The story in Matthew, familiar yet strange. The magi see a star, indicates the King of the Jews has been born. So they head off to Jerusalem, where Jewish kings live and rule. It’d be reasonable to assume that the newborn king was Herod’s son, you surely wouldn’t ask him where the one who was to take his place, but they do. Yet, they use the term “King of the Jews” in a messianic way, not political way. They might have come to Jerusalem then because that is where the Temple was. In any case they tell Herod that they’ve come to worship the King, yet they don’t worship King Herod –even though kings were worshipped in the East. Where they’re from but we don’t know exactly where they come from. 
   Herod knew they’re seeking the Messiah; he doesn’t doubt the Messiah’s been born. He doesn’t ask the chief priests, scribes where the king of the Jews is to be born. He asks where the Christ is to be born.
  King Herod betrays his own people, heritage as a Jew; isn’t trying to simply secure the throne for his son or himself, he simply hates God and does not want the Messiah to come.
   The priests, scribes don’t hesitate. They know where the Messiah is to be born: Bethlehem. Yet how could these religious wise men be so lazy to not take the 12 mile trip to see for themselves. Chief priests, scribes who would later, like Herod, not only try to kill this son, but succeed.
   Well, they tell Herod, he calls the magi secretly to tell them. He doesn’t want all of Jerusalem running off to Bethlehem but I don’t think it was any risk. Herod thinks he can get the magi to expose the Messiah, then can kill Him. But then it turns out they didn’t need Herod’s help anyway, the star starts moving, it comes to rest over the place where Jesus is. 
  The magi go into the house, fall down, worship Jesus. The child is listed first, when protocol would list children last, but this is no ordinary child, and then mother listed and Joseph isn’t even mentioned; he isn’t the father.
   The Gospel today ends there, we know what happens next. Joseph gets another visit from the angel, warns him of Herod’s plan. Joseph takes the family to Egypt while all the boys of Bethlehem 2 & under are slaughtered.
    And all of this, foretold in many parts of the OT. Today, Isaiah said  they shall bring gold and frankincense, and -not myrrh- good news, in fact, they’re the same. myrrh a burial spice, for dead body, proclaims good news, a King born to die; whose anointed death defeats death. The ESV is weak translating the Greek with nice sounding: wisemen. They weren’t wise. They’re astrologers and they’re fools. Yet they knew enough to worship a baby; place their hope in Him; are ready to defy Herod and die. The Messiah comes to His own and His own still don’t receive Him, but here are some dirty, rotten, immoral, stinking Gentiles.
   As long as the Lord delays, this world will never be free of Herods. But out of Bethlehem has come a Ruler, a Shepherd who lays down His life to reconcile us to His Father and wash us, clothe us, feed us in a Kingdom by giving even to Gentiles.
  This story, more questions than answers. But this we know, beyond a shadow of a doubt: God wanted them there. God wanted those magi, first gentile visitors to be among the first to see His Son in human flesh.
 And so God wanted you here, no less, than those wisemen. And lest you think it not the same, it is very much the same. Whether star, what thing or event in your life worked to bring you here? Like Herod, what unlikely person pointed you in this direction? Like the chief priests and scribes, someone spoke the Word of God to you? Or you searched the Scripture to find truth, the Messiah here.   
   However He did it, God wanted you, brought you here as well; revealed to you, your Savior, that you too fall down, worship Him.    
   And how remarkable, what did the Wisemen see when they entered His house? No glory; weak, poor baby; dirt poor parents, nothing to suggest royalty or specialness.  But they believed the Word spoken to them. Word gave them the faith to believe.  Tthey fell down, worshiped Him.
   And how very much the same for you. The world sees here no glory, weak, poor Word and Sacraments of His kingdom; the Messiah here too, doesn’t look very royal or special. But the Word spoken to you gives you faith to believe. To fall worship -not water, words, and bread and wine, but the One who comes to us in them as humbly as He came in the flesh the Wisemen set their eyes on. 
   And still, like then, draws people to His presences. Doesn’t matter exactly where you come from. Dirty, rotten, immoral Gentiles, you, the like us, in all your unworthiness, sin; brought here to receive this King. That now, sinners become saints. That we rebellious fools become Wisemen. Jesus did not need what the wisemen gave, those items. a confession of faith. As well, there’s nothing, nothing the Lord needs from you. You’re here to receive, confession the faith. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]  In fact the magi weren’t the givers of gifts that day. They’re recipients, as are we all. He wanted those wisemen there. No less, wants you here. His gift of forgiveness, of life. To be your strength in weakness, your fortress when tempted, your hope when things seems hopeless, your confidence at all time, your love in a world of hate. May God, in His mercy, make us wise enough to worship Him here, His house, according to His Word, promise, exaltation here in His gifts only wisemen can see.
