Last week, 


we were examining Jesus' motives for the miracles he was doing, 



because Matthew led us there with the Pharisee's accusation, 




he is colluding with the Devil.  

In today's lines, 


Matthew clarifies Jesus' miraculous acts more clearly in verse 36, 



Jesus' work of healing, 



his taking the time to proclaim the good news, 



his sitting down to teach, 




all came for Jesus' compassion for us.

Compassion is derived from the greek word spelencha 


or gut.  



It is the strongest word in the Greek language for pity.  

It is a pity that is not easily overlooked, 


but one that reverberates to the deepest core of one's being.  

We tend to think of our heart as the center of our emotions, 


but we have many phrases that take into consideration our other organs. 



 “I have a gut feeling, 



a gut reaction, 



gut check, 



I hate your guts, 



'no guts, no glory,' 



spill one's guts, 



go with your gut, 



puke one's guts out,” 




and the list of idioms goes on.  

Each of these phrases carry with them the idea that


you are affected to the very core of your being.  

It is not just something you see, 


say, “That is sad,” 


and then move on.  

It is something you see 


and then are physically affected by 



until the issue is addressed.

The issue that needs to be addressed is 


that the people were 


and still are today, 



“harassed and helpless, 



in a sad and pitiful state, 



rent or mangled as if by wild beasts.”  

Now the question is, 


how did they become so sad and pitiful, 


who were the metaphorical wild beasts that mangled them?  

Many commentators point to the Pharisee's, 


and other political and religious leadership



with their broken religion and ever expanding regulations.  

Which is a fair and justifiable conclusion.  

But I would want to push a little bit further with Jeremiah and say, 


“When were we not harassed and helpless?”  

When we ran through The Story, 


the narratives of scripture from Genesis to Revelation, 



the underlying theme throughout the Old Testament was, 




when and however we tried to be our own Savior, 





we failed.  




When we let God be God, 





which included God being our Savior, 






life flourished.  

Jeremiah said in our reading today, 


“they sinned against the Lord, 


their true pasture, 

the Lord,the hope of their fathers.’
Many works of Philosophy, 


including the new Wonder Woman movie, 



promote the idea that man has good and bad at work within him.  




We are are own worst enemy 




and when we live by love, 





we are worth saving.  
What much of this philosophy misses though, 


is that we were very good creations, 



but those creations were created to glorify a loving God. 



To reflect the image of that loving God upon the world.  

And the fine line is, 


that when we try to project our love upon the world, 



outside of God's, 


we are bringing a tainted love, 


a unholy love, 


an evil upon the world.  

The world is full of such loves that go under the cover of healthier names 


than distorted love.  



Pride, Patriotism, Self-Help, Individualism, Fundamentalism, Liberalism, 



Capitalism, Communism, Family, 




and the list goes on.  

All of these things 


are often things that are placed in a higher position than the Triune God.  

Is there a difference when God is first and country second, 


than country first and God second?  



Yes!  


Every time Israel tried putting their nation first before God, 



they found themselves overrun.  

If family is first, 


then God, 

then God's role is not to bless all of the world, 


but to bless your family alone, 



then the world if God has time 



and it works to your families favor.  

Your family is pretty great, 


but I hate to tell that God did not create the world and all that are in it, 



for your family, 



or even yourself.  


God created all that is 



to reflect who God is, 




and God is love in its fullness, 




beauty in its fullness, 




justice in its fullness.

But how then are we to experience this fullness 


of God's love, beauty, and justice.  

Verse 35 sums it up for us 


in a repeated bookended summary from Matthew 4:23, 



“And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, 




teaching in their synagogues 




and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 




and healing every disease and every affliction.”  

Jesus is still doing the same things that he was doing before the Sermon on the Mount, 


before all of the miraculous healings.   

He is doing the same things, 


because that is how the Kingdom of Heaven comes to earth.  



This is how people hear about, 



learn about 



and experience God's love as God intended it.

As Christians, 


we have the untainted truth of what God is up to.  


We have the knowledge that we are forgiven, 



just because of who God is 




and the forgiveness has nothing to do with who we are.  


This is a reality that is muddled and twisted in other faiths.  

They have forgiveness, 


but it is from their works, 


their behavior, 


it is earned, 



not freely given.  

