This newsletter may be arriving a bit earlier than you expected. It is
being sent early so that it can include all of the Lenten season, which

begins on Ash Wednesday, which is February 14. Many comments
have been made about how Ash Wednesday is falling on Valentine’s
Day. But if you think about it, there is no more appropriate day. Ash
Wednesday is the start of the Lenten journey where we continually
remember God’s great love for us that he sent his only Son to save
us from our sins and restore our relationship with the holy.
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Dear Lord, bless us,
take and use us,
strengthen us
with power from above;
guide each footstep
of our journey,
grant us grace
to walk the path of love.
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From the Pastor ...
“Let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap
a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.” (Galatians 6:9)
I don’t know about you but I don’t like to wait. While playing basketball a
few months ago, I bent my glasses so badly I couldn’t keep one of my
lenses from falling out. I took my glasses back to the eye doctor and
thankfully they ordered me new frames. The day I picked up my new
frames, the eye doctor’s assistant asked for my old frames. She took out
my old lenses and put them in the new frames. When she gave my glasses
back to me a half hour later she said she had trouble bending my new
frames. She placed the new frame on my face and it didn’t fit at all! What she did was bend my new
frames to match my old bent frames. Thankfully, another assistant saw what happened, stepped in and
bent my frames back into place. So I waited another a half hour until they got everything back into place.
Well, in the waiting room of life, we must be patient and learn to trust God. It is good to remember that
God is never in a hurry, and God is never late. God’s timing is always perfect. There are many examples of
this in Scripture, including the story of Lazarus. Jesus could have easily been in Bethany in an hour or two.
But it took Jesus three days to go about five miles. When he got there, they told him, “You’re too late!
Lazarus died and we buried him.” Jesus wasn’t late. Jesus already knew what he was going to do. He
wasn’t going to heal Lazarus, Jesus was going to raise him from the dead.
I know waiting for glasses to be bent correctly is difficult and waiting on God can feel even longer and
more painful. Yet, have faith. God is never in a hurry and he is never late. Don’t give up, keep holding on,
and keep praying. In God’s time and at the right time, God will move as he wills in your life.

Pastor Les

Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand,
the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land;
a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,
from the burning of the noon-tide heat, and the burden of the day.
Upon that cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see
the very dying form of One who suffered there for me;
and from my stricken heart with tears two wonders I confess:
the wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness.
I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place;
I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face;
content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
my sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross.
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2018 LENTEN AND EASTER SEASON: “Baggage”
Sunday, February 18 : : Be Prepared : : Matthew 4:1-11 / Isaiah 40:28-31
The temptation in the desert was one of the most difficult and challenging times of Jesus’ life. He was prepared to
face all that came his way. Are you ready to face difficult times? We will explore how we can get prepared to face
our Lenten journey and be ready for whatever life may throw at us.
Sunday, February 25 : : Hit the Gym : : John 3:1-17 / Romans 12:1-2
Nicodemus experienced transformation when he came to Jesus. Jesus ministered to him and changed his life
forever. When we come to Jesus we can be transformed as well; Jesus can change your life. We will discover how
transformation is possible in and through Jesus.
Sunday, March 4 : : Dirty Laundry : : John 4:5-42 / Exodus 17:1-7
When the woman at the well met Jesus, she expected him to condemn her. Instead she met a
merciful and forgiving Savior. Jesus offered her living water. Jesus is still merciful and forgiving
and he offers living water today. Are you thirsty?
Sunday, March 11 : : Picture Perfect : : John 9:1-41 / Mark 8:22-25
Jesus restored sight to a blind man. Jesus helped him not only to physically see,
Jesus helped him to see the world in a new way through the lens of faith in Christ.
How do you see the world? This Sunday we will focus on seeing the world
through the lens of Jesus.
Sunday, March 18 : : Rise Up : : John 11:1-45 / 1 Kings 17:17-24
All hope was gone. Lazarus was dead and in the tomb. All that was left was
the grief. Then hope came, and Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. Hope still
comes to us today, and his name is Jesus.
Palm Sunday, March 2 : : Celebration : : Matthew 21:1-11/Psalm 118
There was a big party that happened when Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday. People brought all sorts to things for the celebration. What are you
going to bring? We will focus on what we should bring to celebrate Jesus.
Maundy Thursday, March 29 : : The Passover : : Exodus 10:21-28
The Passover is an amazing event we see in the book of Exodus. We will learn more
about the Passover and learn how it connects to our communion service today.
Good Friday, March 30 : : What’s good about Good Friday? : : John 18:1-19:42
What’s good about the horrible death of Jesus on the cross? The suffering and death of Jesus
surely wasn’t good, but what Jesus accomplished through his death is certainly very good. We will
ponder this night the good and not so good things about Jesus suffering and death.
Easter Sunrise, April 1 : : No Joke, Jesus Arose Just As He Promised! : : Matthew 28:1-10
Jesus promised that he would rise from the dead. If he fulfilled this great promise, certainly he can fulfill all the other
promises he made to us. Jesus’ victory over the grave assures us that his promises are true and we can trust in them.
Easter Sunday, April 1 : : Fools for God : : 1 Corinthians 1:17-18
The world may say believing in the death and resurrection of Jesus is foolish. Christians are treated as fools. Yet, we
know the real power of the cross and empty tomb. Come and be a fool for our risen Lord.
Sunday, April 8 : : Bright Sunday
Come and join your Charlton family as we continue our Easter celebrations.
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2018 EASTERTIDE: “Continuing Our Discipleship Journey”
Sunday, April 15 : : Are You Still Growing? : : 2 Peter 1:5-8 / Hebrews 5:11-14
Each day we are growing in different ways. One way we are to be growing is spiritual growth. We will examine what
it means to grow spiritually and God’s expectations of our growth. Are you growing?
Sunday, April 22 : : Growing in Knowledge and Perception : : 1 Kings 3:1-15 / James 1:22-25
We all know that one way to grow spiritually is through attaining knowledge. Yet, knowledge is no good unless it is
put into practice. We need a proper perception of ourselves to see how best to put our faith into practice.
Sunday, April 29 : : Growing in Skills and Conviction
Skill is developed through practice and repetition. No one is perfect in their walk with God, but your walking skills
can be strengthened. Conviction is important in spiritual growth because it provides the drive and energy
to push forward through adversity and disappointment.

Sunday, May 6 : : New Wine : : John 2:1-12 / Matthew 9:16-17
Wine is found throughout the Bible. It holds so many symbolisms, yet perhaps the best
illustration is that of life. Wine offered life to the people because without it you couldn’t
drink the water. A little alcohol killed the bad stuff in the water and made it drinkable.
Jesus described himself as the new wine for us to drink. We will focus on wine this
Sunday and be challenged to see Jesus in new ways as we share in the sacrament
of Holy Communion.
Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 13 : : Be an Encourager
Acts 4:37/Romans 12:1-8
This world is in need of people to encourage others. We will learn about what it
means to be an encourager, look at the spiritual gift of encouragement, and
examine the life of Barnabas who was a great encourager. We will also focus on
the powerful encouragement mothers give to their children.
Pentecost Sunday, May 20 : : 3 Lessons from Pentecost
John 7:37-39; 14-16; 20:22 / Acts 2:1-13
Pentecost is one of the big three holy days of the church. On this day, the church
was born of God, our mission as Christians were set, and the world’s greatest and
strangest fellowship began. As we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit we will be
challenged to fulfill the purpose of his coming.

