The first time I preached this text, 


I was a bit wiser, 


I broke it down over 9 weeks, 



did two separate bible studies on it, 




and felt like then I was starting to scratch the surface of the material.  

I will not be doing that this time, 


unless  two or three of you say you would like to do a deeper study.  

But for preaching purposes, 


we are in and out in one trip today.

Before we make it too far, 


we need to remember that 6:1 is our purpose for exploring this passage on prayer.  

When we do our acts of righteousness, 


our devotions to God, 



we are not to do them in order to be seen by man, 



for the purpose of man.  


We are to do them for God's glory.  



Man may see or hear them, 




but they are not theater for his purposes.  



Man may be a onlooker, 




but God is our intended audience.

Again,


 Jesus follows the same format, 



how not to pray 




and the consequence 



and then how to pray 




and the consequence.  

As Jesus does this, 


he gives two examples of how not to pray.  



To pray for show 



and to pray at length.  

The restriction on show 


comes from the reality that the father sees all already.  



While great and lofty titles help us remember who we are talking to, 



God does not need to be reminded of what he has done, 




he already knows.  

When we are praying, 


we are talking to God, 

if we are evangelizing someone, 


we are talking about God.  

Prayer can't be for both.  


If we are praying, 



the message is intended for God.  


If what we are saying is also for someone else, 



we are not praying to God. 

So we can publicly pray, 


Jesus encourages us to pray together later in Matthew, 



but we need to have a working relationship with God one on one first.  

This means that we can meet and pray with people of another language 

and with people we can not hear what they say clearly, 


because God can hear them 


and God understands them.  

We need to just remember that prayer is not all about us, 


but God.

The other piece we are to avoid is at length.  


Repeating the same words, 


or thinking that we have to be like the persistent woman 



in order to get what we need 




is not to hear Jesus' words.  

Our Father knows what we need.  


But rather than discourage us completely from praying, 



we need to remember human nature.  

We tend to talk superficially with those we do not know 

and deeply with those we do know 

and are uninhibited to share our deepest concerns with those who know us best.  


So God knowing us better than we know ourselves, 



should free us to dive right in 



and not have to dance around with magic words 




hoping for an appropriate time to bring something up.

With these two pieces in place of no theater 

and keep it brief, 


we receive from Jesus how we should pray 



with what we commonly call the Lord's Prayer.  

Notice that Jesus follows his own advice.  


He keeps it brief, 



sayable in under 60 seconds 


and directed toward God in every line.  

Matthew gives us the Lord's prayer as a frame, 


a skeleton, 


an outline on which to lift up our hearts to God.  



This prayer covers everything.  




Some suggest praying a separate line for each day of the week, 





because you would pray for everything by the end of the week.

We start where we need to start in prayer, 


remembering who God is.  

The first line does this, 


as it reminds us that God is Our father, 



not just mine, 



but the same Father as Jesus, 




even if he is my father through adoption 




and Jesus' through direct relation.  

The term Father or Abba 


has the deep loving connection as part of it, 


but Father also is the authority over life, 



the guardian, 



provider, 



and head of the household.  

The “our” reminds us that I am not praying these things for just myself, 


but for all who are under the heavens.  

This address is for God alone, 


and not high and lofty for our fellow man.

Remembering who we are talking to, 


we then move into three petitions, 


or acts of intercessory prayer, 



which we are asking God to do, 




mainly, 



because we can not.  

We ask the father to make his name hallowed, 


weighty, 


full of glory in being who he really is.  

That God be who he really is, 


not just who we want him to be.  



To ask God to be false to his character 



and who we want him to be, 




would throw the world into chaos.  


So we ask that God create a world 



that treats God as God deserves.  

We then ask that his Kingdom come.  


In doing so, 



we are asking that God bring heaven to earth, 



that God bring his Kingdom to our hearts, 



and to bring the Kingdom into the politics of this world.  

This naturally leads us to the third petition, 


“your will be done.”  

Or, 


what Jesus is calling for in the Sermon on the Mount 



to become a reality in every day life.  

All of these things God is called upon to do on earth 


as it is in heaven.  

This last phrase belongs with all three first petitions. 


The reality is,



 in heaven, 




the Father's name already is hallowed, 




his Kingdom already is present, 




and his will is already being done.  


So we are asking that he may bring the same reality to where we are.  

As of yet, 


we have done nothing, 



other than ask God to be God.  

None of these words are directed to our fellow man.

As we reach the second set of petitions, 


“us, our, and we” appear in the prayer, 

but never the first person singular, 


“I or me.”  

