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Name: 			Christopher E. K. Pfannkuche

Office Seeking: 		Cook County State’s Attorney	

Political Party:		Republican

Political Background:	None

Civic Background:		C.A.P., United States Air Force, Auxiliary
					- Rank: Captain & Legal Officer
				Uptown Legal Aid Clinic Volunteer
				DeVry University Professor — Law, Business & Society
				St. Scholastica Instructor — The American Legal System
				Chicago City Colleges Instructor — Algebra, Trigonometry
				American Bar Association National Symposium Lecturer
				Northwestern Law School Mock Trial Judge
				Chicago Police Academy Lecturer
				Illinois Traffic Institute Lecturer
				Drunk Driving Awareness Lecturer 	
				“Drafting & Executing Search Warrants & Pen Registers” (2015)
					--- Police Training Manual
				“Expungements And Sealings Made Simple” (2011)
					--- Legal Guide
				“Child Welfare Caseworkers – The Decision to Prosecute”
				Expungement Seminars Lecturer
				Police Training Seminars Instructor
				Northwest Suburban Bar Association
					Executive Board
					Board of Governors
					Parliamentarian
					Chairman: Criminal Law Committee
					Chairman: Law Day Committee
				Coalition of Suburban Bar Associations
					Executive Board
				Member of numerous additional attorney bar associations

Professional Background:	Law Offices of Christopher E. K. Pfannkuche, 2012-Present
					--- Private Practice of Law
				Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office, 1981-2011
					--- Criminal Felony Review Unit – Trial Supervisor
						- supervised a team of 10 prosecutors
					--- Felony Trial Division
					— Homicide & Sex Offense Prosecution Units
					— Public Integrity / Official Misconduct Unit							— Night Narcotics Court Prosecution Unit
					— Financial Crimes / Governmental Fraud Unit
					--- Argued before the Illinois Appellate Court
				Special Independent Prosecutor’s Office, 1990-91
					--- Appointed Assistant Special Independent Prosecutor
					--- Special 1-year interim appointment
				Macon County State’s Attorney’s Office, 1981
					--- Head of the Traffic Division

Occupation: 			Attorney In Private Practice

Education:  			Loyola University Of Chicago School Of Law — J.D.
						--- National Moot Court Team Competition
						--- Law Advocacy Award Recipient
						--- Intra-School Appellate Advocacy Competition
						--- Moot Court Tutor
						--- Student Bar Association Officer
						--- Editorial Board: “Blackacre” (Legal publication)
						--- Taught Freshman Legal Writing
				Loyola University Of Chicago — B.S. In Education
	 					— Magna Cum Laude (Education)
				Loyola University Of Chicago — B.A. In Political Science
						--- Cum Laude (Political Science)
						--- Chairman: Student Activities Board
						--- Delegate : Student Government Association
						--- Editorial Board: “Phoenix” (School newspaper)
						--- University Academic Council – Executive Board
							- 1st student to serve on this faculty board
						--- National Honor Society
				Certified Illinois School Teacher (K-12)
				Licensed Private Detective
				Licensed Pilot 

Campaign Website: 		www.votechristopher.com

Chicago Sun-Times Editorial Board Questionnaire Responses
 
Q) Would you seek legislation or have a policy, as some reform advocates have called for, that all cases in which police are accused of crimes are referred to a court-appointed special prosecutor? If not, what would be your criteria for when to indict a police officer for a shooting while on duty?

A) The definition of murder under Illinois does not change because someone wears a badge.  However, judicial, jury and prosecutor determinations regarding intent and fact interpretation for police officers are different from killings committed by ordinary citizens because ordinary citizens are not required by law and oath to pro-actively charge into life threatening circumstances on a daily basis.  

I would not need a special prosecutor to fairly and impartially decide whether or not to seek indictments or directly prosecute police killings. However, our system cannot operate based on the qualifications of one person.  Government by law has to be able to accommodate the best and the worst people that are elected, so safeguards have to be built into the system.  In a normal, honest and non-political prosecutor’s office, there would not be the need for a special prosecutor to investigate police-involved shootings.  However, given the history of systemic political corruption in Cook County and the domination of the State’s Attorney’s office by Democrat political bosses and political appointees, a special prosecutor should be enacted by state law for every jurisdiction in Illinois. 

Q) What professional experience would you bring to the job of state’s attorney that would best qualify you to handle the office’s wide variety of criminal and civil cases? 

A)  I was a highly effective and well respected prosecutor in the Cook County State’s Attorney office for 30 years.  My record of accomplishment as both a trial attorney and as a trial supervisor are better than any candidate this year in either political party.
 
Q)  What would you as state's attorney do to address the increasing numbers of shootings and homicides in Chicago?

A)  The only role that State’s Attorney can play in the reduction of shootings and homicides is the full prosecution of offenders, but that is after the crime is committed.  Stiff prison sentences are supposed to act as a future deterrence as a warning to others, but in Chicago that seems to work in theory and fail in practice.  The State’s Attorney can offer an opinion regarding public policies that can be enacted on the state, county and municipal level, but in the end, the State’s Attorney is required to enforce the law to the best of his or her ability.  We cannot selectively prosecute laws we like and ignore prosecution of laws we don’t like.  To more specifically answer your question, the State’s Attorney does not make public policy nor does he patrol the streets to enforce the law, so reducing crime rates is not directly within his power.   However, the Community Outreach programs that I would initiate would go a long way to building up rapport with community groups, by reaching out into the communities and opening up lines of communication to help stem the violence.

