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"We must welcome the night. It's the only time that the
stars shine."
— Michel Quoist

!

"I have this theory that if one person shows compassion to
another then that person will start a chain reaction of the
same."
— Rachel Joy Scott
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Gift Card Bingo
St. Gabriel's will be hosting another fun "Pick
Your Own Gift Card" Bingo on Sunday,
November 5th from 2 - 5 pm. Invite your
friends and neighbors and don't miss the family
fun event to play and try to win gifts cards to
WAWA, Kohl's, Target, Movie Theater and
many more. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25
at the door. See or call Anna Miller for more information (610)
970-8911 or annamaemiller@verizon.net.
We are in need of raffle baskets items and/or Gift Cards. During
our Bingo Fundraisers, we raffle off baskets of goodies and other
items. We are in need of items to fill those baskets, or to raffle off
by themselves. If you have items you would like to donate, please
place them in a bag marked "Bingo Raffle Baskets" and leave on
the coat rack shelf near the Bell Tower. In addition, we are in need
of $25 gift cards as prizes for bingo. Please see Anna Miller with
questions.
After reviewing our attendance records for the
past year, we have decided to no longer have the
Second Saturday Breakfast each month.
However, the good news is we will continue our
three biggest events:
•
•
•

December 9th – Saturday - (Breakfast with Santa)
March 10th – Saturday - (Breakfast with Easter Bunny)
May 13th – Sunday - Mother’s Day Breakfast

The Rev. Dr. David R. Green, D. Min.,
AOJN

The Book of Joy, by the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, is hands-down one of the most influential books I’ve ever
read. Among the pillars that they believe make for a joyful,
fulfilling life is generosity. God is abundantly generous in creation
and redemption, and we’re called to reflect that generosity in the
way we live and serve.
Because we’re made in the image of God and shaped through
the act of Christ’s self-giving, we’re predisposed to sharing and
being generous. We must never allow politicians and other cynics
and spoil sports to convince us that we’re basically greedy, fearful
creatures. We have abundant freedom in Christ to live well and to
give generously. The amazing response to the recent Atlantic
hurricanes is a great case in point.
When I give from the heart, I feel joy
and a sense of purpose and meaning. I feel
this way when I write checks and make
other donations to the prayer and work of
St. Gabriel’s. It’s easy to give to St. Gabe’s,
because I see first-hand, week in and week
out, how lives are being touched and
transformed by the love of Christ through
our worship and outreach. I hope you feel
that way, too. We’re so blessed!
October is the month your vestry
leaders, treasurer and I begin crafting the
budget for the year ahead. 2018 promises to be another great year
in mission and ministry at St. Gabriel’s and in the Diocese of
Bethlehem. I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for
your generosity in 2017, and I thank you ahead of time for what
you’ll do in 2018 and beyond. It truly is a joy and a blessing to be
serving together at this time!
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Our stewardship theme for 2018 is “Amen! – ‘I’m in!’” The
Hebrew word ‘Amen’ means “Let it be!” or “May it be so!” Amen is a
“Yes!”, as it were, to what our God offers and promises to his people
who open wide their hearts to his mercy and generosity. Jesus said
that it is more blessed to give than to receive, because when we
give to God he pours back into our lives more than we gave to begin
with. Theologians call it the Principle of
Reciprocity. As someone once put it in
everyday language, we can’t out-give God!

I’m
In!

“I’m in!” is a play on that word amen.
Giving joyfully and generously to the
mission and ministry of St. Gabe’s gives
us a stake in the enterprise. In the
language of fall sports, everyone needs to
have some ‘skin in the game.’ And it’s not
how much we can give that matters, but
that we give with heart-felt intention and
commitment. Our Swahili speaking East
African friends have a saying, “Haba, na
haba hujaza kibaba.” In English that translates, “Little by little
fills the pot.” Your pledge to St. Gabe’s will say “I’m in!” and your
gift, large or small, will make a difference.
May God continue to richly bless you in your generous giving to
St. Gabe’s! God loves you and so do I!

