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WRJ Southeast District Newsletter
Women of Reform Judaism — Southeast District

Listen Sisters! Our Link to Each Other! Share your News!
President’s Message
Summer is almost over and
we look forward to the Fall
season. For me, the weather
becomes more tolerable and
the fall colors bring about
beauty and serenity. This is
the time of year when we
experience many transitions.
Sisterhoods have planned,
budgeted, elected, and
prepared to serve its
members through a variety of programs and
events. They are transitioning from planning to
implementation. Newly elected officers and those
continuing are sharing their visions to enhance the
meaning of Reform Judaism with their Sisterhood
members through projects and programming.
We will soon be approaching the High Holidays.
At this time, we look into our acts, our deeds and
ourselves. We evaluate and think deeply about our
past year and choices we have made. We can ask
ourselves many questions and reflect on our
answers.

 What did I do in the past year that was
worthy?

 Did I follow through on all my intentions?
 Did I act with intention?
 Will this New Year be different from last?
 What will I bring to the New Year?
The High Holidays encourage us to work together
for forgiveness, compassion, wholeness,
fulfillment, perfection, and peace. The prayers and
songs and all of the work we do helps us heal our

inner souls and rededicate ourselves to be the best we
can be, internally, in our relationships, and in the
world.
In October, we will gather in Parkland, FL for our
Biennial. What is so special about a Biennial? Why
should one attend? Biennials provide the opportunity
to grow leadership skills, develop personal skills,
meet and share meaningful discussions with other
district members, participate in spiritually moving
worship services, learn more about the Women of
Reform Judaism, discover solutions to your individual
Sisterhood needs, gain insight on programs and
fundraising, provide camaraderie, and an opportunity
to meet your district leadership officers.
Madi Hoesten and her planning committee members
have worked vigorously to attend to every detail to
make this experience meaningful and exciting for all.
Come to our Biennial, Palm Trees and Paradise,
where planning, planting and promoting will provide
you and your Sisterhood with tools to grow
individually and collectively.
As I transition to becoming the Immediate Past
President, I would like to thank my entire board for
their time and dedication to the Southeast District.
They are amazing women with Sisterhood and
Judaism at their hearts and souls. Their tireless efforts
have helped make a “stronger together” Southeast
District.
May your New Year be filled with happiness and
health. Wishing you all serenity and peace as you go
forward in our Jewish year of 5775. As we look to the
East, my heart lies with Israel and may peace be a
reality in the New Year. Shanah Tovah to all!
B’Shalom,
Sherry
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Notice to Sisterhood Presidents
At the Biennial in October, we will be voting on
constitutional revisions. As a Sisterhood
president, you are on the Southeast Board and
have voting rights. If you are unable to attend,
please appoint a representative to vote in
your absence.

We are excited to announce that the website for this
year’s Biennial Convention is running and ready to
accept your registration! The address for the Website
is southeastbiennial2014.com. Please share this
information with all of the members of your
sisterhood.
The convention for the Southeast District of Women
of Reform Judaism will be held in Parkland, FL at
the Heron Bay Marriott. The dates are October 2326th, 2014 and our incoming Southeast District Board
will be installed on Saturday evening October 25th.
Kol Tikvah Sisterhood will be hosting Shabbat
Dinner and Friday night services at Kol Tikvah
synagogue.
This is a four-day event and we are expecting over
200 women from sisterhoods in Florida, Georgia,
North and South Carolina, and Alabama! This is a
wonderful opportunity to see firsthand what WRJ
does and to meet terrific women from other
sisterhoods in the Southeast. It also requires lots of
planning and volunteering to make it great! We hope
that you will all attend the event and also help us out
with volunteer hours.
The website contains all the information you need
for programming, costs, menus, and transportation
planning. Volunteer opportunities and ad journal
information is posted on the site. Please contact Madi
Hoesten at info@southeastbiennial2014.com or
954-675-3088 for more information.

Article 7
The Board of Directors shall consist of the
Officers, Past Presidents, Chairs and ViceChairs of standing committees, and the
President of each affiliated Sisterhood in
good standing, or her duly appointed
representative.

