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“Preach. Teach. Reach.” 



P Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does 
 wondrous things. 
C Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront 
 our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

P God of new beginnings, 

 

C we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
 We have strayed from your paths.  We prepare for war 
 instead of peace.  We dishonor one another and your 
 creation.  Purify us with your refining fire and set us again 
 on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of 
 repentance, and welcome your coming among us.  Amen. 

 

P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender 
 branch, a living sign.  By water and the Spirit you are joined to 

 this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have 
 been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
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P People of peace, God desires people who hold fast to the 
 vision of God’s Kingdom where peace and justice reign. 
 
C Make us those peaceful people! 
 
P God longs for people who have courage, who examine their 
 motives fearlessly, who won’t abide intimidation or a bully. 
 
C Make us those peaceful people! 
 
P God yearns for people who resist the call to vengeance, the 
 false solution of anger, the easy answers of hate. 
 
C Make us those peaceful people! 

 
 

P      Let’s pray together… 

 
 

C God of peace, we hear your call to live in peace with you 
 and with our neighbors.  Bring light to our path as we 
 await your peaceable kingdom.  Amen 
 
(Light the candle of peace.) 
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C Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your 
 only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of 
 repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
 and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

4 



  Isaiah 11:1-10

R 
1
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a 

 branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2
The spirit of the Lord shall 

 rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
 of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
 the Lord. 

3
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He 

 shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his 
 ears hear; 

4
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 

 decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the 
 earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
 he shall kill the wicked. 

5
Righteousness shall be the belt 

 around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

6
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down 

 with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and 
 a little child shall lead them. 

7
The cow and the bear shall 

 graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 
 eat straw like the ox. 

8
The nursing child shall play over the 

 hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
 adder’s den. 

9
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 

 mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
 Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

10
On that day the root of 

 Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
 inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

5 



God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people 
has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by 
welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them 
into God’s family. 

 

R 
4
Whatever was written in former days was written for our 

 instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 
 encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 

5
May 

 the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live 
 in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 
 

6
so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 

 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7
Welcome one another, 

 therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
 God. 

8
For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 

 circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he 
 might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 

9
and in 

 order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
 written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
   and sing praises to your name”; 

10
and again he says, “Rejoice, 

 O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11

and again,  “Praise the Lord, all 
 you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”;

12
and again 

 Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises 
 to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 

13
May the 

 God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
 you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

R The Word of the Lord. 

 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Matthew 3:1-12 

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, 
calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to 
come. 

P 
1
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 

 Judea, proclaiming, 
2
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

 come near.” 
3
This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah 

 spoke when he said,  “The voice of one crying out in the 
 wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
 straight.’ ” 

4
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a 

 leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 
 wild honey. 

5
Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 

 going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 
6
and 

 they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
 sins. 

7
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees 
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 coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 
 Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

8
Bear fruit 

 worthy of repentance. 
9
Do not presume to say to yourselves, 

 ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 
 from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 

10
Even 

 now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
 that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
 fire. 

11
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is 

 more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
 carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
 fire. 

12
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 

 threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but 
 the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

Please rise. 
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P As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray 
 for a world that yearns for new hope. 

 

A brief silence. 
 
R God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for 
 hymn writers and theologians. Inspire teachers, writers, and 
 musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your 
 mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
R You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and 
 destruction will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the 
 earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and 
 wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your 
 mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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R You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. 
 Raise up leaders who will govern with equity and serve the 
 common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials 
 to protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for 
 themselves. God, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
R You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the 
 aid of any who are exploited or abused, especially children, 
 elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and 
 help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those 
 fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P You urge your people to welcome one another as you have 
 welcomed us. Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this 
 and every congregation. We pray for people who are 
 homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones 
 especially today we pray for Virginia Steward, Lisa Thompson, 
 Mark Gehrke, Diane McFarlin, Dave Weinberger and all those 
 we name upon our lips or in our hearts. God, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your 
 Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all 
 your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
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P Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of 
 water to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, 
 wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy 
 and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this 
 through Christ our Savior. 
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P Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
 bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
 As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
 sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us 
 toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ 
 our Savior and Lord. 

P God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who 

 holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and  

 

     forever. 
C Amen. 



SENDING 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal 

 

P Go in peace.  Christ is near. 

 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PRAYERS & CARES  

CONGREGATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

OUR STAFF 
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YOUTH & KIDS 

 CALL TO ACTION 

MEN’S MINISTRY 

                                                           OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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RIVER FOOD PANTRY GIFTS FOR KIDS 

Once again, Burke will be participating in the Christmas gift 

giving for the kids of the River Food Pantry.  The tree is up in 

the narthex and each gift tags lists the name of a child, their 

age and suggested ideas for the gift.  They are asking that the 

cost of the gift(s) be no more than $40.  

Once you have selected a tag please write your name on the 

list corresponding to the tag number so we can keep track of 

who is purchasing the gifts.  We have 15 children to buy gifts 

for this year. 

DANE COUNTY JAIL MINISTRY 
The jail is looking for winter coats for the inmates that will be re-
leased this holiday season.  The sizes they have requested are 
large, X-Large,  2X-large, 3X-large and 4X-large.  Coats should 
be for men or unisex. 

If you have any coats you are willing to donate, there is a box in 
the Narthex.  Please have the coats to the church by early Decem-
ber as they will be picked up mid December. 

CARDS FOR INMATES 
The Dane County Jail is also asking for Christmas cards to be giv-
en to inmates.  These cards can be brought into the church and 
placed in the box in the narthex. 
There are guidelines for the wording and types of cards.  They 
can not have glitter, sequins, cardboard flaps, ribbons or wood 
on them.  There can not say the name of our church or any identi-
fication.    Do not include the envelop. 
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POINSETTIAS 
Add color to the sanctuary for the holidays! 
Sign up in the Narthex to purchase or    
sponsor a poinsettia (or two!)  Red or white 
are $16 each. 

Join us for Worship: 
    Christmas Eve Worship:  3:00pm & 9:00pm 

     Christmas Day:  10:00am 
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THIS WEEK AT BURKE 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Worship Leaders Needed:  We 
still have some open slots for all services. Sign up sheet is in the  
Narthex.                           

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Bible Study, 1:30pm  
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