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From the Editors
Rice Creek RV Resort Newsletter
Also available in color on-line at www.ontracnewsletters.net
Thank you to all the people who have contributed to this
edition, as well as our managers, activities directors, and
coordinators.
Please submit your ideas or articles in writing or by email
with your name, address and phone number.
Doug or Robin Vaughan, 11109 Peru Creek Dr.
(813) 503-6255 (813) 217-1141
douglasmvaughan@gmail.com
robinavaughan@gmail.com

Prudy and Dave Hodsdon
By: Prudy Hodsdon (603) 312-1461
This is the time of year for thankyous and goodbyes for the
summer. Without all the volunteers this park sure wouldn’t be
the same. The hot dog roasts, breakfasts, games, and crafts are
all because of the wonderful, kind and hard-working people
here at Rice Creek.
The goodbyes are really “see you later” and not goodbye.
Therefore, your homework assignment over the summer is
to come up with anything you’d like to have as part of the
activities or any changes you’d like to see. Remember this is
your park and the Activities Office is here to make your stay
as entertaining as possible. Have a safe and healthy summer
and we are looking forward to your return in the fall.

Bill & Lois Brimmer
By: Bill Brimmer
Here we are at the end of another season. It was great seeing
you all after such a long separation!
As you prepare your places for the time you are absent, here
are a few tips:
Make sure all objects around your units are secured so they
don’t become projectiles during the storms we face in the
summer.
Either put new batteries in your smoke detectors or remove
the batteries altogether.
Shut off the water to your unit.
Make sure your northern contact information is current in
the office.
Landscaping for the summer is your responsibility. The park
does not landscape!
We wish you a safe journey home and are already looking
forward to your return next year!
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EDITORIAL
By: Robin Vaughan

Time is getting short for us to enjoy each other’s company
before summer is upon us. It’s around this time that we
start listing all the things we meant to do and the places we
wanted to go, and realize that there is just not enough time
to get it all in. There was plenty of time at the beginning of
the season, but now, we’re coming down to the wire!
We are still dealing with the lingering effects of the pandemic. There are many who chose to curtail their partici-

pation in activities to maintain their safety. I sincerely hope
that next season finds us able and willing to resume even
more of our “normal” activities!
Doug and I want to say how much we have enjoyed being
a part of Up the Creek! We thank you for your feedback and
support. We have lots of ideas for next year! We wish you
all safe journeys home! We’ll see you in the fall!

BULLETIN BOARD

At the back of the hall. Post notes on 3”x5” cards. Write
date posted on card. This board will be checked and kept
neat. The cards will be removed every two months. For more
information see Prudy.

Friday Morning Meeting

Coffee and donuts at 7:45 a.m. Information meeting at
8:30 a.m. This is the place to find out what is happening
in the park and any changes to scheduled events. All are
encouraged to attend.

EASTER DINNER
(April 17th @ 3pm)

Dinner will be in the hall for all who want to join us. The
park will supply the hams along with rolls, butter, and coffee.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Don’t forget to
bring your own place setting. HAPPY EASTER!

BINGO

By: Cathy Peters
Sunday – April 3rd – Will be our last Chapel
Service for the season. We will be doing a
pre-Easter celebration service and we would
love to have you join us.
Thank you all so much for the donations to the Riverview
Methodist Church Food Bank.
Thank you for another great season at Chapel, we appreciate everyone who came. We will miss you all!

Library

Music

There are informal jam sessions at the pavilion on Mondays
and Thursdays around 7pm. If you play an instrument, sing
or just enjoy listening to music, please stop by.

Line Dancing

If you have any spare time and would like to help out in
the library, please call Lee Pressley, Library Coordinator, at
813-203-0769.
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By: Paul Albert
Every Thursday nickel bingo begins at 6:00 pm. 25 nickels,
5 dimes and 6 quarters is all you need for this entertaining
night. If you want, add a dollar for each ‘jug’ ticket. The ‘jug’
prize is becoming quite significant!