Attention: All Atlanta Area
WRJ sisterhood members!
On September 10, 2014, Judaica expert Jonathan
Greenstein will be the guest speaker at Temple Sinai
Sisterhood/ Neshamot’s opening event, Tzotchke or
Treasure: Ask the Judaica Expert!
Mr. Greenstein has been featured on CNN’s Situation
Room, NBC News, The New York Times, The Jewish
Journal, The Wall Street Journal and more.
Attendees are invited to bring their antique (pre
WWII) Jewish ritual items or art to be appraised. The
cost for this not to be missed event for non-Temple
Sinai Sisterhood members is $25. The fee for appraisal
of an item is $10 with a 2 item limit.
Admission includes Hor d’oeuvres and wine, an
illustrated talk by Mr. Greenstein and the appraisals.
Come enjoy an evening of fun and learning with your
Temple Sinai Sisters! For more information and
registration please visit www.templesinaiatlanta.org.
Registration deadline is September 1.

Page 6

Listen Sisters!

Good and Welfare

A New Year Begins

We all missed Betsy Brody at Camp Coleman in May.
She did not attend the interim meeting because of a
scheduled hip replacement surgery. We wish for Betsy
r'fuah shlema. Well wishes for her recovery can be sent
to:
Betsy Brody
8772 SE 136 Place
Summerfield, FL 34491

This prayer for the New Year is about seeing the joy and
grief in life and deciding that kindness and love are the only
answers.

Mazel Tov to Betsy Brody on her son Rabbi Rick
Brody becoming the Director of Jewish Life at the Jack
M. Barrack Hebrew Academy in Bryn Mawr, PA and her
daughter-in-law, Rachel Kobrin (Rick's wife),
on becoming Rabbi at Congregation Adath Jeshrun,
Elkins Park, PA
It is with great sadness that I inform you of the passing
of Jo Stamler-Thompson's father, Dr. Arthur Stamler, this
past May. May his memory be a blessing for all who
knew him and loved him. Condolences can be sent to:
Jo and Roger Thompson
103 Altamont Terrace, Travelers Rest, SC 29690
It is with great sadness that I send you news of the
passing of Howard Gold, beloved husband of Dotty Gold,
this past July. Dottie is a past WRJ Southeast District
President. Dotty and Howard were married for 71 years!
May Howard's memory be a blessing to all who loved
him. Condolences can be sent to:
Mrs. Howard Gold
34 Valerie Drive, Greenville, SC 29615
Ellen Petracco's husband, Jeff, had open heart surgery
in June. We are happy to tell you that Jeff had a
successful surgery and recovery. Well wishes can be sent
to Ellen and Jeff at 1976 Temple Terrace, Clearwater, FL
33764 or epetracco@aol.com
Wendy Adamson's mother, Phyllis Shapack, is currently
dealing with a critical illness. Our heartfelt thoughts,
wishes, and support go out to Wendy, her Mom, and
family.
If you would like to send a note of support:
Wendy (Patrick) Adamson
2209 Palmetto Street. Clearwater, FL 33765
wadam412@aol.com
Well wishes and healing thoughts may be sent to
Donna Spencer, 229 Victor Court, Summerville, SC 29483

A New Year Begins
Every moment a new year begins.
Something lost.
Something gained.
Every day, a new challenge.
Every hour, a new choice.
Every second, a new chance.
G-d of Old,
In this moment, a baby will be born,
And a child will die.
In this moment, lovers will marry,
And others will split.
In this moment, someone will hear
That their medical treatments succeeded,
And others will be told
To prepare to die.
Every moment a new year begins.
Something lost.
Something gained.
Let me love gently in the morning
And ferociously at night.
Let me dance wildly at dawn
And slowly at dusk.
At midnight, let me sing quietly,
And at midday I will croon, full voice.
I will breathe in a soul of compassion
And breathe out a soul of peace.
Creator of All,
Every moment a new year begins.
The flow of fresh light from heaven
Touches our hearts.
Something lost.
Something gained.
Let it be for blessing.
Let it be for healing.
Let it be for shelter.
Let it be for wisdom and strength.
Let us be, in this moment,
Your messengers of kindness on earth.
© 2013 Alden Solovy and tobendlight.com. All rights
reserved.
http://tobendlight.com/2013/12/30/a-new-year-begins/
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Social Action: Vote YES for Medical Marijuana for Florida

