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The Mission of the United Methodist
Church is to make Disciples of Jesus
Christ for the Transformation
of the World.
As I sit and wonder what I should say in this month’s newsletter, I keep coming back to
the crucifixion. I don’t want to go there, because, as someone once said, we live in a
Good Friday world. And this year, that seems even more true than ever before. Alcohol and drug addiction seem to be on the rise, especially with opioid abuse. We are all
concerned about how soon we might be back to “normal,” and what normal will even
look like. Unemployment is on the rise and homelessness in the United states has
topped a half million persons, while 34 million live below the poverty rate. There are
also struggles with race relations, a declining life expectancy, and a marked distrust in
both our political leaders and the media. – it is a Good Friday world.
And perhaps that’s why we need to go to the cross. We need to be reminded during our
suffering that we have a God who suffered and suffers with us. Too often, we want to
skip the suffering and move on to the joy – we want to skip the cross and move on to
the resurrection. But this Easter season, let us linger for just a moment at a hill called
Golgotha. Let us pause and take a look at the King of the universe as he dies a cruel
death for you and for me.
In our pain and our suffering, we have a God who is with us. We have a Savior who
experienced the same pains we experience. And we have a Savior who was victorious
over every form of suffering, even death on that cross.
So let’s linger at the cross for a moment, but only a moment. For the truth of the
matter is that our Suffering Savior is also our Risen Lord. And because He has
defeated death and suffering, we can live victorious lives, knowing that through Him
we will have everlasting life.
Pastor Steve

Easter
Flowers
Order forms will be located on the Welcome Center,
can be emailed or mailed.

Call the Church office to request one!
The deadline to order is March 15th!

Fellowship Meals
-March 7th-

Missions Committee is sponsoring our next Fellowship Drive-thru
Meal. The meal includes:
Lasagna
Salad
Garlic Bread
Homemade Chocolate Chip Cookie
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!

Clothing Pantry
We will be open
Every Saturday until April 4th!
See Lori Brooks for more info!

Personal Hygiene Items Drive
The Missions Committee is collecting personal hygiene items for the
people in the three recovery houses. We are currently collecting
laundry detergent, wash clothes, towels (bath and hand), dish cloths,
dish towels and dish soap.
Please deposit donation in the basket in the corner of the Sanctuary!

Wednesday Bible Studies
6 a.m.—Men’s Bible Study
9 a.m.—Women’s Bible Study

Contribution statements
2020 Contribution statements are available upon request.
If you would like one, give the Church office a call at
330-337-9531.
They can be picked up or mailed.

Dear friends,
We cannot thank each of you enough, not just for your prayers and support
during this awful time, but for all the years we have been a part of Salem
First United Methodist. The only reason we are able to even breathe right
now is because we know that Mak is resting easy with our Lord, and a large
reason for that is all of you. You loved and supported him for all his years,
praying for him, sending him to church camp, teaching him is Sunday School
and VBS, encouraging him in his music, teaching him life skills, and showing
him to accept and love Jesus.
Thank you for your help in raising our Mak to his young adulthood, and
thank you for your help in laying him to rest. Your contributions, along with
others in the surrounding communities, provided a beautiful way to honor
his life and say goodbye to him. We certainly were not prepared to plan a
funeral service for our child, and your gift meant we didn’t have to. You did
it for us. Thank you.
After all you have done for us, we can only offer our heartfelt thanks, and
then ask for something else: Please continue to pray for John and Ellie, and
help us to raise them strong and blessed in Christian love.
Sincerely,
The Kidd Family

We are looking for committees or groups to host
the Drive-Thru Fellowship meals. All the costs
are covered, and it can be fun for your group.
The next open date will be the Sunday after
Easter and then each first Sunday of the month
thereafter.
Please contact Fred Bennett if you’re willing to
help or have questions!

January

Year to Date

January

Income

$26,669.47

$26,669.47

ROC

$

215.00

Expense

$24,144.02

$24,144.02

Pantry

$

200.00

$ 4,280.29

$ 2,525.45

Trustees $

1,359.47

ALTAR FLOWERS
Just a reminder that altar flowers are
available to order for the cost of
$40.00 for the pair or $20.00 for one
vase. This is a great way to remember
and/or honor a loved one. It’s also a
great way to celebrate a birthday or
anniversary.
Please see Jenny in the church office
to order yours today.

