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June/July Birthdays

A MESSAGE FROM DEE OBROCHTA

Marlene Coia 6/6

Just wanted to write a big thank you to everyone that supported and worked with me
during my term as Co-President. Your time and
help was invaluable.
I look forward to Co-Chairing Membership
with Jayna Legg and to growing our club.
Have a wonderful summer.
Sincerely,
Dee Obrochta.

Sherrill Miller 6/18
Kendall Victorine 7/27

Induction of officers
M AY 6 TH
Bring your favorite dish to pass
and meet our new officers.
Desserts will be provided by the
hostesses. Don’t forget to thank our
out-going officers for all their hard
work. See you there!

From the editor
There will be no Garden Dirt for the months of July
and August. This does not mean there will be nothing
happening. Please send me information and/or pictures of your garden visits, walks, or other events you
would like to share. I will do my best to include some of
the fun things our members have enjoyed during this
time in the September Garden Dirt.

Calendar
June 3rd-General Meeting 6:30 Potluck
June 2nd-8th– National Garden Week
June 22nd-Garden Walk

The Garden Dirt might have a makeover for the next
issue. Please let me know what you think of the look
and format of that issue so I can create a newsletter
that you will enjoy.
Thank you

Hospitality

Cheryl Tapia

Hostess Judy Miscichowski
Cindy Cartner, Jayna Legg, Kendall Victorine

National Garden Clubs INC, Central Region, Garden Clubs of Illinois District IX
President Cheryl Hoke

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer Nancy Zitkus

Printed 10 times a year 75 copies. Mailed/emailed to members. Our Website, antiochgardenclub.org.
Also available at the Antioch Public Library District and the Antioch Chamber of Congress

Plant Sale A Success!
Our Club’s Plant Sale was a success again! A steady stream of perennials, annuals, trees, herbs and
garden-related items being dropped off kept the volunteers busy from 3- 7:00 Friday night. All was
priced, labeled and packed into the 28’ trailer that Judy M’s husband kindly parked overnight for us.
Saturday at 8:00AM my very organized team was setting-out and displaying our bounty.
Bake sale goodies were being brought in. The 14 signs and 7 banners
announcing the Sale were prominently displayed and directed shoppers
to the pavilion. Buyers lined up as early as 9:00 and quickly formed a
long waiting line on the sidewalk till 10AM.

We were “hoppin”, and after a dizzying 3 hrs. we amassed net sales of
$1579.25! This was great, however, our trailer normally holds 30%
more perennials/plants than we overnighted this year. I realize that the
late Spring had an effect on plants donated, however several members
still managed to get out to their gardens and dig what had popped-up.
We easily could have sold another $500 worth if the plants were
there…
There are numerous volunteers who spent many long hours on this project. You know who you are and
I hope you know how much I THANK YOU. Thanks, also, to the members of our Club for your support, knowledge, and donations in this project.
I volunteered to be Chairman on this fundraiser next year and look forward to working with those members who made our PLANT SALE A SUCCESS!
Wishing you a Summer of gardening pleasure,
Cindy Cartner
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BIRD’S EYE VIEW
What is your definition of a
Garden? In my opinion a garden
could be one plant on a windowsill or five acres of woodlands. I
think as gardeners sometimes we try to fit plants into
tidy little plots and then we have to work hard to make
them conform to our vision of a garden.

I am often in awe of the minutia of a forest floor or
the tangled branches of wild shrubs growing closer
together than is recommended by garden books or seed
catalogs.
I am so happy I get to play in the dirt and watch
things grow that I forget that I am trying to control the
natural process of nature. It never occurs to me that if I
pull up a plant and plunk it down somewhere else that I
disturbed the natural order.

In nature, a puff of wind might blow the seeds of a
flower several feet in one direction creating a new flower ‘bed’. Vines grow up trees, not trellises and sometimes bend the trees into interesting shapes.

