Spirit of the Living God
Daniel Iverson 1890-1977 Acts 1:8, 11:15
In 1926 a citywide revival in Orlando brought Daniel Iverson, a Presbyterian minister from Lumberton, N.C., to
Florida where he was greatly impressed by a message on the Holy Spirit. Later that day Iverson sat at the piano and
wrote ‘Spirit of the Living God.’ This hymn (pub.1956) is one of the most widely used choruses in Christian worship. Every line invites
us to surrender and ask God to shape us, ‘In Thine Own Way.’ ‘Spirit of the Living God’ simple arrangement of five notes and the
same words repeated nine times brings the singer in to an attitude of prayer.
This simple hymn is a blessing for those who have trouble with difficult music.
To pray a powerful prayer in song as a congregation is a blessing to everyone.
‘Spirit of the Living God’ challenges us to enter in to a deeper, and more submissive relationship with our God.
Iverson retired to Asheville in 1962, he was in great demand as a speaker and preacher in many churches. He died there
in 1977.

Our church family is great! Bill and I thank each of you for your
prayers, cards, and many acts of kindness during our recent health
challenges. Your thoughtfulness was and is encouraging to us.
May God bless you and keep you.
Frances Casey
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Registration for 2019-2020 is open! The registration fee is $70. Contact Shannon in the office, Pattie Black or Jane Phillips
to register. The following classes will be offered:
12 months to 2 year-old class: Monday & Friday, 8am-12pm ($165/month)
2 year-old class: Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 8am-12pm ($165/month)
3 year-old class: MW&F ($165/month) or M-F ($190/month), 8am-12pm
4 year-old class: Monday through Friday, 8am to 12pm ($190/month)
FUMC Preschool provides:
-Small class sizes and play-based philosophy of learning to promote creativity, constructive problem solving, and enhanced language and social skills.
-Bible stories and lessons with Miss Lauren, Asst. Pastor of Lay Ministries.
-A playground with age-appropriate equipment.
-Use of the Faith Center with riding toys and lots of room to run and play for days with uncooperative weather.

Upcoming Events
Sweetheart Supper
Wednesday, February 13 at 5:45 PM
It is the annual tradition of our church to celebrate Valentine’s
Day with a delicious meal in the Faith Center consisting of salad,
baked ziti, garlic rolls, and dessert. The cost is $7 for adults and $3
for children who are not serving. This event includes Wacky
Wednesday Kids serving the meal and entertaining. Couples who
have had their 45th – 50th wedding anniversary since last February’s supper will be our honored guests. If you or someone you
know is celebrating their 45th – 50th anniversary, please call Lauren
in the church office at 336-838-2691.
Homemade Moravian Chicken Pies
Again this year we have many children,
youth, and adults planning to attend
Music and Worship Arts Week at Lake
Junaluska. You can help with all of our
educational summer events by ordering the following:
“Take & Bake” Chicken Pies: 9” = $12 or 7” = $8
Brownies: $1.50 ea. or 5 for $6
Last day to order is Sunday, February 24. Call the church
office to reserve a pie or fill out the card in the back of the
pews in the chapel and sanctuary.
Pick up is March 3 from 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM.
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Some of our youth are participating in confirmation this
spring. Please be in prayer with them and their mentors
throughout this experience. Pray that they will know the
Father more than ever and will have a renewed desire to
serve Him fully.
First Vision Retreat 2019
February 16 9AM-4PM
Join us for a day of discovery and visioning on Saturday,
February 16 from 9am - 4pm in the Faith Center. Lunch will
be provided. While all church leaders and team members
are urged to attend, anyone can come to share in this experience. Please sign up (each person) by using the tear off
section of the bulletin and placing it in the offering plate or
by calling the church office and letting us know. The deadline for registration is 12noon, Thursday, February 7th. For
more information, please see Pastor Tim.

Attendance and Offering

UMW Seeking New Members!
The United Methodist Women’s group and circles (JohnstonHix-Smoot, Franklin-Gardner and New Light Fellowship circles)
are looking for more women to join! They meet the first Tuesday of every month. Participate in the groups to make some
new friends, grow closer to old acquaintances, and serve the
Lord and our community.
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Sunday
School

Sunday, February 3rd: 6:00 PM Super Bowl Party at the Brooks' home. Bring an appetizer or dessert to share.
Saturday, February 9th: 4 - 9 PM Parents' Night Out. The youth will babysit and provide dinner for children so their parents can
have an early Valentine's date night out.
Sunday, February 10th: 11 - 2 PM Chili Cook-Off
Sunday, February 17th: 5 - 7 PM UMYF Meeting in the Youth Arena
Sunday, February 24th: 5 - 7 PM UMYF Meeting in the Youth Arena
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Birthdays
02 Marjorie Brown,
Michelle Noble
03 Chip Furr

Open Minds
Open Doors

Anniversaries
05 Bud & Joan Connor
13 Joe & Martha Thompson
24 Sam & Debbie Winters
26 Chip & Debbie Furr

