Last week, 


we saw Jesus calm the storm, 



giving us confidence that Jesus is Lord over nature 



and the forces of Chaos.  

This should have given many of us peace, 


as there are times when mother nature shows her teeth 



on a regular basis in Alaska.  

But in this compilation of miracles,


 there is one thing that Jesus has not shown that he is Lord over, 



and that is demons 



or our inner thought life.  

Jesus was tested in the wilderness by Satan, 


and Jesus has driven out demons as he has healed people, 

but the demoniac is the first detailed encounter in the book of Matthew.  


It is the first time that the demons speak to Jesus 


and give us a glimpse of what Jesus is Lord over.

The position of this story in the succession 


clarifies that Jesus is Lord and Savior of all.  



We started with the Leper, 



then the Centurion's slave, 



followed by Peter's mother in-law, 




all three miracles highlighted that Jesus can heal, 




and Jesus can save.  





That the infirmities of life, 






even cancers, 






are subject to Jesus' word.  



We danced with nature and chaos last week.  

Today we realize that Jesus can save us from demons.  


With a single word, 



Jesus can drive them out.  

Is there anything that Jesus can not do?

While the answer should be no, 


there is also a small part of our rationalistic minds that want to say, 



“So what, 




demon possessed people are myths, 





they are stories that were trying to explain away 





other medically treatable situations today. 

The balance to respect demon's power 

and our medical advances 


is precarious.  

The Screwtape Letters are a healthy attempt 


in addressing demon's powers in the last century.  

It is a series of letters between Wormwood, 


an up and coming demon 

and Screwtape, 


his well established relative, 



as he acts as a mentor.  

Demons are no different than advertisers, 


in that they are always at the cutting edge, 



changing and adapting things to attract you to them, 




without having you realize it.  

In Jesus' time, 


the idea of having a demon was feared.  



They were behind all illnesses and maligned thinking.  

Today, the idea of demon possession is harder to accept, 


as medications, 


microscopes, 


and therapy has addressed many of the conditions 



that were once associated with demons.  

But Screwtape's advice to his nephew is, 


“There are two equal and opposite errors 



into which our race can fall about the devils. 


One is to disbelieve in their existence. 


The other is to believe, 



and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them.”  

The majority of us would make error number one, 


to disbelieve in them.

But again, 


walking the careful balance between mental health and sickness, 



often comes down to what we believe 



or are thinking.  

A simple thought can change our disposition quickly.  


We warn our children that words have strong power, 



so hearing that they are bad, ugly, fat, or unloved 




can have deep and lasting consequences.  
Adults are children who have had hundreds 


or even thousands of lies thrown at them.  



The balance between happy and sad is easily swayed.  

One of the reasons for this 


is the uncertainty of truth in our life.  

Scripture tells us that 


“God so loved the world, 



that he gave his only son.”  

You and I are part of that world.  


God loves you enough to send his Son.  

If we believed that fully, 


we would be fine.  

But how often, 


despite being so loved by God, 



do we let a slight from a stranger 



or disappointment of a loved one topple that thought.  

Our thoughts are often the difference between life and death.  


On the Alaska State Trooper lost person form, 



there are questions like, 




“Do they give up easily?  




Are they religious?  




Are their relationships currently healthy?”  


The Troopers  are asking, 



“Do their thoughts help them to survive this trial 




or be consumed by it.”  

Their thoughts are often the difference in how the lost person is found.

The character Gollum from the Lord of the Rings,


is a great example of the battle of thoughts that happen in our lives.  

I offer you this reenactment between one person 


and two minds 



to give you an example of our thought life.
Gollum: We wants it, we needs it. Must have the precious. They stole it from us. Sneaky little hobbitses. Wicked, tricksy, false! 
Smeagol: [shaking his head] No. Not master! 
Gollum: [snarling malevolently] Yes, precious, false! They will cheat you, hurt you, LIE. 
Smeagol: Master is my friend. 
Gollum: You don't have any friends; nobody likes you! 
Smeagol: [closes his ears with his hands] I'm not listening... I'm not listening... 
Gollum: You're a liar and a thief. 
Smeagol: No. 
Gollum: [sinister whisper] *Murderer*. 
Smeagol: [voice breaking; hurt by Gollum's remark] Go away! 
Gollum: "Go away?" [Gollum laughs mockingly as Smeagol begins to cry] 
Smeagol: [weeping] I hate you. I *hate* you. 
Gollum: Where would you be without me, uh? gollum, gollum... *I* saved us! It was me! *We* survived because of *me*! 
Smeagol: [stops crying] Not anymore. 
Gollum: What did you say? 
Smeagol: Master looks after us now. We don't need you anymore. 
Gollum: [appalled] What?  
S
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meagol: Leave now, and never come back! 
Gollum: No! Smeagol: [louder and firmer] Leave now, and never come back! 

