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THE BATTLES  
Photos By: Heidi Edge & Kellie Morgan 
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THE MEMORIAL SERVICE  
Photos By: Heidi Edge & Kellie Morgan 

    

 

 

  

 

***** 

Welcome New 16th GA Recruits 
 

William Ford – Hawkinsville, GA 
 

William Joseph Shiver – Milledgeville, GA 
 

16th GA elected at Old Clinton War Days:  1st Corporal Brick Lee Nelson, 
2nd Corporal Matthew Whitehead, 3rd Corporal  Cody Sprague and 4th Corporal Tommy Shover.  

1st Sgt. Alan Richards was re-elected.  
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR  

April 20, 2019 
 

Dear Wayne and friends of the 16th GA,   My name is 

Gale Red, formerly the Chairman of the SCV National 
Genealogy Committee for eight years and member of 

the committee for 14 years, twice Division 
Commander for the IL Division, and Adjutant of the 

Lt. George E. Dixon Camp #1962 for the past 
seventeen years. I had the good fortune to have met 

J.C. and Cathy years ago when they visited here in 
Illinois.  I always look forward to receiving the camp 

newsletter for the insights and news about your 
members and activities. Wayne does such a fine job 

in spreading the Good News and sharing about you 
all.  I just wish I lived so much closer and could be 

with you as you do all the activities. Your love for 
each other really shines through. Thanks for being such wonderful role 

models for us all. Hang in there and keep up the good fight. We need 

Christian soldiers today as much or more so than ever.  

Thanks, Gale Red  galered@yahoo.com  618-622-8949 
 

***** 

April 22, 2019 

 

Thanks for allowing me to attend your SCV meeting this past Thursday in 
Gray.  It was good to see that you have a diverse age group and not just a 

bunch of old guys like myself!  Being the new camp commander, I thought it 
would be helpful to see how other camps and organizations such as UDC 

conduct their meetings.  Please know that you're always welcome to visit us 
here in Milledgeville at SCV Old Capital Camp 688.  Our meetings are the 

third Tuesday in each month at Jackson's on Sinclair, North Columbia Street 
near Little River Park across from the old Georgia Power Company Plant 

Branch site.  We meet at 6 PM for dinner followed by the program at 7 PM.                 

                Respectfully yours,  Jim Edwards    - 205-531-6014 
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          IN DEEPEST SYMPATHY 
William Harry Jordan, 92, passed away on 
April 23, 2019 in Griffin, Georgia. He was the 

husband of Margaret Ann Bruce Jordan. They 
shared 60 years of marriage.  Mr. Jordan was 

born in South College Park, Georgia on December 
23, 1926. He graduated as valedictorian of North 

Clayton High School in 1944. His work habits 

exhibited his hard working nature. He was a 
World War II Veteran that served in Japan over 

foreign labor from 1945 to 1947. He worked for 
14 years at National Biscuit and retired from 

Eastern Airlines in 1985 after 30 years of 
service. As a father of five, Mr. Jordan is survived 

by three daughters: Judy Alloway, Pamela 
Strickland, and Sandra Denton. He is preceded in death by his daughter, 

Dessie Diane Rollins and son, Felton Don Jordan. He had 15 grandchildren, 
more than 20 great grandchildren and several great-great grandchildren. He 

was the last living sibling of four and is survived by one brother-in-law, 
Gerald Bruce. Due to the longevity of his life, Mr. Jordan experienced an 

abundance of change in American culture and lifestyle. He witnessed many 
historical milestones for our country. All of these things did not change his 

hard-working nature, his love for a good deal, and the enjoyment he 

received from perusing estate sales, antique shops, and thrift stores. His 
granddaughters will always remember his desire to consume copious 

amounts of sweets, especially Krispy Kreme doughnuts, his love for ice 
cream, and acquiring his love of baseball. Even in his later years, Mr. Jordan 

continued to “tinker” with things and enjoyed teaching his grandsons how to 
do home repairs. To celebrate Mr. Jordan’s life, his family will held a 

visitation at Carl J. Mowell and Son Funeral Home 180 N. Jeff Davis Dr. 
Fayetteville, GA 30214, from 12:00 – 1:00 PM on Saturday, April 27, 2019. 

