For March 1, 2020
FIRST READING: Genesis 2: 8-9, 15-18; 3:22-24

8And the Lord GOD planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man
whom he had formed. °Out of the ground the Lord GOD made to grow every tree
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of
the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

The Lord GOD took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and
keep it. *°And the Lord GOD commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every
tree of the garden; 1’ but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.

22Then the Lord GOD said, "See, the man has become like one of us, knowing
good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and take also from the tree of
life, and eat, and live forever" — Ztherefore the Lord GOD sent him forth from the
garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. *He drove out the
man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a sword
flaming and turning to guard the way to the tree of life The
Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM: The Tree of Life  BIERY
SECOND READING: Romans 5: 12-19

Through Adam'’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and
death, from which we cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God
graciously showers on us the free gift of liberation and life.

12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and
so death spread to all because all have sinned—*sin was indeed in the world
before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. ‘*Yet death exercised
dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the
transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come.

*But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. *And the free gift is
not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass
brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings
justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion
through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace
and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man,
Jesus Christ.

®Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s



act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. **For just as by the one
man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience
the many will be made righteous.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