A NOTE ABOUT COMMUNION AT CHARLTON CHURCH
At their recent meeting, the Ministry Council discussed the schedule for the celebration of Holy Communion.
While we will continue to celebrate the sacrament monthly, it will not necessarily be served on the first
Sunday of the month. Moving forward, the sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on a Sunday in
which it is most appropriate with the theme of the day and the pastor’s sermon. Because Pastor Les plans his
schedule well in advance, we will be able to communicate this information in the newsletter as well as the
weekly bulletin.
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The Blessings of Presence
Honoring Our United Methodist Vow
by Julie Dwyer
As part of The United Methodist Church’s Baptismal Covenant, new members promise to faithfully
participate in a local congregation through their prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. But how can
they go beyond the words they profess to actually living into these vows? In this second in a five-part
series, we’ll look at the ‘presence’ aspect of the membership vow and how United Methodists can answer
the call to serve Christ through the local church.
The Rev. Roy Hilburn knows the importance of being present in the local church and the community. When he
became senior pastor at Coharie United Methodist Church in Clinton, North Carolina, there were eight members,
the youngest of whom was 55.
Now, almost a decade later, membership at the primarily Native American church has more than quadrupled. It’s
often standing-room only on special occasions.
Early on, Hilburn encouraged his congregation to actively seek the lost in their midst. Doing so energized
members and attracted new ones, including young families. Those fresh faces added fuel to the fire and the
church extended its reach.
“We’re always looking to help those who are hurting,” he said. “That really helps us focus in on community. That
makes us look around and see who is in need around us.”
When United Methodists stand in the company of those in need, they
are living into their membership vows, specifically the promise to
participate in a local congregation through their presence. The pledge
also includes prayers, gifts, service and witness.

Young people worship at First United Methodist
Church in Baguio City, Philippines. The church has a
worship service on Sunday afternoons that caters to
the young and young at heart, said Dr. Neil Peralta,
chairperson for the worship committee.

“We usually think of presence as showing up on Sunday morning,” said
the Rev. Mark W. Stamm, author of "Our Membership Vows," a
Discipleship Ministries resource. “I’m all for showing up on Sunday
morning, (but) being present with and for God also may mean being
present with and for God in other places, with those who are ill or who
need advocacy or who simply are lonely and need someone to stand
with them.”

He said that often means being present with those who are absent
from church, and that’s not just the pastor’s duty. “That’s really the
whole church’s work — to be sister and brother with all those with
whom we’ve been united by baptism. If they can’t get to us, it’s our job
to go to them, and not just electronically. What we can do by internet, email and phone is wonderful, but there’s
no substitute for showing up. So much of discipleship is showing up,” Stamm said.
Hilburn shared the story of a family his congregation helped recently. A young mother was carrying her
paraplegic son, who was 8 or 9 years old, up and down the dilapidated stairs of their mobile home every time
she left the house. She then had to go back and retrieve his wheelchair.
She often did this three or four times a day. “It was really breaking her down,” Hilburn said. “Those steps were
not safe to walk on for a normal person, much less a mom toting a son.”
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The congregation quickly took action. They teamed with another United Methodist church in the area and the
Lowe’s Heroes program to build the family a wheelchair ramp.
“The mother was very grateful for what we had done. It has definitely changed their lives for the better. … (The
young boy’s) smiles said it all,” Hilburn said.
Elsa Aurora Escrivao Zunguze, a member of Malhangalene United Methodist Church in Maputo, Mozambique,
said she feels privileged that United Methodists are given room to act. She helps with a ministry called Solidarity
Soup that feeds the hungry each week.
“As we serve (soup) to the needy, I feel that the church becomes more involved with the reality that surrounds it;
on the other hand, the community begins to understand one of the
reasons why the church is there,” she said.
Dr. Neil Peralta, chairperson for the worship and scholarship
committees at First United Methodist Church in Baguio City,
Philippines, said he prefers a holistic meaning of the word “presence,”
one that “encompasses each person’s physical involvement and
spiritual formation.”

United Methodists in Maputo, Mozambique, serve soup
to those in need each week. "I feel involved with the
community when I participate in the Solidarity Soup
ministry, from cooking it to interacting with the beneficiaries," said Elsa Aurora Escrivao Zunguze, a member of Malhangalene United Methodist Church.

His church is active on both fronts through campus ministries, support
for families who have children fighting cancer, and spiritual outreach
with inmates, indigenous women and children, the homeless and
others. The church also hosts various fellowship groups within the
church.
“New members are encouraged to be part of a covenant discipleship
group where they grow in their relationship with God and with fellow
members and the church as a whole. … Our young couples minister to
one another as they face challenges in their life as new couples
strengthening their marriages and building families,” Peralta said.

The Rev. Taylor Burton-Edwards, director of worship resources for Discipleship Ministries, said the pledge to be
present also pushes members to ask the question, “Who isn’t here? Who aren’t we including that we need to be
including?” he said. “If the church includes people of all ages, nations and races, and our church looks like it’s just
one group, what’s going on?”
That was an important aspect for Hilburn as he looked to grow membership. He told his small congregation to
imagine the church being in the middle of a circle with a five-mile radius.
“Within that circle, you’re going to find white people, black people, Native American people, Hispanic people and
a mix of all of the above. If those faces are not represented in this church, regardless of the size, we are a dying
congregation. We need to have all of those folks sitting in this
sanctuary worshipping the Lord with us,” he said.

Burton-Edwards said that message goes beyond what the
congregation looks like on Sunday morning to include your individual
social network. That doesn’t mean what your Facebook page looks like,
he said, but rather the people in your presence on a regular basis.
“If you’re actually going to be fully participating in the ministries of the
church, that means your social network better look like that, too. And if
it doesn’t, take some steps to fix that.”

Julie Dwyer is a writer and editor for United Methodist Communications.

7

Members of Coharie United Methodist Church in Clinton, N.C., helped build a wheelchair ramp for a family
in need.

Spring Small Groups
BIBLE STUDY with PASTOR LES

HOT TOPIX IS GROWING (AGAIN)

Weeks of April 15 and 22

Chuck Kaufmann and other Charlton family
members invite you to join them for a
monthly dinner at a local restaurant where
we discuss what’s being highlighted in the
news and share our perspectives with one
another and how these issues affect our
lives. In order to accommodate a growing
number of people and their busy
schedules, we expanded to two nights a
month — the second Thursday of each
month and the following Tuesday. Each of
these dinners are held at 6:00 PM.

Pastor Les invites you to join him for a 2
week study on the life of Moses, a great
man of courage and faith. What lessons
can be learned about this historic ancestor
of our faith that make a difference in our
lives today? Come and find out!
For your convenience, the study will be
held at 3 different times: Sundays at 9:40
AM, and Tuesdays at both 10:00 AM and
6:30 PM.