That small difference 


is actually the difference between life and death.  



That is true on the eternal judgement level, 



but it is also true on the everyday life level.  

If you are earning your forgiveness 


and slack off one day, 



you are now back in debt.  




There is never a let down, 




there is never a moment when you can slip, 




because you are trying to earn your way out of an unpayable debt.

We also have the truth of why we were created, 


why we exist.  

To glorify God 


by loving as God loves.  

God's love is unconditional, 


and we are called to grow into loving in the same way.  

Many faiths have a condition on your behavior, 


your devotion, 



that must be met before you gain the end goal.  


That is a twisting of God's original intention.  



When you are believing things like that, 



your are being harassed 



and find a deep sense of helplessness pervading your everyday life.

So Jesus is making sure we have these truths 


and others of the gospel are laid out clearly before us.  

He is teaching in their synagogues, 


which means helping people further understand 



the ins and outs of what he has done.  

This is helping those who have been drawn in by the premise of the Good News 


to see how far it extends into their lives, 



into every aspect.  

Jesus is also proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom of Heaven, 


which means he is outside of the religious center, 



letting those who are not a part of the teaching, 




know what the truth is.  

And finally, 


he is healing every disease and sickness.  

Jesus is practically applying the Good News that he has proclaimed 


to our actual lives.  



Which means that sickness and disease start to evaporate 




as the truth is lived out and applied.

This is where we often think that we are off the hook.  


There is a section of the church called Cessationalists, 



who believe after the initial apostles died, 




the power of the Holy Spirit 





no longer enabled us to be able to have the power of healing.  

Which will make the next three chapters really awkward to preach, 


because Jesus has shown us how to live 


and will now call disciples to live the same way 



and live out his teaching in the flesh.  

But this shows how little we realize the way in which God heals.  

I spent the week interacting with the instructor 


who destroyed my arms rowing down the Taiya river this Summer.  


I told him that I used that experience in a sermon this summer 



and he said “You just made my day.”  

Our 10x6' Scamp trailer 


is being used by new parents to have a quiet place to take a nap, 



while someone in the house watches the baby.  


That is bringing health to that family.

Our Date Nights still have parents coming up 


and thanking me for that little bit of time to connect with their partner.  

All of these things are acts of healing, 


of making things right.  


Of bringing health to the world.  

In the class I was in this week, 


one person had wet boots to start off the class, 



the $5 boot dryer I lent them changed their mental status 



as they were in their third week of outdoor classes 




and helped them complete the class.  

The things we can do are so small, 


but so world changing.  

If we followed through with even half of the promptings of the Holy Spirit, 


our world would be a different place. 

So despite what the Cessationalist say, 


the calling upon us to bring healing has not ceased, 



it has only diversified. 

The Holy Spirit is still healing in strong and mighty ways 


through Jesus' people.  

We have another way to do that in the next two weeks, 


as the Deacons are organizing the fundraiser for the Crisis Nursery.  

By taking a little bit of time to bake some cookies, 


with possibly a majority of left over ingredients from the Food Exchange, 

you will be helping to bring life to children in Malawi.  

Last year's proceeds went to buy a laundry dryer.  


The dryer was then used to help keep the cloth diapers of not one, 



but 11 babies ready to be applied.  


We helped in the raising of these orphaned children, 



by buying a dryer for the nannies taking care of these children.

Whether locally, 

or abroad, 


we live in a time and place where we see so much devastation, 


so much struggle, 



that our guts are almost callused 




from stories that call upon our compassion.  

But we can strengthen our compassion

and remove those calluses, 


by responding to the devastation in visible ways 



as the Spirit leads.  

We can not fix everything, 


that is Jesus' job.  



Jesus is our savior.  

But we can come along side Jesus 


where he and the Holy Spirit are calling us, 



to the people and situations he has brought into our lives.  

We are involved in Malawii, 


because Carol Borg and Steve Manders spent two years there.  

We did the date nights 


because there are parents here who found themselves extremely busy, 



summer after summer.  

So listen to your gut, 


that is what Jesus listened to, 


and it helped him bring in the Kingdom on Heaven here on Earth.  

You are Jesus' brother or sister, 

you are God the Father's child, 


the Holy Spirit can speak through your gut as well.  

It does, 


so the question is, 



are your going to respond to it?