a

Amendment 2: Medical Marijuana for Florida
I am writing as past co-chair of the Women of Reform
Judaism Resolutions Committee and past member of the
Union for Reform Judaism Commission on Social Action. I
hope this article will help inform our sisterhood members in
Florida about Amendment 2, the Medical Marijuana bill
that will be on the Florida ballot this coming November.
Polling numbers are strong across the state but opinion polls
can be both misleading and dangerous.
With the press reporting strong support for the amendment,
voters may be tempted into thinking that their vote isn’t
needed. This couldn’t be further from the truth since the
measure needs more than a simple majority to pass.
Because the measure seeks to amend the state constitution,
60 percent of voters must decide in favor of it before it may
be enacted.
Our Florida members are likely to be hearing a lot about the
issue on both sides. What they may not know is that the
Reform movement has a long standing policy on medical
marijuana beginning with a resolution passed at the WRJ
Orlando Assembly a full 15 years ago when, in 1999, WRJ
passed a resolution in support of medical marijuana.

opportunity and responsibility to have Florida join the 37
other states that have enacted medical marijuana
legislation to approve medical use of marijuana.
We encourage you to educate yourselves, your friends
and families about the issue but, most of all, encourage
you to VOTE. All your good thoughts and arguments in
favor of supporting this legislation will mean nothing if
you don’t make your vote count where it counts - the
ballot box.
I welcome your questions and comments and can be
reached at jane.e.marcus@stanford.alumni.edu
We know that Women of Reform Judaism are stronger
together. I hope all of you will share this article with
others - especially colleagues and friends who are not
Jewish - so that the good people of Florida can work
together to pass this important and compassionate
legislation.
Jane Marcus, Ph.D.
Member WRJ Chai Society of Retired Board Members
Jane.e.marcus@alumni.stanford.edu

Soon after that in 2001, the Central Council of American
Rabbis adopted a medical marijuana resolution based on
and crediting the WRJ resolution.

Blogging at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jane-marcusphd/

This was followed by a 2003 Union for Reform Judaism
resolution extending the policy to members of all
congregations in the Union.

http://www.thecannabist.co/2014/07/28/floridamarijuana-poll-young-voters-favor-medical-cannabislegalization-19-1/17025/

The effort to establish a WRJ and URJ policy stance on this
issue was inspired by Susan Gaskill, a beloved Hebrew
teacher and member of Beth Am Women, the sisterhood of
Congregation Beth Am in Los Altos Hills, California.

http://www.miamiherald.com/2014/01/27/3896249/
medical-marijuana-headed-to-florida.html

There is a moving YouTube video of Susan made in 1996
telling of her struggle with AIDS and of the healing power
of marijuana that helped her in battling the disease.
See the video here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzY9ledpNoE
We lost Susan in 1999 but have continued our work in
support of medical marijuana in her memory. Now our
effort turns to you, the voters of Florida, who have the

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/fl-pot-pollquinnipiac-20140728,0,3095258.story
http://www.miamiherald.com/2014/01/27/3896249/
medical-marijuana-headed-to-florida.html
http://blog.norml.org/2014/07/28/poll-majority-offloridians-support-legalized-marijuana-super-majorityendorse-medicalization/ -- Yes!!!
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Listen Sisters!
a

Stories from our Sisterhoods
Temple Beth-El, Ormond Beach FL

Congregation of Reform Judaism, Orlando FL

A new Rabbi, a new WRJ Sisterhood President, a new
beginning. What an exciting time to be the new WRJ
Sisterhood President of Temple Beth-El! We have a new
slogan, Come Grow With Us... and a first ever sisterhood
brochure that was sent to everyone in our congregation.
Hopefully, we will get many new sisterhood members and
have a lot of fun. As my first task, the Sisterhood donated
$1,000 for 10 new vinyl tablecloths for our social hall to be
used every day. They are beautiful! Next, I will be hosting a
Get Acquainted Brunch at my home in early September so
that prospective members can meet me and our board of
directors and get to know us better. Of course great food is
on the menu along with mimosas.

Women of CRJ – Sisterhood at the Congregation of
Reform Judaism in Orlando performed a mitzvah project
called “Sisterhood Gets Crafty for Charity” during which
we gathered on May 6, 2014 and made no-sew blankets for
teenagers at the Foundation for Foster Children.
Participants included Sisterhood members and nonmembers, and all of the women enjoyed the experience.

