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Cochrane Creative
Playschool
Learning Through Play

Time to Celebrate the Season!
On December 19th and 20th we will be having
Christmas celebrations. Students will arrive as
normal at 9am and families are welcome to stay
for a short Christmas concert in the downstairs
Hall (starting between 9:20-9:30am) and a special
visit by Santa to spread some holiday cheer.
There will then be a buffet style snack in the
classroom. (This will be potluck style, with each
family bringing something.) Class will likely finish
early this day and students are welcome to leave
with their families when done snack.

PAJAMA DAY
DECEMBER 17th & 18th
Kids can wear
their jammies
and bring
a stuffie to class!

Save the Date!
No School
Dec 2
This is a PD Day
so there are no
classes.

Evergreen Manor
Dec 16
The MWF class
will put on a
holiday show for
residents.

Christmas Parties
Dec 19 & 20
Parents and
families are
invited to class for
holiday fun

Classes Resume
Jan 6, 2020
Miss Erin
welcomes
everyone back
from the
holidays

New Registrants
Jan 13-24, 2019
Registration opens
for current students
and alumni,
respectively for
2020-2021.
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Message From The Board
Parking Reminder

Just a reminder to all parents and caregivers to
please only park to the East and North of the
church. All parking spots on the West side are for
church staff parking only. These spots all have
signs that state that information as well. It is very
important that we all respect these parking
regulations. On the occasional day that no other
spots are available please park on the street or
across the street in that parking lot. So far parking
has not been a major issue this year – thank you!

Christmas Holidays & Weather Closures
Christmas vacation will be December 21 through to January 5;
the Playschool will be closed during this time. Classes will
resume Monday January 6th.
As well, if we have some undesirable weather and need to
close the school, you will be notified as soon as possible via
email. We will be closing the playschool only if Rocky View
School Division is closing their schools for inclement weather.

2020-2021 Registration

Volunteer Days

Registration for next year will start on
January 13th for returning students,
January 20th for siblings and alumni and
our open registration will start on Saturday
January 25th which will also be our Open
House from 10-1pm. Please help spread
the word to anyone looking for a preschool
for 2020-21! Watch for more information
by email.

Just a reminder to please double check the
volunteer schedule for the New Year. Our
classes rely on having a parent volunteer
there for the day and students love their
special helper days! If you need to make
any changes please arrange with other
parents and let Shayla know.

Have a happy and safe holiday season!
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Fundraising
Thank you for your participation in our school fundraising. Our first four
fundraisers have earned a total $3192.11 for the school! Amazing!
Our exciting Wine Survivor is just kicking off! This is such an amazing
fundraiser as 100% collected stays in our preschool!
Who will be the big winner?
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Playdough

Miss Erin is hoping to use playdough more often in class and it must be replaced each week. If you are
interested in helping out with playdough for the preschool can you please email Shayla:
volunteercoordccps@gmail.com to sign up for available weeks.
Here is Miss Erin’s favourite Playdough recipe:

