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Thank you to all the people who have contributed to this
edition, as well as our managers, activities directors, and
coordinators.
Please submit your ideas or articles in writing or by email
with your name, address and phone number.
Doug or Robin Vaughan, 11109 Peru Creek Dr.
(813) 503-6255 (813) 217-1141
douglasmvaughan@gmail.com
robinavaughan@gmail.com

Bill & Lois Brimmer
By: Bill Brimmer
The park has been a busy place and it’s nice to see so many
people enjoying it! There is a new roof on the clubhouse. We
are looking into replacing the ceiling panels in the hall now
that the roof is completed. Work on the electric in the park is
ongoing. We have laid over 900 feet of wire since the beginning
of December. This is a 50-year-old park and it’s a 7 day a week
job to maintain and upgrade. Many more projects are slated
for the future!

Prudy and Dave Hodsdon
By: Prudy Hodsdon
Hope everyone’s New Year is off to a great start! Lots of fun
activities are scheduled for February! We will kick it off with
Scott’s famous bean soup on the 2nd. Followed by the Super
Bowl pizza party on the 13th and the park yard sale on the
19th.
Check the calendar and the sign boards for the dates and
times for all of the park’s scheduled activities. For the most
up-to-date news and information come to the Friday morning
coffee. Coffee and socializing start at 7:45am followed by the
meeting at 8:30am
If you have any questions, suggestions, complaints, compliments or ideas please come and see me, either at my office or
home, leave me a message in the office, or call me at 603-3121461.
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EDITORIAL
By: Robin Vaughan

I see lots of people out and about in the park. The weather is so beautiful this time of year! It just feels good to be
outside! I was talking to my sister (who lives in Michigan)
on the phone while walking the other day and she said, “is
that birds I hear?” I told her it was. She just sighed and said
she missed the sounds of birds. Her comment made me
stop and think. I had forgotten how miserable Michigan
can be in the winter. Day after day of gray skies, bitter cold,
and driving wind. I’ve lived in the Tampa Bay area for almost
30 years. At what point did I stop seeing and hearing the
beauty that is Florida? Shoot, I haven’t razzed my sisters
about our warm winter weather in years, and I used to get
a real kick out of that! So, I have decided I am going to pay
more attention. I’m going to take the time to listen. I am
going to look at the flowers and trees. I must draw the line
at smelling the smells though, some things in Florida really
stink!
I also want to be more observant of the various forms of
wildlife in the park. In the overall scheme of things, our park
is just a little piece of Riverview, which is a little piece of Florida. Yet, we have an abundance of wildlife! There is a huge
red-tailed hawk that has made his home in the park for years
now. I love to see him perched on an RV, a pick-up truck,
or a light pole where he surveys his domain. The sandhill
cranes are so interesting to watch. While riding around in

our golf cart with my grandson, we were treated to a spontaneous mating ritual. Lord, I apologize for lying, but it did
look like they were dancing! The parrots really make a lot of
noise perched on the wires at the front of the park. Did you
know that there are 17 species of parrots in Florida? There
are also bunnies and raccoons galore! We had an alligator
in one of our pond in the back of the park. Haven’t seen him
in a while. A couple of times a year we are visited by some
black belly whistling ducks. They are distinctive because of
their bright pink bills. And there are wild boar! Doug Mills
and Cecil Fernandez arranged with a friend of theirs to set a
trap over by the water treatment plant. He caught several
of the pigs. We think they were young ones because their
average weight was about 80 lbs. Shortly after those pigs
were caught, other pigs ventured from the area by the water
treatment plant and made a couple of overnight visits to
Cecil and Doug’s backyard where they did a huge amount
of damage. I have a theory about those visits. I think mama
pig was purposely looking for them to get retribution for
arranging the capture and deportation of her babies!
Take a minute to go outside! Take advantage of our glorious winter weather! Go for a walk or a bike ride or a golf cart
ride. Do some gardening, or just sit on your porch. Enjoy the
sights and sounds! It’s your choice about the smells though.
Yuck.

