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NOTES FROM YOUR COUNTY GRANGE PRESIDENT
Nettie A. Kauffman

Inside this Edition:

First, and foremost, it is good to be able to get out amongst our fellow
Grangers and friends now that the COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted. To be
able to see smiling faces, instead of the mask, is a pleasure.
Our activities on the county level continue to involve all ages throughout
this up-coming quarter, not only within the Grange, but also other outside activities. Encouragement is being made to participate in these events that are
planned. Throughout the newsletter you will read about events that are fun for
everyone, Juniors to adult members, as well as volunteers needed to make certain
events successful for our county Grange.
Looking at the month of August, the Berks County Fair (Reading Fair) will
be held August 1 – 6, the Kutztown Fair will be held August 8 – 14 and Oley Fair
will be September 16, 17 and 18. I know members will be participating in these
fairs through showing of animals, entering baked goods or canned goods, showing
their agricultural talents with vegetables, displaying their handiwork with their
flowers or craft items and many more areas available to showcase your talents.
The Berks County Grange will also become involved with a fundraiser project at the Oley Fair in September. Please see the article “Fund Raiser with Oley
Fair” elsewhere in this newsletter. I encourage members of the Subordinate
Granges to help with this activity. Please note, one does not have to be a Pomona
Grange member to help – it is open to all Subordinate members!
After we have progressed through “fair season,” we will have other activities to participate in, such as the fundraiser Chicken Bar-B-Que event being held at
the Leesport Farmer’s Market on September 5. Here again, volunteers will be
needed – to sell tickets and help on day of event. An article with more information is located elsewhere in this newsletter.
Pre-Quarterly meeting will be held at Hamburg Boro Hall, 61 N. Third St.,
Hamburg on Monday, August 30 at 7:00 p.m. The regular county meeting will be
held on September 11 at 9:30 a.m. at Zion Lutheran Church, 354 Zion Church
Road, Shoemakersville. I know the Family Activities Department has scheduled
the Baking and Needlecraft judging during the regular county meeting (see article
elsewhere).
This year the Pomona officers will be conferring the Fifth Degree on Saturday, October 2 at 2:00 p.m. at the Virginville Grange Hall. I do hope we will have
candidates taking this degree. Please contact me (610-926-5389) or Jennifer Beamon, Secretary (484-769-4431) to secure more information on applying to become
a Fifth Degree member. (continued on page 4)

Please check website: www.berkscountygrange.org for current information. Jennifer Beamon, if needed, can post your events.
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Berks County Junior Grange News
County Camp News
Princess: Cadence Tempel
1st Runner Up: Alexa Davis
2nd Runner Up: Emma Seidel
3rd Runner Up: Samantha Davis
4th Runner Up: Chloe Shealer
Prince: Tyler Davis
1st Runner Up: Jaxon Seidel
2nd Runner Up: Logan Eisenhower
3rd Runner Up: Wyatt Koller
4th Runner Up: Jacob Schroeder
Mini Princess: Lillian Dusko
1st Runner Up: Carisa Schaeffer
2nd Runner Up: Savannah Beamon
3rd Runner Up: Julie Eisenhower
4th Runner Up: Ellie Schroeder
Mini Prince: Nolan Fayewicz
1st Runner Up: Clayton Davis
2nd Runner Up: Bryce Davis
3rd Runner Up: Cooper Shealer
4th Runner Up: Tristan Luckenbill
High Test Scores:
Tyler Davis
Samantha Davis
Nolan Fayewicz
Lillian Dusko
Thank you to all campers, helpers,
counselors and staff making this a
great return to camp!

2021 Junior Attendance Contest
In order to qualify, a junior member must participate
in at least one junior contest on the State level.
Beyond that, the juniors must attend 2 or events…
Upcoming activities:
à September Pomona (September 11)
à Fall Activity (September 25, hayride at the Krick’s
à Bowling (November 28, 1:30)

September Pomona
There will be a junior activity during the
September Pomona meeting. More details
to be released closer to the date.