If growing things in a pot or a bed helps me to be
closer to the earth then I will continue to try to imitate
nature with my own ideas of how it should look. But of
course it might not conform to the garden of my views.

When we try to imitate nature by creating lovely
gardens; we only conform it to our idea of beauty.

This general description is followed by a listing of
selected species. Each species entry includes hardiness
zones, soil type, where the plant is native, size, flower
color, and bloom time. The text continues with a
section on propagation techniques, then detailed
information by genus on how to harvest seed and
propagate the plants by seed, division, or cutting.
Appendixes include wildflowers for various sites,
sources of propagated native plants and seeds, and
native plant societies in the United States and Canada.

JUNE BOOK REVIEW
WILDFLOWERS: A Guide to Growing &
Propagating Native Flowers of North America
By William Cullina

From Library Journal
Cullina, nursery manager and
propagator for the 100-year-old
New England Wild Flower Society,
shares his experiences growing and propagating
temperate North American wildflowers. His comprehensive treatment begins with sections on how to use
the book, ecological gardening, and an explanation of
the floristic provinces of North America.

Packed with information on growing and propagating
wildflowers and laced with interesting personal observations and tidbits, Cullina's beautifully descriptive
book makes fascinating reading while also providing
extensive factual material for novice or experienced
gardeners. Nothing with this scope is currently
available. Highly recommended for circulating and
reference collections.

This introductory material is followed by the heart of
the book, the "Encyclopedia of Plants," covering 200
genera and 1000 species. Arranged by genus, each
entry includes a beautiful, close-up color photo of a
representative of the genus, common names, a general
description of the genus, cultural techniques, propagation difficulty, uses in the landscape, and any benefits
for wildlife.

Sue O'Brien, Downers Grove P.L., IL
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GARDEN QUOTES

JUNE CHECKLIST

What is a weed? A plant whose virtues have never been
discovered.



Plant beans, beets , carrots, pumpkin, squash, late tomatoes

Ralph Waldo Emerson



Thin basil beets carrots, parsnips
and pumpkins



Start seedlings; Brussels sprouts
(late June), cabbage cauliflower,
corn, cyclamen, primroses



Transplant cabbage, cauliflower,
celery, eggplants, okra, hot peppers,
squash, late tomatoes, sweet peppers



Harvest beans, beets, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, kohlrabi, New Zealand Spinach, parsley, peas, potatoes, swiss chard



Mow lawn at least 2.5” high; 3:” is
better



Move houseplants outside to shady
location



Watch for standing water to prevent mosquito breeding



Rinse and refill birdbath often



Dead head spent blooms



Prune lilacs; no more than 1/3 of
bush



Cut back iris stems when blooming
is over



Blanch endive



Make bouquets for special occasions or just because.



Relax and enjoy your garden.

PLANT EXCHANGE
It has been suggested that we have a
plant exchange. If you are interested you
could bring a plant to exchange for another.
This could be done before or after the meeting.
We could also have a ‘wanted’ and ‘giveaway’ area in the newsletter for the plants
that people want or want to give away. The
information would have to be timely and
based on the seasons. If you want this to be a
part of the garden club please let me know at
our next meeting and I will also bring it up
for discussion.
Cheryl Tapia

Spring Planting 2013

Mini-Park
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GARDEN CLUBS OF ILLINOIS
86th Annual Meeting
The Garden Clubs of Illinois held it’s annual meeting on April 21st & 22 2013, at the DoubleTree Suites in Downers
Grove, Illinois. Three of our members attended; Dee Obrochta, Joanne Dugenske and Cheryl Tapia. The flower
exhibits were stunning and there were many interesting things to do. Cheryl attended a Fairy Garden Workshop,
presented by Betty Earl, where they created mini-container gardens with tiny lawn furniture. The Antioch Garden
Club won an award for Arbor Day 2012. Great work AGC!

THE GARDEN DIRT
ANTIOCH GARDEN CLUB
Cheryl Tapia, Editor
328 Elmwood Ln
Antioch, Il 60002
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