A graveside service was held at King Cemetery on Walker Road in Riverdale, 
Georgia beginning at 2:00 PM. In the words of Charlie Brown, “In the book 

of life, the answers aren’t in the back.” We can learn from those words and 
the life of William Harry Jordan, 92. Life is what you make of it, and Mr. 

Jordan certainly made the most of his life. Written in LOVING MEMORY by 
Mr. Jordan’s Granddaughters, Linsey McEntee and Megan Nerowski.  

Mr. Jordan was the beloved grandfather of captain William “Rebel” Bradberry, 

Commander of the 16th Georgia Volunteer Infantry, Company G, ”The Jackson 

Rifles.” He can be contacted at 1871 Blanche Dr. Douglasville, GA 30135 
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150 Years – by Larry Upthegrove  

April 23, 1869: In Atlanta, GA, the circus has been in town this week, a bigger and better circus than 
most, but there are many circuses now, and shows are quite frequent.  

April 26, 1869: In Atlanta, GA, 
yesterday’s “Constitution” had 
this interesting article: “Joe 
Brown Pikes in Market.—A large 
Government sale of 
Confederate property took 
place at the Augusta arsenal on 
Wednesday. The ‘Chronicle and 
Sentinel’ gives a running 
inventory of the articles, closing 
with the following in reference 
to certain weapons of warfare 

that have become historical. The wonderful inventions referred to would certainly secure the ex-
Governor a seat on the Supreme Bench, or at the head of the Patent Office:    But the most remarkable 
of all the articles was - 1,00 Joe Brown Pikes - gotten up expressly to defend the last ditch effort of State 
Rights under his Excellency’s own eye and after models designed under his immediate supervision. The 
original model is after the fashion of the Roman dagger, placed upon a stout hickory staff, some seven 
feet long, properly polished and ferruled. The second model was a combination of the Roman dagger 
and the farmers brier hook—the design being in case the thrust of the dagger is parried, a backward pull 
of the pikeman would decapitate the infantry soldier or bisect a resisting cavalryman. The third model—
was a double-barrel spring-acting dagger, which shot out from between two oval sections of hickory 
upon coming in contact with and unfortunate enemy.  These terrible articles of warfare were brought by 
Mr. Morrison, of South Carolina. Rumor has it that they are intended to supply the wants of the loyal 
Governor, for supplying with the most approved arms his South Carolina militia, which is now being 
organized. We cannot say that this rumor is true or false by reason of the extreme reticence of the 
purchaser.” These pikes probably, early in the war when enough rifles were not available for Georgia 
soldiers, were manufactured by J.C. Peck of Atlanta who had a planning mill and woodworking shop. The 
ironwork was produced by blacksmiths in the W&A RR shop, the grinding to sharpness and mounting on 
staffs done by Peck.   
     In Atlanta, as well as the rest of the South, it is a time of gathering Polk Salat, that wonderful wild 
weed that is the first fresh food of the Spring. Cooked three times, pouring off the water all three times, 
then frying the greens in lard, creates a delicious, nutritious dish. Just cooking it like regular greens will 
make you want to die.  
May 1, 1869:  In Washington, General Lee is in the city for the purpose of promoting railroad 
development in Virginia.  Some time ago, he sent a letter to President Grant, inviting the President to 
visit him at Washington College. The President stated that he was too busy to make such a trip, but he 
invited the Confederate General to come to the White House for a meeting; the two have not spoken 
since Lee’s surrender at Appomattox. Today, Lee visits the White House for a brief meeting that Grant 
wanted to be more substantial.  Lee thanks Grant for the honor of the invitation but refuses to discuss 
much else, saying, “Mr. President, I would much prefer that you should not take my opinions and views 



as representing those of the people of Virginia and the South, and I do not think I could give any useful 
information on that subject…” Later Lee will say that they talked about railroads.  
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150 Years – by Larry Upthegrove  