*** Support the Juniors at Westy Bar
and Grill. Date TBD but will be in the
early-mid fall. Stay tuned for the date
to dine!***
State Junior Grange News
Congrats to Alexa Davis and Cadence
Tempel for making the state court
Congrats to Emma Seidel and Lillian
Dusko named as Group Superlatives.
Congrats to Samantha Davis for being
awarded high test score of her group.
All are welcome at our next Junior team meeting
October 4, 2021 at 7pm.

The Youth filled the Officer’s chairs at the June Pomona meeting.
President: Josh Mengel, Fleetwood

Vice President: Robert Kleckner, III, Fleetwood

Program Coordinator: Morgan Krick, Virginville

Steward: Avery Tworkoski, Hamburg

Ass’t Steward: Owen Stemko, Virginville

Lady Ass’t Steward: Megan Krick, Virginville

Chaplain: Isaac Mengel, Fleetwood

Treasurer: Jake Mengel, Fleetwood

Secretary: Jen Beamon, Hamburg

Greeter/Gatekeeper: Robert Beamon, Hamburg

Ceres: Autumn Tworkoski, Hamburg

Pomona: Lindsay Schroeder, Virginville

Flora: Erica Berger, Virginville

Bus Trip to Mackinac Island
Since the Pomona Grange is not running a trip this year, here is an opportunity for you to go on a trip which was on hold for the
past 1 ½ years. This trip in not affiliated with the Pomona Grange, but any grange member is welcome.
Place: Mackinac Island in Michigan, including Dearborn & the Upper Peninsula
Date: September 19-25, 2021
Cost: $1,070.00 per person (Double Occupancy)
Leaving from: Hamburg (place to be determent)
Includes: 6 nights Lodging, 6 breakfasts, 2 lunches, & 6 dinners, all tips. Water, snacks, and games with prizes will be offered while
on the bus.
Other places included: Henry Ford Museum, Lionel Visitors Center, Horse-drawn Carriage Tour of Mackinac Island, Jack Pines Lumber Jack Show, Oswald’s Bear Ranch, Tahquamenon Falls, Alpena Glass-Bottom Boat Ride, Ford Rouge Factory Tour, Rock & Roll
Hall of Fame, Tour of Cleveland, (optional: Kewadin Shores Casino & Horseshoe Casino)
There are only a few seats available. If interested, contact Jane at 610-562-2647 for more information as soon as possible.
Happy Travelers, Jane Reppert
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (continued)
As we approach the month of October, all Subordinate Granges should consider sending delegates to the annual State Session
beginning on Friday morning October 15 and concluding on Sunday, October 17. Registration for the session should be postmarked by September 15. A Registration Form was printed in the May/June PA Grange News magazine on page 21. A $10 late fee
will be charged for any postmarked registration received after the deadline date.
This event will be held in the King of Prussia area at the Valley Forge Casino Resort. The following information will help
your delegates get ready for this annual session in making reservations for nights of October 14, 15 and 16.
Host Hotel – Valley Forge Casino Resort, 1160 First Avenue, King of Prussia, PA 19406 .
The room rate at the Valley is $126.00 per night, plus tax (king/double). Book your room directly with the
hotel to ensure you get the Grange's group rate and that the host region gets credit for their contracted room
commitment. Book by calling the hotel directly at (610)354-8118 – mention Group Block Code: A1021GR –
PA State Grange and request rooms in the Valley Tower. Please indicate your room preference (king, double), the number guests per room, and supply your contact information (First and last name, Address,
Phone number, E-mail (if applicable) and a credit card to hold the reservation. A deposit of the first night’s
room fee + taxes will be charged to your card when booking, but it is refundable if you cancel at least 3 days
prior to your arrival date.
Reservations for rooms should be made prior to September 22 using the Grange Block code. Securing your room prior to
September 22nd is a cost savings for you since the cost will be increased on September 23. It is best to take advantage of the special rate for Grangers going to the convention. PLEASE NOTE: Going through another source to book your room will not be an
advantage to the hosting committee since there is a guarantee of having 100 rooms utilized during the conference. PLEASE book
directly through the hotel.