We are planning a “Meet Your Rabbi” tea and tree planting
in honor of our Come Grow With Us slogan. The president of
the Greater Orlando Jewish Genealogical Society will be
speaking to us in October on “Who Do You Think You Are,
Bubala?” Maybe some of us will find our roots! Other events
being planned are a Bingo Night and Progressive Dinner.
Our roots are strong, our branches can grow high!
Adrienne Grossman, President

Temple Judea, Coral Gables FL
At Temple Judea, in Coral Gables, Florida, the sisterhood,
called The Women of Temple Judea (WTJ), goes into the
New Year with a flurry of activity. They help welcome
new parents to the temple preschool at a “tears and
cheers” coffee featuring their homemade baked goods.
Those who have had little ones in the preschool mingle to
provide reassurance and words of advice. At the templewide “Welcome Back Bash,” WTJ is sponsoring “What’s
the Buzz?”, a honey tasting and informative children’s
presentation with BEE the Beekeeper. In September, for
the seventh year, WTJ will be recruiting tutors to work
with students each week in classrooms at their partner
school in the Little Haiti section of Miami. Then, between
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we sponsor a School
Tools Drive for their partner school, so their school-age
children learn that, “Kids Can Do a Mitzvah Too!” Throw
in a sisterhood membership drive, weekly mahjongg
group, and a monthly book group, and it’s a very full
calendar!
Barbara Osborn, President

Cathy Lieblich (l) and Carol Haile

The Foundation for Foster Children made use of the
blankets right away by giving them to teenagers who were
recently removed from their parents and were going to live
in a group home. Each teen was able to select their own
blanket which made the gift all the more special for them.
Cathy Lieblich, Secretary
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Stories from our Sisterhoods
Congregation Ahavath Chesed (The Temple), Jacksonville FL
Winter and Spring 2014 was an extremely busy time for Temple
Sisterhood. The year kicked off with our 2nd Annual
Hamentaschen Sale. All profits benefited the YES Fund. Over 3
days, 1600 pieces of Hamentaschen were baked. Time to start
planning for it again!
In February Temple Sisterhood and Brotherhood co-hosted a
Jewish Trivia Night and Dinner. Rabbi Matt Cohen was a
wonderful “Alex Trebek”! A good time was had by all.
March was the 20th year of our Women’s Seder in memory of
Rabbi Julie Spitzer. The Women’s Seder is one of our big Social
Action Projects. All money is donated to Hubbard House, the
Duval County shelter for women and children who are victims of
domestic violence and abuse. Since the inception of the Women’s
Seder, Temple Sisterhood has given over $65,000 dollars.
Everyone looks forward to the event.
In April, 18 sisters gathered in Switzerland … Switzerland, Florida,
for our annual Sisterhood Spirituality Retreat. We nourished our
bodies with prayers, relaxation and friendship. When our sisters get
together, it is wonderful to see the love that is shared. We all
laughed so much that tears flowed! We already have the weekend
reserved for April 2015. We’d love to have our other sisters come
and join us!
May brought us the Jacksonville Jewish Food Festival.
Sisterhood’s contribution was (what else) Chicken Soup with
Matzoh Balls. Over 2,000 mini matzoh balls were made. We also
froze quarts of the soup for Caring Congregation, a social action
project of Temple.
Sisterhood Shabbat and Installation was on May 9th. A new
President (me) and Board was installed. In my speech, “The
Journey Begins”, I invited all women to take that first step and join
Sisterhood if they weren’t members. I’m happy to report that so far
five new women have joined. The more the merrier!
Our closing luncheon of the year had Rabbi Joshua Lief, our senior
rabbi, as the guest speaker. His talk was titled “Humor, the Good,
Bad and Ugly”. It was an extremely good program that made us
laugh and also think about how we as Jews try to find some
laughter in all things.
The 2014-15 year has already been planned and once again we will
have a packed calendar of programs, events and lots of social
action projects.
A group of us will be heading down south to Parkland for the
District Biennial in October. We are looking forward to seeing all
our sisters and sharing the weekend with them.
Morleen Berlin, President

Page 9
a

Page 10

Listen Sisters!
a

Stories from our Sisterhoods
Congregation Beth Am, Tampa Fl

Temple Sinai, Atlanta GA

This year we do not have an elected president and have
opted to run our organization as a council. Members of
the Executive Board have rotated running board
meetings and attending the congregation’s monthly
board meetings to represent Sisterhood. It has been great
leadership training.

