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With the start of the pandemic almost a year ago, we have had
an entire year of being hyper-aware of germs and their effects.
One doesn’t have to look very far to see a jug of hand sanitizer
ready to dispense its liquid warfare and chemical assault seeking to destroy 99.9% of the germs on your hands. It is not
necessarily a bad thing to eat with clean hands. I sure enjoy
keeping the bad germs out of my mouth, because I don’t
really like feeling sick. As we begin Lent this year, it got me
think about how our culture has “Purell-ed” Jesus.
I think one of the saddest, and truly most horrifying things, we as mankind have ever done
is to try and sanitize Jesus. Just what is sanitized Jesus? He is a God. He is deemed as Savior.
We say He was human, and tempted as we are, yet we do not teach or comprehend what
Jesus, what God as one of us, truly would look like. We have this unrealistic picture of Jesus,
that He is a God who only can deal with me, who only wants me, who only loves me, after
I get my act together. I have to pick myself up, clean myself off, and get myself back together; then I will come to the church. I will get my life in order, then I will ask for help. Do you
realize how odd this is? The Three Articles of the Christian Creed make it abundantly clear
that I cannot create, I did not redeem, and I by my own reason or strength cannot believe in
Jesus, come to Him, or make myself holy.
Growing up, I was only given the clean-cut pictures of Jesus. Now, to be fair, I’m sure I was
told otherwise. I see the nice pictures. I see the clean crucifixes on the cross. Everywhere
I look in the church, I see beautiful art, hear good stories, see people acting one way all
dressed up; but then I leave the building and it seems as though the veneer wears off quickly. People in the pews act differently, Jesus doesn’t seem to be there in the real world, and
life is so complicated and messy, that there is no way God would want me out there! I don’t
see how a God can even exist out there! God must be protected and I am His sentry! Right?
Wrong. This is where I was mistaken. I was not the one keeping God; it is the other way
around. By sanitizing Jesus, we miss who He truly is. Early in my ministry, I once said to
someone in deep distress, “I know what you’re going through.” “No, you don’t!” she shouted
in her pain. “You couldn’t possibly know what I’m going through because you’ve never been
there!” It makes such a difference in our care for one another if we can say, “I have been
there,” so that we are truly able to sympathize. When we endure a trial or tragedy in life, we
may receive some comfort from well-meaning people who pity us. But when they can
honestly say, “I have been there,” we feel a deep sense of kinship which consoles us.
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In every trial or temptation we endure, we can say with confidence, “Jesus has already
been there.” He can sympathize with us in all our tribulations because He has been tested
in every way just like us, except that he never gave in or gave up. He is our caring Brother.
Therefore, we can approach His throne of grace with confidence, casting all of our cares
and anxieties on Him.
It is not the most fun thing, or the easiest thing, to think about Jesus being tempted in
every way that we are. To think of Jesus being tempted to worry about things out of His
control, to think of Jesus being tempted with lust and members of the opposite sex, to
think of Jesus being tempted to seek power and glory, to think of Jesus being tempted to
think of Himself before anyone else, is just not the picture I want of my Savior. That
describes me, not Jesus. Yet, what does it mean to say, “We do not have a high priest who
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin.” Jesus can truly sympathize with us, because He
suffered all the trials of being human in a sinful world, though He Himself did not sin.
To think of God, in this way, is so vile to human disposition, that we search for many
ways to Purell Him and destroy 99.9% of who He truly is. In Jesus day, the Epicureans
thought God was completely detached from human affairs; this has survived in the teaching of the Deists. God created the world, and now lets it run on its own. God is watching,
but is not involved. The benefits include man doing whatever he wants, man being the
top-dog and the supreme authority on pretty much everything. The downside includes,
God is not directly involved.
Then there are the Stoics. They believed the primary attribute of God was apathy, the
absence of feelings or emotions, and they strived to be similar. This has hung on today in
groups who stress heavily only the Sovereignty or the Kingliness of God. He is a supreme
judge and ruler who operates with computer-like efficiency.
But the message of Scriptures is that God loves us so much He sent his Son down from
the glories of heaven into this dark world. Jesus became man in order to endure the full
range of our human experiences, though without sin. He was made like his brothers in
every other way, in order that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest. He
learned obedience through his trials, and having been perfected in this manner, He
became the source of our eternal salvation.
He was and is flesh of our flesh, and since Jesus has walked in our shoes, he now sympathizes with us. He understands us and feels our pain with us in our times of struggle. And
during His earthly life He underwent the severest temptations that have ever come upon
any man. It was not merely that the temptation came near Him without really assailing
Him.
5													 www.immanuelgrinnell.org