September BBQ
The Berks County Grange is doing a Chicken BBQ on Sunday, September 5 at Leesport Farmer’s Market from 11am-2pm, this is Labor Day
weekend. The meal will consist of a half chicken, baked potato, roll, applesauce, and a bottle of water. The chicken will be done on an open-pit
charcoal grill done by Two Guys Chicken. Each meal will cost $10 ($11
the day of the sale). The Family Activities committee is planning to hold
a bake sale.
We are asking Grange members to sell tickets and we are offering the
incentive of 1 free ticket for every 15 tickets sold. We know that it may
be hard for members to sell tickets, because of the distance to Leesport.
We are suggesting that you sell tickets, pick up the dinners, and then set
up a time and location closer to your customers.
Tickets have been distributed to the presidents, but if you’re having trouble getting tickets, please contact the
committee members for tickets.
Committee members; Michael Adams 610-562-5933
Fern Kulp

Nettie Kauffman 610-926-5389

610-401-6458

Henry Seidel

610-223-1082

THE ABSOLUTE DEADLINE FOR TICKET SALES IS SUNDAY AUGUST 15!!
The committee will be looking for help the day of the BBQ, please contact us and let us know if you are available, remember to SELL, SELL, SELL in order to make this BBQ a SUCCESS!!
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES by Jane Reppert
The past year and half have been very different for all of us. Now that
thing and activities are starting to get back to normal, I hope you are still doing
well and health.
I want to thank every grange and grange members who brought egg
cartons to our June Pomona meeting. This was a great success. The food pantries were thankful for them.
The Pomona Family Activity is going to sell baked goods and pepper cabbage at the Pomona Chicken BBQ on Sunday, September 5, 2021. We are asking each Subordinate Grange to donate at least 4 or 5 baked goods for this
project. The BBQ starts at 11:00 a.m. We would like if you can have the baked
goods at the Leesport Market by 10:00/10:30 a.m. if possible, so we can be
ready by 11:00 a.m. This is our only fundraiser, so please support it. The money is used to make many donations to non-profit
group over the year. We will also need help to get the baked good ready and wait on customers the day of the event.
I hope you were working on an entry or more for the State Grange Family Activities contests over the past several months.
The judging for the baking contest and needlework/craft contest will be held at the Pomona meeting on September 11 th, at Zion’s
Lutheran Church in Perry Township with the host being Hamburg Grange. I you have some entries, please bring them to Pomona
or see that you Family Activity chairperson gets them to bring to Pomona. I would like the entries there by 9:15 a.m. The baking
contest entries will be donations again this year to a volunteer group in the area.
The State Grange Family Activities will be holding their raffle drawing that they do each year. Hopefully, you will be able to
purchase a ticket or two for the drawing at a Subordinate grange meeting or I will have some at the September Pomona meeting.
You cannot purchase any tickets at the State Session. Tickets are $1.00 each. The money & stub or unsold tickets must be returned to the State Director by October 1st, so purchase your ticket early. The drawing of the winner will be done before State
Grange and the winners will be announced at State Grange.
Family Activities reports are due to the State Grange Director by September, 15 th.
The next pre-Pomona meeting will be on Monday, August 30, at the Hamburg Municipal Center at 7:00 p.m. Please come to
the meeting with ideas for the next year.
If you have any questions about anything, please call me at 610-562-2647. If I am not at home, just leave a message and I
will get back to you.