[Gollum snarls in frustration] 
Smeagol: LEAVE! NOW! AND NEVER COME BACK! 

[Gollum is silent; Smeagol waits] Smeagol: [looks around; then begins galumphing around with joy] We told him to go away... and away he goes, Precious! Gone, gone, gone! SMEAGOL IS FREE!  

Now Gollum finds freedom for at least awhile.  


The place he finds freedom is in Smeagol's line, 



“Master looks after us now.  




We don't need you anymore.”  

As we reach the culmination of these first five miracles, 


that is the reality for a follower of Jesus.  



He is our Lord and Savior, 




he looks over us now.  


The things we once did to survive, 



we don't need to do anymore, 


because it is not us, 



or what ever demons 




in their various forms 




that will take care of us.  

We are beholden to no one but Jesus.  


We is Free!  

But do we believe that?

The two men that Jesus set free, 


were consumed by enough false thoughts 


or demons, 



that a herd of pigs was necessary to hold them all.  

But those demons 


and their many words 



are what carries this story.  

Without peeking, 


out of this extensive dialog, 



how many words are Jesus'?  

In both the English and the Greek, 


it is one word. 



Hupago, 



Go!  

When Smeogal drives the thoughts of Gollum out, 


it is many more 



and it is not a permanent exorcism.  

But Gollum does not have the same authority over the thoughts and powers of demons.  


Jesus' authority is such, 



that he need speak one word 




and these two men find themselves free.



We will sing of this in A Mighty Fortress is Our God.

It is worth noting 


that Jesus' grace comes time and time again 


with weaker and weaker faith in these miracles.  

But the grace is full grace every time.  


It is not dependent on the amount of faith portrayed by the people. 

Jesus pours out his grace to the faithful leper 


who knows Jesus can and asks if he is willing 

and the Centurion 


who knows Jesus must just command.  

The neutral mother of Peter 


who was not in condition to ask.  

And the grace even comes to the small faithed disciples 


and these two demon possessed men.  

Our last two, 


were not even in a place to acknowledge Jesus.  



The demons themselves addressed Jesus.  
But the words that they addressed him with 


are ones that we struggle to believe and follow. 



 “The Son of God” 



and knowing that he would judge at the appointed time 




are thoughts that we sometimes have difficulty acknowledging.  

But that is the reality of Jesus Matthew is trying to get us to understand.  


The turmoil that complicates our lives and thoughts on a daily basis, 



can be sent away by Jesus 




with a simple, “Go!”

So why, 


if it is only a single word from Jesus away, 



does it not exist?  

If we take Smeagol and Gollum again, 


there are things that we sometimes prioritize more than Jesus.  


What Jesus set up for us before the Chaos miracles.  

The desire for the ring 


drew Smeagol back into captivity to the Ring.  



The people of the village illustrate this.  




Two men have been freed, 




the area is now safe for travel, 





but it means change. 

They are smart enough to know that 


if they let Jesus continue to stay, 



that more changes are coming.  

Depending on your viewpoint, 


the villagers put all kinds of things before Jesus.  



Fear of change, 



the financial loss of the pigs, 



the loss of their own demonic thoughts that they believe have saved them, 


or the loss of control 




are all reasons to ask Jesus to be on his way.

So we are left to ask ourselves, 


is Jesus and his love 



enough for us to put our thoughts first on him 



and ask everything else to move into second place or below?  

His grace is at work in our lives.  


Will we ask him to stop 



or let him continue to rearrange our lives?  

We know his power, 


will we run to it 


or from it?  

Running to it, 


means we will be free, 



because Jesus will take care of us as our Lord and Savior.  

Running from his love means 


we will let something else be our Lord and Savior.