__________________
1 Peter 5:7
Hebrews 4:15
Hebrews 2:17
Hebrews 5:8–9

It was rather so that His entire being, body and soul, was sometimes shaken to the very
depths, as when He declared His soul to be exceeding sorrowful unto death, and when
He found Himself forsaken of His heavenly Father, not to speak of the attacks of the devil
which beset Him time and again.
So He can indeed be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, He can indeed have
sympathy with our weaknesses; He knows what it means for weak flesh and blood to
battle with dangerous enemies. There is no aspect of human existence except sin of
which Jesus does not say to us, “I have been there.” Because he himself has been tempted,
he is able to help us in our temptations.
Our great high priest has not only suffered with us, he also suffered for us, making atonement for our sins. In the Garden of Gethsemane in reverent submission He drank the
bitter cup of suffering which contained the sin and shame of all humanity. On the cross
of Calvary He showed us the full extent of God’s love. Our great high priest offered himself, the unblemished Lamb of God, as the perfect sacrifice.
After our great high priest, Jesus, the Son of God, finished offering the perfect sacrifice
for the sins of all people on the first Good Friday, he ascended through the heavens into
the heavenly sanctuary. The curtain of the earthly temple was torn in two, allowing all
people access to the Holy of Holies. This signified that Christ’s atonement has made it
possible for all believers to enter God’s presence directly. Forty days after his resurrection, Jesus passed from the sight of His disciples, going through the heavens in triumph
to be seated at the right hand of the Father. Now He is able to save completely those who
come to God through Him, because He always lives to intercede for them.
This fact should therefore serve as an inducement to us to place all our trust in Him
with all cheerfulness. We have a non-sanitized, human, bloody, sacrificial Jesus who has
washed us in the blood of the Lamb in Holy Baptism. It is then we can approach with
confidence to the Throne of Grace. Here we approach His altar, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace for help in time of need. Ordinarily no sinner would dare to come
near to the holy and righteous God; however, through the merit of Jesus, we are enabled
to enter upon this sacred act, approaching the very throne of the great God Himself, with
all cheerfulness and confidence.

6													 www.immanuelgrinnell.org

We come to Him as dear children ask their dear Father. He hears all prayers and answers
them according to His good and gracious will. We can approach God’s throne of grace
with the confident faith that we will receive compassion and comfort, strength and
support for every time of need.
__________________
Cf. Matt. 4, 1-11; Luke 4, 1-13; Matt. 16, 21-23; 27, 45. 46; Ps. 22, 2-21
Hebrews 2:18
Hebrews 4:14
Matthew 27:51
Hebrews 7:25
Hebrews 4:16

When we see Jesus in this way, when we hold firmly to the faith we confess, we cannot
but help others in their time of need. With the love of Christ, we sympathize with them
in their weaknesses, as they experience testing and temptation similar to what we have
experienced. We reach out with compassion to all who need the touch of Christ’s love.
Above all, we help others by leading them to our suffering Savior, Jesus, the Son of God.
He is the source of our eternal salvation, our help in every time of need, who gives us the
confident hope that one day we too will pass through the heavens to join our great high
priest in glory everlasting.
We don’t make ourselves right, and then come to God. We see our sin. We see our need
for a great High Priest. We seek His forgiveness. We don’t sanitize Jesus; He sanitizes us!
He does not just destroy 99.9% of sin, death, and the devil; He cleanses us 100%!
“Love’s example, hope’s attraction,
Faith’s beginning and its end,
Pioneer of our salvation,
Mighty advocate and friend;
Jesus, high in glory raised,
Our ascended Lord be praised! Amen.
+Soli Deo Gloria+
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp

__________________
LSB 529 Since Our Great High Priest, Christ Jesus: stanza 4
7													 www.immanuelgrinnell.org

8													 www.immanuelgrinnell.org

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter article – March 2021
Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century British missionary to China, is reported to
have said, “God’s work, done in God’s way, will not lack God’s supply.” To know God’s way,
we need to know His Holy Word. Or to say it another way: you need to know your Bible.
St. Paul, before he spends two chapters on giving, wrote that every thought is to be taken
captive to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor 10:5). Doctrine matters. And doctrine matters
because the Scriptures matter. And the Scriptures matter because this is where we learn the
teaching of Christ. Our thoughts must be brought into line with the teaching of Scripture so
that our work is what God wants done and so that we do this work in His way.
A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree bears bad fruit. We have been made good trees in
holy baptism. We are fertilized and pruned for bearing good fruit by constantly hearing
God’s Word preached and taught in sermon and Bible Class and in receiving the life-giving,
faith-sustaining food of the Lord’s Supper. Remember your doctrine, hold on to the Lord’s
teaching, and your thoughts will be taken captive to the obedience of Christ.
Bringing every thought captive to the obedience of Christ is recognizing that God does
provide. The Lord’s Prayer teaches us to pray for daily bread. Praying this day in and day out
reminds us that the Lord is the giver of our daily bread, and that we are to gives thanks for
His daily provision of it. God is rarely early and never late in His work, as Abraham learned
on the mount of the Lord it will be provided. The Lord’s generosity forms our generosity in
return.
Thus, we set aside for the work of God a generous, first-fruits, proportion of the daily bread
that God has given to us. This act of trust in the Lord’s provision is the working out of our
faith in Him. When budgetary discussions pop up our natural reaction is to point fingers.
But remember your doctrine, and what your mother taught about pointing fingers. Our first
natural reaction is not always right. In fact, when our thoughts are brought into captivity of
Christ, our first reaction should be repentance. It should raise questions in our own lives.
As good trees in Christ who are to bear good fruit, we should ask whether our thoughts have
been taken captive by obedience to Christ. Have we given generously? Have we given our
first-fruits? You know. And God knows. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout
the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him”
(2 Chron 16:9).
God will provide. He always has and He always will. He gives His meat in due season. He has
not left you as orphans but has grafted you into His own family. You belong to Him. Remember this, letting this thought dwell in you richly. And you will then be rich toward others.
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From the Mouth of the Enemies of Christ
Sermon Series for the Season of Lent
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp

The Eighth Commandment instructs, “You shall not bear false witness
against your neighbor.” The updated translation reads, “give false testimony,” but I prefer bearing false witness. Why? It is more biblical in language.
To bear means to carry. To “give false testimony” implies that once you
speak a falsity about your neighbor, it is no longer your problem. This is not
what the commandment means. There is more than just speaking. To bear
one another burdens in love includes fellow reputations; hence to bear is to
carry your neighbor’s reputation, and they carry your own.
This past election year highlighted problems that have been stewing for
quite a long time. Not only has it been deemed ok on all sides of the aisle
to speak falsely, it is also been widely disseminated that it is ok to hate
and decriminalize those who disagree with you. For many years, there
has been a movement away from a right and a wrong, and heavy use of
anger lodged at those with whom you deem as your enemies. Many don’t
just think or speak of “disagreeing;” instead, we talk of adversaries, foes,
and enemies. What is often forgotten is these are the very terms used to
describe Satan. What is also forgotten is the Eighth Commandment, or it
is twisted. Either we are told not to judge, or the best construction is not
used.
Paul addresses both these problems, “If anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:1-2)
This is a reality of the baptismal identity that is given to you as a gift
through the Font of water joined to God’s Word. This year there are Lenten
Devotions for your use that dive more deeply in the reality of baptism. As
we bear one another’s burdens in love, “We should fear and love God so
that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt
his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and put the best construction on everything.” Again, this contains better biblical imagery as we
read, “As you come to [Jesus], a living stone rejected by men but
in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
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In our Lenten preparation this year, we are going to take Paul’s admonition to Timothy, “Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for godliness; for while bodily training is of some
value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for
the present life and also for the life to come. The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. 10 For to this end we toil and
strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the
Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.”
We are going to practice the Eighth Commandment by looking at the
words spoken by the enemies of Christ. Just who are these enemies? We
will hear from Caiaphas, Pilate, those gathered at Jesus’ trial and at His
cross. We will begin on Ash Wednesday by looking at His enemy that we
don’t like to talk about.
As we walk through Lent, may the Lord keep ever in our hearts, minds,
and lips, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on
the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what
reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?
And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? You therefore must
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:44-48)
Then when we see our imperfection, may we hear God’s Word to, “return
to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the
Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love.” (Joel 2:12-13)
+ Soli Deo Gloria +
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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SPRING 2021

LLL VIRTUAL
EVENT
AGENDA

WHEN & WHERE

MARCH 13, 2021
Join us from your home
using your computer or internet device
Virtual Event begins at 11:00 a.m.
and concludes at 2:00 p.m.

