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CHRIST MORAVIAN CHURCH
In Essentials, Unity; In Non-Essentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love
Contact Us

Pastor’s Note for Lent and Easter

Christ Moravian Church
600 Acadia Drive, SE
Calgary, Alberta T2J 0B8
(403) 271-2700

Lent is a special time of faith. It is a time we
probe a bit deeper into our hearts through
prayer, through devotion, and even through
those Lenten actions of sacrifice or setting
aside. An emphasis I seek to practice this
year is to see that Jesus is acting in my life
each day with His active presence.
I
sometimes catch myself saying or thinking
that Jesus “was”, and I then remember that
Jesus “is”. This year our worship activity will invite us to look at the
Sunday Scripture readings to know that Jesus “IS”.

Email: moravian@nucleus.com
www.christmoravian.com
Pastor: Stephen Gohdes
Church Secretary: Andrea
Music: Linda Jablonski
Newsletter: Donna Gordon

Executive Board
Chair: Alan Bartlett
Vice Chair: David Bennett
Secretary: Catherine Clake
Bookkeeper: Sharon Bennett
Treasurer: Rogery Lohrey
Spiritual Programs: Arlene
Kawchuk, Gloria Taylor, David
Bennett, Alan Bartlett
Congregational Nurture: Gloria
Taylor, Catherine Clake
Mission & Outreach: Donna
Gordon, Bob Tedrick
Church Operations: Brian
Pemberton, Arn Wylie, Roger
Lohrey
Finance: Roger Lohrey, Alan
Bartlett
All Committees: Rev. Gohdes

We will have an emphasis on renewal and the restoration of our
weary faith lives during this season of Lent, and as the events of
Holy Week and Easter arrive this prayer below invites us to see the
gift of love found in Christ’s presence beyond the upper room,
beyond the cross, and beyond the tomb. We journey with Jesus in
a closeness and intimacy that can
only happen along the path of our
THRESHHOLD
own personal life.
by Jan Richardson
May all be richly blessed at this
God of the threshold,
Lent and Easter Season.
This we pray:
Pastor Steve Gohdes
That what comes in
Enters by consent,
By invitation;
That what passes
through
Crosses over with grace,
With mercy;

Church Elders
Bernard Amiot, Mary Ann Gates,
Pastor Stephen Gohdes, Holly
Heffernan, Doug Hill, Marilyn
Jones, Duncan McKerchar, Brian
Pemberton, Gloria Toole, Pat
Wollf, Doug Zeck

That what dwells within
Resides in delight,
And in integrity;

Jesus IS

That what goes forth
Emerges for peace,
And for blessing.

Page 2

March/April 2017

NEWS AND UPDATES
Upcoming Events
Sundays:

SAVE
the
DATE

Bible Study: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am
Communion: 1st Sunday

March 2017
1 Ash Wednesday Service, 7pm
1 Women’s Fellowship, 1:15pm
3 World Day of Prayer at
St. Cecelia’s Church, 1:30pm

July 2 - 7: Grades 1/2/3
July 9 - 15: Grades 4/5/6
July 16 - 22: Junior High
July 23 - 29: Senior High

4 Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am
9 Canasta, 1pm
9 Youth Group, 7pm
12 Holy Communion, 10:30
15 Spiritual Companions, 1:30pm
15 Soup & Bible Study, 6pm
16 Youth Group, 7pm
17 Mustard Seed, 1pm
20 Executive Board, 7pm
23 Witty Knitters, 10:30am

Tea & Conversation
Ladies please join us on the 4th
Friday of each month at 1:15 pm
at the church for tea and
conversation. Bring a small
goodie to share and your shining
faces. We have a nice hour and a
half of lively discussion. This is a pleasant way to spend
some time together in Christian fellowship.

