

Commander’s Stuff
By Mike Winner
(708) 829-0069

Gonakadet@att.net

Veterans,
   It's been an honor! I hope many of you attended our Memorial Day Parade. I'm sure great speeches were made, a few tears were shed, and I'll bet, if you listen very carefully, Chuck is still talking.

   We now go forward with a new commander, Joe Barker. Our efforts to better the lives of our fellow veterans renews. Please support his efforts in the coming years. Help ourselves by increasing membership. Spread the word of what the VFW does for veterans.   

   And, as always, Semper Fidelis!

Mike Winner

Members Honored for Volunteerism
By Walt Bergenthal

(708) 246-4858

Statement of funds as of 5/10/16:

Post General Fund

$14,052.05
Post Relief Fund

       827.18
Post Dues Reserve

         95.13
TOTAL:


$14,974.36
   On April 13, Hines VA Hospital recognized volunteers Bruce Harken for his 500 hours of service and Seedy Ulrich for his 20 years and 2,354 hours. A volunteer luncheon was held at the Brookfield Zoo.
   As outgoing Post Commander, Mike Winner has done an outstanding job over the past three years. Mike is an American Airlines pilot and is a Marine Corps Major currently in the active reserves. He is training as a joint terminal attack controller. In short, he calls in air strikes from the ground sometimes only a couple football fields away from where the bombs hit. When on full-time active duty, he was a C130 pilot in Somalia. 

   Our Post has benefited greatly from his handling of his Commander duties and look forward to his new role as Quartermaster.

   Installation dinner honoring outgoing Commander Mike Winner and incoming Commander Joe Barker will be held Wednesday, June 8, at the Czech Plaza restaurant, 7016 W. Cermak Road in Berwyn. Get your reservations in. This event will take the place of our regularly scheduled June Post meeting. 
We’ll Be Back for You
By Carol Anne O’Donnell

(708) 246-1204
The following is taken from the article titled above by Adam Makos published in the January 2016 issue of the American Legion magazine:
   “On Dec. 4, 1950, Navy pilot Jesse Brown was shot down over North Korea. In a violent crash, his Corsair fighter came to rest on a snowy mountainside behind enemy lines. The impact snapped the nose of his plane, pinning the ensign within the wreckage. Smoke appeared. … It was about 3 p.m. during one of the coldest winters on record. Ten minutes earlier, Brown had been flying close air support to try to save U.S. soldiers and Marines who were surrounded at the Chosen Reservoir outnumbered 10 to 1. That’s when a lucky shot hit his oil tank. Now, trapped in his plane, Brown seemed to be destined to die alone, far from home. So he did the only thing he could: he looked to the sky and waved.

   Circling overhead in a flight of Corsairs, Lt. Tom Hudner was tracking Brown’s plight. The two were wingmen in Fighter Squadron 32 and friends, though they hailed from different worlds. Hudner was a white New Englander from the country club scene. Brown was a Mississippi sharecropper who became the Navy’s first black carrier pilot. At a time when the United States was still divided by segregation, the two were a model of brothers in arms. Hudner eyed the trickling gray plume of smoke with horror. A rescue helicopter would never make it in time, so he cued the radio.

   ‘I’m going in,’ he announced. Silence. The other pilots either didn’t understand what Hudner was thinking, or they didn’t want to encourage him. Their commander had laid down the law: any man who damaged his plane unnecessarily would face a court-martial. But this wasn’t just a pilot in distress or a faceless shipmate. It was Brown—his friend, a married man and the father of a 2 year-old girl.

   Hudner cranked back the canopy, set the throttle and steered for Brown’s crash. What he was about to do had never been tried before and has never been repeated since. He was going to make a carrier landing on a mountainside. Brown must have heard the navy-blue Corsair come screeching to earth, its belly skidding against the rocks. … Even if he didn’t see the number 205 on the nose, he knew who had come to save him. Above, an awed pilot spoke for everyone when he muttered, ‘It would be Tom.’

   Brown greeted Hudner with glassy eyes. ‘We’ve got to figure a way of getting out of here,’ he said. Hudner tried to pull him from the wreck once, twice, but without result. His leg wouldn’t budge; he was helplessly pinned. Yet, Brown remained calm, an inspiration to Hudner. Hudner moved to the nose of the plane, got on his hands and knees, doused the fire by shoveling snow on it. Then he returned to the cockpit, took the scarf from around his neck and used it to wrap Brown’s frozen hands.

   Side by side, the men waited for rescue. … They watched as their squadron mates departed for their carrier, one by one. … Brown was fading from his wounds, his eyelids becoming heavy. … Brown’s chin slumped to his chest, but Hudner shook him awake. That’s when Brown gave a final message to deliver to his wife: ‘Just tell Daisy how much I love her.’ By the time the rescue helicopter flared onto the scene Brown was gone.

