January 3, 2018
The Independence City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, January 3, 2018 at 6:15 p.m. in the Council Room of the City Hall.
Mayor Robert Baecker presided.  Roll call was taken as follows: Brad Rebarchek, Tim Hanson, Jason Ekern, Cleo Skroch, Dave Galewski and Rich Theisen were present.  Also present were Attorney Michalak, Mark Cormack, Sue Kvittem, Mary Runkel Moehring, Marlet Marsolek, Karen Geske, Brian Fox, Hi-Crush, Ryan Hosch, Ayres Associates and Debbie Foss were present. 

Public notice was given.

Motion by Rebarchek and seconded by Ekern to approve the minutes from the December 4, 2017 City Council meeting. Motion carried.
Mayor Baecker opened the floor to public comments: 
· Karen Geske asked where the $90,000.00 from Hi-Crush is going.  We do not get any money from Hi-Crush.  That was the amount of guaranteed tax revenue per the CUP with Hi-Crush.
· Tim Hanson received a complaint about the noise from the trains from the sand mine that park within the City limits.  Attorney Michalak advised that the railroad is directed by federal regulations and there is not much we can do.  Hi-Crush is working with us on resolving this problem.
· Cleo Skroch asked if we could restrict the parking on Indee Blvd to one side parking only. She received a complaint about how tight it is when vehicles are parked on both sides for the street. This will be sent to the Street Committee for further review.
Old Business:
· 7th Street Pay Request:
 Motion by Rebarchek and seconded by Galewski to approve the pay request from Gerke Excavating in the amount of $15,742.23 for work done on 7th Street.  Motion carried with Tim Hanson, Jason Ekern, Cleo Skroch, Dave Galewski and Brad Rebarchek voting aye. Rich Theisen abstained from voting.
· 3rd, 4th & 5th Streets Pay Request:

Motion by Hanson and seconded by Rebarchek to approve the pay request #3 for the 3rd, 4th and 5th Street Project from Gerke Excavating in the amount of $291,915.15.  Motion carried with Jason Ekern, Cleo Skroch, Dave Galewski, Brad Rebarchek and Tim Hanson voting aye.  Rich Theisen abstained from voting.

· Oium Pay Request:

Motion by Rebarchek and seconded by Theisen to table until the next meeting in order to get detailed information on the extra cost for 7th Street and quantity slips for the Castle Court paving.  Motion carried.
New Business:
· Mapping Updates – Ryan Hosch, Ayres Associates:
Motion by Rebarchek and seconded by Ekern to approve hiring Ayres Associates to update City, Zoning and Ward Maps with the cost not to exceed $6,200.00.  Motion carried with Cleo Skroch, Dave Galewski, Rich Theisen, Brad Rebarchek, Tim Hanson and Jason Ekern voting aye.
· Cleaning Person:
Motion by Galewski and seconded by Theisen to hire Brad Skroch as the cleaning person for the City.  He will be paid a wage of $12.00 per hour.  Motion carried.
· Resignation of City Employee:
Motion by Galewski and seconded by Theisen to accept the resignation from Street Superintendent James Bisek effective April 1, 2018.  Motion carried.
· Summer Recreation Discussion:

A discussion was held on going back to having a committee to help in making decisions for the Summer Rec Program.  Jason Ekern is interested in being on the committee.
Licenses & Permits:
· Bartender Licenses:
Motion by Galewski and seconded by Ekern to approve the bartender’s


license applications for: 


SkyMarie Johnson
Danielle Hanson

 Motion carried with 5 ayes and 1 abstaining.
Committee Reports:
· Law Enforcement and Personnel Committee:
Dave Galewski reported that one of the new squads is here.  The other one is in and we will be trading in the truck for this purchase.  Trade-in value is $18,000.00.  We will be keeping the Ford Taurus.  The Police Department will be selling a couple vehicles and misc. equipment on auction.
The new drug dog will be a German Shepherd and will be coming from Jessiffany Canine Services in Iron Ridge, Wisconsin.

· Water/Sewer:
  
The Utility Commission met on December 26th.  The mower and skid-steer are 


both in.  Some people are running water as instructed by the utility.