23 Canasta, 1pm
24 Women’s Tea, 1:15pm
28 Witty Knitters
29 Soup & Bible Study, 6pm
31 Post High Youth, Pizza and
Bible Study, 6pm

Soup & Study
Wednesdays, 6pm
March 15 & 19
April 12
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NEWS AND UPDATES
Upcoming Events
Sundays:
Bible Study: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am
Communion: 1st Sunday

April 2017

The Last Supper and
The Betrayal of Jesus
Maundy Thursday Service
April 13, 2017 – 7pm

1 Holy Communion 10:30
5 Women’s Fellowship,
1:15pm
9 Palm Sunday Service,
10:30am
13 Canasta, 1pm
13 Maundy Thursday
Dramatic Play/Service at
Good Shepherd, 7pm
13 Both Youth Groups to
attend Good Shepherd
Service, carpool at 6pm
14 Good Friday Service,
10:30 am
15 Men’s Breakfast & Easter
Setup, 8:30am
16 Easter Sunday:
8:30am Sunrise Service
9:00 Breakfast
10:30 Easter Service
24 Executive Board, 7pm
26 Witty Knitters, 10:30am
26 Elders Meeting, 7pm

This year the two Moravian Churches in Calgary will be hosting an
exciting exchange of services during Holy Week. On Maundy
Thursday, Good Shepherd will present a dramatization of the
main events in Jesus’ life prior to Good Friday. Christ Church will
host the Good Friday service at 10:30am. Most of the roles,
Christ and his 12 disciples, have been filled by men from both
churches.

27 Canasta, 1pm
27 Youth Group, 7pm
28 Women’s Tea, 1:15pm

It will be a moving two day experience leading up to Easter
Sunday. We encourage both congregations to attend the two
services. Please mark your calendars and spread the word!
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WORSHIP THEMES AND SCRIPTURE
March 5
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11
March 12
Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm 121
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3:1-17
March 19
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42
March 26
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41
April 2
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45
April 9
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:14-27:66
or Matthew 27:11-54
April 16
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Colossians 3:1-4
John 20:1-18
April 23
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31

April 30
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35

Click on the link in the left column to read the scripture.

LENT & EASTER
March 1

Ash Wednesday Fireside Service, 7:00pm, led by
the Fellowship of Elders. Join in this time of ashes,
prayer, song and silence as Lent begins.

March 5

The First Sunday in Lent, Jesus “is” questioning in
the desert. Guest Speaker: The Rev. Mike Jones
Special Music: Kathy Pepers, songs by Cathy & Dwight

March 12

The Second Sunday in Lent, Jesus “is” loving into
eternity, Holy Communion Celebrated
Scripture Text: John 3:1ff
Special Music: The Pratt Family

March 19

The Third Sunday in Lent, Jesus “is” accepting in
Samaria. Scripture Text: John 4:5ff

March 26

The Fourth Sunday in Lent, Jesus “is” healing the
blind. Scripture Text: John 9:1ff,
Birthday Sunday

April 2

The Fifth Sunday in Lent, Jesus “is” crying in grief
Scripture Text: John 11:1ff

April 9

Palm Sunday, Jesus “is” arriving with purpose
Scripture Text: Matt. 21:1ff
Special Music: Senior Choir

April 13

Maundy Thursday at Good Shepherd Church, 7pm
Jesus “is” serving the cup and bread

April 14

Good Friday Holy Communion, 10:30am, Jesus “is”
suffering on the cross.

April 16

Easter Morning Sunrise Service, 8:30am, Jesus “is” living
beyond the tomb. Easter Day Worship Celebration,
10:30am, Jesus “is” living with you and me.

April 23

Second Sunday of Easter Joy, Doubts of Thomas
Scripture Text: John 20:19ff

April 30

Third Sunday of Easter Joy, Jesus on the Road to
Emmaus, Scripture Text: Luke 24:13-35, Birthday
Celebrations
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MORAVIAN MOMENT

He is risen.
He is risen indeed!

Join us for the Sunrise Service on Easter
Sunday at 8:30 am, followed by a
delicious breakfast at 9 am and Easter
Worship Service at 10:30 am.

