THE WEEDERS DIGEST
MAY 2022
GARDEN CLUB MEETING – MAY 11, 2022
Community
Center

Social time 6:00 pm
Meeting 6:30 pm
www.rollingmeadowsgardenclub.org
https://www.facebook.com/rollingmeadowsgardenclub.org

OFFICERS:
PRESIDENT – Carol Ohrn
VICE-PRESIDENT – Marie Soyka
SECRETARY – Carol Flemming
TREASURER – Ron Willer

ROLLING MEADOWS GARDEN CLUB
The purpose of this Club is to share our knowledge and love of gardening through
educational meetings, contributing to the community, civic beautification, and
annual events.

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Kelly Hill 5/8
Genny Cwynar 5/18
Bev Judge 5/19
Laura Banger 5/22

“A GARDEN IS ALWAYS A SERIES OF LOSSES SET AGAINST A FEW
TRIUMPHS, LIKE LIFE ITSELF.” MAY SARTON

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
MAY 2022
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dear Garden Club Members & Friends,
Will Spring ever get here? We are all itching to get out in our gardens and yet the three “F’s”
keep haunting us - “frost”, “freezing”, and “flurries”! I guess we just need to be a little more patient!
My focus for the next two weeks is the Plant Sale. It’s always great when it’s over and we can
say “Best one yet!”. With all of your help and support, I hope that’s true this year. I love our Plant
Sale. It’s a lot of work – hard work – on everyone’s part, but the result is rewarding with beautiful
flowers, the feeling of accomplishment, time spent with friends, money to fund our programs, and so
much more. I hope you all feel the same way too.
With Mother’s Day right around the corner, I would like to wish all of the women in our club an
enjoyable day, doing what you want to do, hopefully with a little pampering too!
Happy blooming to all,
Carol O.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PROGRAMS for 2022
May 11, 2022 No speaker.
June 8, 2022 – “Ponds & Water Gardens” Charlene Cebulski

APRIL SPEAKER REVIEW
Woodland Spring Flowers
Jeff Rapp, CrabTree Nature Center
Jeff gave us insight to the beauties of the spring flowers sprouting in the woods before the canopy
gets “leafed”, blocking most of the sunlight. For short periods these amazing flowers give us a
spectacular splash of color, and, as quickly as they spout, they finish in a short time. Unless you
frequent forests, most people are not aware of this springtime burst of color.
He also emphasized how important it is to visit, but not to physically engage, your trips to the
preserves and habitats. The eco-systems are so delicate that besides a few dangers (poison ivy,
nettles) of touching plants we’re not familiar with, even stepping off the pathways can compress the
moist soils and affect the growth of many native plants. Reminding us that digging up ANY plants from
these areas are not only illegal, but can ultimately disturb the normal patterns that have existed for
generations.
He had a wonderful collection of common and not-so-common photos of these spring beauties,
challenging our members to call out the names of the different plants, either with the common or
Latin names.
Ron Willer

Beautiful Ginkgo by Debbie Danek
Ginkgo biloba often called Maidenhair Tree is truly one of a kind. This is one of the oldest trees
growing on earth for 150 million years and was native to North America at one time. and Asia.
Ginkgo trees are one of the few broad leaf gymnosperms. Gymnosperms are plants that have seeds
unprotected by an ovary or fruit. Some other examples are conifers or cycads. 200 million years ago in
the Paleozoic and Mesozoic eras, such plants were common. Today it is difficult to find wild Ginkgo
but cultivated specimens are available.
They have the most unique leaf form that looks like a Japanese fan. Closer inspection of the leaves
reveal veins on the leaf that run parallel as opposed to a Maple leaf that has main veins, sub-veins,
and so on, in all direction.
The trees are green in summer and have wonderful golden yellow fall color. Ginkgo trees are either
male or female. This is important when selecting the tree. The female trees bear seeds in a fleshy
covering. That covering of the dropped fruits smell like vomit! Only plant male trees which to do not
fruit.
The shapes of some of the different varieties of Ginkgo can be columnar, pyramidal, weeping, and
round. They are pretty disease resistant and live a very long life. A beauty to have in the garden!

HONEYBEES
Yes, all the bees have returned to Florida and we have begun selling packages and starting
nucs to sell mid-May. A nuc is short for nucleus hive, which is basically just starting out the
hive with 5 frames and a feeder to get them at super strength to put into an actual hive box.
I will be going down to Missouri next weekend to pick up my hives and start them in Heidi’s
backyard and my other clients in Lombard. Bee season is upon us!
Jackson Banger

MEMBERS PHOTOS

Hellebores Carol Ohrn

Skilla

Spring finally arrived.