VALENTINE’S DAY

By: Robin Vaughan
According to Roman legend, during the third century, Valentinus was imprisoned
for his Christian beliefs and sentenced to death. While jailed, Valentinus restored
the sight of his jailer’s blind daughter. The night before he died, Valentinus wrote
a farewell note to the girl, which he signed “From Your Valentine”. His sentence was
carried out on February 14, 269, A.D.
In 313 A.D., the Romans accepted Christianity, and 10 years later it became the
official religion of the Roman Empire.
Pope Gelasius was the Bishop of Rome during the late 5th century. He declared
February 14 as St. Valentine’s Day to honor the martyr Valentinus. St. Valentine
became the Patron Saint of affianced couples, beekeepers, happy marriages, love,
lovers and young people. He is represented in pictures with birds and roses.
In the Middle Ages it was believed that February 14 was the beginning of birds’
mating season, which added to the idea that Valentine’s Day should be a day of love. The idea gained popularity and handmade Valentine’s Day cards or small tokens of affection, were exchanged between friends and lovers as early as the 1600s.
In 1913, Hallmark Cards first offered Valentine’s Day cards, and was mass producing them by 1916. Today, approximately
145 million Valentine’s Day cards are exchanged industry-wide, making Valentine’s Day second to Christmas as the largest
holiday for giving greeting cards. The exchange of cards has expanded over the years to include larger gestures of love. It
is estimated that in 2021, Americans spent an average of $165 on a Valentine’s Day present for their significant other.
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Library

By: Cathy Peters
All are welcome to our weekly Chapel
services at 9:00 a.m. in the hall.

SHUFFLEBOARD

By: Dave Hodsdon
Come join us on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 9:00
a.m. for a morning of shuffling! We are having a great time!
If you have any questions, please call me at 603-641-6673.

If you have any spare time and would like to help out in
the library, please call Lee Pressley, Library Coordinator, at
813-203-0769.

BULLETIN BOARD

At the back of the hall. Post notes on 3”x5” cards. Write
date posted on card. This board will be checked and kept
neat. The cards will be removed every two months. For more
information see Prudy.

Friday Morning Meeting

Coffee and donuts at 7:45 a.m. Information meeting at
8:30 a.m. This is the place to find out what is happening
in the park and any changes to scheduled events. All are
encouraged to attend.

Golf

By: Mike Pintek (813) 671-3158.
Signup sheets are in the clubhouse.
Mondays @ 9:30am at Bloomingdale Golf Club
Wednesdays @ 9:00am at Bloomingdale Golf Club

Bowling

By: Nancy Ferdinandsen (586) 871-5333
We are having a such a great time! More and more people are participating! We meet at The Alley on Big Bend on
Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. We do color pin bowling. Every time
the red, yellow or green pin shows up you have a chance
to win BIG BUCKS added to the gift card provided to you
by The Alley. You could win a QUARTER or maybe even a
DOLLAR! The money accumulated on your gift card can be
used anywhere in the bowling alley except the pro shop.
Just sign your name and phone number on the BOWLING
sheet in the back of the hall and be ready for some FUN!
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL!

Pool Tournament

There is a pool tournament every Wednesday at 6:30 PM....
and is open to all.

Yard Games

Bocce ball, ladder ball and corn hole games are available
for your use and are located
in the library.

BINGO

By: Paul Albert
Every Thursday nickel bingo begins at 6:00 pm. 25 nickels,
5 dimes and 6 quarters is all you need for this entertaining
night. If you want, add a dollar for each “jug” ticket. The prizes
are not huge, but it promises to be a fun night!

Needlework

Jackie Kimball will be in the sewing room with needles
in hand on Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00. Any form of needle
work and level of experience are welcome!
Donations of food, blankets, cat litter, towels or anything
else you think of that would benefit the Hillsborough County
Pet Resource Center are being accepted by Jackie Kimball.
There is a collection box in the clubhouse, and Jackie will
transport the donations to the Center. Please make sure all
donated linens are clean.

BEAN SOUP
DINNER

This year Scott’s Bean Soup
Supper is Feb 2nd from 4:30pm
to 5:30pm in the Clubhouse.
Cost is $5.00 for soup, corn bread
and apple pie. Bring your own
bowl and silverware. Water and
lemonade will be available.
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EVENTS GONE BY

CHRISTMAS GOLF CART PARADE

The Christmas golf cart parade was a great
event with 27 participants. The decorations
were very festive and showed a lot of imagination and planning! The prize for the best
decorated golf cart went to Robyn Boudia and
Dinah Biermann.

BEST DECORATED

There were many homes in the park that were beautifully decorated
for the holidays! The decorations really added to our Christmas spirit!
Bill & Denise Cottrell won the prize for the best dressed home. How did
they manage to place the pond right there?