A few people recently showed interest in
participating, but they do not like to drive
at night. Therefore, we’re going to start
holding a Hot Topix Lunch once a month
as well, on the first Tuesday at noon. The
location will be announced to those who
sign up on their Sunday morning
Connection Card.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
All the women of Charlton and their
friends are invited to join us for Life
Unstuck”, a Bible Study created by Pat
Layton. Taking a fresh look at Psalm 139,
Pat Layton invites you to imagine a life
where you experience peace with the past,
enjoy purpose in the present, and expect
the possibilities that the future holds. With
fresh personal tools and clear action steps,
she delves deep into the areas we get stuck
in the most and unveils the path to the life
you long to live.
Please join us on Wednesdays, March 7
and 21, April 4 and 18, and May 2 and 16
at 10:00 AM for an exciting time together
and experience ‘Life Unstuck.’ On the
March dates, plan to stay for the Lenten
Lunch at noon. Sign up on the connection
card or through the church office.
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Women’s
Banquet
Saturday, May 5
5:00 PM
Kid’s Night Out is our ministry to the children of
Charlton and the greater community. We have
been averaging 50 children each month. We are
always in need of volunteers to help us with this
vital ministry.

All women and girls
are invited to come and enjoy
a meal and program
created and served
by the men of Charlton.

Friday, April 13
Friday, May 11
6 to 8 pm
There will not be any Kid’s Night Out in March. Children
are encouraged to participate in our Easter Egg Hunt.

All seniors age 55 and older are invited
to join us for our monthly luncheon.

MEET’N’EAT

Tuesday, April 17 @ 12 pm
Tuesday, May 15 @ 12 pm

Everyone is invited to join us for our monthly
lunch fellowship at a local restaurant on the
fourth Thursday of each month. There are no
programs or discussions involved. It is simply a
time to share fellowship with other church
friends. If you would like to attend, but need a
ride, please call the church office.

There will not be a meeting in March

S a v e t h e D a t e ...

WOMEN’S
REST
RETREAT

There will NOT be a gathering in March.
Be sure to join us for our Lenten Lunch
or Dinner.
Thursday, April 26
Skyline Restaurant
7510 Allentown Boulevard, Harrisburg

Saturday, June 2, 2018

Thursday, May 24
Blue Ridge Family Restaurant
4408 Oakhurst Boulevard
(off of Linglestown Road)

9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Reflections on the Proverbs 31 Woman
Details to be announced
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I believe that God still speaks today ...
but then I hear people saying "God told
me ..." and continue to say something
that I find truly questionable. So how
do we discern what is truly God
speaking?

Ask the

PASTOR

I confess that when someone tells me that God

has told them something, I am very skeptical as well. It is easy to get our own feelings and wants
confused with what God truly is speaking to us. The bible speaks often of discernment, which is the
ability to decide between truth and error, right and wrong. We can all grow in the area of
discernment so that we can better know how God is speaking to us. As Wesleyans we often use
scripture, tradition, reason, and experience as the four ways to discern God’s voice. We can also
spend more time listening to God and meditating on his word. There are also good things to be
gained in realizing all the ways God can and does speak to us like through nature, other people, and
by reading the Bible. Overall, the good news is that God does want to speak to you, so through open
ears, humble hearts, and discernment we can truly hear God speak to us today.

I've always heard pastors, missionaries, etc. talk about their call from God. I
was recently surprised when I heard a co-worker mention that God called her to
her work (she's an accountant). What are your thoughts on that?
God can call us to all sorts of professions like being an accountant, pastor, lawyer, home maker, or
street sweeper. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “If a man is called to be a street sweeper, he should
sweep streets even as Michelangelo painted, or Beethoven composed music, or Shakespeare wrote
poetry. He should sweep streets so well that all the hosts of heaven and earth will pause to say, here
lived a great street sweeper who did his job well.”
God calls people to all sorts of professions, and he gifts all people to be in the work of ministry. God

may not have called you to be a minister, but he has called you to minister to others. We are to
share and show the love of Christ when we raise our kids at home, meet with clients at work, or sit
beside other students at school. 2 Corinthians 5:20 says, “We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as
though God were making his appeal through us.” Be an ambassador for Christ.
If you have a question for Pastor Les, please email it to newsletter@charltonchurch.org or turn
it into the church office.
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The word LENT has roots in both Old English and Germanic terms
for ‘springtime’, and is a season of soul searching and repentance,
considered by some to be time for a “spiritual spring cleaning of
the soul”. It is a season for reflection and taking stock. Lent
originated in the very earliest days of the Church as a preparatory
time for Easter, when the faithful rededicated themselves and
when converts were instructed in the faith and prepared for
baptism. By observing forty days of Lent, the individual Christian
imitates Jesus’ withdrawal into the wilderness for forty days.
Lent is an excellent time to practice the Spiritual Disciplines of reading the Scriptures, prayer, almsgiving, and
fasting. There is a reason these are called Spiritual “Disciplines”. They require a commitment of time and of effort.
The Spiritual Disciplines are practices found in Scripture that promote spiritual growth among believers in the
gospel of Jesus Christ. It requires action and not just a ‘state of mind’. There has always been a temptation to
amend these practices by updating them and giving them a new twist. And while some great ideas may have come
from this thought, we are highly encouraged to practice in the same manner that Jesus himself made them a part of
his life.

The Spiritual Discipline of Reading the Holy Scriptures ….
We are once again suggesting that you read the gospels during this season of Lent. In this schedule, it is suggested
that you take a break from the schedule on the Sabbath. You may want to consider reading them from a translation
of the Bible that you may not normally read. For example, you might use The Message, the Common English Bible
or the Contemporary English Version. If you would like to borrow a different version of the Bible, please see Chuck
Kaufmann, or you may find several versions online at www.biblegateway.com. Before you begin your reading, take
a moment to clear your mind from the demands of daily living. Then offer a prayer, asking God to open your eyes to
the reading of these holy scriptures, that you may experience them in a new and fresh way.
Wednesday, February 14 — Matthew 1-3
Thursday, February 15 — Matthew 4-6
Friday, February 16 — Matthew 7-9
Saturday, February 17 — Matthew 10-12
Sunday, February 18 — Sabbath break
Monday, February 19 — Matthew 13-14
Tuesday, February 20 — Matthew 15-16
Wednesday, February 21 — Matthew 17-18
Thursday, February 22 — Matthew 19-20
Friday, February 23 — Matthew 21-22
Saturday, February 24 — Matthew 23=24
Sunday, February 25 — Sabbath break
Monday, February 26 — Matthew 25-26
Tuesday, February 27 — Matthew 27-28
Wednesday, February 28 — Mark 1-3
Thursday, March 1 — Mark 4-6
Friday, March 2 — Mark 7-9
Saturday, March 3 — Mark 10-12
Sunday, March 4 — Sabbath break
Monday, March 5 — Mark 13-14
Tuesday, March 6 — Mark 15-16
Wednesday, March 7 — Luke 1-3
Thursday, March 8 — Luke 4-6

