Chapters 17 and 18 


almost seem like chapter 1 and 2 of Genesis.  

The same story, 


just told from a different perspective.  



They both have Abraham hearing that he will have a son, 



both tell of why Isaac is called “Laughter,” 



and both have a Theophany, 




an appearance of God.  

But like chapters 1 and 2, 


they are told to help you hear the bigger story of what God is doing.  



So the differences matter.

In 17, 


the focus was on Abraham 



and mentioned Sarah.  

Now in 18, 


everything said about Abraham 



is setting us up to see God's interaction with Sarah.  

Similar to how chapter 1 focused mainly on Adam 


and then two helps us to hear how Eve came about more clearly.  

So a few notes to help us hear what the first 15 verses of chapter 18 have to say to us.  

The first note is SLIDE

that if we expect God to interact with us the same way every time, 



we are not reading scripture very closely.  


This is the third Theophany with Abraham.  



The first was a vision, 



then in a deep darkness he made an offering, 



now Yahweh comes before him in the middle of the day.  


So if we are expecting God to act the same way every time, 



we are mistaken.  

Second, SLIDE

we also need to hear the gaps in between the interactions. 



75 for the call to leave Haran, 



around 86 when he had the vision reaffirmed, 




so 11 years,



and is now 99 for this final interaction,




so 13 years,


 with Sarai always being 10 years younger.  

The final piece we need to be holding onto 


from our earlier interactions with Abraham, 



is how he has treated Sarah through this process.   

How many of you would think that your marriage is vibrant and alive SLIDE

if one, 



you could not produce children as a couple, 


two, 



your husband had asked you to not acknowledge you were married 



when you went to a foreign land 




and you became a wife of a ruler there, 


three, 



you felt so much shame as you heard of these promises of a family, 




that you offered your maidservant 





to provide for the hole in your situation,




 only to have the gift attack you back?  

Now that your Son by another woman is about to become a man, 


where is your life?

We need to have this tension in place 


to hear this passage well.  

As I have said before, 


their marriage is not the gold standard.  

If we were realistic about where our hearts would be at 


without forgiveness 


and the grace of God, 



it is very easy to hear Abraham and Sarah almost living separate lives 




and keeping up appearances. SLIDE
So when these three visitors appear 


and Abraham is trying to show them standard hospitality, 



it is a loaded thing.  

Abraham, 


you are going to get some water 


and get us something to eat, 



in the middle, 



in the heat of the day.  

You are going to roust your wife Sarah to do this?  


Okay, “Do as you say.”  SLIDE
I have experienced God giving me little reality checks 


about the health of my relationships with others throughout my life.  



Most often with my wife.  


The results at times are a very eye opening.  I often wish they weren't.

Abraham hurries into the tent 


and we hear where things are at.  SLIDE
“Quick, 


get three seahs of fine flour 


and knead it 


and bake some bread.” 

Now I have said, 


“We need bread for communion,” 



and Lisa has taken the 90 minutes 




to bake two loaves of bread for the next day.  

The two loaves take two eggs 


and four cups of flour


and a kitchen egg mixer.  

This request from Abraham will consume 144 eggs 


and a 25# bag of flour,



mixing by hand.  

So this is a bigger ask 


than a loaf of bread for communion.  

This is enough bread to feed a small Army and God.  


Which is what the Talmud teaches.  

The Jewish commentary explains the big ask, 


so that Abraham can have his whole male household eat with these three visitors.  



We know that at least 318 men are with Abraham 




after his battles in chapter 15, 




plus the three men representing God.  

This might be fine, 


if it was first thing in the morning, 

but it is at the hottest part of the day, 


when everyone should be resting.  

To Sarah's credit, 



the bread is prepared.  

She is committed to Abraham 


and what God is doing, 

but it probably is not much of a commitment 


more the call of duty at this point, 



for the reasons we already highlighted.

As we reach verse 9, 


we find that this part of the story is not about Abraham, 


but Sarah.  

The messengers of God ask SLIDE

where Sarah is at?  

Abraham says, 


“There in the tent.”  

Then the description of who is speaking to Abraham changes.  SLIDE

It goes from a plural they 


to a singular He.  

Then the Lord said, 


“I will surely return to you 



about this time next year, 




and Sarah your wife will have a son.”   

If we are concerned only about Abraham, 


then this line tells us nothing we did not already know.  


Chapter 17 had Abraham already hearing this from the Lord.  



But Sarah has not.  