MIDLIFE CRISIS DANCE PARTY

The two ladies again provided an entertaining evening. We had a lot of fun and look forward to their return to the park in
the future.
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EVENTS GONE BY

RIVERVIEW HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR

The choir once again charmed us with Christmas Carols in the
clubhouse.

BUFFET CRUISE

The cruise from John’s Pass was very relaxing and the
food was delicious. Well worth the price!

New Year’s Eve
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TRIVIA CORNER
I hope no injuries were sustained while patting yourselves
on the back for knowing the answers to last month’s trivia!
Let’s see how you do this month!
1.

What is one of the signs of the zodiac for February?

2.
The length of the month of February was finalized
by who?
		
A.
Franciscan Monks
		
B.
King Louise XIV
		
C.
Julius Caesar
		
D.
St. Valentine
3.

What is the birthstone for the month of February?

4,

What are those born on leap day called?

5.
In which year, on February 1, were the Royal Canadian Mounted Police established?
(answers on page 13)
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FLORIDA STATE FAIR
February 10th-21st

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
By: Lynda Baxter
Debbie Jarecki and Don Rodgers

Reduced price senior tickets are offered Mon-Fri, Feb 10th11th and 14th-18th.
Lots of animals, rides, shows, vendors and fair food. Spend
the day there! Schedule of various events is available online
at www.floridastatefair.com. How about fresh cut French
Fries (with salt & vinegar), a Funnel Cake Taco, Donut Dog,
Deep Fried Banana Pudding, or, for our Canadian visitors, a
Poutine Sundae? Get it all at the State Fair!

Attending The State Fair

By: Bunny Conner
Bill and I loved going to the State Fair. Upon entering we
would immediately head for one of our favorite stands to
get their freshly made French Fries. After a couple of years
they got to know us and they would cook special for us, nice
and crisp with only a little salt. Then into the main building
where we would get our Alessi’s eclairs, heaven on earth!
We would then check out the various animals being shown.
We loved seeing the pride the young people had showing
their animals. You could see the love and pride.
We also enjoyed checking out the handmade articles. Dora
Watz would get first place for her beautiful quilts year after
year. If you haven’t seen her work, you are really missing a
real treat.
Bill would be hungry about this time, and he had his turkey
leg, I would usually get more French Fries and a full meal. We
didn’t try any of the weird foods being offered.
Naturally, we would stop at the different shows, really to rest
a bit but we did enjoy most of them. Neither of us cared for
any of the rides so we didn’t go to that area. Whenever we got
tired, we both liked to people watch, you could see all types
at the Fair, I think we enjoyed that the most. We were both
exhausted by the time we left but we always had a good time.
We did get to know a few of the vendors that returned
each year. One, in particular, made and sold stain glass - you
know I was going there. Eventually we started bringing them
cookies and they in turn would bring us shelled pecans from
their own trees. Many in the Park received cookies made with
those pecans.
One of the highlights of the day was the performance of
our Rice Creek Kitchen Band. We performed for years and
always won all the competitions. The tent would be packed!
They were fabulous.
Sadly, I have had to miss the fair the last couple of years, I
can no longer walk that distance and with Bill gone it would
not be the same. If you get the chance, do go. I think you
will enjoy this old-fashioned event.

Debbie and Don have been coming to Rice Creek for about
30 years visiting her parents. They bought a place in 2019.
Their first impressions of Rice Creek were that it was a fun
place to be and friendly people live here. They feel that if you
are a “joiner”, you’ll never be alone or bored.
Professionally speaking, Don was in management at Kroger. Debbie was a home care giver and landlord.
Debbie has three daughters, six grandchildren, and two
great grandkids. Don has one son and three grandkids. They
are proud of their combined family.
They love to go camping, kayaking, karaoke singing, dancing, and playing cards. Don loves playing guitar with his band
in Michigan. Currently, you can find him playing and singing
on the Rice Creek stage Monday and Thursday nights.
They feel they are blessed but remark that they could do
a lot of good if they won the lottery. Their suggestion to
newcomers is don’t ever be afraid to join the activities here,
regardless of skill level. You’ll always be glad you did it.
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Hero Salute
Chuck Siedschlag