Friday, March 9 — Luke 7-9
Saturday, March 10 — Luke 10-12
Sunday, March 11 — Sabbath break
Monday, March 12 — Luke 13-14
Tuesday, March 13 — Luke 15-16
Wednesday, March 14 — Luke 17-18
Thursday, March 15 — Luke 19-20
Friday, March 16 — Luke 21-22
Saturday, March 17 — Luke 23-24
Sunday, March 18 — Sabbath break
Monday, March 19 — John 1-2
Tuesday, March 20 — John 3-4
Wednesday, March 21 — John 5-6
Thursday, March 22 — John 7-8
Friday, March 23 — John 9-10
Saturday, March 24 — John 11-12
Sunday, March 25 — Sabbath break
Monday, March 26 — John 13-14
Tuesday, March 27 — John 15-16
Wednesday, March 28 — John 17-18
Thursday, March 29 — John 19-20
Friday, March 30 — John 21
Saturday, March 31 — 1 Corinthians 15
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The Spiritual Discipline of Prayer ….
As all married couples know, communication is key to the success of any marriage. In fact, communication is essential
in any relationship. And it’s the same in our relationship with God. Prayer is how we communicate with God … not only
sharing the thoughts of our mind and heart with our Lord, but also being open to hearing his voice in our own life.
Jesus talked about praying to God many times throughout his ministry. However, it is very important to note that he
never said “if you pray”; he said “when you pray”. Jesus even gave us a model to use in our prayer life, which we now
call ‘The Lord’s Prayer’. A flier entitled “Living the Lord’s Prayer” is available in the cross hall outside the sanctuary for
you to use during this Lenten season.
We would like to remind you of two ancient forms of prayer that are being rediscovered and finding popularity in
today’s culture that may enrich your prayer life this Lenten season.

The Prayer of Examen
The Examen is a method of reviewing your day in the presence of God. It is a time of thankful reflection on where God is in your
everyday life. If practiced at the start of the day, you would reflect on the previous day; if practiced at the end of the day, you
reflect on the events of that day. There are 5 basic steps in The Prayer of Examen.
1.

Ask God for his light and grace to guide your prayer, that you may reflect on the day with God’s eye, and not merely your
own.

2.

Give thanks for all the blessings that you can see throughout your day.

3.

Review the day, taking careful note of any thoughts or actions that come to mind. Reflect upon your interactions with
others. Were there moment you wish you could change? Were there moments you would like to happen again?

4.

Ask forgiveness for those things you may have said or done that you may not be pleasant in God’s eyes.

5.

Seek God’s guidance for the day ahead. As you’ve thought about negative reactions to events of the previous day, consider
how you might react in a more positive manner. Consider if you need to make amends to someone in your life. If you
reflected upon a positive experience that lifted your spirit that day, consider how you can make that a part of your day-tocome as well.

Lectio Divina
Lectio Divina is a Latin term which means "divine reading", which incorporates the reading of scripture into our prayer life. For
many people, prayer has become a virtual “wish list” of what we would like God to do for us. We have become quite good at
talking to God. But we have not developed a discipline for listening to God in our prayer time. Lectio Divina is a way of reading
the Scriptures whereby we gradually let go of our own agenda and open ourselves to what God wants to say to us. While there
are many ways of practicing Lectio Divina, here are 4 basic steps.
1.

Read the Scripture. Read it again slowly and deliberately. Read it aloud. If desired, you may wish to read it in a different
version. The object is to read and re-read the Scripture and allow it to sink in and claim your focus.

2.

Reflect upon it. Take note if there were any words, phrases or portions of the Scripture that stood out to you are you read it.
If so, review those sections again.

3.

Respond to what you have read; let the Scripture inspire your heart to speak to God.

4.

Rest in the Word. This may be the most difficult part of the practice. Be still and be silent. Listen to what God may have to
say to you this day.

The Spiritual Discipline of Almsgiving ….
Almsgiving is a word that is rarely used today, but it is something that is part of the life at Charlton Church. ‘Alms’ are
money or goods given to those in need as an act of charity. If you would like to make Almsgiving part of your Lenten
discipline, you may want to consider how you can better support the Giving Grace and Helping Hands programs at
Charlton which provide assistance to those in need within our greater community. You may want to prayerfully
consider making a sacrificial offering during Lent. For example, forego eating out and donating that money instead.
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The Spiritual Discipline of Fasting ….
Of all the Spiritual disciplines, fasting is probably the least understood. Similar to Jesus’ words on prayer, he never said
“if you fast”; he said “when you fast”. This means that fasting is not just for Roman Catholics … it is a spiritual
discipline for anyone who wishes to grow closer to God.
The first premise of fasting is to think less of oneself, even to the point of making a sacrifice, in order to focus on God.
Jesus told us that when we fast we are not to make a show of it like hypocrites do. A fast is different than a hunger
strike; a fast is an act of devotion to God, while a hunger strike is a power play and a way of attracting publicity. So, if
you’re serious about practicing a Lenten fast, don’t go about bragging that you’re giving up chocolate or soda for Lent.
Remember, fasting is not about your giving up something so that you would be physically healthier in the end; it is
about sacrificing something as an act of commitment to grow closer to God.
It is important to note that a fast is a disciplined diet and not a total abstention from food. During a religious fast, you
still eat, but in a disciplined manner. Fasting and sacrifice does not mean putting your health at risk. It’s not a religious
test to see if God “has your back” if you refrain from eating for 7 days. This type of thought makes a mockery of a true
religious fast to grow closer to God.
Fasting can take on many forms, and only you can decide what is best for your spiritual and
physical health. It may be as simple as refraining from dessert, more involved such as giving up
one meal a day, or as intense as abstaining from food for 24 hours every week.
Fasting goes hand-in-hand with prayer. Fasting allows us to sacrifice a part of ourselves and
allows us to concentrate on something more important than our physical needs … that of our
relationship with God. So when you “give up” that dessert or meal, spend that time in prayer.
While the Biblical concept of fasting concerns food, there are other methods of fasting. Again, the
practice of fasting is not about becoming physically healthier. It is about becoming spiritually
healthier. It is about the discipline and sacrifice that you are making in order to grow closer to
God.
Our fast-paced and digitally-connected world has changed how we live our lives. While some of this has enhanced our
lifestyles, not all of it has been positive. It seems the more “connected” we are with technology, the less connected we
are with each other. You may decide that it is time to take a digital fast. You can decide that a cell phone does not need
to be answered every time it rings. (Some people remember the time that if you called someone and they weren’t home,
you had to wait until another time to reach them!) Perhaps you may want to refrain from checking your email after a
certain time. Some of you may want to go as far as to observe a “digital Sabbath”, a day of your choose to set aside and
“unplug” from technology. What would it be like to live a day without email, cell phones or the internet? What would it
be like to spend that day with family and friends … or better yet, in prayer?
Remember, the purpose of fasting … in whatever form you choose to observe it, is to become spiritually healthier and to
grow closer to God.

For further consideration ...
Being a ‘Christian’ literally means being “Christ-like”. In ‘church talk’, we even say that we need to be ‘imitators of
Christ’, to live as Christ lived. Today, the expression often asked is “What would Jesus do?” The answer to this question
can be easily found in the Gospels. Prayer and fasting were an integral part of Jesus’ life. What would Jesus do? Jesus
went up to the mountain and prayed all night. When was the last time you prayed for half an hour? Jesus fasted for
forty days and forty nights to prepare for his ministry. When was the last time you skipped lunch to spend time with
God? During this Lenten season, let us prayerfully consider the ways we can be Christ-like to improve our relationship
with God.
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ASH
WEDNESDAY
SERVICE

PRAYER
BREAKFAST

SANCTUARY
OPEN

February 14
7:00 pm

Saturday,
February 17
9:00 am

Wednesdays

Mt. Calvary UMC will join us
at Charlton Church as we
begin our Lenten journey
with a service of repentance.

