Spring, 2013

Spring Road Clean Up
by Anne Kostreba

CLA Receives Fifth DNR grant to treat
CLP in Cullen Lakes
by Carol Lindahl

Finally, the snow has melted. Trees, grass and flowers are
beginning to sprout. Unfortunately, so is the garbage
along Highway 371, thrown out by careless drivers over
the winter.
Spring is Nature’s way of saying “let’s party,” so that’s
what we’re going to do. Our spring road clean up will be
held on Saturday, May 25 (Memorial Day weekend).
We’ll meet, as usual, at 8:30 a.m. at the Wilderness Ridge
Rd. “exit” just off Highway 371. Coffee and donuts will
be served.

The Cullen Lakes Association (CLA) received notice in
March that the Association was awarded a grant from the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to
help fund control of invasive curly leaf pondweed (CLP)
on our lakes.
The DNR grant will cover treatment
expenses on the three Cullen Lakes up to $10,400.
This is the fifth consecutive year that CLA has received
grant funding from the DNR.
Under this year’s program, the CLA submitted grant
funding applications and Invasive Aquatic Plant
Management Permit applications to the DNR to treat CLP
on each of our lakes. The grant we received is based on
the number of acres we intend to treat this spring.
Our permit applications were based on our history of
treatment on the lakes and on last summer’s surveys and
mapping of CLP growth on our lakes. These surveys were
done by CLA member-volunteers and were shared with the
DNR at the end of last summer.

Come out to meet your neighbors, enjoy good
conversation, and do your part to help kick off a “clean”
spring/summer along our roadways.

Cullen Lakes’ 2013 Ice-Out Dates
Upper Cullen -- Saturday, May 11
Middle Cullen -- Sunday, May 12
Lower Cullen -- Monday, May 13

In addition to monitoring activities, the CLA collects water
quality data each month, prepares a water quality plan for
each lake and works with the DNR to prepare Lake
Vegetation Management plans. Members of the CLA
Board also work to assess the results of each year’s
treatment and consult with the DNR to help achieve
improvement from year to year.

Save the Date!
2013 CLA Annual Meeting
Saturday morning, August 10
8:30 registration, exhibits, coffee, juice and rolls
9:00 business meeting

Wanted: Applications for the 2013 CLA
Most Improved Shoreline Award
If you have been working to make your shoreline more
lake friendly (and less labor intensive), please consider
nominating yourself for this year’s Most Improved
Shoreline Award. Simply send before and after photos of
your shoreline along with a description of your project to
either John MacGibbon, CLA Education Committee Chair,
or Ann Beaver, CLA Environmental Committee Chair.
Past years’ winners are:
Charlie & Marie Boudrye, Middle Cullen
Stan & Laura Ringold, Lower Cullen
Jack & Bobbie Kettlewell, Lower Cullen
Joe & Barbara Hogan, Lower Cullen
John & Connie Szafranski, Middle Cullen

Be Loon Aware!
With the late arrival of spring and ice out this year, loons
will be delayed in their nesting and chick development,
which makes them especially vulnerable to boats around
the Memorial Day and 4th of July holiday weekends when
the lakes tend to be extra busy. Be observant of loons
while you are having fun on the lake.
Watercraft can cause a loon chick’s death in several ways.
Young chicks are not waterproof. They need to be able
to climb on their parents’ backs to stay warm and dry.
When watercraft come too close, parents may leave their
chicks to defend their territory. Young chicks can’t dive
like their parents. They are very buoyant and can’t dive
very quickly or very deep. This makes them particularly
vulnerable to being run over by watercraft, particularly
from June to September. Chicks tire easily. The presence
of watercraft causes chicks to keep swimming instead of
feeding and resting. This can weaken them, affecting their
ability to survive. Chicks frequent open water. It is the
habit of loon parents to move the chicks away from the
nesting environment and out into deeper water along more
open shorelines to avoid their natural predators.
Unfortunately, this puts them into direct conflict with
watercraft -- particularly personal watercraft and boats
pulling tubers and water skiers.
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Be aware of loons. If you see a loon from late June to
September, chances are that one or two chicks will be
close by. Keep your distance.
Listen to loons. If you approach a loon and hear it start to
call, this means you are too close. Move away.
Watch what loons do. If you see a loon “dancing”
straight up out of the water and slapping with its wings, it
is alarmed by your presence. Move away.
And, as always, enjoy the presence of the loons on the
lakes. Their beautiful plumage and haunting calls make
them one of Minnesota’s greatest treasures.