Rain Drop Reflection Janice Babiarz

Crocus

Shirley Weismann

MONARCH BUTTERFLY NEWS
The Monarchs have already been spotted in Indiana. Usually, we can expect them in
our area anytime in May, but I think they will be delayed this year because of the
cold weather. At least I hope so. There isn’t any sign of milkweed coming up. If
there isn’t anything to keep them here, they will just move on. I can remember one year that that did
happen and there were very few butterflies. But that has not happened yet and thankfully, our
weather can change in a matter of hours, and we could have a beautiful summer.
The Western Monarchs, of course, don’t have far to go and their season started over a month ago.
Shirley Weismann

ROLLING MEADOWS GARDEN CLUB COMMITTEES
ROLLING MEADOWS GARDEN CLUB COMMITTEES
COMMUNITY SERVICE –
Work with the City of RM to participate in events hosted by RM, such as:
4th of July Parade
Maintain public grounds, where available
Interested in the Community Garden???
MEETINGS & EVENTSArrange for speakers or workshops at most meetings.
Plan outings such as dinners or breakfast get-togethers outside of regular meetings.
Picnic, Christmas party, or any day trips.
MEMBERSHIP & HOSPITALITYCollect applications & dues from new members and yearly renewals.
Forward new member info to GCI.
Prepare and distribute to new members a “welcome” packet and engage with new members at first
several meetings.
Keep membership roster up to date.
Arrange for volunteers sign-up of snacks & beverages at “in person” meetings.
Send greeting cards as appropriate: Birthday, get well, sympathy.
NEWSLETTERCreate monthly newsletter based on info submitted by members.
PLANT & CRAFT SALEChair & Co-Chair - to oversee all aspects of the sale.
Core Committee members – obtain vendors, flyers, plant selection, pricing, vendor layout, sign
placement, and all aspects of the event.
All other Members – organize plants, water plants, collect boxes, cashier, holding, general helpers
where needed, be available day of sale.
PUBLICITY & MARKETING –
Contact at appropriate time - City electronic sign, City newsletter editor, Park District Brochure, Senior
Newsletter, and any free advertising in newspapers.
Any paid “AD” when approved by president.
SCHOLARSHIP & YOUTH INVOLVEMENT- NEW
Research candidate for scholarship from Senior in HS entering college majoring in Horticulture or
related field.
Research HS volunteer students to help at plant sale or needed gardening projects.
SOCIAL MEDIAWeb-Site, FaceBook, and any web-based media, keeping up-to-date info available to readers.

Garden Visits by Becky Booth
It’s always inspiring for a gardener to visit area public gardens. As you know, we have the amazing
Chicago Botanic Garden and also Morton Arboretum at our ‘doorstep’. Be sure to check their
websites before heading out for a spontaneous visit. New policies may involve advance
reservation/ticket sales and possibly increased fees since your last visit. And intended spontaneity
may not produce pleasing results!
If you’re like me, you might like to to make plans on a whim if the weather is favorable. Or prefer
staying closer to home. Good news! There are several (free/no reservations involved) great green
places to explore!
Coming up soon is Lombard’s annual lilac festival at Lilacia Park. Lilacs of every possible color are
under-planted with sweeps of spring bulbs, so the cool temps which are probably delaying the lilacs
this year have been great for the bulbs.
Check the website Lombardlilactime.com for the event schedule running April 29-May 15. The park is
located just south of railroad tracks and just north of the Lombard library with lovely old homes on the
library street. We like to take 355 to Army Trail Road (west), with a quick LEFT on Swift Road south to
St. Charles Road. (Avoids tolls, is relatively fast, and quite scenic) LEFT on St. Charles Road into
Lombard…Lilacia Park is a block or two south of St. Charles Road. Turn RIGHT near the tracks just
before entering the commercial area. Or drive thru to Main Street before turning RIGHT. Ample
parking is available on nearby streets.
This is not a ‘playground’ type park, but a favorite for picnicking families who bring chairs or blankets
to spread…only a few picnic tables available. It’s also very accessible for family members in
wheelchairs enjoying an excursion and smelling the many lilacs along the paths. Mother’s Day the
place will be packed!
Admission is free, but if you happen to time your visit on the day of the plant sale, it could get pricey!

Another favorite garden place to visit is also accessible from Swift Road. In this case, turn RIGHT onto
St. Charles Road, which becomes Geneva Road, heading west to County Farm Road, then south…You’ll
find Cantigny Park (Cantigny.org) at 1s151 Winfield Road in Wheaton. Admission is free, but there is a
parking fee (higher on weekends).
Park as close to the visitor’s center as you can and enjoy the beautiful garden paths just beyond the
center. Seasonal perennials abound in both sun gardens and shady woodland nooks. The newly
designed gardens are completely different from the separate garden ‘rooms’ of yesteryear. A long
‘promenade’ thru the center is planted with a breathtaking display of annuals each year.
The Northern IL Hosta Society installed and maintains a large hosta display garden near the visitor
center, along with companion shade plants. Check the website for all the attractions available in the
park.

