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The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
COTT 2016 Annual Meeting
Although “Jonah: the Blizzard of 2016” postponed the
COTT Annual Meeting, it was eventually held on Sunday,
January 31st, and in spite of the weather conditions, the
meeting was well attended. The Annual Meeting is the
time for all members of the parish to gather and review
Snow pictures compliments the events of the past year, to look forward to the year
of Bill Hillringhouse
ahead, and to let their voices be heard if there are any
questions, concerns, or accolades.
This year’s meeting was very well organized. Everyone
was given a packet of reports from each committee, Fr. Gordon, the Sr. & Jr. Wardens, and the Treasurer. (If you were
not able to attend the meeting, packets can be requested
form the church office.) As people gathered and enjoyed the
refreshments provided by Marusia Zearfoss and Janet Roberts, they were able to review the packet and prepare any
questions. There were very few!
Fr. Gordon opened the meeting with prayer and was followed by Treasurer
George Roberts’ review of the church’s financial standing over the past year.
His best news was the pay-off of the FCB mortgage which happened in 2015.
He reviewed last year’s budget and briefly explained how the budgeting process works: where our money comes from and where it goes.
Sr. Warden Janet Roberts thanked all who have served the parish from Fr.
Gordon, the Vestry, Officers and Bill H. on down to all the committee and individual members. She reported on the progress of the Memorial Hall renovation
project, saying three contractors have looked over the building and we are
awaiting proposals from each of them. We are moving ahead!
Time was given for comments and questions about each of the committee
reports. Fr. Gordon noted that the Outreach Committee is the best developed
team of its kind that he has seen and especially thanked Linda Myers for her
efforts in leading it. Christian Ed noted that a program for 3-4 year olds is
needed since we have a number of new families with small children who would
benefit. Tony Bollino also asked for some additional help especially with the
teens since their meetings currently have to be cancelled if he is out of town.
The Marketing Committee was thanked for all their hard work in getting the
new website up and running. Thanks to the Worship Committee we have a new
bulletin format that is easier to read and more “elegant.”
Treasurer George Roberts then presented the 2016 budget which included
28 pledges totaling $128,000. The one outstanding item was the Middendorf
loan which George stated “…would be paid off shortly,” which means we will
then be totally debt free. He reviewed the proposed disbursements of the Everhart fund and noted that any leftover money from that fund goes to the Capital
Improvements account which will be used for the Memorial Hall renovations.
Again, if you missed the meeting, a copy of the 2016 budget is available from
the church office.
(Continued on page 4)
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Dear Friends in Christ,
I spoke the other day with a parishioner who shared with me her excitement at the prospect of the spring planting ahead. And I remembered how excited my mother, also a gifted gardener, would be as winter was ending and the promise of new life began to appear.

From the
Rector’s
Desk

“Come see a miracle,” she said once to my sister Marie and me. In
her palm, already soiled with dirt from the flowerbed, was a single tiny
seed. We both peered at the sharp oval grain. “See how small and insignificant it is,” she went on; “but just wait awhile, and see what happens--after we bury it.” And with that she placed the seed in the shallow hole she had dug, pushing earth over it and tapping it lightly down.
Sure enough, after a short period of time, there appeared a single
sprout, then a stem with other small sprouts on it, and after awhile a tall
flower with many buds and blooms.
It was indeed a miracle, or so it seemed. Although a child, I could
appreciate the mystery expressed by something the size of a seed being
placed under the earth, only to emerge as a large living thing of extraordinary beauty. I didn’t know how such a change could occur, but I knew
it had something to do with the seed having been “buried” (as mom herself termed it). The transformation had taken place in the silent depths
of that shallow hole, in the warm dark earth of that tended garden.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus offers his own version of that miracle,
in the same symbolic language. “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies,” he says, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit” (12:24). So only by dying to self, and being spiritually
buried with Christ in his sacrificial death, can we rise with him in new
and eternal life. Only by allowing our single “grains”--our lives of struggle and searching, faith and fear--to fall to the ground and to grow in
the dark earth of his Tomb can we experience the transforming joy of
his Resurrection. For only then can we bear the “fruit” of new life: the
extraordinary blooms of devoted ministry, the spring flowers of compassion and understanding and hope.
We hear this theme echoed in the beautiful Easter hymn that begins,
“Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, / wheat that in dark
earth many days have lain.” The poem goes on to say how Christ--the
grain of Love “whom hate had slain”--has fallen to earth, only to rise
“quick from the dead.”
And so can we. For the last stanza of the song belongs to us, in this
Eastertide, amid these challenging times, and across the years. It is the
story of redemption that is never over, only renewed--each day, each
season, with each new planting--through the deathless power of our risen Lord . . .