Sunrise Service: Many Moravian churches have a custom of holding an Easter sunrise service, or
Resurrection Service in a cemetery called God’s Acre. The opening words of the Resurrection Service,
"The Lord is risen! The Lord is risen indeed!" date back to the first Moravian-style service in Herrnhut,
Germany in 1732. At sunrise on Easter morning a trombone choir would lead the entire congregation to
God’s Acre. This is a scripted event that has been carried out in the same manner since 1732 in Germany
and since 1744 in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, the oldest Easter sunrise service in the U.S. The service
begins in the church and ends in the graveyard just as the sun is rising. The idea of a sunrise Easter
service was so inspiring that it was adopted by other denominations.
Christ Church has a long standing tradition of Easter “Sunrise” Services. For many years, this service was
held in conjunction with McDougall United Church at the lake in Lake Bonavista. A few years ago, the
service moved to its current venue at the Christ Church Memorial Garden.

God’s Acre:

God’s Acre is the traditional name given to the graveyards of congregations of the

Moravian Church. The name “God’s Acre” is a translation of the German term “Gottesacker”, from Gott
(god) + Acker (field). The suggestion is that the deceased are sown in the field in hope of resurrection.
The first Moravian God's Acre was begun in 1730 on the western slope of the Hutberg (Hill of Watching)
at Herrnhut Saxony in Germany, the Moravian mother congregation. As the Moravian Church spread
around the world, they laid out their graveyards on hilltops, calling them Hutberg and naming the
graveyard God's Acre.
Moravians believe strongly in equality, even in death. Traditionally every stone in God's Acre is a
recumbent stone with the same proportions and made of the same material so that no one person
stands out among the stones. The Communion of Saints is continued even in the graveyard as it reflects
the spiritual union of the congregation, those on earth and in heaven. The custom was to bury the
deceased by choir groups reflective of the way members of the congregation sat as a worshipping
community. Congregations were divided into living groups separated by gender, age and marital status
in order to meet the needs of its members. The separated groups were single men, single women,
young boys, young girls, widows, widowers, and infants. In the early years of the settlement, married
couples lived apart but were allowed to meet once a week for private visits. The deceased were buried
within the area dedicated to their choir.
A church service preceded the burial which ended with the reading of a memoir or “Lebenslauf” of the
departed. The memoir is either autobiographical or written by a loved one. The practice was instituted so
that the deceased might have a voice at their own funeral. Surrounding the grave the congregation’s
singing and trombone choir playing intertwined in beloved Moravian chorals. A love feast was the usual
conclusion to the funeral service.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God's_Acre

http://lehighvalleyhistory.com/gods-acre-in-bethlehem,-pa\
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MISSION & MINISTRY

UNITAS FRATRUM

MORAVIAN UNITY OF THE WORLD WIDE MORAVIAN CHURCH

Refugees:

Statement of the Worldwide Moravian Unity, Synod 2016

Take a stand for refugees – a word of encouragement:
The Unity Synod in Montego Bay / Jamaica, 12-20 August 2016, is concerned with the present
situation of a growing stream of refugees worldwide, having to leave their homes because of war,
violence, oppression and harsh poverty. In many countries where the Moravian Church is present,
we are affected by this global situation and we experience a growing hostility against refugees
and foreigners. We see racial prejudice becoming prevalent again.
The Bible calls us to stand up for justice, to be hospitable and to protect the foreigner. Therefore
we refuse to go along with those who stir up fear and mislead people to hatred. We refuse to
believe that refugees are a threat to our way of life, our cultures and our values.
Because we believe in the God of love and justice who sides with the homeless and deprived
through Jesus Christ, we encourage our congregations and members in the worldwide Unity to
side with the refugees, to lend them their voice, to speak out against hatred and discrimination.
We believe that there is a blessing of God in the encounter with the stranger who seeks our
protection, our hospitality and friendship. In embracing him we grow in love and in wisdom. In
the encounter with people of other faiths we learn to let behind our prejudices and to discover
the value of humanity across cultures and religions.
We bear in our collective memory that our forefathers and mothers were welcomed as refugees
in Herrnhut – this is paramount to our church. This history challenges us to take a stand and to
support refugees wherever we have the chance to do so.
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MISSION & MINISTRY