COORDINATOR 'S CORNER by Deanna Schrawder
Summer is here and so is the heat wave and the rain. As farmers adjust to Mother Nature and her work , we as the Grange need
to also.
Some are working their way out of the Covid -19 stress and trying to make it normal once again. Some Granges are succeeding
while others are having to regroup.
We as a group need to show how important and what a wonderful thing the Grange is.
We need to focus on families and now is the time , with Covid -19 , I believe that families had a sneak peek into what family orientation looks like , and we need to show families that it is very important to get back to that way of life. As we all know life is
too short
We have a great bunch of little ones and great bunch of youth as well and they are our future and we need to support them and
show them how important it is to rise to the occasion and keep marching forward and support our Granges.,
Reminder of Pennsylvania State Grange , October 15-17 Valley Forge
As we move ahead we need to understand that things need to change and things that worked before may not anymore , with
that said
let's work together and help each other to succeed at our goal to keep the Grange an important part of our everyday life.
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FUND-RAISER with OLEY FAIR
As we all know, the Berks County Pomona Grange eliminated
the Pomona Sale and now needs to find ways to fund our projects for
Community Service concerns as well as keep up with our regular expenses throughout the year.
The Oley Fair Board has approached Berks County Pomona to
help with one of the stands during their fair on September 16, 17 and
18, 2021. A committee met with the Board members and felt our
Pomona could provide staff to man the SOUP STAND (Vegetable and
Chicken Noodle) during the fair.
What does the County Grange get out of this? We will receive
monetary contribution from the Oley Fair. In 2019 when we helped,
the Grange received $900 for our treasury and even though we did not
help in 2020 (due to the Covid-19 issue) the Oley Fair was kind enough
to provide us with another $900 contribution to our organization (this
is what the Oley Fair does; spreads it funding to other organizations).
There will be a coordination of scheduling of volunteers from
all our Subordinate Granges in order to accomplish this task. Henry
Seidel, Michael Adams, Fern Kulp and Nettie Kauffman will oversee this project. This committee is seeking HELP from each of
you in order to properly run the soup stand during the fair. A time frame to help would be possibly 2 to 2-1/2 hour shifts each
day of the fair and only so many volunteers can be accommodated on each shift. Beginning at 9 AM to 10 – 10:30 at night
volunteers will be needed. If more volunteers sign up for a specific shift, they can be used elsewhere at the fair. The more
volunteers helping (either in Soup Stand or elsewhere) will provide more sources of income for our organization. Anyone who
helps will receive a car pass to get into the fair; pass will be kept and good for any additional time one volunteers.
At this time we are asking for volunteers. Please contact one of the following persons to let them know you would
be interested in helping and if you can provide information on specific time(s) that would be helpful.
Henry Seidel – 610-223-1082

Michael Adams – 610-562-5933
Nettie Kauffman – 610-926-5389

Fern Kulp – 610-401-6458

Volunteer dress for working would be: shorts/jeans, CLOSED shoes (preferably sneakers), no dangling jewelry, and
no tank tops. Some of these are requirements from the Food Inspector standpoint.
Encouragement is being made to ALL our Grangers (even if you are not a Fifth Degree member) to help make this
fund raising event for the Berks County Pomona Grange a success.

COMMUNITY SERVICE by Carlene
Kleckner
Hi everyone. Hope you all are staying safe and
healthy. Thank you to all that donated items and
money to the Animal Rescue League of Berks
County.
For the September meeting, we are donating to
the Hope Rescue Mission. Here is a list of items
that they need for MEN: socks, underwear,
tooth brushes, tooth paste, shampoo, t-shirts,
body wash and soap.
Please try to bring at least 1 item or monetary
donations will be greatly appreciated.
Hope to see everybody at meeting and stay safe
and healthy.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
AUGUST—NOVEMBER 2021
August 1—7 Berks County Fair
August 2—7 Schuylkill Fair
August 8 2021 State Session Meeting—going to visit the Valley Forge Convention Center
August 8—14 Kutztown Fair
August 30 Pre-Quarterly (Presidents/Family Activities), Hamburg Boro Hall, 7 p.m.
Sept. 5 Pomona Chicken Barbeque @Leesport Farmer’s Market (see article for further details)
Sept. 11 County Meeting @Hamburg, 9:30 a.m. (meeting will be held at Zion Lutheran Church, 354 Zion Church Road,
Shoemakersville)
Sept. 12 2021 State Session Meeting @Gouglersville, 2 p.m.
Sept. 16 Kutztown Grange Basket Bingo***
Sept. 16-18 Oley Fair (Pomona Grange is in charge of the soup stand—volunteer a few hours!)
Sept. 19—25 Bus Trip to Mackinac Island (see article for further details)
Sept. 25-26 Gouglersville Grange Tractor & Engine Show, 9 a.m.—5 p.m. Food will be for sale
Sept. 25 Kutztown Grange Pot Pie Dinner, 4—7 p.m. Cost $10 per person
Sept. 25 Junior Grange sponsored Hayride at the Krick’s
Sept. 26 5th Degree Practice, Virginville, 2 p.m.
Oct. 2 5th Degree: Practice at 1 p.m.; Presentation at 2 p.m. @Virginville Grange
Oct. 4 Junior Team Meeting @Ontelaunee, 7 p.m.
Oct. 4 Pioneer Grange Ham & Cheese or Turkey & Cheese Sandwich Sale*
Oct. 10 2021 State Session Meeting @Gouglersville, 2 p.m.
Oct. 11 County Officers & Departmental Chair Meeting @Ontelaunee, 7 p.m.
Oct. 15 ECHO deadline
Oct. 15-16-17 State Session, Valley Forge Casino Resort, King of Prussia, PA
Oct. 27 Legislative Meeting @Ontelaunee Grange, 7:15 p.m.
Nov. 1 Collate ECHO @Ontelaunee, 3:15 p.m. (Marion assists)
Nov. 1 Pioneer Grange Italian Hoagie Sale**
Nov. 2 ELECTION DAY
Nov. 7 Daylight Savings Time Ends
*Pioneer Grange: Deadline to order is Sept. 26. $3.50 per sandwich. Pickup at Pioneer from 3—5 p.m. Call Tammy to place
order, 610-463-7213
**Pioneer Grange: Deadline to order is Oct. 24. $5 per hoagie. Pickup at Pioneer from 3—5 p.m. Call Tammy to place order,
610-463-7213
***Kutztown Grange: Bingo starts at 6:45 p.m. Tickets $20. Call 610-395-3889 or 610-683-7975 for tickets