   Exhausted and defeated, Hudner headed for the helicopter. But he couldn’t leave without a word. He turned and shouted to his departed friend, ‘We’ll be back for you.’ … Not only had he lost a friend, but Brown had become the first black U.S. naval officer to die in the war. Hudner was certain he had failed.

   When he stepped on the deck of his carrier, USS Leyte, an office approached him with a summons to the bridge. In the shadow of CAPT T.U. Sisson, he braced for punishment. Instead, Sisson shook his hand and welcomed him back. In a press release already wired from the ship, Sisson had praised Hudner’s attempt, saying, ‘There has been no finer act of unselfish heroism in military history.’ The squadron leader concurred; there would be no court-martial. 
   Upon his return home, Hudner discovered that his courageous actions had inspired the nation. In April

1951, President Harry Truman awarded him the Medal of Honor and Hudner used his fame to personally put Brown’s widow through college.

   Over the decades, closure eluded Hudner. … But in the summer of 2013, at 89, Hudner decided to attempt the impossible one last time. Against all advice, he traveled to North Korea, where he met with a senior colonel of the North Korean People’s Army. With the cameras of global media rolling, Hudner asked his former enemies to help search for Brown’s remains.

   At first, the colonel was silent. Then he glanced at his notes, cleared his voice and began to read a prewritten reply from the nation’s new 30 year old supreme leader, Kim Jong-un. Kim said he was impressed that Hudner had come so far, after so long, to keep a promise to a friend. He granted approval for his army to resume the search for the remains of missing U.S. servicemen, beginning with Jesse Brown.

   Today, 65 years after Brown’s death, Hudner waits with renewed hope. He knows it may take years, even decades … but someday, it will happen. Tom Hudner will bring his wingman home.”

   Please remember all our POW/MIAs and their families and their comrades in your prayers.

YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN

Dear Comrades,

   This is my last article. I’m selling my house and thinking of moving to Houston, Texas. Information on our

POW/MIAs has become very difficult to obtain. I haven’t had any from the National Alliance of Families in about a year. Keep praying for them and theirs.

Your friend,

Carol Anne O’Donnell

Service Officer Stuff
By Chuck Bosko
(708) 205-3541
chuckbosko@att.net
   I have not received any inquiries from our members about benefits or related issues, so I’ll venture forth with some information that may be useful: VA Pension! There is much confusion about this VA benefit. Contrary to public opinion, it is not a secret benefit that the VA will not share with veterans. If indeed it was, nobody would be receiving same. What is true about this benefit as is with so many other benefits is this simple fact - there are so many benefits available for veterans that there is no easy avenue to inform the veteran populace. 
   Let’s face it, the VA does not advertise on any media about our benefits nor is there a VA monthly newsletter for vets featuring a benefit of the month. Rather, veterans rely on such information to be provided by an organizations monthly periodical or as in this edition of our newsletter, your Post service officer providing information. Onto VA Pension.

The VA Pension

Eligibility: “War Time” vets: WW II, Korean War, Viet Nam, Dessert Storm to include Iraq and Afghanistan. Vets who served in a “peace time” are not eligible.
Qualifications: Age – over 65 with no source of income. Under age 65 totally disabled with no income.

What does income refer to? Okay, so veteran A (who is 65) applies for this pension and receives absolutely no income. This veteran served in the early days of Viet Nam and has no source of revenue. He will receive $1,041 per month. However, IF this vet receives $800 per month from Social Security, then vet A will receive the difference between that $800 and the VA Pension limit - or $241 per month. VA Pension is not an additional amount of funds. 

   Now, there is an additional amount of funds if the veteran is married or is in need of a program called Aid and Attendance, which is for someone to assist the veteran and perhaps the spouse with daily functions.

   Now, the important stuff. This VA Pension IS NOT DESIGNED TO HELP SHELTER ANY ASSETS INDIVIDUALS MAY HAVE!!!    

   Granted, there are some “planners” who advise their clients to apply for a VA pension for this reason. My opinion- and my opinion only- when someone “advises” this, lock the door, hang up the phone, close the windows and cover your ears!! Know this: the VA shares information with the IRS and Social Security, Social Security shares info with the IRS and VA, the IRS shares info with the VA and Social Security. And if the VA discovers that an individual who is in receipt of VA Pension and receives unreported income – the VA will collect disbursed funds! And that process is one to not become acquainted with. The VA will get its’ money.

   Hey, VA did not create the Pension. Congress did that years ago. Congress established the income level and the requirements. VA simply administers the program.

   Think you need additional info about VA Pension? Call me.

Allons,

Chuck Bosko
June 2016
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Save the Dates





June 8th – 6 p.m. Post Annual Dinner at Czech Plaza


June 9th – Hospital Visit


June 10th – Deadline for July newsletter


July 12th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church