05 Trey Warren
06 Ruth Reeves
07 Reece Huskey
08 Jackson Hamilton, Dan Little

CHURCH COUNCIL
No regular meeting
Vision Retreat February 16 at 9am-4pm

10 Rick Lovette
12 Helen Eller

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
February 18 at 5:15 PM

14 Junior Goforth, Pam Herring,
Keith Howell,
Jonathan Nichols

UMW EXEC COMMITTEE
February 26 at 4:30 PM

15 Robert Erhardt

20 Barbara McCord

UMW CIRCLES
February 5
11:00 AM … Johnston-Hix-Smoot
1:00 PM … Franklin-Gardner
6:00 PM … New Light Fellowship
FINANCE COMMITTEE
February 10 at 6:30 PM

09 Kelly Lenderman,
Maxine Winstead

17 Mike Kennedy

UMM Breakfast

STAFF PARISH
February 26 at 5:30 PM

21 Rick Hughes
22 Justin Dingee
23 Kum Nan Crusan
24 Gladys Goff, Rita Kinney,
Lindsay Van Noy
26 Jon Swaim, Betsy Whittington,
Laura Wills
27 Trey Church, Pat Ellis, Benny
Wellborn
28 Madison Wright

The Grapevine

Open Hearts

LIKE US ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!
“First Methodist North Wilkesboro”

01 Blaine Johnston, David
Stackhouse, George Walter

Office: 336-838-2691
Website: www.firstnw.org

February 24th at 9:00AM in the
Faith Center!

NOTE:

If you wish to receive this publication via EMAIL instead of via US Postal Service (or prefer to be taken
off the mailing list), please email your request to
sevans@firstnw.org
or contact the church office at
Note: If you are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary and
(336)
-838-2691.
your name is not listed, please notify the church office!

The Incredibly Loving Heart

Have you ever thought about your heart? Maybe from time-to-time, you give it a
passing thought, but most people rarely think about it until something goes awry.
Then, all of a sudden, it becomes the most important thing in your life - it becomes
Services & Events
your life in a real and tangible way. You realize that this normally quiet part of your
body gives you life and without it...well, you're dead! Fortunately, for most of us, we
don't have to keep a constant vigil as to the health of this vital organ. It does its
Sunday, February 3
business, silently in the background, rarely seeking any attention. Year after year,
4th Sunday After the Epiphany day after day, minute after minute, it just keeps pumping that precious fluid through
Souperbowl of Caring
the intricate maze of our circulatory system.
8:45 AM: Early Worship
9:45 AM: Sunday School
It seems to be of no wonder why for eons, the heart was considered to be the cen10:55 AM: Worship
ter of the human consciousness. An innumerable amount of poems, ballads, and
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - songs have incorporated the heart into their prose to evoke emotions of happiness,
Sunday, February 10
sadness, elation, and, yes, love. How could anyone not think that love resides in the
5th Sunday After the Epiphany heart? Think about it; when you think of that one person with whom you have fallScout Sunday
en in love, is it your head that starts thumping like a wild bull? No, it's the heart!
8:45 AM: Early Worship
Now, being one who has previously worked in the medical field, I know that the
9:45 AM: Sunday School
racing of the heart is from the release of adrenaline by the autonomic nervous sys10:55 AM: Worship
tem. With all that said, it is unquestionable that the sensation is solely heart-felt.
-----------------------Sunday, February 17
February is iconized with the heart. This of course is because the major holiday that
6th Sunday After the Epiphany is celebrated during this month is St. Valentine's Day - the day set aside for lovers
8:45 AM: Early Worship
and romance. The funny thing is that the holiday did not start out that way. It was9:45 AM: Sunday School
n't until the 14thcentury, when Geoffrey Chaucer wrote in his poem, The Parliament
10:55 AM: Worship
of Birds, these words, "For this was on St. Valentine's Day, when every bird cometh
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - there to choose his mate," that people began to see this day of celebration as one
Sunday, February 24
for love and affection. Traditions began to develop from this newfound notion with
7th Sunday After the Epiphany the exchanging of letters, confections, and other symbols of love and adora8:45 AM: Early Worship
tion. But what's that got to do with the heart, you ask. Well, one of the trinkets
9:45 AM: Sunday School
that was often given by one lover to another was a key, a key to their heart, the
10:55 AM: Worship
seat of what was considered the essence of that person. (Just a prompt here - right
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - about now, you should be contently sighing, "Ahhh, how sweet!")
UMM Breakfast: Feb. 24, 9AM

Okay, I know; it's a stretch. But that is the origin of the connection between the
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
heart and love. But you know, maybe the heart is a good icon for love. Not just
9AM—5PM: Monday-Thursday any love, mind you, but real, true, unadulterated love. Here's how I see that - the
9AM-12PM: Friday
heart is relentless with its power to prevail and persevere through the best of times
and the worst of times to supply all it can with the gift of life...and so does love. As
a man named Paul once said to the fledgling church in a town named Corinth, "Love
is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices
in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love
never ends. (1 Corinthians 13.4-8a)
Godspeed,
Pastor Tim