YOUTH REPORT
by Erica Berger

Our new 2021-2022
Youth Ambassadors are
Autumn Tworkoski from
Hamburg Grange, Berks
County and Ashlan Smith
from Elizabethtown
Grange, Lancaster
County.
Everyone who attended
Youth Camp this year
had a great time!

Some of the Junior Grange
County Camp winners that
were at the June Pomona
meeting.
Mini Prince, Nolan Fayewicz;
Mini Princess, Lillian Dusko
Trophies were not available
at the time of camp. So,
Jacob Schroeder, Ellie
Schroeder and Savannah
Beamon received their appropriate trophy.
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VIRGINVILLE GRANGE
On June 6th, 2021 the Virginville Grange Community Service Committee held a drive-thru fundraiser to celebrate dairy month. We had a beautiful day and welcomed the PA Farm milkshake
truck and the PA Potato Farmers delivered all the
donuts for us. We had over 200 cars come
through that afternoon. The fundraiser was a
huge success! We sold 550 pork barbeque meals,
524 milkshakes, and 183 dozen donuts. We have
already been able to give back to the community.
We were able to make a donation to the Arlan
Hoppes family who experienced a barn
fire. Thank you to everyone who supported us for
this fundraiser.
Please keep an eye out in future newsletters
for upcoming fundraisers or events we are looking
to plan.
As a committee, we continue to be very grateful for all of the support of so many grangers with
our fundraisers. Without your support we wouldn't be able to give back to the community the way
we are able to. Continue to reach out to any committee member with the names of any individuals
or groups that could use help.

BERKS HEIM NEWS

by Doris Evans

Greetings from Berks Heim.
Family visits, both outside and indoors were continuing, however on Tuesday, July 6th a staff member tested positive for
Covid. Visits were put on hold until all residents and staff were
checked. All non-vaccinated staff and residents are tested
once a week. Scheduled visits which are limited to 30 minutes
resumed after the testing. As the number of positive cases decline, they are slowly relaxing the restrictions.
The annual Heim Fest has been cancelled as well as all large
group activities, including church services. They are looking to
include some small group activities (8-10) people such as
Bingo in the near future, but most all activities are presently
held on the units. There is a two people per elevator rule, thus
it is difficult to transport residents to the auditorium for any kind
of small group event.
There are a few people volunteering to assist residents to meet
with family and friends for scheduled visits. All volunteers must
be vaccinated. If you are interested in volunteering, please call
Ann Gilmer at 610-376-4841, ext. 4. Help is needed and appreciated.
Please include our residents and staff at Berks Heim in your
prayers. Until all restrictions for Covid are lifted, the facility
must abide by many state and federal guidelines.

Have a great summer and we hope to see you
in person to enjoy some food and fellowship in
the fall!