May 8, 1869: In Rome, Georgia, today’s “Tri-Weekly Courier” has this from Italy: “Life Transferred.—A 
successful operation of the transfusion of blood was recently performed by Dr. Enrico Albanese, at the 
hospital of Palermo, Sicily. A youth aged seventeen, named Guiseppe Ginazzo, of Cinisi, was received at 
the establishment on the 29’th of September last, with a bad humor on his leg, which in the end 
rendered amputation necessary, the patient being very much emaciated and laboring under fever. The 
operation reduced him to a worse state than ever, and it became apparent that he was fast sinking, the 
pulse being imperceptible, the eyes dull, the body cold. In this emergency, Dr. Albanse had recourse to 
the transfusion of blood as the remedy that had not been tried. Two assistants of the hospital offered to 
have their veins opened for the purpose, and thus, at two different intervals, 220 grains of blood were 
introduced into patient’s system. After the first time he recovered the faculty of speech, and stated 
before he could neither see nor hear, but felt as if he were flying in the air. He is now in a fair state of 
recovery.”…It has been known since the 1660’s that transfusions could be beneficial, but right now it is a 
hit-or-miss effort and only used when dire circumstances demand that a gamble is needed.  The typing 
of blood will not be discovered until 1901 when Karl Landsteiner will discover the blood groups A,B and 
O, still 32 years from now. After that, transfusions can become common procedure. 
May 9, 1869: In Atlanta, GA, today, the “Constitution” has this announcement: “Memorial Day—
Decoration of Confederate Graves—Monday, May 10’th…..The ladies and citizens are generally expected 
to assemble in the Cemetery at 4 p.m., when, after prayer, and an address appropriate to the occasion, 
the graves will be decorated. The ladies engaged in preparing for the day have agreed upon observing 
the following sim order of exercise: Prayer, Address by Gen. W.S. Walker, Decoration of graves……It is 
particularly requested that as many as can will carry bouquets and wreaths of flowers with them…..Mrs. 
J.B. Gordon, President M.A.”.  
May 18, 1869: In Atlanta, Ga, today’s “Constitution” has this about some fine work from a local gal: 
“Editor Constitution:--Dear Sir: The remains of nearly fifteen hundred of our gallant soldiers, whose lives 
were given as a sacrifice upon the alter of their country, who fell where brave men love to die—if die 
they must—have been carefully collected together from the bloody fields of Franklin, Tennessee, and 
now repose in peaceful graves in the cemetery of Franklin, while their silent dust is faithfully guarded 
from rudeness or desecration, by an elegant iron fence enclosure. All accomplished through the agency 
and personal efforts of the extraordinary lady, Miss Mary A.H. Gay, of Decatur, Georgia. This whole 
praiseworthy enterprise was conceived and executed under the immediate personal supervision of Miss 
Gay. First the necessary means was raised by her individual solicitation, and then the work of identifying 
and exhuming the gallant dead was done under her own eye.”  

    

DUTY DONE WELL 
Pictured (left) are men from 
the 10th, 16th & 30th GA 
Infantry Regiments who   
participated in Confederate 
Memorial Day service at Rose 
Hill in Macon, GA, as well as in 
similar services in Byron, GA, 



Ft. Valley, GA and other locations. 
Photo Courtesy of :  Jett Smith 
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CLASS OF 2019 
 

 

 
 

Left to Right:  Evelyn “Evie” Stancil, 

daughter of Kenny & Cathy Stancil (16th 
GA) of Macon, GA, graduated May 23rd 
from Rutland High School, Macon, GA. 
She will be attending Saint Louis 
University-Madrid in Spain this fall. 
Savannah Sprague, daughter of 
Nathan & Shanda Sprague (16th GA) of 
Warner Robins, GA. She graduated from 
Central Fellowship Christian Academy, 
Macon, GA on May 17th. 

Adyson Tajirian, granddaughter of 
John Wayne Dobson of Macon, GA, graduated from Whitehouse 
(Texas) High School on May 31st.  She will be graduating with her 
CNA license before pursuing a Nursing Degree at The University 
of Alabama.  
Chandler Dick (16th GA) graduated on May 24th from Bulloch 
Academy in Statesboro, GA with Honors.  
 



