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Above: Rodney S. Tucker, Hartsville’s planning and development director, stands behind his office on South Fourth Street, which is one of
the sites the city has heen developing to package and sefl to developars, Relow: The nlans for the Vista site include a hotel and a restau-
rant, as well as a pond and park to connect Coker College’s cantpus with the 5.0, Governor’s Schoal for Science and Mathematics.

Hartsville package promotes growth
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HARTSVILLE — Harts-
ville has developed steadily
throughout the years and is
emerging as a competitor,
along with larger neighbor-
ing cities, for urban develop-
ment.

In an effort to continue
growing, the city's planning
department has developed a
package geared toward show-
ing those interested prime
downtown property that’s for
sale.

“We are very optimistic
about Hartsville's develop-
ment potential.,” Rodney S,
Tucker, the city's planning
and development director,
said. “We want to maximize
the best use of the sites.”

Tucker designed and
drafted the proposal. which
includes layout schemes for
perpetual business growth at
two sites, one being the for-
mer armory huilding that
served] as the city recreation
department until last sum-
mer. That site isn't in the
downtown district, hut edges
the boundary where it stops.

“The propeosal envisions
the huiilding being razed and

developed as a mixed use
project,” he said. “The por-
tion facing West Carolina
(Avenue} depicts a two-story
office building with a land-
scaped garden.”

Tucker said the site would
include a residential element
with a concept of townhous-
es or condominiums to tie
into the Richardson Cirele

Subdivision located just
behind the arm nrv
“Naturallv, there's some

things that we would want to
see happen in that area more
than others,” said city coun-
cilman Robert Braddock Jr,
who lives in the subdivision.
“We need something to help
build our tax base. and Rod-

ney hit it on lho hn ul. We are
looking to {ry to maximize
the development potential,
get the vight businesses in
that area and support the
comnunity that's already
there.”

The other site in which
the city is trying to apark
interest is {he Vista railvand
site. Thoe eity, Coker € ullogc
anr the 8.C. Governor's
School for Seiener and Math
collahorated o ronstructing
a serpentine walkway 1o con-
nect the schools and down-
town a8 a kev part of” the proj-
ect.

Visla also cncompassns
Burry Park, which is consid-
ered the city’s urhan green

space. Tucker said the city
would like 1o see a hotel and
oateries develop there.

“That srea has a more
contemporary feel,” he said.
“Icteally the city wants anoth-
er hotel. and development of
this magnitude would posi-
tively impact our downtown
and ignite additional invest-
ments,”

Judi Elvington, director of
the Harvraville Downtown
Development Association.
said although the armory
project is outside of the
downtown district, it's part of
a corridor that leads into
dovmtown.

“From a personal perspec-
tive, T do want to see some-
thing creative develop at the
armory.” she said, “For 20
vears, this association has
been creating this downtown
cultural and historical envi-
ronment, so any retail devel-
opment that would advance
the look of the downtown
area and entering into it, is
good.”

'Tucker said a few interest-
cdd parties have looked at the
properties.

He said he created the pro-
posal to put pictures to a con-
cept and give prospects an
idea of the potential.