DEVOTION
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Speaker of The Lutheran Hour®

MINISTRY MESSAGE
Kurt Buchholz
LHM President & CEO

SPIRITUALLY VIBRANT HOME
TRAINING AND RESOURCES

Register today!

Rev. Dr. Jason Broge
LHM Director, Design & Development
and

Deaconess Ashley Bayless

Due to circumstances created by COVID-19,
all registered participants will receive a link
to attend the conference via Livestream
from their own homes. Options for attending
from home or in-person at the venue are
available when registering.

Curriculum Development Manager,
LHM Global Ministries

HOST AND MC
Jennifer Prophete
Director, Community Programming,
LHM Global Ministries

Register at LHM.ORG/LLL2021
ADDI TIONAL INF ORMAT ION:
Click to add additional details
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MIDWEEK LENT SERVICES
Wednesday, February 24
Potluck Supper • 5:15pm
St. Matthias, Apostle/Evening Prayer Service • 6:30pm
“Let Another Take His Office”
Wednesday, March 3
Potluck Supper • 5:15pm
Midweek Lent Evening Prayer Service • 6:30pm
“It Is Better That One Man Die Than The Whole Nation Perish!”
Wednesday, March 10
Potluck Supper • 5:15pm
Midweek Lent Evening Prayer Service • 6:30pm
“This One Was With Jesus of Nazareth”
Wednesday, March 17
Potluck Supper • 5:15pm
Midweek Lent Evening Prayer Service • 6:30pm
“What Is Truth?”
Wednesday, March 24
Potluck Supper • 5:15pm
Midweek Lent Evening Prayer Service • 6:30pm
“I Find No Guilt In This Man...Take Him and Kill Him”
Services are livestreamed on our Facebook page & Youtube channel.
All links are on our Church Website
http://www.immanuelgrinnell.org/
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Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday, March 28 • 9:00am
Monday, March 29 • Noon Prayer Service
Tuesday, March 30 • Noon Prayer Service

Wednesday, March 31 • Noon Prayer Service
Holy Thursday w/ Holy Communion, April 1 • 6:30pm
“His Blood Be On Us And Our Children!”

Good Friday w/ Holy Communion, April 2 • 6:30pm
“He Saved Others: He Cannot Save Himself!”

Holy Saturday, April 3 • Noon Prayer Service

Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil w/ Holy Communion, April 3 • 6:30pm
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The Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Dawn
with Holy Communion

Sunday, April 4 • 6:30am
The Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day
with Holy Communion

Sunday, April 4 • 9:00am

Services are livestreamed on our Facebook page & Youtube channel.
All links are on our Church Website
http://www.immanuelgrinnell.org/
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Confirmation Schedule for March
5th Grade (all classes are 4:00pm to 5:00pm)
March 3rd
Lord’s Prayer: 5th Petition & Meaning
March 10th
Lord’s Prayer: 6th & 7th Petitions & Meaning
March 17th
Lord’s Prayer: 7th Petition & Meaning
March 24th
Lord’s Prayer: The Conclusion & Meaning
March 31st
LSB 454 Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle

7th Grade (all classes are 5:00pm to 6:00pm)
March 3rd
					3rd Article & Meaning
March 10th
Lord’s Supper: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
Where is this written?
March 17th
Lord’s Supper: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?
How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?
March 24th
Lord’s Supper: Who receives this sacrament worthily?
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Steve Haase						

LWML President		
Pam Haase
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Joel McDonough
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Darlo Kelting				
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June Routier
LWML Secretary		
Pam Haase
LWML Christian Life
Denise Cadwell
Organist			
Pam Haase
Esther Huedepohl
Pianist
Sophia Louden

Trustees			
Kevin Schultz								
Church Secretary		
Ben Louden
Amber Carnine
Melissa Mintle								
Sunday School Opening
Board of Education		
Pastor Koepp
Sherry Baker~Chairman						
Danielle McDonough			
Altar Guild				
Markie Koepp			
Helen Thorpe		
			
June Routier 			
Board of Stewardship 		
Danielle McDonough
Keith Thorpe					
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Pamela Sittig						
Pam Sittig
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Esther Huedepohl (Backup)
Board of Evangelism & Missions
June Routier~Chairman					
Dianna Kelting
Pam Haase