Q) Do you support a proposal to establish a special gun court in Cook County or, as an alternative, a special "gun call?" The gun call would establish a rotating panel of three judges to conduct bail hearings for every illegal gun possession case. Those cases would be heard in a courtroom at 26th and California that's normally reserved for violent crimes such as murder and sexual assault. 

A) I think that is an excellent idea and I would encourage the County Board and the Chief Judge to impellent and fund such a system.

Q) What would be your policy as state's attorney with respect to making evidence — such as a police dashcam video — public in a case prior to charges being filed, a trial or a conviction?  

A)  Any evidence that can be released to the defense attorney can also be released to the general public at the same time in the pre-trial discovery process.   The release of the same information would be available even earlier from the police agency through a FOIA request.

Q) Each candidate for state’s attorney has important political supporters or donors. What will you do to assure they do not have undue influence in your office?   

A)  Every person who donates to me knows that I have a zero tolerance for political interference with prosecutions, which is why they support me in the first place.   Any attempt to influence a prosecution will result in the prosecution of the person trying to interfere.
 
Q) How would you assess the effectiveness of the existing Conviction Integrity Unit? Should changes be made going forward?

A) Integrity and justice must always be at the very heart of our criminal justice system. The Conviction Integrity Unit of the State’s Attorney’s Office is a relatively new unit, though it is part of a growing trend nationwide among prosecutors’ offices. As such, going forward, there should be regular, annual assessments of the effectiveness of this unit, and the cases that it reviews. I would be in favor of strong input from leaders and respected scholars in the legal community from outside the office, to make the review actions of this unit as impartial and thorough as possible.

Q) What ideas do you have to shorten the delays between and indictment and trial for defendants in Cook County Jail?

A)  Streamlined disposition of cases.  Experienced prosecutors will have the discretion to dispose of cases on their own.  Less experienced prosecutors or prosecutors new to a division will be supervised until they are given permission by their Supervisor to plead cases independently.

 Q) When is it appropriate to recruit the FBI and United States attorney’s office for assistance in cases that fall under state jurisdiction?

A)  Every case is different so there is no way to predict or set criteria for involving other agencies other than a conflict of interest.  Often times the Federal government will request cases before the criteria even need to be examined or are independently conducting federal law violation investigations that we are not aware of that overlap with state law violations.
 
Q)  Cook County has begun to move toward reducing incarceration for low-level, nonviolent crimes. But some low-level drug offenses carry mandatory sentences because they take place near schools, churches, parks and other restricted areas.  Do you support that policy, or should it be changed?

A)  The policy should be changed for personal use possession quantities but not for sale or distribution possession quantities, especially near schools and parks.    
 
Q) Prisons across the country have become more crowded in part because sentences for serious crimes have steadily become longer. Are these sentences justified, necessary and effective or should Illinois stem or reverse this trend toward longer sentences? 

A)  I believe we need to separate violent criminals from society at any cost, but I support any effort to make those same prisoners work to lessen the cost of the incarceration while educating themselves to prepare for gainful employment post-incarceration.  These policies must also be augmented by the elimination of discrimination for former non-violent felons in the job application process to reduce recidivism and boost post incarceration employment.  We should also look at encouraging and requiring ex-convicts to relocate from their previous neighborhoods or municipalities because statistics show that some old friends and some surroundings tend to assist ex-convicts in sliding back into old bad and illegal habits.    

Q) The civil division of the U.S. attorney’s office collects judgments that return to taxpayers more money than the budget of the office. The Cook County state’s attorney’s civil division recovers far less money. How would you increase this recovery?

[bookmark: _GoBack]A) Both the civil and criminal divisions in the State’s Attorney’s Office are responsible for recovering money, though in different ways. Two prominent areas where we need to put more emphasis on are civil forfeiture proceedings and the recovery of criminal fines, fees and costs. Criminal offenders must be given more incentives to stop committing crimes.  Criminal offenders must be made to understand that the cost of committing a crime goes beyond just potential incarceration and loss of assets will serve as an additional deterrent. The State’s Attorney’s Office has wide latitude in seizing items of property used in the commission of crimes so we should start aggressively seizing cars and real estate and do a better job of finding assets sloppily hidden in the names of relatives and friends.  Further, every guilty finding on a criminal case comes with statutorily required fines, fees and cost. However, the recovery of these monetary penalties are not uniformly enforced in the courtrooms across Cook County, either by the prosecutors or by the judges. There needs to be a uniform enforcement of the recovery of these monetary penalties.
 
Q)  The U.S. and Illinois supreme courts have said mandatory life without parole is unconstitutional for juveniles. What, if anything, should be done about juveniles convicted in Cook County who already are serving such sentences?

A) For laws to be deemed “just and fair” they must be applied equally across the spectrum of cases that pass through our criminal justice system. The high courts have, in fact, recently ruled that mandatory life without parole is unconstitutional for juveniles. Given that fact, sentences that have already been imposed should be re-evaluated in light of these recent rulings.
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