Now it is Sarah's turn to laugh at God, 


just like her husband did.  SLIDE
But why did both of them laugh at God 


when he said this to them both?  

Abraham brings up the old age issue.  


But let's be honest 



that at this point in their marriage, 




their age is probably not the deepest issue.  SLIDE


Everything in the story 




has been pointing to the health of their marriage.  

Abraham has taken a second wife 


who Sarah treats horribly.  

Hagar returns, 


but not because of any promise of better treatment by Sarah.  

Abraham is likely still active in the marriage bed, 


but it is should be heard as with Hagar, 



not Sarah.

Sarah's reaction of, 


“After I am worn out 


and my master is old, 



will I now have this pleasure?” 


can be interpreted in two ways.  SLIDE
What does Sarah mean by, 


“This pleasure”?  

Most older commentaries go with the idea 


of giving birth as the pleasure.  

But modern scholarship 


is starting to press towards the sexual act with Abraham, 



because we are looking at it with eyes wide open.  

There is a strong possibility 


that Abraham and Sarah have not been one 



since the day Hagar announced she was pregnant 



or even earlier, 




when Abraham said, 





“Taking a second wife sounds good.” 

 That has been over 13 years.  


So Sarah asks the Lord, 



“You think that the wall that has been built up 




over our years of marriage 




and fortified securely over the last 13, 





is going to come crashing down anytime soon?




By her laughter.

The Lord, 


knowing Sarah's thoughts, 


asks Abraham, 



who is acting as an intermediary at this point, 


“Why did she laugh?  



Is anything to hard for the Lord?  SLIDE
Hard is one of many options the translator could have taken.  


The main use of the Hebrew word is 



“Wondrous, marvelous, or extraordinary.”  

This should give us hope 


in a world filled with darkness.  

As a person who has tried to moderate the discussions of people about to get divorced, 


it seems like it would take a miracle 



to work through all the issues presenting themselves at the moment.  


None of those have been as extreme as Abraham and Sarah's disfunction.  



Close, but not quite.  

Yet God says, 


“Is there anything too marvelous for me to do?”  


Why can't I overcome the brokenness in this relationship?  

In fact


the Lord says, 



I will tell you right now, 



I will have you two back together in under 3 months.  

And then 9 months later, 


when I return this time next year, 



you will have a child together.

God did this with Abraham and Sarah, SLIDE

do we believe he can do it with us and those around us?

In verse 14, 


we reach another possible adjustment in our hearing of this story.  SLIDE
“Sarah was afraid.”  


Why would she be afraid?  

Part of her fear and disbelief about what the Lord said, 


is that she knows that she is going to have to change 


and Abraham is going to have to change.  



Their ways of being a couple 




are going to have to change.  


They can't stay the same distance apart 



and hope to have a healthy family.  


There is the raising a child in the equation too.  

But I feel the majority of the fear is SLIDE

what is going to have to happen 



in order for Sarah to forgive and be with Abraham.  


As well as the reciprocal, 



what Abraham is going to have to forgive Sarah for.  

But this is the good news of the passage!  


Is anything to marvelous, 


to grand, 



for the Almighty God to not be able to do it?  SLIDE
Absolutely not!  


God can restore this marriage and relationship, 


and he can restore any marriage or relationship 



that we find ourselves in.  


There is no interaction the Almighty God can not change.  
This is why the Lord makes sure that Sarah is honest with herself 


that she did laugh.  

When she finds herself pregnant in the next three months, 


she will see the power of the Lord.

If our God SLIDE

does not make us laugh at the ridiculousness of what God is able to do, 



then we really are not worshipping the God of the Bible.  



We are worshipping something of our own creation and control.  

The God of the Bible 


loves nothing more than to show us how he can transform our lives 


and our situations.  

How the Lord can take what we thought impossible 


and make it even better.  

Why be Almighty 


if you just do what people can do themselves?

So think through all the broken marriages you are aware of.  


There are all kinds of issues that contributed to their failure.  

Included in that list, 


was one, 


both, 


maybe even their extended community 



believed that there was some things 




that were too hard for the Lord to do.  

Now think through the broken relationships that you are involved in.  


Are you going to believe 



that God can do nothing to change those 



and let them die?  

Or do you proclaim a God of resurrection, 


a God who can take what was dead 


and bring it new life, 



a life that is not just good, 


but brings new life 



and in time, 


a new, 


different type of laughter.  SLIDE
A laughter of joy, 


instead of cynical laugh.  

What type of God do you worship?