Loving Our Neighbours, 2017
by Gloria Toole

Our church sign read, “Moravian Christians partner with
Muslims in faith.” Pastor Steve had suggested the wording.
Jānis and I stood beside two of our atheist friends among
about 100 others. All of us faced biting winds and
temperatures nearing -20C. We were at an interfaith rally
against racism outside City Hall on February 3.
Our Board of Elders was behind our attendance. They too
wanted to honour the six Canadian Muslims who had been
murdered in the Islamic Cultural Centre of Quebec City.
They too were remembering the 19 others who had been injured. They, too, were standing against
the hatred of those who are different, those who don’t necessarily worship God in the same way as
we do. And our atheist friends? Their sign read, “Canadians for diversity.”
Those dead were a part of the Canadian mosaic: one owned a grocery store; another was a
professor at the Université de Laval; three were civil servants; another a pharmacy worker. Like us,
they were descendants of refugees or refugees themselves or maybe the lucky ones who had
immigrated to Canada when their former homes were at peace.
Well organized. Peaceful. Representatives of faiths, religions, labour organizations, governmental
bodies, races and ethnicities, and citizens at large. The speakers rushed through their speeches, but
the message came through: all of us need to stand for each other against terrorism, violence and
hatred - against Islamophobia.
As the crowd drifted away like the sifting snow around us, one of our friends grimly commented,
“We’ll be seeing each other. Unfortunately there will be more of these.”
I hope not. But the hate is out there. Jesus’ words came to mind, “Love one another as I have loved
you.” We have to live that – even in a Canadian winter.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY

Youth Meeting the Challenges of Teaching Sunday School
This year our Sunday School Program
has benefited from a boost of energy
and enthusiasm through the regular
participation of youth and young adult
teachers. Ten of our high school and
post high youth as well as three of our
adult leaders spent the first evening of
the Family Day Weekend considering
how to meet the challenges of
teaching Sunday School at Christ
Moravian Church. It was done with
great humour, openness and honesty.
All of us agreed that our children can be “rambunctious” and that the age spread of our classes
(6-15 years) is a difficulty. Possible solutions were brainstormed. Flogging was laughingly rejected it didn’t seem loving or fun. Pre-planning, anticipating distractions, using multi-aged games,
providing an alternate activity for younger children and assigning the junior leader to lead them
were suggested. It’s a good idea to “match the activity with the energy level,” one of our youth
wisely suggested.
The group began to identify some personal attitudes that help. The list was extensive: praying for
guidance, being organized, staying calm, going with the flow, winging it, being able to take
charge…
Although Jessica Pratt’s chilli supper and chocolate chip cookies carried us for a couple hours, eyes
began to droop or glaze over. The burning questions had been addressed, but we know there is
more to practise, to learn and to share.
Everyone went home feeling it had been
worthwhile and some of us are already beginning
to consider when and what’s next. Thanks for the
enthusiastic and creative response from all who
came and to the cook, the parent drivers and the
adult leaders, Catherine Clake, Gloria Toole and
Jeff Pratt who anchored the group. Our Sunday
School leadership continues to be a lively joint
venture.
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Moravian Ministry in Motion

Our Moravian Ministry in Motion team braved the below zero temperatures to walk 5 km and
raise $1856.25 in support of Youth Unlimited,

a Christ centred community organization

dedicated to serving the needs of Calgary’s at-risk young people. Based on a belief in the life
changing power of God’s love, Youth Unlimited provides programs and mentoring
relationships intended to guide young people towards achieving renewed character, healthy
relationships, clear purpose, joyful service and a rooted identity.

Upcoming Youth Events
March 9: Skating, weather permitting. Look for an email from Jessica with details.
March 23: Jr. & Sr. High School Youth, meet at the church for Bible Study, 7pm
March 31: Post High Group will gather at the church for pizza and Bible Study, 6pm
April 13: Jr. & Sr. High School and Post High Groups will attend the play, “The Last Supper and
The Betrayal of Jesus” at Good Shepherd Church on Maundy Thursday. Plan to car pool from the
church at around 6pm.
April 27: Jr. & Sr. High School Youth, meet at the church for Bible Study, 7pm

