
 

1 

 

 

Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, January 7, 2020 (6:00 p.m.) 

Kayse Room 

 

At the Regular Council Meeting held on the above date the following members were present: 

 

  

Mayor: Matt Seale 

City Council: Mona Paulk, Patrice Y.W. Manley, Lemora Moses,  

Steven Hudson, and Claire Clayton 

City Clerk: Lucile Middlebrooks 

City Attorney Warren Mixon  

Fire Chief: Will Towson  

Police Chief: Billy Hancock 

 

 

First: Mayor Matt Seale called the meeting to order and determined a quorum, prayer by 

City Attorney Warren Mixon, and then the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America was pledged and spoken by everyone. 

 

Second: Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd by Councilman Lemora Moses to 

adopt the Agenda for Tuesday, January 7, 2020. 

All in favor say I – Voted 5 yes; Opposes none - Motion passed. 

  

Third: Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd by Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. 

Manley for the approval and adopting of the Minutes from the Regular Meeting  

of December 3, 2019.  

All in favor say I -Voted 5 yes; Opposes none – Motion passed. 

  

Fourth: Gerald George requesting permission for a Bar/Game Room at 111 East 4th Street. 

Mr. Gerald George is requesting permission to open a bar not a game room. 

Motion by Councilman Lemora Moses and 2nd by Councilwoman Mona Paulk to 

approved the pouring by the distilled spirits, wine, and beer licenses for  

Mr. George. He will also we allowed to have one game such a pool (billard) 

game. 

All in favor – Voted 4 yes: Opposes 1 (Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. Manley) 

Motion passed. 

 

Fifth:  Committee Appointments 

  Mayor Seale stated according the City Charter, the Mayor Pro tem is appointed in  

the first Council meeting of the year. 

He asked for nomination for Mayor Pro tem. 
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Motion by Councilman Lemora Moses and 2nd by Councilwoman Mona Paulk to 

nominate Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. Manley to be the Mayor Pro tem for 

Calendar Year 2020.  

All in favor – Voted 4 yes; Opposes None;  

Abstained 1 (Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. Manley)   

 

Mayor requested that the Finance, License, Purchase Committee be dissolved and 

create the Community Development Committee effective now. The Mayor is the 

ex-officio of all committees. Mayor Matt Seale reviewed his Committee 

Appointments with the Council. 
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Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd Councilman Lemora Moses to 

dissolve the Finance, Licenses, Purchase Committee and create the new 

Community Development Committee. 

All in favor – Voted 5 yes: Opposes none – Motion passed. 

 

Mayor Seale requested that each committee meets once a quarter. 

He also challenges each council member for the lowest hourly wage. 

The hours he works, he makes less than minimum wage. Get more engaged. 

  Mayor Seale made all Committees official. 

  Any official committee meeting must be coordinated through the City Clerk. 

  The press must be notified. 

 

Sixth:  Bank Loan Bids 

  Planters First, Ameris, and Irwin County State Bank sent letters with their loan  

interest rate bid proposals. The bids were Planters First Bank 3.10%, Ameris 

Bank 2.34%, and Irwin County State Bank 3.15% 

  Motion by Councilman Lemora Moses and 2nd by Councilwoman Patrice Y.W.  

Manley to make the operating General fund loan with Ameris Bank 2.34% 

All in favor – Voted 5 yes; Opposes none – Motion passed. 
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  For the New Council members, Mayor Seale reviewed the financials of the City. 

  We have the General Fund and the Enterprise Funds which are the Water, Sewer,  

Gas, and Sanitation Funds. 

  We have to setup the loan is a TAN for the Loan. Mayor Seale request that we do  

the same as loan year with borrowing $80,000.00 for the Sanitation Fund 

  Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd by Councilwoman Patrice Y.W.  

Manley to request interest rate on borrowing $80,000.00 for the Sanitation Fund. 