The closest garden on my spring list is Spring Valley Nature Center in Schaumburg, part of the
Schaumburg Park District. (See parkfun.com). Blacktop trails make access great, but prepare for some
distance-walking! In May (or possibly June) the Merkle Cabin peony display is fabulous. Nearby trees
in this former peony farm have been limbed up to encourage bloom in a surprisingly shady area.
The native prairie is fascinating to watch throughout the seasons, and the park program describes
events and nature classes available. Parking hint: if the lot off Schaumburg Road is full, head west of
the main entrance to Plum Grove Road and turn left. On your left, a short distance south, is an
entrance to a small parking area closer to the historic farm. It’s probably best to avoid weekend visits
if you can, especially or your first visit.
So if your own garden is too wet to work, it’s a great excuse to declare a holiday and take a ride! Don’t
miss spring highlights in these wonderful gardens.

BIRD FLU
AVIAN INFLUENZA
CDC:
"Bird flu viruses do not normally infect humans." It has happened in very rare cases in the past in
other countries and has been isolated to people with extreme prolonged contact to poultry. In those
rare cases it has not transmitted to another human.
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology says April 20, 2022:
"The 2022 outbreak of avian influenza is affecting domestic poultry, waterfowl, raptors, and some
water birds. There is a very low risk to wild songbirds," This refers to birds we feed in our backyards.
And they have no recommendation to take down bird feeders unless you also keep domestic poultry.
USDA Animal and Plant Health inspection Service (APHIS):
APHIS has the strongest Avian Flu surveillance program in the world. Since 2006 they routinely take
samples from wide populations and diversities of wild birds along known migratory flyways. So far in
2022 they have NOT detected the Avian Flu in any songbirds common to the back yard, other than a
solitary American Crow in North Dakota.
USDA:
"Removing backyard feeders is NOT something USDA specifically recommends to prevent avian
influenza unless you also take care of poultry. People who care for poultry should prevent contact
between all wild birds and poultry by removing sources of food, water, and shelter that attract wild
birds." this is to prevent Ducks and Geese being attracted and intermingling with domestic poultry
and waterfowl.
Avian influenza does not affect all birds equally.
• Migratory and resident Backyard Song Birds DO NOT CONTRACT AVIAN FLU EASILY. NO
Backyard Songbirds have been found in Illinois or the Midwest with this Avian Flu in 2022

•
•
•
•
•

Water fowl commonly carry it but rarely get sick from it.
Birds of Prey are more at risk than water fowl.
Domestic poultry are very susceptible to this Avian Flu, commonly leading to 100% mortality
of affected flocks.
The current 2022 avian influenza in Canada and the US is a form of HPAI H5N1 that is the same
as has been found in Europe (also considered the Eurasian H5 avian influenza). In North
America, it has been found in wild waterfowl in various provinces and States.
It is thought that migratory Ducks and Geese intermingling and eating food intended for
domesticated poultry is a major way the virus spreads.

Recommendations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

If you keep Chickens, Ducks, Geese, Turkeys or water fowl, isolate their feed so that no other
bird or animal can accesses it. and take down your backyard birdfeeders through at least May
31 or until this current outbreak dies down.
take note of Ducks and Geese in your yard and remove any food or water attractant to all
extent possible
Clean all tools, clothes, gloves, buckets and anything else that can come in contact with the
food for domestic Chickens or other domestic birds, this includes any indoor exotic birds.
Sterilize the water dispensers and keep it so that no other birds or animals can access it.
At this time it is a good idea to keep as much birdfood off the ground as possible. and stop
using large feeding trays that could attract Duck or Geese.
Use feeders that are only accessible to song birds. i.e. hanging tube feeders, Suet Feeders,
Seed Cylinders, Squirrel Proof feeders, Hummingbird feeders, and fruit feeders for Orioles.
Clean Bird Feeders and Bird Baths in a 10% bleach and water solution once a week and rinse
well. This is always recommended.
If you have neighbors that raise Chickens or any other domesticated birds share this
information with them.
Always protect yourself if you should happen to find a dead bird use gloves and do not directly
touch the bird.
The State of Illinois Department of Natural Resources asks that you only report if 5 or more
dead birds are found at one time.
They ask that you report ANY and ALL sick or dead Eagles that you find to the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources.

Carol Ohrn

