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Lectionary 18 (9th Sunday after Pentecost)

August 2, 2020
In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to
receive food and drink without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry multitude
and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we
remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share
the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as bread for
the hungry.
*=Stand as you are able Bold Print = congregation responds
ELW=Red Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Ringing of the Bell and Prelude
GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
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the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name.
Amen
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG

Praise and Thanksgiving

ELW 689

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.; Music: Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press; Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under CCLI
#2551458
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness,
and you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger
for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food
fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are
free. God also promises to make an everlasting covenant with all
peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel.
As David was a witness to the nations, these nations shall now
acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.
1Ho,

everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;
and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
4See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
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a leader and commander for the peoples.
5See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
8The LORD

is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9LORD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.
14The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.
15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,
and you give them their food in due season.
16You open wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17You are righteous in all your ways
and loving in all your works.
18You are near to all who call upon you,
to all who call upon you faithfully.
19You fulfill the desire of those who fear you;
you hear their cry and save them.
20You watch over all those who love you,
but all the wicked you shall destroy.
21My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.
SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with
the place of Israel in God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting
how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children,
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having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in
worship of God, and receiving divine promises.
1I

am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience
confirms it by the Holy Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed
and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred
according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong
the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the
worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and
from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is
over all, God blessed forever. Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude.
Still, his compassion for others will not allow him to dismiss those
who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest
miracles.
The holy gospel according to Matthew the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
6

13Now

when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the
Baptist], he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot
from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd;
and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it
was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away
so that they may go into the villages and buy food for
themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you
give them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing
here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them
here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to
heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate
and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken
pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five
thousand men, besides women and children.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – Please stay in your pews
SERMON
HYMM OF THE DAY What a Friend We Have in Jesus

ELW 742

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886; Music: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918. Public domain.
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and
there is enough. May your church trust that what you bless and
ask us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures.
Protect this abundance for the well-being of all. Reverse the
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damage we have caused your creation. Replenish ground water
supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect
forests from wildfires.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth,
inviting everyone to abundant life. Bring the prophetic vision to
fullness, that all nations will run to you and that nations who do
not know you will find their joy in you.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
Hear the anguish of tender hearts who cry to you in suffering and
satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and healing to those
who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind (especially):
Prayer Requests:
Laura Aust
Dianne Blackmer
Anita Brendeland
Dick Brown
Joan Carson
Alisha Cox
Bev Echtenkamp
Lowell Elliott
Jane Gordan
Jackie Greene
Bruce & Sandy Halverson
Dolores Hauge
Warren Johnson
Kevin Klingbeil
Alvina Larson
Ardell Lundgren
Merlin Lyon
Loree Ness
Deidre Qual
Shannon Tope
Marissa Vermeer
Joyce Volz
Sarah JoAnn Young Phil Zeller
Emergency workers, health workers, neighbors
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation
(Palestine Lutheran Church) such a welcoming heart, that our
words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality
to all whom we encounter.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring
us with all your saints to the heavenly banquet. We remember
with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known (especially):
Family & friends of Don Trautner, Wanda Halverson, Bonny
Erickson, Angie Claude, Donna Keiser, Arlene Wee, Judy Smith,
Sharon Mortenson, Valerie Brendeland, Sue Ihle, Ralph Kalsem,
Mark Richter, Dean Simmons, Charles Brendeland, Tanner
Houseman, Rev. LeRoy Dobbe, Jimmy Young, Darrell Rout
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love,
we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the
earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward
those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION
13

COMMUNION SONG

1.
2.

3.
4.

Holy Communion Distribution for Today
Congregation will remain seated and commune from
their seats using the prepackaged wafers and cups.
Ushers, Musicians and Technology ministers will
commune with the congregation from their seats
together with the Pastor.
Pastor will do a children’s blessing while children remain
in the pews with the help of parents.
Please dispose of empty communion cups in trash after
service.

*TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you
thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood of your
Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the
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world, that more and more we will give you praise and
serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Amen.
SENDING SONG Lord, I Lift Your Name on High

ELW 857

Text: Rick Founds, b. 1954; Music: Rick Founds; Text and music © 1989 Maranatha
Praise, Inc., admin. Music Services. Reprinted under CCLI #2551458

Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your prais-es.
I’m so glad you’re in my life, I’m so glad you came to save us.
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, from the earth
to the cross, my debt to pay, from the cross to the grave,
from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high.
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Ringing of the Bell
Postlude
For streaming and printing:
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS025376.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. OneLicense A708142 and CCLI #2551458

15

Those Serving in Today’s Service
Pastor: Eric Klimpel
Accompanist: Mindy DeVries
Youth Liaison: Nels Dovre
Technicians: Brent Emerson, Joe Russell, Austin Klimpel
This Week at Palestine
Today, August 2, 2020 Lectionary 18 (9th Sunday after Pentecost)
8:00 a.m. ZOOM Dawn Dialog
9:30 a.m. Worship (livestreamed); Holy Communion
Tuesday, August 4, 2020
6:00 p.m. ZOOM Bible study
Wednesday, August 5, 2020
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
12:00 noon ZOOM Prayer time
Friday-Sunday, August 7-9th Riverside Family Fun Weekend
Sunday, August 9, 2020 Lectionary 19
8:00 a.m. ZOOM Dawn Dialog
9:30 a.m. Worship (livestreamed)
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. Gather at the Blackmer Farm
Lectionary texts: 1 Kings 19:9-18; Psalm 85:8-13, Romans 10:5-15;
Matthew 14:22-33
Thank you for your Gifts for Ministry
THANK YOU!!! We celebrate your generosity and thank you in advance for
your support as we strive to reach our average weekly offering goal of
$4,427 for current expenses and $68 for benevolence.
Prayer from this week’s Southeastern Iowa Synod eNews:
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Palestine will accept your offering!
1. Bring to worship service with you and place in offering plates.
2. Mail check to:
Palestine Lutheran Church
1375 HWY 210
Huxley, IA 50124
3. Give online through Easy Tithe.
Go to our website www.plchuxley.com and click on the bright
red ONLINE GIVING tab on the right located above our
“Reaching out in Christian love to all” statement.
Thank you. Continue to pray and know God is with us.
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Welcome to Worship! We’re glad you’re here (physically or
virtually), guests and members alike, and pray that you will
find in our worship an opportunity to praise God and hear
God’s Word.
All baptized Christians who believe that Christ Jesus is
truly present in the sacrament to forgive, strengthen and
bless us, are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy
Communion.
Unreasonable Love (based on Matthew Chapter 14)
Imagine throwing an impromptu dinner party for thousands of
people. Looking out at the huge crowd, would you think, “Yeah, we can
do this. It’ll be fun!”? Or would you look in your fridge, cupboards, and
freezer and become absolutely certain there was not enough to go
around?
It is normal and human to look at the supplies available and
make a judgment about whether or not something can be
accomplished. It’s reasonable, even! But God’s kingdom is not
reasonable. God’s kingdom defies all of our human expectations.
It is not reasonable that the last shall be first. It is not
reasonable that God would pour forgiveness on us when we hardly
know how to confess. It is not reasonable that the disciples could feed
thousands of people with just a few loaves and fishes.
Thanks be to God for the unreasonable, unexpected grace we
find in the kingdom! May we brim with gratitude that where we see
limits, God knows what is possible. When we stare in shock at the Son
of God nailed to the cross, we are sure it’s the end of the story, but God
knows differently: love and life are unreasonably more abundant than
hatred and death.
When we bring whatever “loaves and fishes” we have in our
cupboards to God, God blesses them and makes of them enough. At the
Lord’s table, we find the mystery of Christ’s abundant presence in the
bread and the wine. At the font, we are joined to the immeasurable,
eternal covenant of being God’s beloved through the profuse waters of
baptism. It’s preposterous, really, how lavishly, how unreasonably God
loves the world! Let us rejoice in God’s unreasonable love and mercy,
and join the feast.
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