We are meeting Wednesday in the
3M room (small dining room) from
5:30 pm to 7 pm.
Contact Nancy Miller for additional
information!

The church office
is open
Wednesday—
Friday, 8am-3pm.
The office phone
will be answered
Monday-Friday
8am-3pm.
Thank You!!

Application packets are
available in the church
office.
Deadline to submit is April
15th at 12 noon.

A Miracle in the works…..
It’s been 5 weeks since Bekah Gross’s incident, which required
resuscitation. After “sleeping” for three weeks, she began the process
of “waking up” - becoming aware of her surroundings and knowing
who she is. We have seen so may miracles performed in her body and
brain. Expectations of maximum brain damage were shown to be
wrong. Her liver damage is gone. Her kidneys are working again, and
any signs of long-term damages are gone. She hasn’t had any seizures
since the first 24 hours after her incident. She is able to breathe
without a ventilator.
Bekah had been approved for Cleveland Clinics Children’s
Rehabilitation “minimally awareness program.” By the time a bed
became available, Bekah was maximally aware, and entered the
regular rehabilitation program. She is regaining her strength,
balance and mobility, the ability to care for herself, and working on
skills that have been affected by this traumatic brain injury.
She has a tracheostomy and feeding tube. We have a plan in motion
for the removal of the trach in the next week or two. As she eats
more by mouth, she will need less by tube. That can be capped off
until it’s removed, a few months down the road. We are also learning
to manage the Type 1 diabetes that led to this entire situation.
The Bill and Kristi Gross Family thank you for all your prayers.
God still works miracles!

Karen Zeigler

03/04

Laverne Hummel

03/06

Isabella Stewart

03/08

Judy McKee

03/09

Michael Popa

03/09

Joe Toporccer Sr.

03/09

Lisa Toy

03/12

Nancy Ciotti

03/13

Diane Collins

03/14

Bill Schilling

03/28

Larry Oesch

03/29

Scott & Lori Brooks
Jim & Donna Beardsley
Mike & Mary Jo Kidd
Ray & Marsha Pennington

32 Years
9 Years
22 Years
46 Years

03/04
03/10
03/13
03/22

Quick Question….
What was one positive thing that came out of the
“unusual” past year we had?
Email your answers to office@firstumcsalem.org
so they can be shared in the April Mirror!

A PRAYER FOR THIS TIME
WRITTEN BY DR. DAVID W. BLOOR
BLESSED EASTER - 2021
Here we are rapidly approaching the most wonderful and precious time of the
whole year. But at the same time a deadly virus surrounds us seeking to destroy
us. Never the less, focus with me now not on COVID-19, but on a risen Savior
who has come to abide with us, forgiving us, redeeming us and saving us by His
earth shaking love.
Doesn’t the sound of Easter have a heavenly ring that finds a home in our
hearts, especially when it emits from the following message:
O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder consider all the worlds
thy hands have made, I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
thy power through-out the universe displayed.
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze.
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, sent Him
to die, I scarce can take it in; that on the cross, my burden
gladly bearing, He bled and died to take away my sin;
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!
There is a commercial I recently saw on TV which states the following:
“Nobody knows Easter better than the Cadbury Bunny.” But the commercial is
so very wrong and it should proclaim: “Nobody knows Easter better than the
followers of Jesus Christ.” Easter is our dearest and holiest day. The scriptures
make it very clear. As found in John 14:1-4:
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my
Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am
going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.
You know the way to the place where I am going.”
God Bless us everyone,
thank you God. Amen.

George McKee, Kyle Franzen, The Patterson Family, The DeFazio
Family & Bekah Gross
Prayer concerns may be submitted by calling the church office at 330-337-9531 or email
office@firstumcsalem.org
If you have an urgent prayer request and want to activate the prayer chain, please let
Jenny in the church office know or contact Betty Milhoan.
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Do you want to hear the services in the
privacy of your home?
We are offering the recordings of the 10:45 services on CD.
If you would like a copy of the service, please contact the
church office.

