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History of the Toronto Subway System

Introduction

The Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) is thepublic transport authority that operatdsuses
streetcars subways andrapid transit lines inToronto, Ontario, Canada The TTC operates

149 surface transit routes, of which 148 routes make 243 connections with a subway or rapid transit
station during tB morning rush hour. 11 of these are streetcar (tram) routes and the remainder are
buses. In 2005, the TTC carried 431,220,000 passengers, 2,368,000 passengers daily (1,397,000
revenue passengers). The TTC employed 10,650 personnel in 2005.

The TTC operas the third most heavilysed urban mass transit systenNworth America(after

New York Citys New York City Transit Authorityand theMexico City Metrg. As of 2004 there

are four rapid trasit lines (three are referred to as "subways", while a fourth is mostly elevated),
with a total of 69 stations, as well as 149 connecting "surface" routes (buses and streetcars). The
average daily ridership exceeds 2.3 million passengers: 1,197,500 hthibosg 246,100 by
streetcar, 45,000 by intermediate rail, and 855,300 by subwayerican Public Transit
Association 2005). The TTC also provides deordoor services for persons with phyesi
disabilities known asVheelTransAn approximate 2,900 trips are made through this service daily.
Colloquially, the streetcars were known as "red rockets"; hence the use of "Ride the Rocket" in
advertising material for the TTC (which uses the phrase to advertise the entire system), and the
use of the word "Rocket" in the names of some express buses. The entire system is also promoted
as "The Better Way".

Privately operated transservices in Toronto began in 1849. In later years, a few routes were
operated by the city, but it was 1921 when the city took over all routes and formBatdhéo
Transportation Commissionto operate them. During this period service was mainly proviged b
streetcars. In 1954, the TTC adopted its present name, opened its first subway line, and greatly
expanded its service area to cover the newly formed municipaletrbpolitan Torontqwhich
eventually became thenlarged cityf Toronto). The system has evolved to feature a wide network

of bus routes with the subway lines as the backbone.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_transport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Streetcars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rapid_transit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City_Transit_Authority
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico_City_Metro
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/As_of_2004
http://www.apta.com/research/stats/ridershp/#A7
http://www.apta.com/research/stats/ridershp/#A7
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WheelTrans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Toronto
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megacity

Before the TTC: Omnibus and TorontoStreet Railway

Toronto's first public transportation company wasWidiams Omnibus Bus Linand owned by
furniture maker and undertaker Burt Williams in 1849. William's franchasgeetr] passengers in
horsedrawn stagecoaches aloMgnge Streebetween the St. Lawrence Market and the Village
of Yorkville for six pence.

Toronto's first transit system was a franchise foitraés railway' in1861to Alexander Easton
under the nam Toronto Street Railways (TSR). A second franchise was grantddétrtpelitan
Street Railway of Toront(MSR) in 1885

In 1891the TSR lost the franchise William Mackenziés Toronto Railway CompanyOutside of

the city, transit connection to the suburbs were known as ‘radial railways' (because their lines
radiated from Toronto)among them th&oronto and York Radial Railwagnd theToronto
Suburban Railway
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Streetcars in downtown Toronto in 1923

Public Transit: Toronto Civic Railways

Prior to the establishment of the TTC, the City of Toronto operated the city owned system under
the TorontoCivic Railways(TCR) name, which was created to serve areas to which the Toronto
Railway Company refused to extend its service.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Williams_Omnibus_Bus_Line
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yonge_Street
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1861
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Street_Railway_of_Toronto
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Street_Railway_of_Toronto
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1885
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1891
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Mackenzie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto_Railway_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto_and_York_Radial_Railway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto_Suburban_Railway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto_Suburban_Railway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto_Civic_Railways

TTC: The early years
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Streetcar track work in 1917 TardntoQueeicara and Bon

In 192Q a Provincial Act created thBoronto Transportation CommissigmTC) and, with the
expiration of the TRC's franchise 921, the Commission took over andnalgamated nine
existing fare systems within the city limits. Betwd&?1and1953 the TTC added 35 new routes
in the city and extended 20 more. It atgzerated 23 suburban routes on a seffoceost basis.