Highway 371 Construction in Nisswa Started
Monday, May 13, 2013
I n J u l y, 2 0 1 2 , t h e M i n n e s o t a D e p a r t m e n t o f
Transportation, in partnership with Crow Wing County and
the city of Nisswa, began to construct a $7.6 million
improvement project

*The main entrance to Nisswa (current stoplight) is a
right-turn only IN from northbound Highway 371 and a
right-turn only OUT to northbound Highway 371. The
stoplight will not be active. The crossover to southbound
Highway 371 is closed. For access to southbound, go to
Nisswa Avenue (road between the post office and Pioneer
Village).

In fall, 2012, the newly constructed Crow Wing County
Road 18 connection to northeast Nisswa, which included a
roundabout at Smiley Road, opened to traffic.

*The temporary stoplight will be active at Highway 371
and Nisswa Avenue.

On May 13, 2013, MnDOT crews returned to:

*The entrance/exit at Triangle Gas Station will no longer
be available.

*Reconstruct four lanes of Highway 371, including turn
lanes and accesses.
*Relocate the signalized intersection at Highway 371/
County Road 18 one-quarter mile south of its current
location.
*Install a pedestrian tunnel under Highway 371.
*Reconstruct Smiley Road.
*Install curbs, gutters, sidewalks, storm and sanitary
sewers, and other utilities.
*Install permanent overhead lighting at the roundabout.
The project is expected to be completed by November 1,
2013.
All traffic on Highway 371 will be shifted onto the
southbound or northbound lanes while the other side is
reconstructed. The 2013 schedule is as follows.
May to mid-July: Reconstruct southbound Highway 371
and west access road connections.
Mid-July to mid-September: Reconstruct northbound
Highway 371 and east access road connections and install
the permanent traffic signal at the new County Road 18
intersection.
All season:
Reconstruct Smiley Road and install a
pedestrian tunnel under Highway 371.
In September and October, crews will pave a final layer of
road surface, install permanent road striping, establish turf
and complete the pedestrian tunnel.
Traffic impacts on Highway 371 will be: one lane in each
direction and a temporary traffic signal at Nisswa Avenue
for full access to and from the city of Nisswa.
Please note the following highlights of traffic changes,
provided by the Nisswa City Planner, that began May 13.
*Highway 371 traffic switched to the northbound lanes
and is single-lane in both directions.

*To enter downtown Nisswa from Highway 371, you have
the following choices:
Northbound -- use the new roundabout
Northbound-- right turn only at the current stoplight
North or southbound -- temporary stoplight at Nisswa
Avenue
*To exit downtown Nisswa to Highway 371, you have the
following choices:
Northbound -- use the new roundabout
Northbound -- right turn only at current stoplight
North or southbound -- temporary stoplight at Nisswa
Avenue

How Do Septic Systems Work?
from the U of MN Extension’s “The Cabin Kit”

An Overview. A septic system begins with the plumbing
in your cabin or lake home. It funnels wastewater to your
septic tank. In the tank, liquids separate from solids that
either float to the top or sink.
Natural bacteria in
wastewater break down the organic solids. Solids not
broken down by bacteria are stored in the septic tank until
the tank is pumped.
What Septic Tanks Do Septic tanks prepare the liquid for
final treatment by the soil. Wastewater from septic tanks is
distributed into the soil by a drain field, mound, or drip
dispersal system. A thickened layer called the biomat
forms where sewage meets the soil. Once wastewater is
through the biomat and three feet of unsaturated soil,
harmful
pathogens
have been
destroyed.
S e p t i c
tanks do
not destroy
t h e s e
diseasecausing
pathogens;
t h i s
process
depends on the soil.
Unsaturated Soil Complete treatment of wastewater
depends on unsaturated soil. A minimum of three feet of
unsaturated soil below the drain field is Minnesota’s
standard. A properly designed and installed soil treatment
system destroys all disease-causing pathogens. The drain
field recycles some water and nutrients to grass and trees.
The remainder percolates downward, replenishing the
groundwater.
System Failure If you don’t have your septic tank
cleaned often enough, too many solids clog the biomat.
Liquids can’t pass through. The septic system will then
fail with untreated water coming to the surface or backing
up into your home.
Saturated Soil Saturated soil prevents the system from
doing its job. Saturation is determined by soil color and
mottling. Mottling is identified in soil borings when the
system is designed.
Septic System Cleaners The general rule of thumb about
septic system starters, feeders, cleaners, and other
additives is: If they are safe to use they are probably nnot
effective; if they are effective, they’re probably not safe to
use. There is no quick fix or good substitute for proper
operation and regular maintenance.
Leave it to a
professional to inspect and pump your system every one to
three years.