David+

SEEKING A NEW HOME for a piano.
Jean Jones, a member of our choir, would
like to pass along their no longer used
Sohmer & Co. console piano to someone who
can’t afford a piano, but would like one for
themselves or their child. Please call Jean at
610-326-8496 for information.
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by Ben Heckman behalf of the
Youth Ministry Team

Our fall activities will be centered
around Jesus' commandment to feed
the hungry. Activities will include an
in class hunger simulation on
September 24th, preparing and serving
lunch at the Opportunity House
Homeless Shelter in Reading on October 1st, raising money and
awareness to combat hunger by participating in the CROP Walk
on October 8th, and purchasing and preparing Thanksgiving and
Christmas food baskets for those in need within the Daniel Boone
School District. Your generous support of Youth Ministry
fundraisers provides the financial support necessary for the youth
to "Learn and Do Jesus" work in this manner. THANK YOU!
Need to Wash off the grime from all of
those summer road trips? - Youth will be
hosting a CAR WASH on Sunday, October
15th from 9 AM to NOON. For a donation,
we will wash your car while you attend
Sunday School and Church.
The annual fall diocesan Sr. High youth
retreat, Connect 3, will take place November
17th - 19th. This retreat is open to all 9th
through 12th graders, and is an incredible
opportunity for teens to have a great time with
peers from across the diocese while deepening
their spiritual journey. Many of our youth who
have gone in prior years go back every year,
because they enjoyed it so much. Please
contact Ben Heckman if you or a teen in your family is interested
in attending.
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You can Learn and Do the
Work of Jesus hand in hand with
our Youth by joining us for The
Crop Walk on Sunday, October
8th at 1 PM at Daniel Boone
Homestead. What an incredible opportunity for the entire parish
family to participate arm in arm to help fight hunger worldwide! To
make it fun, we've divided up into teams to see who can raise the
most to feed the hungry. There are many ways to get involved
including walking with our youth, making a dessert to share at the
Crop Walk picnic, or simply soliciting or providing donations (any
of our Youth will have sponsor forms for donations). Please see the
attached insert for more details and for a donation form. 25% of the
money raised stays right here in our own community. Together, we
can put a dent in hunger!
Speaking of Hunger....as stated on the
previous page, St. Gabriel’s youth will be
preparing Thanksgiving and Christmas food
baskets for five families at Monocacy
Elementary school. Each basket will feed 68 people in a family. We are in need of
monetary donations to help purchase the
items needed for each of the baskets. If you
would like to donate, please contact Anna Miller, 610-970-8911 or
annamaemiller@verizon.net.

Our friends at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (Rt.
662) in Douglassville are holding their Fall Apple
Festival on Saturday, October 7 from 8am - 3 pm. Their
event features Apple Dumplings, Apple Pancake
Breakfast, Apple Tarts, Lunch, Pony Rides, Petting Zoo, Quilt
Show, $1 Book Sale, Flower Display, Comedy Juggler, Animal
Show, Model Train displays, Craft Show, Games, and continuous
free indoor live music all day. View the schedule at
www.stpaulsdouglassville.com/apple-festival or call 610-385-6616
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ELEMENTARY CLASS FOR GRADES K TO 2
Submitted by Carol Heist
on behalf of the Children’s Ministry Team

Thank you to all who shared fellowship at the Kick-off
Breakfast. Thank you to Anna Miller who provided a delicious
continental breakfast! Thank you to the youth and adults who
donated their time (set-up/clean-up) and talents to start the new
year of Sunday School.
A donated raffle basket of family fun items raised $101 for the
Episcopal Relief Hurricane Fund. Dylan Troncelliti baked cookies
and sold them to raise money for the American Red Cross.
Maybe it is time for YOU to get involved in Sunday School.
Here’s how:
*

Volunteer to help or teach in a classroom

*

Donate small bottles of water or packaged snacks
(no nuts or red dye 40)

*

Donate materials and supplies when needed

*

Donate your time for special events or projects

*

Check out our bulletin board downstairs to read all
about what’s happening in Children’s Sunday
School. Add your “hand” to our giant flower showing
that we are all “Growing with God”.