In 1960, at the age of 18, Chuck
fulfilled his lifelong dream to join
the United States Navy. He isn’t sure
what influenced his decision to enter
the Navy, and surmised that maybe
it stemmed from his father, who
built submarines and tested them
in Lake Michigan. He chuckled that
his father had been under the water,
and he, a Navy man had never been.
Chuck was trained in radio communications as a radioman. During
his tenure in the Navy he served on
three ships, a World War II destroyer,
a DDG or guided missile destroyer,
and a LSD32, which is a landing ship
dock. Some of his more interesting
postings were Trinidad, Italy, Virginia, California and Hancock,
Michigan.
He was in the Navy for seven years when he married Sue.
Sue’s father had been in the Army, and her brother served
in the Navy, so she had a good idea what to expect as the
wife of an active-duty seaman. Chuck and Sue had two girls,
Wendi and Kim. Sue and the girls accompanied Chuck to his
various postings.
Chuck has fond memories of the three years the family
spent on a NATO base in Naples, Italy. The girls were very
young when they moved. They lived off base in a beautiful
villa and they all picked up the language easily. Chuck said
that “if you wanted something, you’d better be able to ask for
it.” They had no phone, and only one TV channel, which was,
of course, in Italian. Communicating with family back in the
United States was extremely difficult. Sue said she couldn’t
speak with her family for three years as there was only one
payphone in the village and they were given an allotted time
to use it. Every time they packed up the family to head into
the village for their time on phone, there was an emergency
or some other matter that bumped them. Because they were
on a NATO base, there were many weeks when Chuck only
worked four days. He had a Datsun pick-up with a camper
on it. The frequent 3-day weekends gave the family time
to travel around Europe. He recounted one trip to Rome in
particular. They were touring the Vatican during mass. He
said they heard chanting that sounded like “Bob, Bob, Bob”.
He wasn’t quite sure what the commotion was about. Then,
he turned around and standing right next to him was the

Pope. Turns out the chant wasn’t
“Bob” it was “Papa”. Chuck said “he
was old, but then again, they all are.”
Another time the family journeyed
to Dachau, Germany. There they met
and conversed with a Reverend, who
had been an in-mate of the prison,
and whose duty it was to place
flowers on the graves. Chuck had occasion to be in the same area a year
later, and the Reverend remembered
him by name. We all know Chuck is
a memorable guy!
Chuck was active duty during the
Vietnam era. He served on a guided
missile destroyer. The shells fired
from their ship could travel up to
25 miles. They sat off the coast and fired so many rounds
that the rifling in the bore of the guns melted. They worked
extremely long hours and it was a very difficult time. There
were some who found the situation very difficult to endure.
He said he was treated horribly when he returned to the
States.
While stationed on the USS Spiegel Grove, his last ship,
Chuck initiated the Mars Radio Program. It was a method
of communication between sailors and their families using
volunteer Ham Radio operators across the United States. It
was a huge success and I’m sure brought a lot of happiness
and reassurance to lonely sailors.
After 23½ years, Chuck retired from his Navy service. He
and Sue had had enough moves. He is very proud of his service to his country and of his career achievements. He would
absolutely do it all over again. At the time Chuck retired, he
was a Senior Chief Radioman and at one time a Command
Chief over 300 men. Chuck’s last shore-duty assignment
was a recruiter in charge of his hometown recruiting center.
His military career took him full circle when he retired in the
same town where he enlisted, Appleton, WI.
After retirement, Chuck went to work for Target, where he
helped set-up new stores. He then worked for the Outagamie
County Housing Authority, where he oversaw the maintenance and upkeep of over 200 housing units, primarily for
the elderly.
Thank you, Chuck, for your service. Such simple words,
but words that are heartfelt and in full recognition of the
sacrifices made by you and your family.
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DID YOU KNOW?