WE WISH THEM ALL THE VERY BEST 
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Georgia's Governor Brian Kemp Signs Senate Bill 77 

Strengthens Georgia's 
Monument Protection Laws 

As Governor Kemp signs, to 

his right is Compatriot 

Senator Jeff Mullis who was 
the primary sponsor 

of Senator Bill 77. It was 
great victory for our Division 

and for all our Veterans 
monuments having Senate 

Bill signed into Law on April 
26, 2019. The State of 

Georgia now has some of                      
the toughest monument      

protection laws in the 

Country.  

***** 

QUOTES 

 
“Not my circus, not my monkeys.”  
– Dorothy Cook (Oct.19, 1946 - July 23, 2018) 

 

“Of the four wars in my lifetime, none came about because the U.S. was too 
strong. No arsenal, or no weapon in the arsenals of the world, is as 

formidable as the will and moral courage of free men and women. If we ever 

forget that we're one nation under GOD, then we will be a nation gone 
under.” – President Ronald Reagan (1911-1981) 

 

“Our weakness is a better weapon for God than our strength.” 
- Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon (1834-1892) 

 

“Be courteous to all, but intimate with few, and let those few be well tried 

before you give them your confidence.”  
– President George Washington (1732 -1799) 

 

“You may not be what you could have been for GOD but you can still be 
something for GOD.” - Dr. Peter S. Ruckman (1921-2016) 



 

“But drops of grief can ne’er repay the debt of love I owe: 
Here, Lord, I give myself away, ’tis all that I can do. - Isaac Watts(1674-1748) 
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THE 16TH GEORGIA CO. G – “The Jackson Rifles” 
Colonel (Ret.)–Steven L.“Red Bone”Smith–478-951-4863 or 478-956-3858 

Honorary Colonel  J. C. Nobles - 478-718-3201 

Rev. Joey Young – Honorary Member - 678-978-7213 
Captain Wm.“Rebel” Bradberry, Commanding – 404-242-7213  

1st Lt. Noah Sprague – 706-491-9755 
2nd  Lt. Charles Whitehead –   478-986-8943  
Color Sgt. Kevin Sark - 478-731-8796 

Adjutant: 5th Corp. "Duke" Dobson 478-731-5531  
Treasurer: 6th Corp. Earl Colvin – 478-214-0687 

1st. Sgt. (Ret.) James “Barefoot” Boyd -  770-219-8302 or 706-344-7588 

1st Sgt. Alan "Cookie" Richards - 478-308-9739 

2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague – 478-320-8748 
Corp. (Ret.) Mike “Beezer” Banks – 770-467-8123  
1st Corp. Brick Lee Nelson - 478-986-1151  

2nd Corp. Matthew Whitehead - 478-607-0235 
3rd  Corp. Cody Sprague -  478-542-1802 

4th Corp. Tommy Shover – 478-230-3483 
Lead Chaplain – Joel Whitehead, Jr. - 478-986-8798 

Hon. Chaplain Ronnie "Skin" Neal – 478-808 8848 

Assistant Chaplain – Charles Hill – 770-845-6878 
Musician – Drew Edge – 478-365-1897 

Musician – Chance Sprague – 706-491-9755 
Musician - Aaron Bradford – 302-668-8029                                               
Musician - Al McGalliard - 478-259-5786 
ON FACEBOOK: "JACKSON RIFLES". And @ scv2218.com, thanks to Al McGalliard 

***** 

SCHEDULE OF 2019 EVENTS 
 

JUNE 7-8 – 122nd GA DIV. SCV REUNION IN MACON, GA 

JUNE 20 – CAMP 2218 SCV MEETING – SHERRIE’ RALEIGH 

JULY 18 – CAMP 2218 SCV MEETING – JOEL WHITEHEAD 

AUGUST 15 – CAMP 2218 SCV MEETING  

                     – CHERYL AULTMAN & JUDY SMITH 

SEPTEMBER 19 – CAMP 2218 SCV MEETING  

                         – JOHNNY MACK NICKLES 

SEPTEMBER 20-22 – HURRICANE SHOALS, GA  

OCTOBER 17 – CAMP 2218 SCV MEETING – MATT SIMS 

OCTOBER 20-22 – ANDERSONVILLE, GA RE-ENACTMENT 

OCTOBER 27-29 – SANDERSVILLE, GA RE-ENACTMENT 

NOVEMBER 23 – GRISWOLDVILLE COMMEMORATION 

                        NO REGULAR CAMP 2218 SCV MEETING 

                                              DECEMBER -     NO CAMP 2218 SCV MEETING 



 