Join us as we gather
in prayer and consider
how we can make peace
a part of our life.

Take some time
and spend it in prayer
in our quiet sanctuary
during Lent.

in Lent
9am to 6pm

LENTEN MEALS

LABYRINTH

Wednesdays
February 14 thru March 21
12:00 pm and 6:00 pm

Holy Week
9am to 9pm

Join us for a mid-week light meal and devotion
during the Lenten season at the time of your choice.
The focus of our devotional will be based on
Max Lucado’s “He Chose the Nails”.
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Candlelit - 6 to 9pm

As we prepare our hearts
to conclude
our Lenten journey,
stop by and walk the
prayer labyrinth.

PALM
SUNDAY
SERVICE

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
SERVICE

GOOD
FRIDAY
SERVICE

March 25
8:30 & 11 am

March 28
7:00 pm

March 29
7:00 pm

Holy Week begins
with the celebration
of Christ’s entrance
into Jerusalem.

Come and remember
the last meal Jesus shared
with his disciples
as we commune together.

The Lenten journey leads
to our remembrance
of the hours Jesus

PRAYER
VIGIL
9pm Good Friday
until
6am Easter

CELEBRATE THE

RESURRECTION
Sunrise Service at 6:30 am

Spend some quiet time
in the sanctuary
during the hours
Christ spent in the tomb.

Join us at Mt. Calvary UMC in West Hanover township
for our annual sunrise service and breakfast.

Easter Worship at 8:30 and 11 am
The Charlton family gathers for worship!
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“When the day of Pentecost came, they were
all together in one place. Suddenly a sound
like the blowing of a violent wind came from
heaven and filled the whole house where they
were sitting. They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to
rest on each of them. All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”

pentecost

Acts 2: 1-4, NRSV

We sometimes take the Feast of Pentecost for granted. We know about the upper room, the tongues of
fire, the preaching, the conversions of many … but what an incredible story!
Pentecost (Greek for “fiftieth”) has its roots in the Jewish Festival of Weeks, the 50-day celebration
following Passover. The disciples gathered in the upper room were observing the Festival of Weeks
when the Holy Spirit descended upon them in a great wind, with tongues of fire.
The story tells us that “devout Jews from every nation under heaven” had gathered in Jerusalem for the
feast; yet when the disciples came out of the upper room “speaking in tongues,” everyone could
understand them. Back in Genesis 11:1-9, when the Tower of Babel was being constructed, there was a
“confusion of tongues” and people were no longer able to understand one another. With the gift of the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the confusion is reversed—and people are once again able to communicate
with one another.
In many ways the fire of Pentecost is similar to the image of God’s refining and purifying fire that can be
found throughout the Old Testament. As the Holy Spirit descended upon those early followers of Christ,
God’s refining and purifying power gave birth to the new church.
Let it be so for Charlton Church! The family of faith known as Charlton has been faithfully following
where God has led for generations. And through the years, God has led us in many different directions.
And while some may think we are facing uncertain and difficult days, others have a sense of great hope,
feeling that God is once again using his refining and purifying power to build us up to do even greater
things for his kingdom.
Let it be so for Charlton Church! Bring on the Pentecost fire!

After the 8:30 and 11 am Pentecost Services,
be sure to join us for Spirit-Fest,
a concert presented by the Sanctuary Choir,
who will be joined by their family and friends.

Spirit-Fest
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Sunday, May 20 @ 3 pm
This is one concert you will not want to miss!

Spring is a busy time for our preschoolers. In March, we will
learn the joys of reading. Our annual read-a-thon allows
children to interact with books and stories in many different
ways. As Easter approaches, we will learn how Jesus died for
our sins. The warmer April weather helps us get outside and
learn about nature. Camping day is always a fun activity for
our classes. May is our last month of school. As Mrs.
Wagner’s class begins the transition to kindergarten, we celebrate our parents and look forward to
summer activities.
We are currently registering children for the 2018-2019 school year.
Encourage your friends, family and acquaintances with 3 and 4 year old children to come in and
observe our classrooms in action! We are also excited to announce that beginning in the fall, we will be
offering a 5-day class for our 4 and 5-year-old children. If you have any questions, please see Trish
Wagner for more information.
Here are some of our upcoming events at Charlton
Preschool:
On Wednesday, March 7, we will be participating in Read
Across America by holding our annual read-a-thon. We are
asking family, friends and church members to sponsor a
child. All proceeds will go towards scholarships, updating
classroom supplies and keeping tuition rates reasonable
for the coming year. If you would like to sponsor a child or
volunteer to read with the children, please see Trish
The 4 year old class visits Karns Foods to learn
Wagner or stop by the church office.
how to shop for healthy foods.

Spring sub sale: We will be holding an R&K sub sale this
spring. Keep an eye out for more information on your connection cards.
Join us on Friday, May 25th at 10:30 for our Spring
concert and graduation. The children will share their
favorite music from throughout the school year. We
will also be celebrating the graduation of our 4 year
olds as they prepare for kindergarten in the fall.

The 3 year old class work on a Winter craft project.

Don’t forget that the church sells gift cards for Giant
Foods, Karns Foods and Weis Markets to help
support the Charlton Preschool. You may purchase
gift cards on Sunday mornings at the Welcome Desk,
in the church office, or by contacting Laurie Smith,
who is coordinating this program. Checks should be
payable to Charlton Church.
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FACILITY UPDATE
Around 6:30 am on Sunday, January 7, Chuck Kaufmann arrived
at church to the sounds of an alarm and a rush of water coming
from the gym. After receiving a panicked phone call, Jim and
Marianne Eagle, and Mark Malone arrived to find that part of
our sprinkler system burst at the far end of the gym. This
caused major flooding in our gym, which then ran down to the
lower level.
Arriving for our morning worship service, several Charlton members pitched in and started cleaning up. By the
time the first service had concluded, a restoration company was on site to complete the removal of the water and
to set up the procedure for the drying out process.

Within a few days, our insurance carrier came to inspect the damage. The gym floor was deemed a complete loss
and would need replaced. The church has started the process of receiving several bids and should be making
plans by the time you are reading this newsletter.
Until the new floor has been installed, the insurance carrier has asked the church to restrict the use of the gym as
much as possible. We have been given permission to continue the egg making project since it is such a large
fundraiser for the church. Other small church-related programs can also be held. The gym is not to be used for
any type of sports activity, nor any program open to the general public, which includes our monthly Helping
Hands dinner.
Several members of Charlton have already been at work in the children’s wing on the lower level beneath the gym
to clean up and restore those classrooms, which included fixing some drywall, painting, replacing baseboard
molding and changing ceiling tiles. Special thanks to Sandy Bovard, Jim Eagle, Marianne Eagle, Jeff Garber, Al
Goss, Barb Goss, Mark Holmgren, Bruce Hoover, Kathy Hoover, Mark Malone, Pat Reiley, Bob Rhodes and Carla
Towsey for their time and effort in making this happen.