Friday mornings at 10:00am there will be line dancing in
the hall. We will be teaching each other the dances we know.
Come on down and have fun!
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The Raw Truth About Raw Milk

By: Betty Sue Robie (Robie Farm, Piermont, NH)
Many of us grew up on raw milk. If you are reading this article, it didn’t kill you! You also didn’t die playing on a playground
with slides, teeter totters and monkey bars. Although my cousin did get her front teeth knocked out . Raw milk is a complete
food rich in many beneficial vitamins and enzymes which I decided not to enumerate and cause you to decide not to bother
to read the rest of this. Pasteurization destroys most of these health benefits because they are heat sensitive. Pasteurized milk
is basically sterilized then they add nutrients back in it. It is sort of like eating boxed cereal. Read the ingredients and you will
see they had to add the healthy stuff back in. I fully understand how and why pasteurization started because of unclean and
unregulated circumstances. Dairy farms today are inspected regularly. My Aunt and Uncle milked their cows by hand, and
we strained out the occasional fly that made its way in there. I added this little tidbit of info for the squeamish to ruminate
on. Ha!
Now frankly the part that really gets my goat is Homogenization. I have had doctors admit that there is NO, NOT ANY health
reason to homogenize milk! That is simply done so the cream won’t rise, and you would have to go to the trouble of shaking
your milk. In simple terms it means they change the molecular makeup of milk by breaking down the milk globules into
miniscule particles that permeate our gut so it can clog our arteries. You can ruminate on that too, I guess. Raw whole milk is
very popular for those who are lactose intolerant. We have many customers who are thrilled to drink milk again after discovering it doesn’t cause
the dreaded big “D”. Also, raw milk, unlike pasteurized, homogenized milk
does not spoil. It only changes into another food. Many old recipes called
for sour milk or buttermilk (the
whey that is left after we make
butter). Remember when they
said butter was bad and they
pushed that awful margarine off
on us. Well, that was retracted
and found to be factually incorrect. My father used to call it
goat grease. Anyway, my grandmother used to put raw milk on
the back of the woodstove till it
clabbered which was the best
cottage cheese you ever ate. We
accidently left a half gallon of
milk in a cooler for a week in the
hot summer sun after a Farmer’s
Market. It separated into a nice
cheese on top and a clear whey
on the bottom. We cut the top
off the container and ate the
cheese. Raw milk does not spoil.
It just changes. NEVER try this
with purchased pasteurized homogenized milk. You will be very
sick! Anyway, farm life is not
sterile, and many healthy kids
have been raised with animals,
manure, and dirt all around and
somehow lived through it. I am
thankful my grandkids still get
that privilege!
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Shuffleboard

Bowling

By: Nancy & Ron Ferdinandsen (586) 871-5333
A BIG THANK YOU TO THE BOWLERS THIS SEASON!
I can’t believe another bowling season has come and gone.
We had a great time; I can’t remember when I have laughed
so much! We had a lot of new bowlers this year which was
absolutely amazing. I will be counting the days until we start
to bowl again.
Until next season of fun and laughter, gutter balls, Hi
games and not so Hi games!
Have safe travels and a great summer, we will keep the
light on for your return.

By: Roger Hatt (989) 772-9204
Come join us on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 9:00
a.m. for a morning of shuffling! We are having a great time!
If you have any questions, please call me.

Yard Games

Bocce ball, ladder ball and corn hole games are available
for your use and are located in the library.

Pool Tournament

There is a pool tournament every
Wednesday at 6:30 PM....and is open
to all.

Golf

By: Mike Pintek (813) 671-3158.
Signup sheets are in the clubhouse.
Mondays @ 9:30am at Bloomingdale Golf Club
Wednesdays @ 9:30am at Bloomingdale Golf Club

April 2022
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EVENTS GONE BY

Crystal Gage And Ryan

Friday Morning Meeting

Another great evening of entertainment
from Canada!

Was interrupted a couple of times by Sharon Bruce promoting the Spring
Fling. (Sorry, too late to publish pictures due to the date being changed for
weather).

High School Chorus
Spaghetti Dinner And Dance

Entertainment along with a great meal served by the students.
Dinner and a show for only $5!

A BIG THANK YOU FROM JEAN MATHEWS to everyone that helped
her celebrate her 80th birthday. Friends and family enjoyed
cake and ice-cream with sandwiches.
Jean says she has good friends, and she loves all of them!
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50th Anniversary
Couples Dinner

A great time was had by all attendees, and they were
entertained by park residents Deb and Don. Thanks
to Katie Hodsdon for the fabulous pictures!

