L eague

of

W omen V oters ® of E vanston

THE INTERCOM
J anuary -F ebruary 2014
VOTING RIGHTS AT RISK AT LOCAL, STATE & NATIONAL LEVEL
– by Helen Gagel

with the Chicago Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights
Under the Law; Ami Gandhi,
Executive Director of the
South Asian American Policy
& Research Institute (SAAPRI);
and George Mitchell, President
of the NAACP Evanston
Branch.

The threat to voting rights is
not just a “southern problem.”
That was the message
delivered by a panel of
experts at a January 11 forum
on the Voting Rights Act. A
near standing-room-only
audience filled the community
room at the Evanston Public
Ms. Greenwood summarized
Library for the program, cothe effects of the US Supreme
Voting RIghts Panel Members L-R: George Mitchell, Ruth
sponsored by the LWV of
Court’s 2012 ruling in Shelby
Greenwood, Ami Gandhi, Evonda Thomas-Smith
Evanston; Delta Sigma Theta
County v Holder, which
Inc., ENSA; NAACP Evanston
overruled Section 5 of the 1965
Branch; and the YWCA Evanston-North Shore.
Voting Rights Act. That Section—which had been renewed
twice by overwhelming majorities in Congress—required
Moderator Evonda Thomas-Smith opened the meeting and
jurisdictions with a history of voting discrimination to submit
cited a sobering statistic: voter turnout in the 2009 Evanston
any changes to their election procedures to the Department
municipal election was only 21%. She urged attendees to work
of Justice or the federal court in Washington, DC for
to improve that turnout in the upcoming March primary, which
“preclearance” before the changes could be put into effect.
will include a referendum on dissolution of Evanston Township
(the LWV will host a forum on that issue on March 1—details
The Shelby decision set off a flurry of activity in state
in article below).
legislatures to enact voting restrictions (photo ID, proof of
Serving on the panel were Ruth Greenwood, an attorney

continued on page 6

LWVE WORKS ON TOWNSHIP REFERENDUM
– by Betty Hayford
A referendum to dissolve Evanston Township will be on the
ballot in March, and LWVE is actively engaged in providing
information to voters on the issue. The Board and the Local
Government Committee have encouraged city officials
to explain how the city would provide Township services
and have developed a plan to disseminate facts on the
implications of the referendum.
The League will sponsor a meeting on Saturday, March 1
at 10:00 am, to inform the community about Township
services and how the City is currently and will continue to
administer them if the referendum passes. The meeting will
be at Evanston Township High School, Room N112, and will
present a panel to explain Township services, particularly
the distribution of General Assistance and assistance to
property owners in property tax appeals. Although some

Evanston residents fear that dissolution of the Township
would mean the end of these programs, the State Law
allowing the referendum requires that all Township services
be transferred to the City.
The League effort to ensure that voters have full information
began in October with a letter to the City Manager and
City Council asking specific questions about the impact of
the vote on services, funding, staffing and accountability.
City Manager Bobkiewicz provided a full reply which was
widely distributed, and met with League representatives
in December to get suggestions for additional action. He
asked the League to advise him and Council on how to
inform voters.
The League has developed a Fact Sheet to distribute at the
continued on page 4