Remember, it takes a church to teach children to learn and do
the work of Jesus. You don’t need to be a parent or have children
in Sunday School classes to be part of the Children’s Ministry at
St. Gabriel’s!
PRE-SCHOOL CLASS FOR AGES 3 TO 5
Children are taught using the Godly Play curriculum, a
Montessori approach teaching Old Testament, New Testament
and seasonal stories through hands on materials. Contact: Lydia
Rieger (610-639-1439)
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Children are taught using the Deep Blue Kids curriculum.
Children experience Bible Stories through various stations.
Lessons about the books of the Bible, Africa, and the Episcopal
Church will be explored. Visits to the Villa will round out the
program. Contact: Carly Greenwald (484-364-1238)
JUNIOR YOUTH CLASS FOR GRADES 3 TO 5
Children are taught using the Grapple curriculum designed for
pre-teens. Bible based answers are provided for tough questions
that children face. Discussions, games, team-building, acolyte
training, prayer, and church attendance are used to build solid
faith foundations. We encourage participation in church and
community events for which children earn Father David Dollars.
Contact: Carol Heist (610-404-0698)

New Sign-in Procedure!!!
Sunday School begins at 9:45AM after the
Good Shepherd Eucharist. Parents will bring
their children downstairs and sign-in on the
Sunday School bulletin board and then take
them to their classroom. At 11:15 (during the
Peace), parents will sign-out on the bulletin
board and pick up their children from the
classroom to take them home or take them back
upstairs to church.
Harvest Blessings Donations
Our annual collection of food for the
Hopewell Love Food Pantry continues
through October 22. Please bring
non-perishable food items to church and place them in the “well”
during the offering. Please be sure the food is not expired and that
it is common food that anyone would enjoy. Thank you!
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at the September meeting,
St. Gabriel’s Vestry:

 Learned the exterior of the 1801 Chapel was painted and
gutters & downspouts installed, as approved at a previous
meeting. The Vestry then approved replacement of some of
the pine flooring on the south side of the interior, which is
rotted, and repointing of mortar around foundation stones,
for a cost of $1,850.00, to be paid from Chapel Fund.
 Discussed the sample chair that was received as a possible
replacement for some more rows of pews. Agreed it would
work...learned of possible other source for chairs.
 Heard from Treasurer Eric Miller that we experienced the
usual slower income over the summer. Hopeful for increase
with people returning. Capital/Mortgage Campaign Income
is about $1,800/month short of our mortgage payment.
 Learned seven of our leadership (vestry/clergy/staff) will be
attending a workshop, “Reaching New People”, Sept. 15/16.
 Learned Partnership Weekend will be Oct. 21/22.
There is potential in every one of us. To
assist our students in achieving their potential
we want to ignite a passion for learning. This is
accomplished through age appropriate hands-on
fun activities. In the month of October the
children will have opportunities that will also promote interactions with
others, enhance their motor skills and develop their problem solving
abilities.
Our theme week of Pets will teach the children how to care for living
things, Fire Safety week will bring some visitors from a local fire
company. Halloween will be celebrated with family and friends as we
parade through the Villa. The last week of October we will taste the
goodness of the Autumn Harvest.
These activities along with many others will provide our students
with a foundation that can be built upon, so that each child can reach
their potential.
In His Service, Donna Mae, Half day teacher