It abandoned monelgsingradialrailway line (known as 'interurbans' elsewhere in the continent),
North Yonge Railways

The Great Depressioand theSecond World Waboth placed heavy burdens on theligbof
municipalities to finance themselves. During most of 1B80s municipal governments had to

cope with general welfare costs and assistance to the unemployed. The TTC realized that
improvements éito be made despite the depression ald®86purchased the first of the newly
developedCC streetcar§ he war put an end to the depressiod imcreased migration from rural

to urban areas. After the war, municipalities faced the problem of extending services to
accommodate the increased population. Ironically, the one municipal service that prospered during
the war years was public transitmployers had to stagger work hours in order to avoid
overcrowding the streetcars. Toronto continued their programme of purchasing PCC cars, running
the world's largest fleet, including many obtained sedward from U.S. cities that abandoned
streetcar seice.

TTC: Post-war years

Public transit was one of the essential services identifidddiyo Torontés founders it953 On
January 11954 the Toronto Transportation Commission was renamed the Toronto Transit
Commission and public transit was placed under the jurisdiction of the new Municipality of
Metropolitan Toronto. The assets and liabilities of the TTC and four independent bus lines
operating in the suburbs were acquired by the Commissiat®34 the TTC became the sole
provider of public transportation services in Metro Toronto.
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Subway boom

A referendum was held in 1946 on the construction of subways in Toronto, and it was
overwhelmingly approved by thedectorate. Approval was given to construct a full subway under
Yonge Street from Union Station to Eglinton Avenue and a streetcar subway under Queen Street
from Trinity Park to Pape, connecting to surface streetcar routes at both ends. Construction began
on the Yonge Subway immediately and was completed eight years later, but only a short tunnel
section of the Queen streetcar subway was built under Queen Station at Yonge. This incomplete
structure remains in existence today.

The originalUnion Statiorto-Eglinton section of theYonge Streesubway Canada's first, was
conceived and built with revenues gained during the war, when gas rationing limited the use of
automobiles. The subway line opened to the publiManch 30, 1954 after five years of work.

Its underground portions were built entirely usitig-andcover construction, with reinforced
boards and evetemporary streetcar tracks laid over the trenches to allow Yonge Street to remain
open as the tunnels were built. The origiMahge Street subway lin@ent from the railways'
Union Stationon Front Street north to a suburban terminus at Eglinton AvétreenierLeslie
FrostandToronto mayorAllan Lamport among other important persons, rode the first train that
moming, going north from the yards@avisville Station and then south froaglintonalong the

entire line. At 2:30 p.m. thalay, the last streetcar to travel Yonge Street south of Eglinton made
its final ride. The subway reduced the trip from Union to Eglinton from about half an hour by
streetcar) to less than fifteen minutes.

It was the first subway line to replace surfaoates completely. It was also later the site of as
experiment witraluminumsubway cars which led to their adoption throughout the system and by
other transit systems. Several expansions sif@éd have more than quadrupled the area served,
adding two new connected lines and a shorter intermediate capacity transit systemyvehsty

line opened nine years later, continuing freimion back north undetniversity Avenueto St.
Georgestation; it was intentionally designed to serve much the same area as the Yonge line, in
order to increase capacity in anticipation of the planneaveastline. It was decided to ldithe

first eastwest line along Bloor Street and Danforth Avenue instead of Queen Street, and as a full
subway. By 1966, the origindloor-Danforth Linewas built, going under Bloor Streand
Danforth Avenue fronKeelein the west toMoodbinein the east. Within two years, the Bleor
Danforth line had been extendadboth directions, téslingtonin the west antéiVardenin the east.

A second platform exists under Bay Station on the Bloerdriginally used for a downtown circle

|l oop since the 196006s. However, this is unuse:

Plans were made for a streetcar subway along Queen Street, which were upgraded to a full subway
in 1964, from the Humber loop to Grewood, curving north to connect to the Blddanforth

Subway. All that ever materialized of this line was an incompletensaststation structure under
Queen station at Yonge, which remains in existence today. The Queen Subway plan was cancelled
in 1974 n favour of new lines in the suburbs.
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Torontods first Gloucester subway <cars

Bloor-Danf orth Subway car s -Bl@Bsdbivaylatform today
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