***** 

PICKETT’S MILL EVENT – We understand that the 16th GA was well-represented at this State 

Park event held on May 31- June 1, but we received no photos of it. 
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“Earnestly contend for the faith!” in 

prayer – Jude 3  
You may not recognize many of the names on this 

page, but does that really matter? They represent 

real people – genuine needs.  Just because you do 

not know them personally nor the nature of their 

circumstance does not mean that you cannot pray 

for them. I ask you to touch this screen, bow 

your heart and head for a moment – just a 

moment - and ask God to meet these needs 

– ALL OF THEM - according to HIS will … 

Melvin Moulton   Mark “Watch Dog” Thompson   James Boyd   J.C. Nobles   Bonnie Kirstin 

Billy Stancil   Gary Banks   Steve Smith  Bill Cameron   Tom Stevens  Cathy Wheeler    

Reba Aultman   Kasey Larson   Val & Ed Elliott  Tommy Wright  Sue West Harold Buchanan  

Gale Red  Rev. Joey Young and family  Ben (Cooter) Jones  Dale & Becky Rankin   Roy and 

Dana Myers   Alan Farley   Ed Bearss    Mrs.& Mrs. Burns  Richard Durham   James & Kellie 

Morgan and Maddy … as well as, those who preach & teach The WORD, UDC, C.S.A.,U.S.A., 

Israel, Law Enforcement, Paramedics & Firefighters, Judges  Political Leaders, Missionaries, 

Our Compatriots, Ministers, Travelers, The lonely, bereaved families, The Cannonball House 

Staff, Our enemies … And for Me & You, that we witness boldly, risking awkwardness and 

seeming to be foolish. Please, let me know of others that should be on this list. 
(For privacy, I do not publish the details but will share if you contact me) 

***** 

REMEMBERING THOSE WE HAVE LOST SINCE LAST YEAR 
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CHUCK JOHNSON   678-576-0475 

Ivis Bradford whose business card appears (above) in this newsletter writes: “I 
finally updated my Etsy store with new sleeping caps. A few other things are in the 
works to be added in the near future. Perhaps there are some in need of a cap for 

the upcoming cooler events, or I would appreciate everyone's assistance in 
spreading the word about my business. The best kind of advertising is through 

people you know and trust!!! I would be indebted to you and the other members for 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.rumcreeksutler.com/&ei=PVxaVZr8GcWMsAWsoIDQBQ&bvm=bv.93564037,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNFK2KHUOdt80DdVQVzr7isorsNlHg&ust=1432071605062553


any help with advertisement. I continue to welcome custom sewing projects at this 
time. Here is the link to the store:” https://www.etsy.com/shop/ BarnLucky 
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SOME LOSER 
Politician James Clyburn recently called Confederate General Robert Edward Lee a “loser”, retaliating to 
Lee’s praise by the current U.S. President. 
     Other world leaders have paid Lee tribute. Winston Churchill: “Lee was the noblest American who 
had ever lived and one of the greatest commanders known to the annals of war.” 
     Theodore Roosevelt: "The world has never seen better soldiers than those who followed Lee; and 
their leader will undoubtedly rank as without any exception the very greatest of all the great captains 
that the English-speaking peoples have brought forth."       
     Dwight Eisenhower defended Lee’s portrait hanging in his office: “Lee was … one of the supremely 
gifted men produced by our Nation. He believed unswervingly in the Constitutional validity of his cause 
… a poised and inspiring leader, true to the high trust reposed in him by millions of his fellow citizens … 
selfless almost to a fault and unfailing in his faith in God… He was noble as a leader and as a man, and 
unsullied … a nation of men of Lee’s caliber would be unconquerable in spirit and soul.” Eisenhower 
believed that American youth should emulate Lee’s qualities, including his efforts to heal the Nation’s 
wounds. 
     Indeed, Lee knew military defeat. He sacrificed a peerless military career; lost was his U.S. citizenship, 
health and precious years with his beloved family - as was the case with those he commanded. Lee 
surrendered his pride to humility and his will was lost to God.  Yes, some loser, Lee was.             Jwd 