-7-

The characteristics of Benedictine community
Editor’s note: Various members of St. Gabriel’s, most of whom
attended the June retreat, share their reflection on one of the
characteristics and how it applies to our St. Gabriel’s community.
Appearing here are reflections from the July and August bulletins.
“ Consideration for each other” by Terry
Stockton“ - St. Benedict instructs us to
welcome one another as Christ and desire to
pattern our life after his, a life that is open,
welcoming, nonjudgmental and loving.” Here
at St.Gabe’s, this rule is already a lot of who
we are. We love and accept you right where
you are; we’ll pray for you–24/7; we’ll listen
and be there for you. I believe St. Gabriel’s is
a blessing that keeps on giving the love of
Christ.
“Loving” by Winkie Reed - Benedict says: Your way of acting
should be different from the world's way; the love of Christ must
come before all else. You are not to act in anger or nurse a
grudge. Rid your heart of all deceit. Never give a hollow greeting of
peace or turn away someone who needs your love. We have many
opportunities for loving in our community and our world today.
"Faithfulness to the community and persons” by Sally Heist“ Benedict states we are to be faithful to the community, which in
our case is St. Gabriel's. We are individuals, but also one body in
Christ, a communion of Saints, shaped by and centered in Christ.
We need to connect and support one another regularly by attending
and participating in worship services, Sunday School and activities,
sharing the struggles of and joys of life together.
“Obedience to one another” by Father David - The Prologue of St.
Benedict's Rule begins "Listen carefully, my child, to my
instructions, and attend to them with the ear of your heart."
Benedict uses the words 'listen', 'hear,' and 'obey' over 15 times in
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the Prologue. Listening well is true obedience. It is a "waking up"
to the self, to God and to others. The Word, the God-Who-Speaks,
speaks to and through those willing to risk listening. Listening
requires silence in the midst of noisy, active modern life. In this
way, listening is counter-cultural in both secular
and church culture today. St. Gabriel's is a place
and experience where weary travelers,
overwhelmed with life and struggling to find
rest, can find refreshment and renewal. Those
who pass this way find healing and discover a
renewed call to serve God and the world.
“Being fervent” by Steve Fairbrother - The Rule of St. Benedict
speaks of three kinds of fervor: the fervor of conversion, of heart,
and of charity. Fervor can be defined as intense and passionate
feeling. Apathy and indifference are the opposite of fervor. From a
modern translation of Romans 12-11: Do not let your zeal subside;
keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.
Purchase a $5 Shopping Pass for
Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends
shopping event and save 25% on
most items. Shop at any Boscov’s and
shop all day! The pass can be used at
any Boscov’s Store.
Boscov’s donates the passes to interested non-profit
organizations as a fundraising tool. So for $5 you can do your
shopping, save money, and support St. Gabriel’s in the process!
Plan ahead and order Boscov’s gift cards here at church to use
when you shop. You will earn 8% of the value for St. Gabriel’s and
not spend any more money than you planned. Be sure to order by
October 8 to receive your cards in time!
See Carol Heist to buy your shopping pass or put your order
form and payment in the bright green container in the back of the
church. HAPPY SHOPPING!!

-9-

October Worship Lectionary
In preparation for worship, we invite you to
read and reflect on the following passages:

October 1, 2017
St Michael and
All Angels

Genesis 28:10-17
Psalm 103
Revelation 12:7-12
John 1: 47-51

October 8, 2017
Eighteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 22

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Psalm 19
Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

October 15, 2017
Nineteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 23

Exodus 32:1-14
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23
Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14

October 22, 2017
Twentieth Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 24

Exodus 33:12-23
Psalm 99
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

October 29, 2017
Twenty-first Sunday
after Pentecost
Proper 25

Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Matthew 22:34-46

!

"We cannot all do great things but we can do small things
with great love.|"
— Mother Teresa

!

"Christianity must mean everything to us before it can
mean anything to others."
— Donald Soper
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The following appeared in weekly bulletins during the past two
months:
 We WILL be adding an additional service on Sunday
mornings at 9:15 beginning on September 17th. The “Good
Shepherd Service” will be a half-hour Eucharist service
especially for families with young children.
 Beginning September 7th , The Common
Ground Recovery Community will be
meeting for sharing and worship
EVERY Thursday at 7 PM! (Previously,
meetings were twice monthly)
 100% of your donations to Episcopal
Relief and Development go directly to
help those in need. Administrative/staff
costs are paid for by The Episcopal
Church. (See the bulletin insert to help
with Hurricane Harvey relief.)
 St. Gabe’s collects liquid laundry soap and toilet paper for
Hopewell Love’s bi-monthly food pantry. These essentials
are not available with SNAP benefits, so please pick up an
extra bottle or pack when you shop. You can leave them in
the baskets under the coat rack and thanks so much for
your generosity!
 We run over $1,000 “short” on contributions to pay our
mortgage each month. If you aren’t already contributing to
our Mortgage Campaign, please prayerfully consider doing
so.
 The white cross cell tower, McDonald’s, Wawa, the Villa,
our big parking lot, Adams Hall, and the Good Shepherd
Learning Center were not here 18 years ago!