As co-chairs for our second year we are hitting our
stride. Our Opening Special Event will be on Sept. 10,
Tzotchke or Treasure: Ask the Judaica Expert! We
have invited Mr. Jonathan Greenstein, noted NY Judaica
appraiser to join us for an evening of learning about
Judaica collecting. He will close with offering verbal
appraisals for individual items.

Our Sisterhood has been spending time looking at how
we are perceived in our congregation.
We have spent three meetings working to rebrand
ourselves with a fresh new look. This has resulted in a
new logo incorporating the WRJ leafs and “stronger
together“ tag line.

Please join us if you can. This program is open to all
members of WRJ congregations.
Andi Siegal and Linda Bachmann have already planned
a year's worth of interesting Rosh Chodesh evenings
with Rabbi Elana Perry, our clergy adviser. Some of the
topics are Mystery Women of the Bible, Women in
Hinduism, Women in Christianity, response literature,
and a visit to a new Atlanta mikvah.
Jane Cohen and Susan Barry

Temple Beit HaYam, Stuart FL

We have reviewed and revised the by-laws and are
working to update job descriptions and policy and
procedures. We have a better handle on the finances and
have gotten involved in community service.
All this has taken time and effort but has been so
worthwhile. It has brought the sisterhood board together
and created much enthusiasm to continue the journey of
moving forward.
We plan to use the summer to brainstorm program ideas
and ways to attract women to get a little more involved.
Harriet Katz, Sisterhood President Elect
WRJSE District Florida Area Director

Sisterhood has had a very busy start to the 2014-2015
year. At our first meeting, we donated $5000 to the
Building Maintenance Fund, and look forward to being
cool and comfortable during the high holidays, as our
air conditioner repairs get underway. We have also been
planning activities for the 2014-2015. Here are some of
the highlights. Please save the dates:
Opening Meeting, September 18th
Jewish Family & Children Services, October 30th
Shabbat Live with Sheldon Low, November 14th
Mah Jongg Tournament, December 2nd
Chanukah Bazaar, December 4th -December 26th
Vine & Barley – January 8th
Fashion Show – January 29th
Progressive Dinner – April 11th
Sisterhood Shabbat – May 8th
Our meetings are the first Wednesday of each month at
4:30 in the Lester Family Social Hall. Everyone is
welcome to attend. We are looking forward to a great
year!
L’Shalom, Joni Winnick

WRJ Southeast District Newsletter
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Stories from our Sisterhoods
Temple Judea Sisterhood, Palm Beach Gardens FL

Temple Sinai Sisterhood, Sumter SC

The Sisterhood of Temple Judea in Palm Beach Gardens is
comprised of over 150 members, and as has our Temple
community, we have grown through the years with leaps and
bounds under our incredible leadership. As a newly elected
President, I am building on the successes of all those before me
and excited by the enthusiasm of the new Board and its
commitment to our goals.

We are smal1 in numbers, but are still able to have some
wonderfui programs, thanks to our program chair. Here are
some programs that were enjoyed during the past year.
•

Sounds of Grace with Kipper Ackerman. Kipper p1ays the
harp and attends to some sick patients at the 1ocal hospital.
She brings her beautiful music to help them cope.

Temple Judea’s Sisterhood is multigenerational and we have
been busy this summer planning our upcoming year’s activities,
designed to reach out to meet the needs of every member of our
Sisterhood and greater Temple Judea community. We are
committed to sponsoring It’s a Girl Thing, our schools Special
Needs Teacher, and Camp Scholarships, to mention a few of
our ongoing goals. This year we are expanding our College
Connection to keep our college students connected to their
Temple and their Jewish community.

•

The Art of Chi, with James Windham.

•

Bucks for Books, we donate $1.00 or more for books for the
Crosswel1 Chi1dren’s Home in Sumter.

•

Speaker from The Sumter Cultural Center, Carmela Bryan,
giving us updates on happenings around Sumter.

•

An elaborate Oneg on the eve of Rosh Hashanah sponsored
by the sisterhood.