SOMETHING
TO THINK
ABOUT

An eye witness account from New York City , on a cold day in December, some
years ago: A little boy, about 10-years-old, was standing before a shoe store on the
roadway, barefooted, peering through the window, and shivering with cold.
A lady approached the young boy and said, 'My, but you're in such deep thought
staring in that window!' 'I was asking God to give me a pair of shoes,' was the boy's
reply.

The lady took him by the hand, went into the store, and asked the clerk to get half
a dozen pairs of socks for the boy. She then asked if he could give her a basin of
water and a towel. He quickly brought them to her.
She took the little fellow to the back part of the store and, removing her gloves, knelt down, washed his little feet,
and dried them with the towel. By this time, the clerk had returned with the socks.. Placing a pair upon the boy's
feet, she purchased him a pair of shoes. She tied up the remaining pairs of socks and gave them to him. She
patted him on the head and said, 'No doubt, you will be more comfortable now..'
As she turned to go, the astonished kid caught her by the hand, and looking up into her face, with tears in his
eyes, asked her: 'Are you God's wife?'
Does your life tell others that you are part of God’s family?
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What shall I return to the Lord for all his goodness to me?
Psalm 116:12

The people of Charlton take the stewardship of our time,
talents and treasure very seriously. There is probably not a
day in the year that some member of the Charlton family
isn’t volunteering their time, either at church or at some
program in our greater community. People are always finding ways of using their skills and talents to
help others in need. And in 2017, the Charlton family once again showed their commitment to
financially support our church’s ministry through their giving.
Here are some highlights of our general fund finances from 2017:
2017 Budget:

$ 370,695.30

2017 Actual Income:

$ 456,969.37

2017 Expenditures:

$ 356,288.14

2017 Mortgage Interest Paid:

$ 15,301.81

2017 Mortgage Principal Paid:

$ 100,300.00

MORTGAGE UPDATE
In 2017, we were able to double the
amount paid on the principal over the
previous year. This brings the
balance on our mortgage principal
down to $257,700.

It is very important to remember that the above statistics reflect our general fund, which covers our
budget, expenses and mortgage. These figures do not reflect our church’s commitment to missions.
As a church family, our congregation has collected and distributed $19,746 in mission giving. These
monies went to places such as Allison Hill ministry, Bethesda Mission, Charlton Benevolent Fund,
Charlton Preschool, Ecumenical Food Bank, Mission Central, Neighborhood Center, One Great Hour of
Sharing, Operation Christmas Child, Red Bird Mission, United Methodist Children’s Home, and
Volunteers in Mission.
The support of missions extends beyond what we do as a church family. Our Sunday School classes also
continue to provide support to the mission work at Charlton Church and around the world.
Bible/Challenge Class — $1,150

Journey Class — $700

Foundation Class — $600

JOY Class — $350

2018 MONTHLY MISSION SUPPORT
The following is the list of missions supported by our Mission Envelopes and Noise Offering.
January – Ecumenical Food Pantry
February – Giving Grace/Helping Hands
March – Bishop’s Partner & UMCOR
April – Allison Hill/Neighborhood Center
May – Foundation for Children with AIDS
June – Transport for Christ

July – Operation Christmas Child
August – Charlton Preschool
September – Someone To Tell It To
October – Benevolent Fund
November – Christmas Blessing
December – Bethesda Mission
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In spite of the interruption from the flooding of the gym, we are
well into Easter Egg season! We are hoping for another record
breaking year of sales and we need your help. We will continue
making the eggs each Monday through March 19. The last day
to order eggs is March 12.
If you have not helped before, here is a little overview of our
Monday work days. People come in anytime from about 8:00 to
lunchtime - come when you can - we stop for lunch at about noon and continue most days till about
2:00. If you have any questions, please talk to Laurie Smith, Barb Goss or Sandy Bovard. We also will
plan for at least 2 Saturday drive-thru egg sales this year on March 17 and 24. We are looking forward
to another great year. Come and join the fun and fellowship!

I’ve had a number of requests for the marinated mushrooms that were served after the Worship Arts
Christmas Candlelight Concert in December. So, here you go. Enjoy!

Marinated Mushrooms
48 ounces mushrooms, whole (or if very large cut in half)
2 sticks butter
2 cups sugar
16 ounces soy sauce, low sodium
1 1/2 cups water
1/2 cup cooking sherry
Wash mushrooms and cut off end of stem. In saucepan, over low heat, combine soy
sauce, water and sherry. Add butter and stir until melted. Stir in sugar slowly. Continue to
stir until dissolved. Place mushrooms and sauce in crockpot. Cook 8 - 10 hours low. Stir
every hour or so, if possible.
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“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone,
and especially to those who are of the household of faith”
Galatians 6:10

There are times in life when we simply are overwhelmed, and
something as simple as an unexpected meal can make all the
difference. The apostle Paul makes it very clear in his epistles that
the ‘household of faith’ need to care for one another.
Our Meal Ministry at Charlton Church is as simple as it sounds … providing a meal to someone in
need. Whether it’s the birth of a child, home from the hospital, serious illness, death of a family
member, loss of a job, or some other emergency situation … the Charlton family would like to help
ease your burden by providing a meal or two.
If you are in one of these situations, or know someone in need, please give us the opportunity to
serve and love you during this time. Simply call the church office or Marjorie Martin (717-545-8564)
and make us aware of the need.
If you would like to be part of what God is doing in caring for the physical needs of those in his
church, particularly as it relates to preparing food/meals for those in need, please contact the church
office.

STAFF RESTAURANT REVIEW
Lunch time in the office is always spent talking about church business and programming. So, from time to
time, the staff enjoy going out to a local restaurant for a change of atmosphere. Pastor Les thought it
would be a good idea for them to review the lunch spots and share them with you. If you have any restaurant suggestions, be sure to tell Pastor Les.

PHO LA VIE

6003 Allentown Boulevard, Harrisburg, PA 17112
This new restaurant recently opened next to Karns in Paxton Square.
It is a sit-down restaurant, where you are served by friendly staff.
Our review, based on a 5 point system:
Service - 3
Atmosphere - 3.8
Food - 4.3
Cost - 3.8
Some of the staff had chosen the Pho noodle soup, while others tried their entrees and vermicelli meals.
They do not have a kid’s menu. For a restaurant in a strip mall, it was surprisingly warm and cozy.
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A Methodist History Moment
Controversy, Communion, & Welch’s Grape Juice
You are probably familiar with Welch’s Grape Juice, but
you may not know it has ties to the history of The
United Methodist Church.

practice a biblical justification.
Most churches, however, simply continued to use
wine. Not only did it solve the storage problem, it
resolved another issue. Many believed the biblical
mandate called for the use of wine, and viewed the
sacrament as an exception to temperance.

In the 1800s, churches faced a dilemma. To combat the
epidemic of alcoholism, the temperance movement
advocated total abstinence from all alcohol. In
celebration of the Lord’s Supper though, the church
filled the communion chalice with wine.

Others claimed the wine used at the Last Supper
must have been unfermented — not a widely held
understanding today — and insisted on receiving
the same.

Substituting grape juice seems an obvious solution.
“For us today it is such common practice. We don’t
know any different,” explains Adrienne Possenti, church
historian at First United Methodist Church of Vineland,
New Jersey.