 

***** 
 

     CATHY’S CLOWN   
 - The Humor of Kenny Stancil  

 

Cathy and I were in our house listening to the 
neighbor's dog, who had been in their backyard 

barking for hours and hours. Finally, I jumped up 
and said, "I've had enough of this." I rushed 

downstairs and out the door. When I finally 
returned, Cathy said, "The dog is still barking; what 

have you been doing?" I said, "I put the dog in our 
backyard. Let's see how our neighbors like it." 

 

A lady lost her purse while shopping. It was found by an honest little boy 
and returned to her. Looking in her purse, she commented, "That's funny. 

When I lost my bag there was a $100 bill in it. Now there are 100 $1 bills." 
The boy quickly replied, "That's right, lady. The last time I found a lady's 

purse and she didn't have any change for a reward."  
 

A good rule of thumb is to never hire a magician with a wife with no legs. 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/BarnLucky
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This is a recent photo of Park Memorial Methodist Church on Arkwright Road in 

Macon, GA by Sherrie’ Raleigh. She notes that “when it was built it was truly ‘in the 
country’". Notice the rainbow in the lower right corner of the church . 
“I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the 

earth.“ – Genesis 9:13 
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https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Genesis-9-13/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Genesis-9-13/


 

 

  

A Good View of Battle 
 

The Federal line faces a Confederate Charge at The Battle of Griswoldville 
Re-enactment. Sunday, May 5, 2019. (Photo: Kellie Morgan) 
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NAME THAT SOLDIER 

 
Many thanks to 2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague who sent this old photo our way recently. 
It is a portion of the 16th GA, Company G . It looks like “The Jackson Rifles” is at 
drill perhaps around 1993.  From left to right it looks like Rocky Griffin (deceased), 

Wayne Dobson, Mike Thomas(deceased), Steven Smith, Noah Sprague, Gary Banks 
and Mark Thompson.  
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THERE’S ALL KINDS OF STUFF IN THAT BOOK! 
“Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets 

unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that 

thy servant did fear the Lord: and the creditor is come to take unto him my 
two sons to be bondmen.”  

– 2 Kings 4:1 

     Often a chapter the Bible simply overflows with spiritual truths. That may 

happen more frequently in the New 
Testament – for example there is that 

magnificent 3rd chapter of John when 
Nicodemus came to JESUS by night or 

2nd Timothy 4 when Paul is bidding to 
this ol’ world goodbye or the priestly 

prayer of our LORD JESUS in John 17. 
Such chapters are like a “good measure, 

pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over” (Luke 6:38) and we all have 

our favorites.  Maybe we miss a lot in the 

Old Testament because there is a 
tendency to read less of it. Regardless of what we read, THERE’S ALL KINDS 

OF STUFF – GOOD STUFF - IN THAT BOOK!  

     In 2 Kings 4, Elisha has begun his earthly ministry after Elijah went home 
in a flaming chariot (2 Kings 2:11). In beginning of this portion of scripture, we 

find a woman who is in trouble. Her husband has died, she is in debt and her 

sons are about to be taken away. Mosaic Law allowed the enslavement of 
the debtor and his children as far as the Year of Jubilee in order to work off a 

debt (Patterson and Austel). The unnamed woman earnestly appeals to the prophet 
Elisha, reminding him that she “feared the LORD;” – now, she needed help. 