•

Richard Klein was our guest for a UJC covered dish dinner.

•

A fundraiser of sel1ing flower bulbs.

We are striving to include all our “sisters” through repeating
our successful events, Card Party and Women’s Seder and
changing our Paid up Membership to a Dinner. We are
introducing several smaller group activities, such as a breakfast
meeting to provide the history of WRJ, Food for Thought to
educate about healthy eating before the Holidays at Whole
Foods, an intercoastal cruise marking the return of the
Snowbirds, and that is just a taste of what is ahead. Certainly
there are many challenges ahead in these difficult times, but as
a community with shared goals and purpose, we are fostering a
“sense of identity and belonging.”

We do fair1y wel1, considering our numbers.
Marlene Denemark, President

Karen Lowenstein, President

It has been my pleasure and my privilege to be your newsletter
editor since 2002 and now it's time for me to be traveling on. My
work here is done.
In August, 2005, I led a committee (including committee member
Sherry Schwimmer) to develop material and content for our first
website, and I designed the site, and have maintained it ever since.
At the Biennial in Atlanta in 2004, my team, including myself,
Madelyn Davidson and Nancy Sher, was surprised and thrilled to
receive the President's Award, and we thank Jo again for this
recognition.
Back in Atlanta for the 2012 Biennial, I had the great honor of
receiving the President's Award from Andrea Cannon for my work
on the WRJ-SE website and newsletter. I was so surprised and
appreciative, Andrea! This awesome award means so much to me!
Betsy
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Listen Sisters!

Stories from our Sisterhoods

a

Temple Emanu-el Sisterhood, Birmingham AL

Congregation B’nai Israel, Boca Raton Florida

Springtime in Birmingham. Although it doesn’t have the same
ring as “springtime in Paris”, Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood was
busy last spring wrapping up our year of activities. Our social
action project was to walk as a group in the March for Babies
walk to support the March of Dimes and one of our members,
whose daughter was born at 31 weeks, but is now thriving at 7
years old. With the help of our “sisters”, Team Sophie raised
over $2000.

The summer has been great to recharge and to spend more
leisure time with family and friends. It’s also been a busy
rainy season with lots of thunder, but we hope it will
finish uneventfully. Our calendar is filling up with so
many great plans and projects. It starts off with our annual
drive to collect filled backpacks for a school in Delray
Beach that has very many needy students. We know that
these backpacks and school supplies really help so many
children.

In March, our 4th annual Women’s Seder was again a smashing
success, with over 200 women in attendance. To freshen up the
event, we invited two women from a local church to assist our
rabbi and members in musical accompaniment. This church, the
Living Stones Temple, formerly used our temple as their
spiritual home for several months while they were in search of
their own building. The interfaith evening was topped off when
we were led in a “mash-up” of Dayenu and a civil war era slave
song.
Our year concluded with our annual Planning meeting, during
which we brainstorm and plan our programs for next year. With
30 women in attendance (including several new faces) some
great ideas were generated. We look forward to a fabulous
2014-15!
Lisa Bebenek, VP, Communications

We will then host two Membership Coffees at the home
of a Board Member, one during the day and one in the
evening. Last year these were really well received and we
were able to connect with several new members. One of
our new events will be Bingo-Tini. We know it will be
great fun and hope it is a successful fund raiser. We will,
as always, participate in our local cancer walks. Another
new event will be a theater night, attending a musical at
the Wick Theater. It is a fascinating place and also a
Costume Museum. This is how we will start our new
year, but there is more.
From October 23–26 is our Southeast District Biennial,
hosted by the Kol Tikvah Sisterhood in Parkland, Florida.
We are so excited to have the 2014 Biennial in a
neighboring city. Parkland is so nearby and Kol Tikvah’s
Sisterhood is a dynamic group of women. Wow, this will
be such a wonderful way to start the year! See you soon
in South Florida!
Susan Stein Chiesa, WRJ Liaison

Team Sophie raising money for the March of Dimes

Temple Emanu-El and the Living Stones Temple in
musical accompaniment for our Women’s Seder

WRJ Southeast District Newsletter
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Stories from our Sisterhoods
Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim, Charleston SC

Congregation Dor Tamid, Johns Creek GA

In April, our KKBE sisterhood had our first past
presidents event, held at the home of Randi Serrins. We
gathered for an evening of food, drinks, and history. Past
presidents shared with the current board members
memories of their terms as president and Dr. Gary Zola,
director of the American Jewish Archives, gave an
enlightening presentation on the history of sisterhood.
The evening was filled with delicious delights, warm
hospitality, and informative tales.