BEST EVER NO COOK PLAYDOUGH RECIPE
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 cups plain flour (all purpose)
2 tablespoons vegetable oil (baby oil or coconut oil work as well)
½ cup salt
2 tablespoons cream of tartar
1 to 1.5 cups boiling water (add in increments until it feels just right)
Gel food colouring (optional)
• A few drops of glycerin (for stretch and shine – it will work without this)
Method:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Mix the flour, salt, cream of tartar and oil in a large mixing bowl
Add food colouring TO the boiling water then into the dry ingredients
Stir continuously until it becomes a sticky, combined dough
Add the glycerine (optional)
Allow it to cool down then take it out of the bowl and knead it vigorously for a couple of minutes
until all of the stickiness has gone. * This is the most important part of the process, so keep at it
until it’s the perfect consistency!*
If it remains a little sticky then add a touch more flour until just right
Source: https://theimaginationtree.com/best-ever-no-cook-play-dough-recipe/
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In the Classroom……
It’s December!
December is such an exciting month! We will be spending lots of time on the themes of winter, snow and
Christmas. There will be lots of crafts, books, songs and special events as we work through this festive month.
Literacy
Our letters for December are: f/F and s/S. We will be working on printing those letters, identifying them, saying
the letter sound, finding words that begin with that letter, and hearing it used in context (books, songs, etc.).
I encourage you to help your child at home by practicing letter formation and sounds. A great way to help them
identify letters is to find letters in context. Go on a letter hunt and find the letter we are working on in your home
and around the community – on signs, in books, on containers, at the grocery store, on a menu, etc. Or play a
game together where you try to say as many words that start with that letter/sound. There are so many
wonderful opportunities to reinforce letter learning and literacy skills!
Our younger students are working on name recognition which means identifying their name and the letters in it.
One of the main ways we work on this is having them find their name at the beginning of class. Finding
opportunities to point out their name to them at home will help them to become more familiar it. Begin by
helping them to recognize the first letter of their name. We are also working on correct pencil/crayon/marker
grip. Remind your child about their “alligator grip” – thumb with pointer and middle finger to grip pencil, and
ring finger and pinkie tucked in.
Our older students are working to print their name with the end goal of printing it independently with correct
letter formation. We practice this daily by printing our name at the beginning of class and also printing it on our
letter pages, crafts, etc. Any extra practice they have at home will help them with this.
Important Dates/Special Events
• Monday, December 2nd – P.L. Day – No school
• Tuesday, December 3rd & Wednesday, December 4th – SNAP Dance Studio to visit and teach us some dance
moves.
• Monday, December 16th – the MWF class will be walking to Evergreen Manor to spread some Christmas cheer
• Tuesday, December 17th & Wednesday, December 18th – Christmas Party & PJ Day – Wear your PJs and bring
ONE stuffie! We will also be decorating cookies and doing fun Christmas activities.
• Thursday, December 19th & Friday, December 20th – Christmas Concert – Families can come and enjoy the
short concert and some snacks. *Potluck style – Please bring one snack item to share.
General Reminders
Our routines are well under way by this point in the year. Please be sure to say your good-byes in the coatroom.
The children should be entering the classroom on their own.
Please leave all toys and special items from home at home or in their backpack. We do not want their special toys
or items to be lost or broken at school. Special Helper may bring one item to share during Show & Share.
As always, if you have any questions, comments or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me via email at
misserinteacher@gmail.com. I am also available before and after class each day. J
Merry Christmas!
From Miss Erin, Miss Jamie, and Miss Tasj, we wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Have a safe and fun break! We look forward to more learning and fun in 2020!
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Talk to us!
We want to know what you think, good or bad. Please let us know what we need to improve as
well as what we are doing well. And we always love to hear new ideas!
cochranecreative@gmail.com
403-651-7664
www.cochranecreative.ca
or follow us on Facebook!
Board member’s personal email addresses follow and are posted in the boot room. Minutes from
previous meetings will be posted in the boot room and include dates for upcoming meetings.
Please join us, the atmosphere is casual and you are always welcome.

2019-20 CCPS Board of Directors
Chair

Chelsea Paolini
Neely; 4am

chelsea.paolini1@gmail.com

Treasurer

Joy Eaton
Tyler; 4am

treasurercochranecreative@gmail.com

Secretary

Brigit Manser
Rowan; 4am

brigitmanser1@gmail.com

Registrar

Stephanie Houston
Griffin;4am

registrarcochranecreative@gmail.com

Volunteer
Coordinator
Fundraising
Coordinator

Shayla Pears
Bode;3am
Tiffany Roberts
Saige; 4am

volunteercoordccps@gmail.com

Children’s Events

Coordinator

Brittni Wilson
Weston; 4am

brittniwilson2122@hotmail.com

Communications
Coordinator

Joy Eaton
Tyler; 4am

joy.eaton@me.com

tiffany.roberts@shaw.ca

Thank you to everyone who sent photos for this month! To see your child in
the newsletter please send one or two high-res themed photos to
cochranecreative@gmail.com Next month please send your favorite pic of
your child with their favorite book/toy or stuffed friend! Submission
automatically gives CCPS permission to distribute photos in newsletter.
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NO SCHOOL
BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH!!
Dec 16th - Zayden

PLAYDOUGH
Dec 12th – Shayla Pears

Tuesday Dec 17th Toy Cleaning
Erin Klinger
Jeff Best
Logan Niehaus
Mayumi Komatsu