Today we would call her a believer, a Christian and a servant of GOD. She is 
not being irreverent but simply saying that she belongs to GOD and she 

expects “grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). “…Elisha said unto her, 
“What shall I do for thee? tell me, what [do you have] in [your] house? She 

said, “a pot of oil”. (2 Kings 4:2) Elisha tells her to go borrow all the pots she can 
from her neighbors, bring them back and start pouring the oil she had into 

the borrowed pots. She does so and soon has an abundance to sell which 
takes care of her debt and then some. Notice that GOD told the widow to 

gather vessels and pour the oil herself (2 Kings 4:1-7). HE is real good, for 
instance, at making money appear where there is none and often by the 

means of something we already have. By the way, there is some evidence 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%204.1-7


that the woman’s jar of oil was not a large supply for cooking, but a small 
vessel for anointing. “You may have GOD in the measure in which you desire 

HIM but wishing is one thing; willing is quite another – one gets you nothing 
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 but the other gets all that GOD can bring (Maclaren).” Elisha made this woman 
commit herself in faith to GOD by borrowing vessels as commanded.   

Perhaps Elisha was tempted to gather the vessels and pour the oil himself, 
but he knew that she had to trust GOD herself. As with us the faith of our 

Mama or Daddy does not guarantee our own salvation. 
     Later, in the same 4th chapter, Elisha accepted the hospitality of a couple 

who had provided a place for this “Holy man of GOD” (2 Kings 4:9) to rest and 
eat during his travels.  Elisha considered the kindness this woman and her 

husband had done for him. No one should ever forget kindness done for 

them – it is to be remembered.  Elisha wanted to do something for her and 
his servant, mentioned that the woman was childless “and her husband was 

old (2 Kings 4:14)”. When Elisha told her she would have a son by this time next 
year, she did not quite believe him, but the boy was born and grew up. 

Years later, as the boy worked the fields with his father, he complained with 
a headache and by noon he was dead - “perhaps from sunstroke (Clarke)”. The 

woman sent for Elisha, and laid her son on the bed of the man of GOD, shut 
the door and went out: This shows the faith of the woman. She prepared for 

the resurrection of the boy, not his burial. 
     In verse 38 of the same 4th chapter of 2 Kings, Elisha went to Gilgal 

where there was a famine.  This may be may be the seven-year famine 
mentioned in 2 Kings 8:1-3 (Dilday).” Herbs and various plants were gathered 

for a meal. As the food was being eaten, someone noticed that one of the 
plants in the pot was poisonous. It was possibly “colocynth or wild cucumber 

(Dilday).” Elisha threw some meal into the pot and the contents were then safe 

to eat (2 Kings 4:41). If we experienced times of poisonous pleasures in the 
world, death was in our heart. The meal that Elisha put in the pot was not 

naturally purifying. As in our hearts and lives, the real purification was a 
miraculous work of GOD. The good, wholesome WORD of GOD was cast into 

the poison of sin and grace killed it.  
     And, finally, in verses 42-44: “there came a man ... and brought the man 

of GOD … twenty loaves of barley, and full ears of corn in the husk...” Elisha, 
told the server to feed the people but the server said that this was not 

enough food for 100 men. Elisha said again, “Give the people, that they may 
eat: for thus saith the Lord…” So the food was served and everyone ate 

“according to the word of the LORD.” This certainly reminds us of the New 
Testament accounts when JESUS told HIS disciples to feed the multitudes 

with loaves and fishes (Matthew 14:13-21 & Matthew 15:29-39). GOD can multiply all our 
limited efforts. Do we think HE needs our resources? Do we think HE is 

dependent upon human strength? HE wants our faith and our obedience 
Jwd                                                                                                                                          6/9/19 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%208.1-3


“Our weakness is a better weapon for GOD than our strength.”  

-  (Charles H. Spurgeon)  
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Old Paths Re-enactors Missions, Danielsville, GA 
Our ministry reaches the Civil War re-enactor as well as the spectator that comes to Civil War related events. 
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Living by faith in Jesus above, 

Trusting, confiding in His great love; 

From all harm safe in His sheltering arm, 

I’m living by faith and feel no alarm. 
 

- James Wells 

 

 
 

http://www.findglocal.com/US/Danielsville/163579553747925/Old-Paths-Reenactors-Missions
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