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear League Friends,
Happy New Year to all of you! I hope the holidays gave you a time to relax and
rejuvenate.
2014 promises to be an interesting and important year for Evanston and Illinois.
There are four major issues that will occupy us as League members and citizens
in the coming year. They are the:
• Forum on the Voting Rights Act on January 11
• Vote on the Evanston Township dissolution on March 18
• Independent map campaign
• Fair and graduated tax initiative (both of the last items need
action by the state legislature before May 4)
Each of these issues has a dedicated group of League members working to see
them accomplished.
The Voting Rights forum is being planned by four community organizations,
the LWVE, the NAACP Evanston chapter, the YWCA of Evanston and the North
Shore, and the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority ENSA. The Forum was held on
Saturday, January 11 at the Evanston Public Library from 2-4 PM. The panel
of speakers were Ruth Greenwood, Attorney, Chicago Lawyers’ Committee
for Civil Rights Under Law; George Mitchell, President, NAACP- Evanston
Branch; Ami Gandhi, Executive Director, South Asian American Policy and
Research Institute. The critical issue of voter suppression particularly in view of
the Supreme Court decision in 2013 that struck down Section 4 of the Voting
Rights Act was the focus for the panel member’s comments.
The Local Government committee has prepared a fact sheet on the township
referendum that will be on the March ballot. The fact sheet is being checked
and revised by a number of individuals throughout the Evanston community
and will be widely distributed in the next month. There is a question and answer
session scheduled for 10 am Saturday, March 1 at Evanston Township High
School, Room N112.
There is a state-wide initiative to create an independent board to manage
the redistricting of the state after every census. As League members we are
helping to collect some of the required 300,000 eligible voter’s signature so the
measure will be on the November 2014 ballot. If you would like to help with
the collection of signatures please contact me for petitions and instructions.
The deadline for the signatures is May 4, 2014.
The fourth issue, a fair and graduated income tax for Illinois, requires legislative
action and we are committed as the Evanston and Illinois Leagues to educate
and spread information on this much needed reform. If other organizations
of which you are a member would benefit from hearing a presentation and
information on the graduated tax structure please contact League member
Kathy Tate-Bradish who is leading the effort in Evanston.
There is much to do and you are a vital part of these efforts to inform, reform
and bring forward these measures in Evanston and Illinois. Please plan on
being part of the process and if you are already helping many thanks for your
continued efforts on behalf of the League and your fellow citizens!
Wishing you all health, happiness and good-citizenship for 2014,

Cate
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WHAT SHOULD THE LWVE DO NEXT YEAR? YOU DECIDE
by Karen Telser

“Positions” are formal League
stances, taken only after thorough
study followed by approval through
a consensus process to which
the entire membership is invited.
Positions are broad in scope so as
to support a wide range of possible
education and advocacy initiatives.

Every year at our spring ANNUAL
MEETING, LWVE members vote
on the proposed budget and slate
of officers for the coming fiscal year
(July through June). But we also
vote on the proposed focus of our
activities for the next year: the issues
and efforts on which we will spend
our time, creativity, and energy as an
organization dedicated to supporting
democracy. In League terminology,
that plan will be our “program” for
the 2014-2015 LWVE year.

The program-planning meeting is
one of the most energizing and
relevant events of the League
year. It gives all members the
opportunity to voice their thoughts
and opinions about the importance of specific issues, and
it also serves to update us on current state and local issues.

Each local League annually defines its own program, based
on issues its members choose. The resulting efforts might
include conducting research, presenting educational
programs, sending letters to elected officials, working
with governmental bodies, sending Letters to the Editor,
organizing or joining rallies, initiating e-mail campaigns,
undertaking in-depth studies, and/or other forms of learning,
teaching, and advocating.
At the 2013 Annual Meeting, we voted to focus on the
following issues in the 2013-2014 year:
• Economic Development in Evanston: procedures,
priorities, goals, measures of success, and other facets
• Potential dissolution of Evanston Township government:
properly educating residents so they can make informed
decisions when they vote on this next March
• Implementing an Illinois Fair and Graduated Rate Income
Tax, a state-wide issue on which several Illinois Leagues
are collaborating
• Climate Action Campaign for reducing emissions,
turning increasingly to “green” power, and reducing our
carbon footprints
As you review our speaker events and other community
activities for this League year, you will see that many of them
resulted from this year’s local program initiatives.
HOW A LOCAL PROGRAM IS SELECTED
The entire membership is invited to attend a programplanning meeting, usually in late winter, to brainstorm,
discuss, and finally select issues on which to focus over the
coming year. As part of the process, issues pending in the
City of Evanston and in Springfield are summarized and
positions currently held by our League, the Illinois League,
and the national League are reviewed.

GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOPING A LOCAL PROGRAM
• The number of issues that our League might be eager
to address could be large – too large to be successfully
managed by the number of available members, days,
and dollars. From past experience we have learned that
it is best to select no more than a few issues.
• The issues selected should be timely, deemed as highpriority, and feasible for our membership to tackle.
• Any issues we choose to focus on must be in support of
existing League positions.
• A new position can be developed over the LWVE
year, but only if a sufficient number of members are
committed to undertaking a thorough study of the
issue, to presenting it to the membership at large, and
to leading the membership through the consensus
process. Studies do incur expenses, so funding is usually
a consideration.
More Program Planning Meeting information on page 4

2014 NOMINATING
COMMITTEE STARTS
WORK IN FEBRUARY!
Are you interested in becoming a member of the
Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of
Evanston? If you would like to become more involved
with planning our League’s activities for the 20142015 year, please contact Dona Gerson, Chair of the
Nominating Committee, at dsgerson@mc.net.
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LET’S PUT THE 2015 ED FUND
DINNER ON THE TABLE!

Program Planning Meeting continued from page 3
PLEASE HELP US SELECT NEXT YEAR’S LOCAL
PROGRAM ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22!
Join us as we meet to determine our focus for 2014-2015.
The experience will make you proud to be a League member.

by Helen Gagel & Patrick Keenan-Devlin
We are pleased to serve as co-chairs of the biennial LWV
Evanston Education Fund dinner, to be held in the spring
of 2015. This event has a proud tradition of featuring lively
and informed discussion of local, state and national issues,
while raising money for the LWV Education Fund. The Ed
Fund supports civic education materials, League studies,
and Voter Service activities in our area. Some recent
examples of activities supported by the Education Fund
were the candidate forums in the 2012 elections and the
celebration of 100 years of Illinois women voting.
As we start planning the 2015 dinner, we are looking for new
ways to maintain the focus on issues, raise lots of money
for voter education activities, AND have fun! We’re looking
for a few good Leaguers to join us on the 2015 dinner
committee. We will schedule our first planning meeting
in the near future. We’ll announce it via the LWV e-mail
blast, but in the meantime, we’re happy to take names of
interested parties. And if you have ideas for how to put
some new spark into the event, we want to hear from you!
Helen Gagel hcgagel@comcast.net or 847-275-0326
Patrick Keenan-Devlin keenan.devlin@gmail.com
or 312-401-5829

EVENT

All-member meeting to determine the local
program for the 2014-2015 LWVE Year

DATE

Saturday, February 22

LOCATION

The home of: Eleanor & Bill Revelle
2815 Lakeside Court, Evanston 60201

TIME

9:00 am to 12:15 pm
SCHEDULE DETAILS:
9:00-9:30 am Arrive, get a cup of coffee or
tea, and chat with other members
9:30-11:30 am Listen, absorb, discuss and
decide on next year’s local program
11:30 am-12:15 pm Enjoy a tour of
Eleanor & Bill’s home

BONUS!

After the meeting, you’re invited to
tour Eleanor and Bill’s remarkable and
remarkably energy-efficient home.
It is, to quote the American Institute
of Architects, a “two-and-a-half-story,
modern shingle- style house [that]
takes full advantage of the dramatic
lake views and incorporates
numerous artistic elements while
maximizing energy-efficiency.”

BRING

Your interest, curiosity and love of
democracy.

RSVP

Karen Telser, 847-866-8466 or
kftelser@att.net no later than
Wednesday, February 19

Township Referendum continued from page 1
March 1 meeting, and more widely to other venues. We
have asked that each Alderman meet with constituents to
answer questions on the changes. Township operations
have already moved to the Civic Center, and the resignation
of newly elected Supervisor Gary Gaspard in October has
led to the appointment of City Manager Bobkiewicz as
Interim Supervisor.
Strong emotions were expressed on the value of the
Township at a special meeting in December, and the
League is committed to helping voters get the facts as
they approach the March 18 election. League members
are encouraged to attend the March 1 meeting and bring
neighbors and friends. Anyone who would like to help
with the process should contact President Cate Whitcomb
at lwvepresident@gmail.com.