“When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
thy touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.”
Many Blessings--and a Happy Easter!

Fr. Gordon+
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Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday – March 20th
8 A.M. Liturgy of the Palms and Holy Eucharist
10:15 A.M. Liturgy of the Palms,

with Procession to Memorial Garden, returning to Church for
Choral Eucharist

Maundy Thursday – March 24th
5:30 P.M. Holy Eucharist as Early Christian Meal
(Memorial Hall)
7:30 P.M. Choral Eucharist
(with Foot Washing and Stripping of the Altar)

Good Friday – March 25th
12 Noon Liturgy of the Passion, with Stations of the Cross
7 P.M. Evening Prayer with Stations
Easter Sunday – March 27th
6 A.M. Sunrise Eucharist

Lighting of the Paschal Candle
Celebration of Holy Eucharist (Church)

(Hot Cross buns, coffee, and juice will be available
in Memorial Hall after the Service)

10:15 A.M. Festal Choral Eucharist
for the Day of Resurrection
Followed by Hospitality
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(continued from p.1)

After several years of serving as the COTT Treasurer, George is retiring. Fr. Gordon thanked him for all the effort that goes into managing
the accounts, the overall budget, and monthly reports to the Vestry. As
a token of his and the parish’s appreciation, Fr. Gordon presented
George with a pocket watch – to help him keep track of all his new
found “free time.” Taking over the reins as Treasurer will be Craig Zearfoss.
George Roberts (on right)
Fr. Gordon then thanked all the Vestry members for their work
seemed very happy to hand
throughout the year and recognized the retiring members: Matt Hol- over
the treasurer’s job to Craig
comb, Rachel Delchamps & Robin Heiser. New Vestry members (Class
Zearfoss.
of 2018) were voted in by unanimous acclimation: Jim Hubbard, Melvin
Galloway and Tony Traini. Since Tony had been elected to finish out a term of a previous member
who left early, he was able and agreed to continue for another full term. A fourth new member,
Debbie Knipe, was added to finished out the term of Robin Heiser (Class of 2017) who had to resign
early.
The final recognition was that of our Lay Delegate to the Diocesan Convention in May, Toni
Beaird-Wilson. The Alternate Delegate is Barbara Collins. Fr. Gordon then closed the meeting with
prayer.

March Happenings
Tuesday, March 1
Women’s Dinner - 6:30 p.m. at Mama Lucia’s, 1700 Kingfisher Drive (off Rt. 26, past
the Walmart and near Giant). Anyone wishing to carpool should meet in the church
parking lot at 6:00 p.m.) Check out the
menu at www.mammaluciasfrederick.com.
Questions? Send an email or call Maruiaz1@comcast.net or 301-371-8704.
Wednesdays, March 2,9 & 16
The Lenten Soup & Study continues. Anyone
interested is still invited to attend even if
you missed the first session. (The second
meeting was cancelled due to severe weather.) Dinner begins at 6:30 and is followed by
discussion of “Twelve Steps of a Compassionate Life.” Give Fr. Gordon a call if you
are interested

Sunday, March 6
Pancake Brunch in
Memorial Hall. Come
after the 10:15 service
to enjoy pancakes,
sausage, bacon & all the fixings.

Tuesday, March 15
The Ladies’ Lunch Bunch will gather for their
monthly meeting at noon in Memorial Hall.
Homemade soup, bread & dessert set the
stage for an afternoon of socializing and
making new friends.

Tuesday, March 22
Men’s Dinner, 6:30 p.m. - location as yet to
be determined but will be at a local eatery.
Car pool from the church at 6. Location will
be announced in the bulletin and via email.
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Late Breaking News:

COTT is Debt Free!
In his last official report to the Vestry on February 21st, George Roberts announced that the balance of the Middendorf Loan has been sent to the Diocese
making COTT free of debt for the church building.