YARD SALE

By: Sheila and Blair Clark
Congratulations to Prudy and crew
for a successful yard sale. It was well
organized and well attended. Thank
you to the Indiana State group for a
well-put-together cooler. We won!
The Orville Redenbacher popcorn,
gummy bear candy, and seasonings
will be enjoyed, and we now know
where Orville is from. The 3-D Chase
flexible collector magnet, designed
originally for use in space, wow! The
NFL cap will be well worn on the golf
course or snitched by our granddaughter. The Hoosier State has much to be
proud of!

George Durham

George and Gwen entertained
us all Sunday night after the 50th
anniversary dinner.

Super Bowl

Big game on the big screen with freshly made pizza! Great night (except for
the Bengals).

April 2022
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU

By: Lynda Baxter
Bonnie Rouzzi
Bonnie is from Pennsylvania and came to Rice Creek in 2012 with her husband.
She thought the park was a very friendly place with lots of help available. “The
planned activities were abundant with many participants”. Her career before
retiring was serving as an Administrative Assistant to the Director of Engineering
at Bombardier Transportation in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania
Bonnie loves to paint (oils and acrylics) and do ceramics. In the spring and
summer, she loves to work in her yard taking care of her flowers and pond. She
has a Love Bird that a friend takes care of while she’s snow birding in Florida.
Bonnie is one of 8 children (4 boys/4 girls) she has 2 sons and 1 daughter and
4 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.
Bonnie and her husband were married 43 years when he died of lung cancer.
When asked if there’s anything that she would like to do that she hasn’t done
before, she replied “I’d like to see more of the United States when this virus
buries its dirty head”.
Bonnie is active in the park with crafts and organizing the state baskets.

April 2022
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COMEDY
CORNER

KINDNESS

RETARDED GRANDPARENTS
By: Jim Baxter (author unknown)
Reported by a teacher:
After Christmas, a teacher asked her young pupils how
they spent their holiday away from school. One child wrote
the following: We always used to spend the holidays with
Grandma and Grandpa. They used to live in a big brick house,
but Grandpa got retarded and they moved to Batemans Bay
where everyone lives in nice little houses, and so they don’t
have to mow the grass anymore! They ride around on their
bicycles and scooters and wear name tags because they don’t
know who they are anymore. They go to a building called
the wreck center, but they must have got it fixed because
it is all ok now. They do exercises there. But they don’t do
them very well. There is a swimming pool too, but they all
jump up and down in it with hats on. At their gate, there is
a doll house with a little old man sitting in it. He watches all
day so nobody can escape. Sometimes they sneak out and
go cruising in their golf carts! Nobody there cooks, they just
eat out. AND they eat the same thing every night - early
birds! Some of the people can’t get out past the man in the
doll house. The ones who do get out bring food back to the
wreck center for potluck.
JUST FOR FUN
By: Bunny Conner (author(s) unknown)
My bucket list: keep breathing.
Just once I want a username and password prompt to say:
“close enough.”
I’m a multitasker. I can listen, ignore, and forget all at the
same time!
Retirement to do list: Wake up. Nailed it!
People who wonder if the glass is half empty or half full
miss the point. The glass is refillable.
I don’t have grey hair. I have wisdom highlights.
Sometimes it takes me all day to get nothing done.
My heart says chocolate and wine, but my jeans say, please,
please, please, eat a salad!
One minute you’re young and fun, and the next, you’re
turning down the car stereo to see better.
I’d grow my own food if only I could find bacon seeds
Losing weight doesn’t seem to be working for me, so from
now I’m going to concentrate on getting taller.
My body is a temple. It’s ancient and crumbling.
Common sense is not a gift. It’s a punishment because you
have to deal with everyone who doesn’t have it.
I came. I saw. I forgot what I was doing. I retraced my steps.
I got lost on the way back. Now I have no idea what’s going
on.
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By: Bunny Conner
After writing about kindnesses to me by our Rice Creek
Family last month, I started to really think of our little corner
of heaven on earth. Here are a few examples: did you know
you can recycle all your Christmas, Easter, and birthday cards?
Just take off the personal sections and deposit them in the
container in the hallway inside the hall. A good fairy makes
sure they get to hospitals, etc., to be recycled by children into
all kinds of projects. Take your old sheets, blankets, etc. and
place them in containers and another angel makes sure they
go to animal shelters for use. We often have collections of
food items to be distributed to various agencies for the poor.
There are also coupons for all kinds of things in the hallway,
just take whatever you can use. When the youngsters from
the high school come to entertain us, we always take up a
collection to help cover their expenses. I am always hearing
about someone helping a shut-in with their food needs. Not
counting when someone cooks, neighbors usually share the
goodies.
Did you know that prior to the pandemic, the Sheriff’s
department sponsored a Christmas Party as a thank you
to senior residents of Riverview? We must not forget the
kindness of merchants. I am sure many of you enjoy the
goodies that Panera gives to us on Mondays, thanks to Mike
for picking them up. Here is one way I can contribute - I fold
my grocery bags and give them to the office for anyone that
needs a bag to take their goodies home.
I am sure I have missed many good deeds done here in our
park, but it does give you an idea how special Rice Creek is!
I think we have a park full of very special people. Let us not
forget all the very special people that GIVE many hours of
their time to coordinate the many activities offered to you
free of charge here in the park. All that we have to do is show
up and take advantage of them sharing their talents. Come
on folks, let’s make ALL of the activities full with a waiting
list!