This is not true of me every time I pray, 


but I wonder how it would change my prayers 



when I am no longer petitioning from just my own perspective, 



but from the perspective of a larger body.

We first ask for our daily bread.  


This is tempting to expand into spiritual bread, 



but we need to realize what daily bread means, 




before we find it too small of a request.  

Daily bread means that if I have what I need to eat each day, 


then the needs of our government, 


agriculture, 


businesses, 


and infrastructure are in place.  

In a town that sometimes finds itself out of bread, 


we have to ask why?  



Was the need too great, 



was there a terrible storm that delayed the barge, 



is there someone in the chain of production that is hurt?  


All of these realities are being lifted up in this simple petition for bread.  

Our international sign of a crisis in a country 


is the dramatic inflation of the cost of a loaf of bread.  


When we can no longer afford bread for that day, 



we know our government is beyond corrupt.  

This petition is important, 


especially the “us” part, 

because while we only are lacking bread under extraordinary circumstances in the US, 


others lack it on a daily basis, 



even though God provides enough for everyone.  

So we are asking God to correct this, 


and as we ask, 



we should be asking how we might be a part of God's actions.  




But it is God's work, 




not ours, 





that will fully bring about change.

The fifth petition echoes the beatitude on mercy, 


where we are asking to be forgiven of our failures, 


as we too, 



forgave those who failed us.  

Now to ask to be forgiven of a debt 


is a shameless thing to do.  



You incurred the debt, 




you should have to pay it back.  



Not doing so 




almost sounds like stealing.  

If we took a loan from the bank, 


bought a house, 


and then immediately asked for the loan to be forgiven, 



and it was, 


we would have a hard time convincing anyone we bought the house, 



stole it, 



swindled, 



or some other name maybe, 




but we did not buy it.  

But Jesus tells us to do such a thing.  


To ask for such a forgiveness of debt.  

But anyone who came to own a house under such circumstances 


might be rightly expected 



to be willing to let someone spend the night when it was needed, 



or to use the money they now have 




to pay the smaller debt of someone else.    

God knows that evil breeds evil 

and goodness more goodness.  


We have been forgiven, 



that should foster more forgiveness from us.  

If we are refusing to forgive, 


we have not truly realized that our whole debt has been paid.  

Us forgiving 


is the natural consequence of realizing that we have been forgiven.

Realizing our need for forgiveness from past wrongs, 


leads us to future actions, 


while bread covers the present need.  

Our future actions are rightly put in last position, 


after God, 


and after our daily bread 


and our forgiving as priorities.  

But as we ask this, 


we are also starting the cycle over again, 



for if we are led away from temptation 



and deliverance from the evil one, 


we are being led into hallowing the Fathers name, 


into his Kingdom coming, 


and his will being done, 



through the provision of daily bread 



and forgiving others and being forgiven.  

Now life is going to have many tests and trials that we are going to have to face, 


but there is a difference between traveling through 


and traveling into a town.  

Traveling into means 


entering its sphere 


and coming under its influence.  

We are praying 


not that we will keep ourselves out of the influence of the evil one, 


but that the Father will keep us out.  



Because remember our address of the prayer, 




it is not a pep talk to ourselves, 




it is a conversation with the father.  



We have some responsibilities in our actions, 




but it is the Father that will ultimately make the difference 





in how we approach and interact in a situation.  


Our word for deliver illustrates this, 



as it has the synonym 




“snatch” us from the evil one.  



The quick, 



violent jerk out of the way of danger should be heard in this petition.

Now this prayer ends differently than the way we normally say it. 


 That is because early manuscripts 



did not have the conclusion that was added extensively by later scribes.  

It instead ends abruptly at the opposite pole of where we started.  


We started with our Father in heaven 


and ended with the evil one in hell, 



and covered the earth 



and life in all its aspects in between.  

We have asked for major changes to the world, 


for needs to be met, 


for debts to be forgiven, 


and for lives to be led in light of God's Kingdom.  

All in this brief, 


compact petition to the Father 



and the Father alone.

Before we walk away completely, 


there is a final post script in verse 14, 



reminding us of the power of 



and need for forgiveness.  

If we are not forgiving, 


we are not really desiring any of what we just prayed to come true, 



for we have not realized how it has come true in our own lives.  

We have a great spiritual privilege 


and a social responsibility to forgive.  

We have a great gift in this prayer 


and in our own forgiveness, 



to not use it 



is to render it useless to the world 




and in our own lives.  

So let us use this structure of the Lord's prayer, 


to know what to say to our Father 


and guide our conversations deeper with him.  

If we use prayer for anything else, 


we are not doing it as our Lord taught us



and we will have already received our full reward.