Shop and contribute to St. Gabriel’s!
Amazon, Chili’s, Applebee’s, iTunes, Starbucks, Subway, TJ
Maxx, JC Penney, Boscov’s, CVS, Barnes and Noble, Kohl’s,
Outback, Target, Wal-mart, GAP, Lands’ End, Panera Bread,
Walgreens, Weis Market, Best Buy, Home Depot, Lowe’s, Red
Lobster, Red Robin, Redner’s, Giant, Wawa and the list goes on!
Shopping with gift cards is an easy way
to support St. Gabriel’s every time you shop.
For each gift card you purchase at face value,
St. Gabriel’s earns 1 to 13%! Without
spending any more money than you usually
do, you are contributing more to St. Gabriel’s.
Plan ahead….check your budget…..look at upcoming
birthdays/holidays….bring your checkbook to church…..look at the
list of retailers in the spinner rack in the back of the church
.complete a gold order form…..order the cards you need. It’s easy!
Join the Gift Card Ministry at St. Gabriel’s! One of our
personal shoJpers can assist you in placing your order. Saturday:
Winkie Reed; Sunday 8AM: Carolyn Nippert and Cissy McKeon;
Sunday 10:30: Carol Heist and Dory Reed.
Thank you very much in advance!

Our friends at the Keystone Villa
Independent Living are holding a Holiday
Bazaar to benefit the Alzheimer’s Association on
Sunday, November 26th from 9 AM - 3 PM. At
this point in time, they’re looking for crafters!
Reserve a spot to showcase and sell your wares
at $15/space (table not provided.) If interested,
see the flyer and sign-up forms on the hallway bulletin board at
church, or contact Activities Director Donna McDonald at
dmcdonald@keystonevillaatdouglassville.com or 610-385-5006
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PARISH FAMILY & FRIENDS IN NEED OF SPECIAL PRAYERS:

The October Lay Ministry Schedule
and a Crop Walk donation form
appear below.
Link to our online calendar
through our website: www.stgabriels.us

Ninette A.; Mary Jane Amoroso; Joan Andres; George Bartalsky; Lorraine Bell;
Kathy Borneman; Daniel Brandt; Fr. Paul Bresnahan; Christopher Browne; the
Brooks & Eppeheimer families; Rick Buckwalter; Caroline C.; Holly C.; Jennifer
Care; Ronald Care; “Caroline”; Margaret Crummy; Danny; Jed Dean; Walter
Didgit; Jim Dilliplaine; Sandy Douros; Mark Endy; Merrilyn Ebanks; Kathleen &
Mary Flannigan; The Rev. John Francis; Gail; Helen Garland; Elizabeth
George; Thomas Gentile; Jeffrey & Ayla Gummel; Matthew Hall; LuAnn
Hanley; Mike Harris; Theresa & Christine Hawkins; Heather; Lynn Jackson;
Debra Bird Jarvis; Jean Jones; Debby Khateeb; Janice Kline; Sharon Kling;
Harold Kohler; Liz Landes; Aytza Ledezma; Paul Lorenz; Lorraine S.; Drew
Mancuso; Charlie Mandrachia; “Mary”; Kimberly Marmentello; Bernadette
Massaro; Harold Maurer; Lisa Maynard and Tom Frost & family; John
Mazzoni; the McKeon family; Safaa Mohammed; Susan Morris & son; Chuck
Neuman; Frank Owsiany; Louise Parsons; Elliot Phillips & family; Rosemary
Pollock; Di Porecca; Troy Richie & family; Bill Roberts; James Rooks; April
Rosenbaum; Ernie Runge, Jr.; the Russell family; Lee Sartell; Suzanne
Siebert; Pat Siminski; Sharron Specht; Rita Starkey; Chris Stewart; Blair
Stockton; Kathleen Sweeny; Mary Lou Tate; Ted Trutnau; Kitty Elkins-Tucker;
peace in Venezuela; Rich Vila; Christine Wesoloski; Judy Wink; Linda Wray;
the York family
In the military: Jacob Bennett; Connor Cooper; Nick English; Zach English;
Vince Frasure; Alex & Gesine Ftorski; Jacoby Kellog; Jason Killian; Jeff Lydic;
Ben Martin; James Martin; Shannon McCorkle; Ross Morrison; Matthew
Pawlik; Jason Robbins; Daniel E. Vroman, Doug Wang
WE ALSO PRAY FOR Hopewell Love, St. Gabriel’s Good Shepherd Learning
Center, St. John's Episcopal Church, Sharon, PA (partner parish in Diocese of
Northwestern PA), North Parish (sister parish in Diocese of Bethlehem)
PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER:
October 1
John, Wendy, Gabriella, Zachary, and Madeleine Scherzer;
Ann Sheehan; Edward III, Jeny, and EJ Siatkowski; Suzanne
Siebert
October 8