Turning 65? Need help signing up for
Medicare? Recent Move? Want to
Save $$ on your expensive meds?
Compare Benefits & Save!
Call MRS Insurance for a FREE
Appointment Today!
Protecting Your Health, Wealth & Family

Sherry Gillard
813-452-8904

mrs-insurance.com

A097128
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What is Earth Day?

Earth Day is an annual event, celebrated on April 22, on
which day events worldwide are held to demonstrate support for environmental protection. It was first celebrated
in 1970, and is now coordinated globally by the Earth Day
Network, and celebrated in more than 192 countries each
year.
Earth Day began on April 22, 1970 and has been an important day ever since. It’s a day to reflect on our planet,
our environment and what we can do to help keep them
healthy.
A month later a separate Earth Day was founded by United
States Senator Gaylord Nelson as an environmental teach-in
first held on April 22, 1970. Nelson was later awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom Award in recognition of his
work.

Spring
Into
Action!

1-800-432-JOIN (5646)
savethemanatee.org

Adopt-A-Manatee

®

Photo © David Schrichte
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TRIVIA CORNER
We’ve got a little spring trivia for you. You should be pretty
well qualified to give Jeopardy a call if you’ve been playing
all season – and you’ve had all the correct answers!
1.
Which natural phenomenon occurs more frequently
in the spring and less frequently in the winter?
2.
What health issues account for approximately 17
million outpatient office visits each year, with the majority
occurring in the spring and fall?
3.
What is a popular springtime adage that refers to the
fact that April is typically wet and flowers blossom in May?
4.
Birds sing a lot more in the spring, why?
5.
What statue was erected by the ancient Egyptians
to face the rising sun on the spring equinox?
6.
The first Sunday after the first full moon after the
spring equinox is always what?
7.
The approach of the spring season is supposed to
produce a condition known as what, leading to restlessness
and daydreaming?
8.
What are among the first spring flowers to bloom?
9.
What are the only two states that do not observe
daylight savings time?
10. What bird is often associated with spring in North
America?
(answers on page 15)

RECIPES
What do you do with all the hard-boiled eggs you colored
for Easter? Here is a thought:
Pickled Eggs
Ingredients:
		