We sent three of our Sisterhood Board members,
Michele Mandel, Caren Simon and Lisa Danzig to the
WRJ Retreat at Camp Coleman to explore all that the
WRJ has to offer our Sisterhood. After a spending a
spiritual weekend in the mountains building friendships,
attending innovative services and leadership workshops,
and singing Jewish songs, we have decided that our
CDT Sisterhood is joining the WRJ (Women of Reform
Judaism). Please stay tuned for exciting new changes
and activities that we have planned.

Nine women from our sisterhood attended the Southeast
Camp Coleman Interim Kallah, May 2-4, 2014. It was a
fun, inspiring weekend during which our co-president,
Paige Williams, filled us with pride as she became a Bat
Mitzvah. Our rabbi, Stephanie Alexander, conducted the
services for the weekend in this lovely north Georgia
setting. Thank you to the Southeast District for their
wonderful hospitality.
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander and Robin Shuler led our
Women's Seder in April at which we elected our new
board members and thanked our outgoing board. On May
30, we provided the oneg for our congregation's
leadership Shabbat. Also in May, we held our sisterhood
luncheon and installation where we inducted our new
board and officers.
We've scheduled and are planning events for each of the
coming months, starting with a get-together in September
to welcome and meet our new assistant rabbi's wife,
Hannah Rubin-Schlansky. This is the first time in our
congregation's 265 year history that we've had an assistant
rabbi and we are all excited and pleased with our
selection.
We are also looking forward to the release of our newly
revised KKBE Sisterhood cookbook which should be
released this fall, prior to our annual bazaar in November
and will be available in our sisterhood gift shop, Chosen
Treasures.
Missee Fox and Lynda Schwartz,
Co-Sisterhood Presidents

We are looking forward to being part of WRJ!
Thanks.
Robyn Jacober, President
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Stories from our Sisterhoods
Temple Beth Am, Pinecrest FL
Greetings from sunny, beautiful Miami where the
Sisterhood of Temple Beth Am in Pinecrest is busy
preparing for an eventful, meaningful 2014-2015 year.
Since our last report, we have had several successful
events, including a Girls Night Out featuring Line Dancing
with a professional instructor, and a Concierge Judaism
evening on “Finding Your Element” with our senior rabbi.
Our book club met & discussed “The Chaperone” by Laura
Moriarty in March, and “A Walk Across the Sun” by
Corban Addison where we were joined by a speaker from
our State Attorney’s office who shared information about
the plight of human trafficking.
Our largest event of the year was a Sisterhood Shabbat in
April honoring our synagogue’s beloved librarian, Etta
Gold. The Shabbat service & dinner was attended by over
200 people, and the program, decorations and marketing
were exceptionally special.

understanding and providing resources for those in our
community who are experiencing the challenges of
mental illness.
Other upcoming activities this year include Tikkun Olam
projects where we focus on a working with a group of
young adults who have aged out of the foster care system
and a start-up literacy program in the schools. We will
also be knitting hats for Israeli soldiers, a project we have
been doing for a number of years. And, we will have our
4th annual day at Art Basel, a premier fine arts show in
Miami.
Ongoing projects include two weekly mah jongg games
sponsored by Sisterhood, and we are planning to sponsor
Canasta games.
We are experimenting with a Sisterhood page at
Meetup.com, and we also have a blog at
www.SisterhoodBlogTBAM.com. All in all, Sisterhood
of Temple Beth Am is a very engaged, vibrant and
wonderfully supportive community.

