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Find out how to join and see more stories, photos,
past newsletters, and much more on our website:
www.http://antiochgardenclub.org/

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

July & August Birthdays:

Gardeners, summer is here! In our yard, the roses

7/2 —Marilyn Miles

are blooming, daisies are pushing themselves up as
tall as they can stand. Daylilies are blowing their
horns, hostas are enormous, our sweet autumn
clematis is already at the roof line. If it is supposed
to be blooming and we have it in our yard, it is
blooming. Summer is here. Time to get out and water, weed and move. Yes, I said move, I’m always
moving things from one spot to another in my yard.
Our yard, or rather flowerbeds, are a work in progress. When I find a new plant I especially like, I buy
it, or someone gives it to me. Without a doubt, I end
up moving it after the first year - not enough sun,
too much sun or I just don’t like where it was planted. Perfection will be achieved in my yard about the
time I have achieved personal perfection because,
just like my flowerbeds, I am a work in progress.
And our club also is a work in progress. We gain
members, lose members, one of us flourishes where
we are planted, another of us needs a transplant.
- Continued on p. 2

CALENDAR
July 15— Picnic, home of Linda Fox, 1 p.m. (see yearbook and email from Barb for address; see note above.)
July 16—Budget meeting, 7 p.m., Café Book, downtown Antioch
Aug. 20 — Board meeting, 6:30 p.m., Location TBD
Sept. 10— General Meeting, 7 p.m., Methodist Church,
doors open 6:30 p.m.

7/11 —Annette Lubkeman

7/27—Kendall Victorine
8/27—Jayna Legg

July Event
Club Picnic — 1 p.m. July 15. Linda Fox
has generously volunteered her home on
Lake Catherine. Please bring a dish to
share. Text 847-254-9091, or email
lindafox46@gmail.com with what you
will bring, and also let her know if you
are bringing a guest.
Sept. Hospitality & Raffle
Linda Fox, hostess; Cynthia Stepanek,
Peter Ivanov, Norma Lucansky
Special Notes:


Committee chairs, please submit
your yearbook info to Chong a.s.a.p.



Cynthia Stepanek needs help with
our club community garden plot. If
interested, you may email her at
Cynthia_sea@yahoo.com.

Antioch Garden Club is a member of Garden Club of Illinois, Inc.;
Central Region Garden Club, District IX and National Garden Clubs,
Inc.
Officers: President—Barb Gollwitzer, Vice President—Linda Fox,
Secretary—Nancy Zitkus, Treasurer—Laura Paukner
The Garden Dirt is published electronically nine times a year.
The Garden Dirt is emailed to members and posted online at: antiochgardenclub.org.

GUIDE TO GARDENING CATALOGS
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ere’s a helpful way to prioritize the deluge of gardening catalogs that fill our mail-

boxes beginning every January. Go to davesgarden.com/
products/gwd for a free directory of more than 7,800 mailorder gardening companies.
It’s called “The Garden
Watchdog,” where you can
review other gardeners’ mailorder experiences with each
company. If you’re looking for
particular plants or seeds this
guide can also help you find
reputable sources under the
“Plant Scout” feature.
Don’t be tempted again by those embellished photos. You’ll save time and money not
wasted on pouring through all that incoming mail, not to mention the disappointment of
plant failure later. Just send the duds to the recycle bin!
- Cindy Cartner

President’s Message, cont. from p. 1
Are you flourishing in our club? If you are, let us know what you like about your position. If not, what can we do as a club to help you grow as a gardener? Sometimes just a
shift in responsibility can make for a happier member and a fresh set of eyes.
So, let’s keep moving, moving ourselves, moving our plants and moving around in our
club to meet new people, try new responsibilities and move our club forward!
Don’t wait for someone to bring you flowers, grow your own!
-Barb

Congratulations!
Congratulations again are in order for member Chong Li,
for her excellent work on the club’s website and yearbook!
The Antioch Garden Club received a second place for the
“Best Club Yearbook” and first place for best website from
the Garden Clubs of Illinois. Pictured on the right: President Barb Gollwitzer presents the certificates to Chong Li.
2