2 ¼ cups distilled vinegar
		
1 pound jarred or canned pickled baby beets, 		
			
drained, pickling liquid reserved
		
1 small red onion, halved and thinly sliced
		
Kosher salt
		
1 Tbsp yellow mustard seeds
		
1 Tbsp coriander seeds
		
1 tsp sugar
		
12 hard-boiled eggs, peeled
Directions:
1. Bring the vinegar, ¾ cup of pickling liquid, the onions,
4 tsp salt, the mustard seeds, coriander seeds and sugar to
the boil in a medium saucepan over medium heat, stirring
to dissolve the salt and sugar. Reduce heat, cover, and let
simmer for 5 minutes.
2. Meanwhile, pierce each egg all the way through about
6 times with a cake tester or toothpick. Put 3 eggs and ¼ of
the beets in each of 2 glass quart jars with lids. Ladle enough
brine to cover, leaving about ¼ inch space at the top. You’ll
have four jars. Close the jars and let cool to room temperature, then refrigerate for at least 24 hours before serving.
3. Serve the eggs and beets halved or quartered, with some
of the onions and pickling liquid spooned on top. Eggs will
keep, covered by liquid, and refrigerated, up to 5 days.
Easter Bunny
Yummy to enjoy while you’re coloring Easter eggs!
Ingredients:
		
½ ounce vodka
		
1 ½ ounces dark crème de cacao
		
1 tsp cherry liqueur
		
1 tsp chocolate syrup
To make:
Add vodka and crème de cacao to shaker with ice; shake
vigorously. Pour into an old-fashioned glass. Float the cherry
liquor and chocolate syrup on top. Garnish with maraschino
cherry. Enjoy!!!
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DID YOU KNOW……

By: Doug Vaughan
…That there’s a beautiful Thai Buddhist temple just 20 minutes from our park on
the banks of the Palm River? It’s called Wat Mongkolratanaram and has wonderful
grounds and picnic tables where you can eat Thai food cooked by members of their
community every Sunday morning. Due to COVID, the vendors do not set up their
kiosks but will deliver the food to your car through a drive through process. It gets
very busy so be there before 10:30am. Bring cash. Currently their menu is:
• Beef Noodle Soup: Regular Noodle or Angel Hair
• Pork Noodle Soup: Regular Noodle or Angel Hair
• Vegetable Noodle Soup: Regular Noodle or Angel Hair
• Pad Thai
• Fresh Roll - Shrimp
• Fresh Roll - Chicken
• Fresh Roll - Vegetable
• Empanadas
• Crab Rangoon
• Ice Thai - Tea
• Ice Thai - Coffee
• Water & Soda
After they deliver your order to your car, you can park and take your meal
to one of the picnic tables in the beautiful, shaded area by the river. Truly a
‘hidden gem’ worth visiting! You can also visit Tuesday thru Saturday from
9am-4pm (without the food). Address is 5306 Palm River Rd. Tampa , Florida
33619-3746.

Hero Salute

APRIL FOOLS’ DAY

By: Robin Vaughan
When I first had the idea for this column, I envisioned featuring folks who had dedicated their careers to providing for
our health, safety, and well-being. I did indeed speak with
folks who fit those criteria. Even retired, the people I interviewed are still deeply committed to their fields. They each
carry with them the same dedication, passion and courage
that lead them to their chosen fields in the first place. I was
humbled by their stories and experiences, and by the pride
they carry to this day.
I’ve done a lot of thinking. (I know, shocking, right?) The
world we live in is a very complicated place. We have many
influences in our lives that may be subtle, but no less significant. With that bit of philosophy thrown out there, I think I
will change the format of this article a bit for next year. Stay
tuned! I may be knocking on your door!
I want to thank everyone for reading this column. I also
want to thank all of you who were so gracious in sharing
yourselves. I look forward to meeting many more of you!
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By: Robin Vaughan
April Fool’s Day, celebrated on April 1 each year, has been
celebrated for several centuries by different cultures. Some
historians speculate that April Fools’ Day dates back to 1582,
when France switched from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar. In the Julian calendar, the new year began with
the spring equinox around April 1. The Gregorian calendar
changed the date of the new year to January 1. People who
were slow to get the news or failed to recognize that the start
of the new year had moved to January 1 and continued to
celebrate it on April 1 became the butt of jokes and hoaxes
and were called “April Fools”.

1.		
2.		
3.		
4.		
5.		
6.		
7.		
8.		
9.		
10.

TRIVIA ANSWERS

Tornadoes
Allergies
April showers bring May flowers
They are attempting to attract partners
The Great Sphinx
Easter Sunday
Spring fever
Daffodils, dandelions, lilies, tulips, iris, and lilacs
Arizona and Hawaii
Robin
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