The sometimes heated
debate continued for
decades.

In the 1800s, however, that was no easy task. Raw
grape juice stored at room temperature—home
refrigerators were not available until 1913—naturally
ferments into wine. This caused a problem for
congregations not wanting to use anything containing
alcohol.

In 1864, the General
Conference of The
Methodist Episcopal Church
entered the conversation
when they approved a
report from the Temperance
Committee that
recommended “the pure
juice of the grape be used
in the celebration of the
Lord's Supper.”

No Suitable Alternative
One solution was to squeeze grapes during the week
and serve the juice before it fermented, but grapes
were not readily available to every church.
“Lots of churches just didn’t have communion when
grapes were out of season,” reports Roger Scull, also a
church historian at First United Methodist Church of
Vineland.

Thomas B. Welch, dentist
Four years later, Dr. Thomas B. Welch became a
communion steward at Vineland (New Jersey)
Methodist Episcopal Church—now First United
Methodist Church of Vineland—and vowed to
provide his congregation with an unfermented
sacramental wine.

Some creative communion stewards chose to make
their own unfermented sacramental wine. One recipe
called for adding a pound of hand-squashed raisin
pulp—dried grapes—to a quart of boiling water. Later
in the process, the “winemaker” was to add an egg
white. Doesn’t that sound delicious?

“He was so staunch in advocating not having
anything to do with alcohol,” Possenti states, “it was
reported that he didn’t want to even place his
hands on it.” Possenti sometimes portrays Lucy
Welch, Thomas’ wife, for schoolchildren and others
in Vineland.

Some churches substituted water for wine. Many in the
temperance movement declared water the onlyproper
drink. Jesus’ miracle of turning water into wine at the
wedding in Cana (John 2:1-12) seemed to give the
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Before moving to Vineland, Welch had served as a
Wesleyan Methodist preacher. Throat problems that
sometimes made it difficult for him to speak curtailed
that ministry. In this newly established community,
advertised as having a “healthful climate,” he opened a
dental practice.

Then, the 1880 General Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church approved two changes to the Book
of Discipline that may have been influenced by the
work of the WCTU and the growing popularity of
Welch’s Grape Juice.
The first change provided an option. Churches were “to
see that the Stewards provide unfermented wine for
use in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.” Alcoholfree Communion was to be available in every church.

Always interested in science, Welch wondered if Louis
Pasteur’s breakthrough techniques could be applied
grape juice. He experimented to find a way to keep
juice from fermenting.

The second change, however, made it effectively
mandatory, “Let none but the pure, unfermented juice
of the grape be used in administering the Lord’s
Supper, whenever practicable.”

In 1869, he perfected a juice pasteurization process in
his kitchen and began selling “Dr. Welch’s
Unfermented Wine” to churches preferring an alcoholfree substitute for Communion.

“By the 1890s,” one author reports, “annual
conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church began
including ads for Welch’s grape juice in their published
journals” (O’Brien 219).

Unfortunately, the idea didn’t take off. After four years,
Welch gave up this side
business.
Two years later, his son
Charles convinced him to
produce unfermented wine
again. Charles offered free
samples of the sacramental
wine substitute to churches.
He later published
temperance magazines that
advocated alcohol-free
Communion. He also
advertised the product with
lines like, “If your druggist
hasn’t the kind that was
used in Galilee containing not one particle of alcohol,
write us for prices” (Pinney 389).

Welch’s Expands

Temperance Movement Grows

Unfermented grape juice was born in 1869 out of a
passion to serve God by helping His Church to give its
communion “the fruit of the vine,” instead of the “cup
of devils.”

Charles Welch soon grew his new company beyond
the church. He marketed grape juice as a health tonic,
touting its medicinal uses. One advertisement
recommended Welch’s for typhoid fever, pneumonia,
and “all forms of chronic diseases except Diabetes
Melitus” (Pinney 389).
When Charles offered samples at the 1893 Chicago
World’s Fair, the popularity of Welch’s Grape Juice
grew even more. Before long, it was advertised as “the
national drink.”
Charles Welch summed up his dad and his life’s work
in his will:

At about the same time, the temperance movement
and their concern over using fermented wine for
communion, was gaining momentum.

Today, Welch’s is a multinational corporation offering a
number of grape and other fruit products. It all started,
however, with a communion steward in a Methodist
Episcopal church who wanted a suitable, unfermented
wine for Communion.

By 1876, members of the Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union (WCTU) were refusing to receive
the sacrament in churches using wine. The WCTU,
organized in 1873, consisted largely of women from
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Well-known
Methodist Frances Willard served as their first secretary
and second president.

This article was written by Joe Iovino at United Methodist
Communications.
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As probably most of you know, I love dogs. I’m sure there have
been times I’ve confused people talking about my ‘girls’. It
might take some time for them to figure out that I’m talking
about my dogs. Our beloved Raven is no longer with us, but
she is always in my heart. Her sister Liane has become quite
comfortable being the center of attention.
My love for dogs is why I enjoy when Rico is with us at Charlton
Church. As many of you may realize, Rico is a service dog with
Susquehanna Service Dogs. Darlene and Tom Furlong are his
handlers. Part of Rico’s training is to learn how to behave in all types of situations. So Rico often shows
up for programs at Charlton, and usually attends worship services as well.

I have noticed that Rico is quite popular with our church family. And while that is great, I do feel that it
might be worth a reminder that when Rico is present at church, he is usually “on duty”. And his job
when he’s on duty is to IGNORE everyone except for his handler. This is very important for a service
dog. In this way, they can truly provide the assistance that is needed to their “person”.
Please remember this the next time you see Rico. If you would like to greet Rico, please check with his
handler first. Darlene and Tom want you to enjoy Rico, but they do need to be sure that proper
procedures are followed so that Rico doesn’t get confused.
This is especially important when it comes to children. While some children may be shy around dogs,
other children will often right up to Rico to pet him. It is vitally important that parents and other adults
remind the children to keep their distance from Rico, unless they have been given permission to pet
him. Children should learn that it is never a good idea to go up to a dog that belongs to someone else.
This can be quite dangerous. Secondly, having them learn Rico’s job is a great lesson for them about
how dogs and other animals can be used to help people with special needs.
If you are unsure of when and how you can interact with Rico, please be sure to talk to Darlene or Tom.

I look up and I see God; I look down and see my dog.
Simple spelling G.O.D. Same words backwards D.O.G.

The would stay with me all day; I’m the one who walks away.
But both of them just wait for me and dance at my return at glee.
Both love me no matter what, divine God and canine mutt.
I take it hard each time I fail; but God forgives, dog wags his tail.
God showed up and made the dog; dog reflects a part of God.
I’ve seen love from both sides now; it’s everywhere. Amen. Bow wow.
I look up and I see God; I look down and see my dog.
And in my human frailty, I can’t match their love for me.
24

K.I.D.s CALENDAR

March
SUN 4 Children’s Worship
8:30 and 11:00 am
K.I.D.s Club
9:30 - 11 am

During the weeks of Lent,
Children’s Worship will be
offered during the 8:30am and
11am worship services. All
children ages 3 and up are
welcome as we navigate the
Lenten journey together.