  All in favor – Vote 5 yes; Opposes None – Motion passed 
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Seventh: Bids for Spray Field Contract 

Mayor stated that there were no bids received and suggested that the first person  

to come in requesting to do the work and agree to the contract of a minimum of 

$500.00 per year for the next three years be given the contract. 

Motion by Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. Manley and 2nd by Councilwoman Mona  

Paulk for the first person to come in and agree to the contract of a minimum of 

$500.00 per year for the next three years to be given the contract.  

All in favor – Voted 5 yes; Opposes none – Motion passed. 

 

Eighth: Bidding – Mowing City Properties (City Hall, Community House, Neighborhood 

Center, College Hill Park, Cumbee Park, and Police Department) 

Since an Elected Official can not work for the City, mowing the City Properties 

must be put out for bid. 

Motion by Councilman Lemora Moses and 2nd by Councilwoman Mona Paulk to  

bid the mowing of City Properties as listed above. 

All in favor – Voted 5 yes; Opposes none – Motion passed. 

 

Ninth:  TIA Resolution 

  Mayor Matt Seale read the TIA Resolution 
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  Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd by  

Councilman Lemora Moses to adopt the TIA Resolution 

  All in favor – Voted 5 yes, Opposes none – Motion passed. 
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Tenth:  CHIP Resolution 

  Mayor Matt Seale read the 2020 Community House Investment Program  

Resolution

 
Motion by Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. Manley and 2nd by Councilman Lemora  

Moses to adopt the 2020 CHIP Resolution for Housing Rehabilitation  

Improvements. 

All in favor – Voted 5 yes; Opposes none – Motion passed. 

 

Eleventh: Transfer for CDBG 2017 

  Mayor Seale stated for the CDGB 2017 we pledged $600,000 to the 1.3-million- 

dollar project. Mayor Seale would like to request permanent fund transfers to  

cover grant match expenses. He would like to transfer up to $150,000.00 from  

from Water to General Fund and payoff the remaining balance of the CDBG 2017 
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Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd by Councilman Lemora Moses  

to approve the permanent transfer of funds up to $150,000.00 from  

from Water to General Fund and payoff the remaining balance of the CDBG 2017 

All in favor – Voted 5 yes; Opposes none – Motion passed. 

 

Twelfth: Transfer for CDBG 2018 

Mayor Seale stated we pledged $400,000 for the CDBG 2018 project. 

Mayor Matt Seale would like to request permanent fund transfers to  

cover upcoming grant match expenses.  

He would like to transfer up to $400,000.00: 

$100,000.00 from Water; $150,000.00 from Gas; and $150,000.00 from Sewer. 

Motion by Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. Manley and 2nd by Councilman Lemora  

Moses to approve the permanent transfer of funds $100,000.00 from Water; 

$150,000.00 from Gas; and $150,000.00 from Sewer. 

All in favor – Voted 5 yes; Opposes none – Motion passed. 

 

Thirteenth: Executive Session 

Motion by Councilwoman Patrice Y.W. Manley and 2nd by Councilman Lemora 

Moses to go into Executive Session in reference to personnel matters. 

All in favor – Voted 5 yes; Opposes none – Motion passed. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Mona Paulk and 2nd by Councilman Lemora Moses to 

come out of Executive Session. 

All in favor – Voted 5 yes: Opposes none – Motion passed 

 

Motion by Councilman Steven Hudson and 2nd by Councilwoman Mona Paulk to 

increase Fire Chief Will Towson’s annual salary to $40,000 effective 

immediately. 

All in favor – Voted 5 yes; Opposes none – Motion passed. 

 

Fourteenth: Report from Committees 

None 

 

Fifteenth: Motion by Councilwoman Claire Clayton and 2nd by Councilman Steven Hudson  

to adjourn the meeting.  

All in favor – Voted 5 yes; Opposes None – Motion passed. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 

 

 

MAYOR MATT SEALE     

 

 

CITY CLERK LUCILE MIDDLEBROOKS     