Antioch Garden Club General Meeting Minutes June 4, 2018
WELCOME: Barb Gollwitzer, President
CALL TO ORDER: 7:05 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND GARDEN CLUB PLEDGE lead by President Barb Gollwitzer
Barb Gollwitzer, introduced our visitors:
 Dan Dugenske, Dave Moore and Don Kolie from the Antioch Lion’s Club, sponsors for the Monarch
Butterfly Project.
 Heartland Bank, Barb Staubbs and Lisa Robers, sponsors for the Garden
Club Annual Plant Sale
 Kyla Knauf and her Mother, Elizabeth Knauf. Kyla is the winner of the
Nancy Zitkus Horticulture Scholarship.
 Antony White, Marylyn Miles, Holly Markwart Swehla and Pete Ivanov,
who joined the club.
Meeting was paused for potluck.
Meeting was resumed with the officers’ reports.
TREASURER’S REPORT: The Treasurer’s Report was published in the Garden Dirt. There being no
corrections, the report will be filed for Audit. Beginning Balance as of May 14, 2018-$7,469.66, Receipts
-$2,304.00, Disbursements-$1,310.20, leaving a Balance on Hand as of May 14, 2018-$8,463.46.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: The secretary’s report was published in the Garden Dirt. Hearing no corrections, the report will be filed.
AUDITING: Dee Obrochta, Kim Brandes and Treasurer, Norma Lucansky will be doing the Audit.
BY LAWS: No report.
CORRESPONDENCE: A letter from the Lawn Doctor giving his charges for Mosquito Control. A letter
and raffle tickets from the Antioch Firefighters’ Association. Their annual Pancake Breakfast Fund
Raiser, Sunday, June 24, 7 a.m. – Noon.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
CONSERVATION: Karen Coulter reported that nine members came for the spring planting. Mulch
was spread in the flower beds by the Village. Thursday her committee will be working in the Mini
Park, they could use some help. The committee is looking for a new Horticulture Chairman. The watering schedule has some places to be filled.
HISTORIAN: No report.
HOSPITALITY: The Hospitality (Hostess) list has some places to
be filled for the upcoming 2018-2019 Club year. Hostess for this
evening were: Carol Sachewsky, Hostess, Jackie Horneck and Dee
Obrochta providing desserts with the members bringing a dish to
pass.
MEMBERSHIP: Lana Svitak announced 23 members and nine
guests.
INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS: Jayna Legg, Installing
Officer thanked the outgoing officers-Cheryl Hoke, Vice President,
and Norma Lucansky, Treasurer, for their service. She then installed, Linda Fox, Vice President and Laura Paukner, Treasurer.
-Continued on Page 5
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Linda Fox & Laura Paukner

Treasurer’s Report

Respectively Submitted: Norma Lucansky, Treasurer

Visit to Allendale
Cheryl Hoke and Linda Nutter visited Allendale School in Lake Villa to explore the possibility of the Antioch Garden Club developing a relationship with the school’s horticulture program. They met with Nanci Lundsford, program chair and floral design instructor at Allendale. They toured the school’s impressive greenhouse and other areas. Garden club members
could potentially help with educational and horticultural projects, some in the greenhouse. In
addition, Nanci will present a program at an upcoming garden club membership meeting. More
information will be presented to members at the September meeting.

Welcome new members!
We’re happy to welcome several new members! You may already know Peter Ivanov, who has
attended a few meetings and has been very helpful with setting up and cleaning up. He is interested in perennials, vegetables, herbs, flower shows and special projects.
Marylyn Miles joined “to meet other gardeners.” She wants to learn as much as she can because
she loves gardening and hopes to become a Master Gardener in the future. She has a special interest in natives. Holly Markwart Swehla also joined last meeting and even brought along some
tiny monarch caterpillars on milkweed to show us. Finally, Antony White, another familiar face
at our plant sales, also joined after last meeting. WELCOME to all. We are happy to meet you!
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-Minutes continued from page 3
SCHOLARSHIP: Scholarship Chairman, Judy Misischowski, introduced our scholarship winner, Kyla Knauf
and her mother, Elizabeth (pictured on the right). Kyla
will be attending the University of San Diego specializing in Environmental Landscaping and Biology.
PUBLICITY: Cynthia Stepanek reported we will have a
booth at the Aug. 4 Antioch Woman’s Club Community
Garage Sale. We will be giving out information on our
Club.
NEWSLETTER: Jayna would like the articles by 6/15.
WEBSITE: Chong has updated the site with members gardens and the plant sale.
YEARBOOK: Chong needs information from committees, etc. for the new yearbook by July 10.
SPECIAL PROJECTS: Joanne Dugenske and Joyce Kufalk has worked up the space for the Butterfly
garden at the Township Building. They could use some help in planting. They have dug up and
planted seeds along the fence at the Antioch Community Garden space. One of our guests, Holly,
brought a milkweed plant with a small caterpillar on the leaves.
TRAVEL: Cheryl reminded the six members who will be going to the Ragdale Estates, Lake Forest
on June 19th.
WAYS AND MEANS: Cindy Cartner, Chairman of the Annual Plant Sale, thanked everyone for
their work at the sale. It was one of our best sales ever. $2500 in sales, including $200 from the
Bake Sale. There were no plants left over. Thanks to Cindy for a job well done!
OLD BUSINESS: President Barb is still working on getting the club the 501C3 number. Possibly by
the end of June we will have one. Nancy Zitkus and Joanne Dugenske thanked the club for the Lifetime Membership in the National Garden Club.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
nd
st
 Chong Li has received a 2 place for our Yearbook and 1 place for our Website. Congratulations Chong, you have made our club very proud.
 One of our members, Mary Spliedt-Dietze’s daughter has passed away. She is very thankful for
all the sympathy cards she has received from the members.
 Kim Brandes, has received a stem cell implant.
 Kendall Victorine announced she has a new granddaughter.
RAFFLE: Carolyn Yoakem conducted the raffle. No more business; meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
IMPORTANT DATES: Summer Board Meeting – June 18; Budget Meeting – July 16.

Respectfully submitted, Nancy Zitkus, Secretary

GCI President, District IX Director to attend Sept. AGC meeting

Garden Clubs of Illinois President Anita Bierbaum and District IX Director Deborah Cowles-Zonca
will be our special guests at the September general membership meeting. We will give them a tour
of our village gardens. They will update us on state and district activities and they plan to stay for
our potluck.
Just a reminder, the September meeting is a potluck. Every member brings a dish to share. Our
hostesses will provide dessert. To celebrate the new club year, why not bring a guest to our
meeting who might be interested in joining? Hope to see you there!
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