SUN 11 Children’s Worship
8:30 and 11:00 am
K.I.D.s Club
9:30 - 11 am

SUN 18 Children’s Worship
8:30 and 11:00 am
K.I.D.s Club
9:30 - 11 am

SUN 25 Children’s Worship
Mark your
calendars for the
annual Easter Egg hunt.

Visit to Homeland

K.I.D.s Club has been busy
preparing a program that
they will share with the
Saturday, March 31
residents of Homeland
Gather around 10:30am for a time
on April 22. The
of family fun and photos with the
children have been
Easter Bunny. The Egg Hunt will
working hard preparing
begin around 11:00am. All children
a program of singing,
from infancy to 12 years old are
Bible reading and playing
welcome to participate. Please
instruments. If you would
feel free to bring your
like to attend the service,
friends!
please contact Carla.

8:30 and 11:00 am
K.I.D.s Club
9:30 - 11 am

SAT 31 Egg Hunt and Easter Bunny
10:30 am

April
SUN 1 Children’s Worship
8:30 and 11:00 am
K.I.D.s Club
9:30 - 11 am

SUN 8 K.I.D.s Club

9:30 - 11 am

SUN 15 K.I.D.s Club

9:30 - 11am

All are welcome to the
K.I.D.s Club Closing
Ceremony on Sunday, May
20 as we celebrate all that
our children have learned
this year. They will present
a program consisting of
songs, verses, and Bible
stories that they have
learned this year. We will
end by honoring all of
the children who will
move up into different
classes in the fall.

SUN 22 K.I.D.s Club at Homeland
9:30 - 11 am

SUN 29 K.I.D.s Club

9:30 - 11 am

May
All mothers are invited to a
Mother's Day tea held on May
13 at 9:30am in K.I.D.s Club
for a light breakfast and
program by the
children.
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SUN 6 K.I.D.s Club

9:30 - 11 am

SUN 13 Mother’s Day Tea
9:30 - 11 am

SUN 20 K.I.D.s Club Closing Program
9:30 - 11 am

2018 SPRING

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

Friday, 2nd - Sunday, 4th
Impact Retreat

Sunday, 8th
Youth Group @ 5:30 pm

Sunday, 6th
End of Year Party @ 5:30 pm

Sunday, 18th
Youth Group @ 5:30 pm

Sunday, 22nd
Mission Project @ 12 pm

UPCOMING SUMMER EVENTS
June — Vacation Bible School
July — Game Night at the Church
August — Swim Party at the Smiths
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Sympathy is extended to the family
of Dorothy “Dottie” Livingston, who
died on December 30th.
Sympathy is extended to the family
of Kerry Nelson, who died on
January 5th.

Sympathy is extended to the family
of Rev. Dennis Gable, former pastor
of Charlton, who died on January
6th.
Sympathy is extended to the family
of Sally Sheetz, who died on
February 2nd.

Dear Charlton Church family and friends,
We would like to thank everyone beginning with Pastor Les for visits, cards, prayers,
care and concerns over these last six months during Mother's (Dottie Livingston)
convalescing and recent passing. She was always so happy when Pastor Les and
church members visited, she missed being at church all that time.
We want to thank you also, for the beautiful memorial service and for all the kind
words shared about her life. A big thanks to Laurie Smith and all the volunteers who
made food and served the luncheon. It was all much appreciated.
Blessings, Larry, Debbie, and the Livingston family
I would like to thank you for your prayers, concern, and cards during the recent
illness and passing of my brother's wife, Marilyn Demmy. It's a great comfort
knowing my Church family cares so much for others.
Blessings, Debbie Livingston

To all my friends at Charlton,

What a ministry God’s Hands @ Work has been to Morning Star.
Thank you from the staff, and the clients. Our clients are so
appreciative that someone would make a homemade item for
someone they did not know!
God Bless, Janet Tanner and Morning Star

Thank you for the card and lovely flowers. It was a nice
surprise. It's nice to be thought of. God's blessings to all.
Love, Zoe Mumford
P.S. I like my new home!!

Thanks so very much for sending the hats/gloves and winter items
to the children attending school at Tri-Community Elementary. We
so appreciate your thoughtfulness. We will certainly be able to
make good use of the items, especially as the cold weather hits.
Tri-Community Elementary

To my many friends at Charlton Church,
Thank you so very much for all the prayers and cards and
flowers after my recent hip surgery. Thank you also to
Pastor Les for his visits and flowers.

Thank you for your gift received in November, of $3,274 to the
General Board of Global Ministries through The Advance, the
designated mission giving channel of the United Methodist
Church. We are please to share that 100% of your contribution will
support the missionary community in honor of Disaster Response.
Grace and Peace to you.
Roland Fernandes, General Treasurer
Russell Pierce, Exec Dir of Communications

God Bless, Frances Mummert
Thanks so much for the hats and gloves you so lovingly
knitted and donated to my children at Foose School. Your
kindness will long be remembered. Charlton's outreach
ministry is a blessing and is touching the lives of
many....and for that on behalf of my children, I thank you!

On behalf of the young people who live at the United Methodist
Home for Children, Inc, we gratefully acknowledge your
contribution of $694.50. Your gift means that the Home can
provide more than food, clothing, counseling and a safe
environment. For nearly 100 years, the U.M. Home for Children has
cared for central Pennsylvania's children, many the victims of
abuse and neglect. Your support fuels many of the Home's
programs, which puts and keeps this special group of young
people on a forward-looking path to success in school and life.
Gratefully, Daniel J. Brannen, President/CEO

Janine Scott
Thank you to all of you who were so generous in your
donations. Through the combined efforts of our
neighborhood and Charlton UMC, 175 coats and blankets
were collected!! These items were distributed at the
Helping Hands ministry and to students at Foose School in
Hbg. Adults and children alike were very grateful and
appreciative of your generosity. Wishing you a Very Merry
Christmas and a prosperous and healthy new year!!

On behalf of the board and staff of Neighborhood Center of the
UMC, we want to thank you for your gift of $687.50 in support of
our mission and ministry. Your gift comes at a critical time, as we
continue to provide a safe place for our children year round.
Thank you for helping us to fulfill our mission of Better Lives,
Better Community, Better Harrisburg.
Kyla Harvey, Executive Director

Steve and Janine Scott
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Rev. Dr. Les Towsey

C

Pastor
pastorles@CharltonChurch.org

Marianne Eagle

Director of Worship Arts
chuck@CharltonChurch.org

Office Administrator
office@CharltonChurch.org

Trish Wagner

Debra Hughes
Nursery Attendant

Caroline Allen

Marcy Miller

Administrative Council chairperson
churchcouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Mark Malone

Office Hours are 9AM to 3PM
Monday-Thursday, Closed Fridays

Charles J. Kaufmann

Preschool Director
preschool@CharltonChurch.org

Trustee chairperson
trustees@CharltonChurch.org

717.545.2000
office@charltonchurch.org

Ministry Council chairperson
ministrycouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Greg Smith

Finance chairperson
finance@CharltonChurch.org

Kay Lengle

SPRC chairperson
sprc@CharltonChurch.org

Want to keep up-to-date on what’s happening at Charlton Church?
Be sure to ‘like’ our page at www.Facebook.com/charltonchurch
28