Meet Your Vestry Representatives
Janet Roberts
Senior Warden

Barbara Collins
Class of 2017

Debbie Knipe
Class of 2017

Brad Staup
Junior Warden

Richard Galliher
Class of 2017

Bill Spare
Class of 2016

Craig Zearfoss
Treasurer

Melvin Galloway
Class of 2018

Tony Traini
Class of 2018

Photo not
available

Dorothy Beaird
Class of 2016

Jim Hubbard
Class of 2018

Marusia Zearfoss
Class of 2016
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10 Rules for Respect *
1. If you have a problem with me, come to me (privately).
2. If I have a problem with you, I will come to you (privately).
3. If someone has a problem with me and comes to you, send them to me. (I'll do the
same for you)
4. If someone consistently will not come to me, say, "Let's go to Gordon together. I am
sure he will see us about this." (I will do the same for you.)
5. Be careful how you interpret me - I'd rather do that. On matters that are unclear, do
not feel pressured to interpret my feelings or thoughts. It is easy to misinterpret intentions.
6. I will be careful how I interpret you.
7. If it's confidential, don’t tell. If you or anyone comes to me in confidence, I won't tell
unless (a) the person is going to harm himself/herself, (b) the person is going to physically harm someone else, (c) a child has been physically or sexually abused. I expect the
same from you.
8. I do not read unsigned letters or notes.
9. I do not manipulate; I will not be manipulated; do not let others manipulate you. Do
not let others manipulate me through you. I will not preach "at you." I will leave conviction to the Holy Spirit (she does it better anyway!)
10. When in doubt, just say it. The only dumb questions are those that don't get asked.
Our relationships with one another, at the end of the day, are the most important things
so if you have a concern, pray, and then (if led) speak up. If I can answer it without
misrepresenting something, someone, or breaking a confidence, I will.
*From an article by Church of the Nazarene pastor Charles Christian, via Bishop Greg Rickel (Diocese of
Olympia).

Junior Warden’s Corner
Look for this feature in future
issues of the newsletter. Brad
will keep you updated on the various repairs
and maintenance needed for the parish
grounds and buildings, and he will be asking
for your help!

March 2016
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:30a AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA
7:30p AA

6

7

Healing - both services 9:00a Morning Prayer
8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed
10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

6:30p Women's Dinner 6:30p Lenten Soup &
Study

7:30p Choir

8

9

10

11

12

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:30a AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

6:30p Lenten Soup &
Study

7:30p Choir

12:00p AA
7:00p Bridge Club

8:30p AA

10:00a Disneyana

8:30p AA

7:30p AA

PM - AA

13 Daylight Savings 14

15

16

17

18

19

8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:30a AA

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

12:00p Ladies' Lunch

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

11:30a Vestry

7:00p Bridge Club

7:00p B & F

6:30p Lenten Soup &
Study

7:30p Choir

7:30p AA
8:30p AA

PM - Chorale & AA

20 PALM SUNDAY 21

22

23

24

25

26

8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

MAUNDY THURSDAY

GOOD FRIDAY
12:00p Liturgy with

9:30a AA

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

5:30p Early Christian
Meal

7:00p Bridge Club

7:30p Choral Eucharist

Stations of the Cross
7:00p Evening Prayer 7:30p AA
with Stations

6:30p Men's Dinner
PM - Chorale & AA

27

EASTER

6:00a Sunrise H.E. II

8:30p AA

28

29

30

31

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

9:00a Cont. Breakfast
10:15a Festal Choral

12:00p AA

Eucharist
11:15 Hospitality

7:30p Choir
7:00p Bridge Club

PM - Chorale & AA

Rector Vacation

VESTRY
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Do you have a question about
anything regarding C.O.T.T?

Dorothy Beaird

Barbara Collins

Mel Galloway

Bill Spare

Richard Galliher

Jim Hubbard

Our Vestry members are here to
help Talk to one of them or
Fr. Gordon any time.

Marusia Zearfoss

Debbie Knipe

Tony Traini

Janet Roberts – Sr. Warden
Brad Staup – Jr. Warden
Craig Zearfoss – Treasurer
Marsha Burrell - Clerk

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. Christian Education for All

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:30 a.m. Hospitality
1st Sunday of each month Anointing and Prayers for Healing
follow each service
Morning Prayer - Mon through Friday - 9:00 a.m.
Vespers with Rite of Healing - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.

CONTACT US
Church Office Phone Number:
301-371-7505
Rectory Phone Number:
301-371-6227
Church E-mail Address: transfiguration1@verizon.net
For Pastoral Emergencies, Church Members should contact the office at 301-371-7505 or via e-mail
at transfiguration1@verizon.net
Email Rev. Gordon De La Vars at fr.gordoncott@gmail.com
Contact Associate Pastor Rev. Ellen Hurwitz at (301) 293-1514
www.thechurchofthetransfiguration.com

The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
PO Box 87
6909 Maryland Avenue
Braddock Heights, MD 21714