How Do I Conserve Water
with My Septic System?
from the U of MN Extension’s “The Cabin Kit”

Why Conserve? The average Minnesotan uses from 50 to
over 100 gallons of water each day. Most of this water
goes down the drain after bathing, washing clothes, and
flushing the toilet. The most common cause of septic
system failure is excessive water entering the system.
Conserving water will help maintain your system’s good
performance.
Consider Your Water Use Patterns To achieve complete
and uniform waste treatment, the system needs adequate
time to work. Though this may not be achievable in a
sporadically used cabin or lake home, ideally daily and
weekly wastewater should enter the system as evenly as
possible. Every time water is used it enters the tank. An
equal amount of water leaves the tank and heads for the
drain field. Large amounts of water entering the system in
short periods of time cause problems.
Water-saving Ideas
Conserve water in the bathroom first, since on average,
60% of water is used there, by:
*Installing low-flow toilets and showerheads to cut water
use by one-half to two-thirds.
*Taking shorter showers.
*Repairing leaks quickly.
Conserve water in the kitchen, which accounts for about
20% of water use, by:
*Waiting until you have full loads in the dishwasher before
operating it.
*Keeping a pitcher of water in the refrigerator so people
don’t have to run water to get it cold.
*Not allowing water to run while you wash and dry dishes
by hand.
*Not running water while preparing vegetables.
*Repairing leaky faucets promptly.
Conserve water in the laundry room, which accounts for
about 20% of water use, by:
*Waiting until you have a full load of laundry before
running the machine.
*Using a partial load setting on the machine if you must
run a small load.
*Distributing wash loads as evenly as possible throughout
a week or weekend to reduce the impact on your septic
system.
*Using a front-load washer or water-saving features on
top-loading washers.
Additionally conserve water by:
*Routing water from tile drains, hot tubs, or swimming
pools outside your septic system.
*Routing water-softener recharge water outside your septic
system.

Fourth of July
Boat Parades
All three Cullen Lakes
will have a lake
property ownerorganized boat parade
on the Fourth of July.
Participants should
gather at the east end
of their lake shortly before 2:00 p.m.
Please send photos from your parade to the newsletter
editor to be used in the summer newsletter.

Please include with your dues your full mailing address,
your phone number and email address (if you have one),
and indicate whether you are: 1) a current owner of a
Cullen Lakes shoreland property, 2) a family member of a
current Cullen Lakes shoreland property owner, 3) a
previous owner of a Cullen Lakes shoreland property, or 4)
and an owner of real property within the Cullen Lakes
watershed.
Note: If your name on this newsletter’s mailing label is
highlighted in yellow, you are a past CLA member who
had not yet sent in your 2013 dues as of May 10. Email
recipients of the newsletter will receive a separate email
reminder.

Pequot Lakes
Summer
Concert Series

Membership Update
In mid March, final notices were mailed to those Cullen
Lakes property owners who had not yet paid their dues for
2013. As of May 10, CLA had 232 members, 15 of whom
are associate members, meaning people who own property
in the Cullen Lakes’ watershed, are former owners of
shoreland property, or are family members of shoreland
property owners. Three complimentary memberships have
been extended to new shoreland property owners. There
are 38 property owners on the lakes who are not currently
members of CLA; many of them have never been
members, but some are past members who have not joined
the lake association in recent years, for one reason or
another. If your neighbors are not CLA members, see if
you can convince them to join.
Along with dues payments, CLA has received 46
donations to the general support fund ($2,020) and 64
donations to the curlyleaf pondweed control fund ($3,191).
Each donation for curlyleaf pondweed control and
program support contribution was acknowledged with a
thank you letter. However, CLA would like to take this
opportunity to again thank the many people who
included these extra contributions with their dues!
At this time there are still 26 of last year’s members who
have not yet renewed their membership. We hope this is
merely an oversight on their part. If you are among those
who have not yet joined CLA in 2013, please consider
sending your $25 dues as soon as possible to:
CLA Membership
P.O. Box 466
Nisswa, MN 56468

“Bands in the
Park” will take
place Saturdays,
June 22 through
August 31 at
Trailside Park in
the heart of Pequot Lakes. All concerts begin at 7:00 p.m.
and admission is free. Groups scheduled to perform are:
June 22 -- Gary Timbs
June 29 -- Tim, Cindy & Friends
July 6 -- Andy & Kyle
July 13 -- Live from the Attic
July 20 -- Skilly & Duff
July 27 -- Decade 7
August 3 -- Norm’s Bait & Tackle Choir
August 10 -- Live from the Attic
August 17 -- Decade 7
August 24 -- Dirty Bomb
August 31 -- Andy & Kyle

Currents on the Cullens
Deaths: Bob Bushey, M.C. (M94)
New owners: Crow Wing County (U26-28 & 30-36, the
Stallion Ridge plat)