2021 STATE SESSION
It’s hard to believe, but the 2021 State Session is less than 3 months away. The committee has been
working for over 3 years. I want to thank the Granges and Grange members that have been supporting
the 2021 state session, so far. However, the committee is still looking for goodies bag items, door
prizes, or any financial contributions that you personally can help with or you can visit any local
businesses to see if they would be interested in helping us to make this Session successful! Check
with your president/master for copies of the donation information, there is a letter to explain what the
Grange is and there is a form so that anyone that contributes can use the donations as a tax write off.
The 2021 committee has 3 meetings scheduled before session, August 8, we are visiting the Valley
Forge Convention Center, September 12 and October 10 we are meeting at the Gouglersville Grange at
2PM. The committee can still use some help, so if you would like to help, let me know or attend a meeting.
Check the PGN or visit the PA State Grange website, to get updated information concerning the session,
deadline for registration is September 15, the deadline for hotel reservations is September 22 to
lock the rate of $126/night, and there is bus trip scheduled for October 14 to visit the Independence National Park in Philadelphia.
Any questions call Michael Adams, 610-562-5933
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POMONA HIGHLIGHTS
The following are the highlights from the June 5, 2021, Pomona meeting held at Bernville Grange. Remember, it is always better
to have you in attendance so you can help in the making of the Pomona decisions.


The Youth conducted the meeting with Josh Mengel as the Youth President.



Pomona Picnic—looking for a new chairperson. Contact Nettie Kauffman if interested.



Go-to-Church Sunday was not well attended.



Fifth Degree Presentation at Virginville: Practice Sunday, September 26, 2 p.m. and Saturday, October 2, 1 p.m. Presentation will be held Saturday, October 2 at 2 p.m. Please plan to attend. It is more meaningful if we have candidates getting
the degree and people in attendance to view the presentation.



Approved Pomona’s State Session Delegate reimbursement policy (room, fee, banquet, gas, wear and tear of car) change.



Approved disposal of old treasury records and keep the past 7 years of records.



Support the 4-H Round Up in the amount of $400. Steve Mohn will bid on behalf of Pomona



Attendance: 19 Brothers; 28 Sisters, 5 Juniors and 2 Mini-Juniors. Total: 54



30 children attended County Camp



Looking for a new chair(s) for Tour Committee



Kutztown Fair will be planning special events this year—150th anniversary year



2021 State Session is looking for goody bag stuffers and door prizes



Lottery calendars: All but 6 were sold. Thanks to all who supported this fundraiser



County membership, as of 5/29/21: 1,007



Eagle Grange, 150th anniversary: Pomona will sponsor a $25 ad for their history booklet



State Grange has now relocated. They purchased a building in Mifflintown, PA



Richard Schaeffer, executive committee, and Ann Riegel, finance committee will be installed as newly elected officers.



Nettie & Irvin Kauffman will be the Pomona delegates to 2021 State Session



Milk and Gen Youth resolution approved



Budget/Property Taxes resolution approved



Labeling of Plant-Based Products as “Milk” resolution approved



Permanent Daylight Saving resolution approved



Permanent Identification resolution approved as amended



Where’s the Beef resolution approved



Bernville Grange 100th Anniversary Celebration was held for the day’s Literary Program. They also distributed a bagged
lunch to the members in attendance
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CONTEST CORNER
Please bring your completed contest form to the September Pomona meeting. You must be present to win!

NAME ________________________________________________ GRANGE ________________________________________

LABOR DAY ORIGINS

Labor Day is something we have celebrated all our lives. But how long has it been a holiday?

1. Where was the first Labor Day celebrated? ________________________
2. What year was the first Labor Day celebrated? _______________________________
3. What year did Labor Day become a federal holiday? ________________________
4. Which president made Labor Day a federal holiday? ______________________________________
5. What happened to assist in making Labor Day become a holiday? ________________________________________________
6. Who does Labor Day celebrate? _______________________________________
7. When is Labor Day celebrated? __________________________________
8. True or False...Labor Day was an official holiday in 24 states before it became a federal holiday.
9. There is a second "worker holiday", what is the name of it? ___________________________________________________
10. Who started Labor Day? _________________________________________
Answers to June questions: 1) 50; 2) white; 3) 7; 4) blue; 5) 13 colonies; 6) the union; 7) against flag code; 8) by burning;
9) no; 10) 6; 11) old & tattered, unfit to display. Winner was: Karen Mohn, Marion Grange.
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