John, Kirsten, Johnathan, Neil, and Margaret Slichter; Fred
Spiezio

October 15

Terry Stockton; Barbara Stolz; Doug Stout; Steven,Jr.,
Jessica, Steven W. III, and Scott Stout

October 22

Bill & Katie Strickland; John and Carolann Symonds; Jay and
Michele Templin

October 29

Laurie and Luke Tomme; Alexis, Danielle, Dylan, and Nathan
Troncelliti

Ministry Schedule for October 2017
Date

Oct 1, 2017

Oct 8, 2017

Oct 15, 2017

Oct 22, 2017

Oct 29, 2017

8 AM Service
Readers

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Irene &
Roger Hallowell

Chuck
Nippert

Ryan
Beebe

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Intercessor

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Deacon
Sally

Chuck
Nippert

Deacon
Sally

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Chalicers

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Darlene
Cooper

Ann
Burgy

Darlene
Cooper

Tom
Pfeiffenberger

Greeter

?

?

?

?

?

10:30 Service
Readers

Tammy
Miller

Blaine
Rittenhouse

Tom
Kopel

Sally
Heist

Steve
Fairbrother

Intercessor

Dory
Reed

Lisa
Maynard

Sally
Heist

Steve
Fairbrother

Dory
Reed

Chalicer

Lisa
Maynard

Russ
McClellan

Pat
Owsiany

Lisa
Maynard

Russ
McClellan

Chalicer

Vicki
Frankel

Dianne
Walker

Marilyn
Rittenhouse

Dianne
Walker

Vicki
Frankel

Crucifer

Nick
Biagianti

Joshua
Heckman

Johnathan
Slichter

Stephen
Miller

Linda
Wray

Wyatt
Hessler

Hadley
Miller

Maggie
Slichter

Jessica
Miller

Stella
Greenwald

Chris
McNerny

Dylan
Troncelliti

Neil
Slichter

Amiee
Miller

Chris
McNerny

Mark Elliott
& Pat Owsiany

Gordon & Linda
Wray

Blaine & Marilyn
Rittenhouse

Dan & Kathy
Rowe

Bob & Carole
Chafin

Mark Elliott
& Terry Stockton

Mark Elliott
& Terry Stockton

Mark Elliott
& Danielle

Acolytes

Ushers/Greeters
Counters
Coffee Hour

B. Rittenhouse
Mark Elliott
& Carly Greenwald & Carly Greenwald
OPEN

Laurie & Luke
Tomme

Linda & Gordon
Wray

OPEN

Hessler Family

Judy Embriani
Carole Levesque

Judy Embriani
Carole Levesque

Judy Embriani
Carole Levesque

Judy Embriani
Carole Levesque

Judy Embriani
Carole Levesque

Saturday Evening Service Altar Guild

Altar Guild
Jo Rivera

Katie Strickland

Sue Kerrigan

Vicki Frankel

** Lay ministers are reminded to arrange for a replacement
if they can't serve on the date for which they are scheduled.**

Mary Mazzoni