In May, our Sisterhood Board was installed as part of
Temple Beth Am’s annual meeting. This summer, we have
done a lot of planning in preparation for a Leadership
Workshop in September, at which WRJ’s National VP,
Affiliate Services fredi Bleeker Franks, will be joining us.
We are also focusing on our annual Opening Event in
October, with a paid-up members dinner and entertainment.
In August & September, we have jewelry workshops,
where we are making beaded jewelry that will be sold at the
synagogue’s Chanukah Bazaar, to benefit our sisterhood’s
Tikkun Olam projects.
In September, our Sisterhood Book Club, a fun & lively
group that discusses popular fiction, will meet to talk about
“The Husband’s Secret” by Liane Moriarty. In addition, we
are starting a new People of the Book Club group to discuss
literature by Jewish authors, with Jewish content. The first
book is “Jacob’s Folly” by Rebecca Miller.

Special note: In June, we mourned the loss of a woman
we all loved, the vibrant and dynamic Lynn Cromer, after
her 14-year battle with breast cancer. Lynn was the
founding president of our newly formed Sisterhood just 8
years ago. We are planning a legacy project in her honor
that will keep her memory & spirit alive.

In October, we are sponsoring a panel discussion on the
issue of legalizing Medical Marijuana, which is on the
voting ballot this year. We are also planning a Mental
Health Awareness panel series that will advocate for

Pamela Lear, President
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South Florida Area Day
Congregation B’nai Israel Sisterhood in Boca Raton
hosted a South Florida Area Day on Sunday, June 1,
2014. Penny shared her thoughts so beautifully in this
account of the Area Day.
We had a total of 25 ladies in attendance. Madi Hoesten,
First VP of WRJ Southeast District, and our very own,
Andrea Cannon, Immediate Past President of SE District,
did a fantastic job with their presentations today. Very
informative and interactive meetings and discussions. We
learned about the new WRJ website coming out soon, we
discussed marketing and branding. We received
marketing tips on how to “market” sisterhood to the rest
of the congregation and community at large.
We also had a jewelry sale for the YES Fund (Youth,
Education & Special Projects) and raised a quick $145.00,
it's just that easy. Thank You to Debby Glick for helping
with the sale. We had at least 15 “Publix” bags of donated
canned goods to deliver to the food bank. Thank You to
Letty for offering to make the delivery to the food bank.
Our last mitzvah project of the day was decorating picture
frames to take to a senior home, which Andrea will
deliver later this week. Thanks, Andrea! All of these
successes came from 25 women. Imagine what we could
do if more women would have been able to participate!
Hearing other sisterhood ideas, programs, their trials and
tribulations was thought provoking. One of the questions
asked today was “What experiences can a person have
that are UNIQUE to Sisterhood?” My answer was, days
like today. Area Days, Biennials, centennials, and all the
other wonderful camps and work shops that WRJ offers.
It is such a wonderful experience, but you have to BE
THERE. I can't explain it in words. You have to
experience it for yourself!! Being in a room with other
women who share your values and aspirations for a better
world and are willing to advocate for it, is a special
feeling!! To me, that's the UNIQUENESS of sisterhood.
I certainly hope as many of us as possible are planning on
attending the WRJ SE District Biennial coming up
October 23-26, in Parkland. If you've never been to one I
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can not express enough how much you will get out of it.
And, for those who have attended, please try to explain to
our fellow members how beneficial and wonderful these
type of events are and please come and experience it all
over again!
I just want to personally THANK Madi and Andrea for a
wonderful day! Your enthusiasm for WRJ and knowledge
of WRJ is inspiring.
With Gratitude,
Penny Laufer, President,
Congregation B'Nai Israel Sisterhood, Boca Raton FL
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Interim at Camp Coleman
Southeast District Interim was held at Camp Coleman
May 2-4, 2014. It was a fun and inspiring weekend. The
rabbi from KKBE, Stephanie Alexander, conducted the
services in this lovely north Georgia setting. Enjoy this
sampling of photos.

May WRJ Board Meeting

Rabbi Alexander at SE Interim

WRJ Southeast District
Editor: Betsy Garfield
email me: WRJNewsletter@yahoo.com

WRJ Southeast Upcoming Events
2014
October 23–26, 2014
Palm Trees and Paradise
WRJ Southeast 35th District Biennial
Parkland, FL
November 4-8, 2015
WRJ 50th North American Assembly
Orlando, FL

Visit us on the web at http://www.wrjsoutheast.org/
Like us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/WRJSoutheast

You can read the WRJ-SE Newsletter online at http://wrjsoutheast.org/newsletter.html
Share the WRJ Southeast District Newsletter! Email the Newsletter to others in your sisterhood!