By: Doug Vaughan
You can visit Cuba
without a passport and
without leaving Tampa?
José Martí Park, located
in Ybor City (pronounced
EEBOR) is a small 0.14-acre
park which was officially
deeded to The Republic
of Cuba in 1956. Ybor City
was founded in the early
1880’s when a Spanish
cigar maker, Vicente Martinez Ybor moved his cigar manufacturing business from
Cuba to Key West, then on to Tampa. The area had cheap
land, a good seaport, a new railroad and warm humid
weather needed to keep the tobacco leaves pliable. At its
peak, there were over 200 cigar factories. It served as a major
cigar manufacturing center until the 1930’s and the Great
Depression curbed the demand. There are currently three
factories in operation as well as small independent shops.
Ybor City has a fascinating history, and I would highly recommend yborwalkingtours.com for a 2-hour walking tour
which Robin and I took a couple of years ago. You can also
visit the Ybor City Museum or ride the free air conditioned
TECO Line Streetcar to the Tampa Bay History Center located
in the Channelside District. The entire line is 2.7 miles long.
By the way, don’t worry about the loose chickens clucking
about the side streets. They’re legal and protected by law!
Ybor City offers a
variety of cuisines, and
some restaurants have
lunch specials or early
bird dining. Bernini
on 7th Avenue is one
of our favorites, offers
indoor and outdoor
seating, and 50% off
pasta & entrées from
4:00pm-7:00pm daily
along with $3 Stoli
martinis in 10 different flavors. The Columbia Restaurant, also on 7th Avenue
is the oldest restaurant in
Florida and one of the largest Spanish restaurants in
the world. They have been
serving Spanish food since
1905. They claim to be the
originator of the famous
Cuban Sandwich and have
been making them the same
since 1915.
Other restaurants offer
food from Mexico, Argentina,
Greece, Thailand and New Orleans. There are also pizza, vegan and sushi offerings, and even a pirate themed restaurant
and bar called Gaspar’s Grotto.

RECIPES
Chocolate Covered Strawberries
Chocolate covered strawberries are the epitome of Valentine’s Day desserts. They are even believed to be an aphrodisiac!
Florida is the second largest strawberry producer in the
country. The Florida strawberry season stretches from
Thanksgiving to Easter. Did you know strawberries contain
more potassium than a banana?
There are a few rules to making the perfect chocolate
covered strawberries:
1. Avoid green ones
2. Let the berries come to room temperature before starting the recipe
3. After washing the berries, be sure they are totally dry
4. Keep the leaves attached to the berry
Ingredients:
10 ounce package of bittersweet, semi-sweet or milk
chocolate baking chips.
2 lbs fresh strawberries.
Wash the berries, dry well. Line a sheet pan with parchment or waxed paper. Microwave the chocolate for 30
second intervals until the chocolate is melted, stirring often.
Hold the strawberry by the stem. Dip, lift and twist slightly,
letting the excess chocolate fall back into the bowl, then
place on the parchment paper. Repeat with the rest of the
strawberries. Chill the strawberries until the chocolate sets,
about 15 to 30 minutes. Eat within 24 hours.
If you’d like to add toppings to your strawberries, like
crushed nuts or coconut flakes, dip them in the topping
immediately after the strawberry has been dipped in the
chocolate.
Chocolate Covered Strawberry Martini
The perfect accompaniment to your chocolate covered
strawberries!
Strawberry Puree:
Yields 1 cocktail:
1 c fresh or frozen strawberries
1.5 oz. strawberry vodka 1 T water
1.5 oz. chocolate vodka
1 T sugar
3 oz. strawberry puree
Garnishes:
1.5 oz. half and half
Red sugar sprinkles
Crushed ice
Chocolate syrup
Chocolate covered strawberry
Prepare the martini glass by dipping the rim in chocolate
syrup and then the sugar sprinkles. Swirl chocolate syrup in
a circular pattern inside the martini glass. Add the vodkas,
strawberry puree, half and half, and ice to a cocktail shaker.
Shake vigorously. Pour into prepared martini glass and
garnish with the chocolate covered strawberry.
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

TRIVIA ANSWERS:

Pisces and Aquarius
C
Amethyst
A “leaper” or “leapling”
1920

LAUGHS, SMILES
and GIGGLES
By: Jim Baxter (authors unknown)
• To me ‘drink responsibly’ means don’t spill it.
• I had my patience tested. I’m negative.

Turning 65? Need help signing up for
Medicare? Recent Move? Want to
Save $$ on your expensive meds?
Compare Benefits & Save!
Call MRS Insurance for a FREE
Appointment Today!
Protecting Your Health, Wealth & Family

• I finally got eight hours of sleep. It took me three days, but
whatever.

Sherry Gillard

• I hate when a couple argues in public, and I missed the
beginning and don’t know whose side I’m on.

813-452-8904

mrs-insurance.com

• My luck is like a bald guy who just won a comb.
• When you do squats, are your knees supposed to sound
like a goat chewing on an aluminum can stuffed with celery?

A097128
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