Correspondence:

Mary Runkel Moehring presented the Council with a donation of $1000.00 that is to be used in some sort of way in the city hall chambers so attendees can hear what transpires in council discussions.  Motion by Skroch and seconded by Galewski to bring bids back to the next meeting.  Motion carried.
Approval of Invoices & Payroll
The following bills were presented to the Finance Committee:


Salaries of employees and officials



           $ 36,824.51

Independence Fire District, delinquents added to tax roll
                   200.00


Osseo Ford, K-9 vehicle





  32,000.00


Gerke Excavating, Inc., pay request 3rd, 4th & 5th streets
            164,467.86


Tremp. Co. Treasurer, dog tags




         53.00


Ayres Associates, engineering fee’s




    1,935.18

BP, fuel






                   705.73


D&D Farm Supply, mower for utility dept.



    2,850.00

Digger’s Hotline, locates





         12.95


Klimek’s Station, utility truck repairs




       761.00


Indee Mini Mart, fuel






         45.89


Kulig, Michalak & Franklin, attorney fee’s



       495.20


Midwest Natural Gas, heat





    3,296.53

Napa Auto Parts, misc. supplies




       190.60


News Publishing, publications




       442.35


Pietrek’s Service Station, fuel





       234.32

Securian Financial Group, life insurance



       169.06

Spee-Dee, shipping charges





       158.37


TCC, phone, cable and internet




    1,265.06
Tri-City Sanitation, garbage collection



    4,420.00
Verizon Wireless, cell phones





       279.81

WEA Insurance, vision insurance




         97.15

WEA Insurance Trust, health insurance



  13,225.12

Xcel Energy, power






    6,533.85

Independence State Bank, interest short term



    1,229.85

Wiebke Trading Company, guns for police dept.


    1,930.00

Independence Postmaster, stamps for w/s bills


       170.69
Amazon, library






       265.22

Arcadia Electric Motor, repairs at sewer plant


    2,659.80

Central Builders supply, misc. supplies



       885.12

Chad Halvorson, cell phone reimbursement



         25.00

Chimney Rock Appraisal, assessor payment



    2,100.00

City of Independence, property taxes




       209.64
Civic systems, semi-annual support on computer programs

    3,974.00

Command Central, maintenance agreement on voting equipment
       540.00

Core & Main LP, meter washers




             .76

Creative Products Source, library supplies



       196.32

Dairyland Laboratories, water testing



                     40.00

Davy Laboratories, sewage testing




       782.00

Egle Tire, tires for squad car





       596.70

GCS Software, tax collection software



       330.00

Hawkin’s Water treatment, chemicals for water/sewer

    4,956.56
Hillside PC, library computer repairs




         90.00

Huebsch Lines, rugs, mops and uniforms



       200.01

HydroCorp, cross connection contract



       310.00

Independence Public School, library




         48.00

Independence Water & Sewer, w/s bill



       417.91

James Bisek, cell phone reimbursement



         25.00

John Deere Financial, hydraulic oil




       925.16

Johnson Hardware & Rental, dog food and hedge trimmer

       133.99

Kevin Koval, cell phone reimbursement



         25.00

League of Municipalities, league dues



       570.59

Matt Pedersen, cell phone reimbursement



         25.00

Mead Public Library, library




       
         57.49

MEL Total Elevator, service contract




       195.34
Mid-America Research Chemical, penetrating oil


       144.54

Mid-States Organized Crime, membership



       100.00

Modern Marketing, library





       164.01

North Central Labs, lab supplies




         46.56
Plum Creek Electric, street light repairs



         45.00

Ronald Sonsalla, cell phone reimbursement



         25.00

Short Elliott Hendrickson, engineering fee’s



    4,654.17

Tanya Kulig, library mileage





       116.37

The Saturday Evening Post, library




         38.00

Titian Public Safety, annual support




       598.00

Tremp. Co. Highway Dept., rv mowing



       188.42

Tri-State Business Machines, copy machine



       130.63

US Treasury, payroll taxes




                    262.73

Verizon wireless, cell phones





        378.76

WI Dept. of Revenue, manufacturing values



     1,215.53

Motion by Rebarchek and seconded by Hanson to approve the bills as presented. Motion carried with Dave Galewski, Rich Theisen, Brad Rebarchek, Tim Hanson, Jason Ekern and Cleo Skroch voting aye. 
Items for Next Agenda 

· Oium Pay Requests
· Mapping Up-dates
Date for Future Meeting
· City Council – February 5th @ 6:15
· Water & Sewer Budget – Monday, January 8th @ 6:15

· Law Enforcement & Personnel – Tuesday, January 9th @ 6:15

· Library Board – Wednesday, January 10th
· Property Aesthetics and Safety – Thursday, January 11th @ 6:15
Adjournment 
Motion by Rebarchek and seconded by Galewski to adjourn.  Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 
Lenice Pronschinske
City Clerk