Fish & Fetish presentation - Mary Kingsley as portrayed by
Betsey Means of WomanLore
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LWV COOK COUNTY REMAINS ACTIVE
by Betty Hayford
All of us in the Evanston League are
also members of LWV of Cook County.
LWVCC has been busy this fall, and
anticipates more activities this spring.
All County Commissioners, including
our Commissioner Larry Suffredin, are
facing re-election, and Cook County
Board President Toni Preckwinkle
and other elected officials will also
be on the ballot. The LWVCC Voter
Service Committee will be preparing
a Voters’ Guide with information about the offices to be
elected and the candidates.
One tool for evaluating the quality of county services is
the STAR Performance Management System established
by Board President Preckwinkle to establish quantitative
measures of performance in each department. LWVCC has
been working since the summer to understand how the
program works and whether it helps evaluate and improve
Cook County operations. A committee has reviewed the
quarterly STAR reports, met with President Preckwinkle’s
staff to learn how they use them, and talked with several
Commissioners about how the reports can assist the Board in
its budget deliberations. This project promotes the LWVCC
goals of gaining deeper understanding of County operations,
provides a specific framework for encouraging active Cook
County Board oversight of elected and appointed officials,
and enhances the League reputation for monitoring County
government and educating county residents.
The League has also been following the multi-faceted
discussions in the press on the criminal justice system. The

large Cook County jail population is
a major cost to the county, and since
many prisoners are awaiting trial for
non-violent offenses, may not be
an effective way of ensuring justice.
One issue is that responsibility for
criminal justice is divided among
several elected offices, including
the Sheriff and the State’s Attorney,
and the judicial system headed by
Chief Justice Evans. The League will
be looking more closely at how the
system is working and urging officials
to consider how they might collaborate more effectively to
improve the situation and reduce costs.
In November, the League continued its program of
arranging visits to County offices so we can have a better
understanding of what our County does. A group visited
the Cook County Medical Examiner’s Office, which has the
responsibility to determine the manner of death after the
cause of death is determined, and buries unclaimed bodies.
The office still maintains paper records, and is planning
to convert to an electronic death certificate system this
spring. Because Cook County is the most populous county
in Illinois, the Medical Examiner’s Office is much busier
than the Coroner Offices in other counties. Of the 40,000
deaths in Cook County each year, about 500 each month
need to be investigated to determine the manner of death.
All members of LWVE are welcome to get involved in
LWVCC activities. Interested individuals can contact
Betty Hayford ehayford@gmail.com or Karen Hunt
khunt@firstbt.com, members of the LWVVCC Board,
for more information.

INDEPENDENT REDISTRICTING FOR ILLINOIS
LWVE Evanston is working with the LWV of Illinois on a
major reform of our political environment. Within a broader
coalition of reform groups YES for INDEPENDENT MAPS,
we are working on a ballot initiative for November 2014 to
amend the Illinois Constitution to establish an independent
and transparent redistricting system to replace the current
partisan process controlled by the Illinois legislature.
The change process is complex. 300,000 valid signatures
must be obtained by May to get a referendum on the
November ballot. Many more signatures must be gathered
on petitions to ensure the proper number of valid signatures.
League members are taking petitions through their buildings,

to churches, to other meetings, to train stations and coffee
shops and elsewhere to get the right number. Petitions are
being circulated all over Illinois.
The new system will take redistricting out of the hands
of politicians and create a more transparent system of
redistricting after every census. The Commission will be
selected in open, public meetings, may not include current
office holders, and must follow objective, not political
guidelines.
League members who want to get involved can contact
President Cate Whitcomb lwvepresident@gmail.com.
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Voting Rights continued from page 1
citizenship, restrictions on registration drives and early voting),
and executive actions to purge voting rolls and make it harder
for ex-felons to vote. Ms. Greenwood cited several examples
of newly restrictive laws:
•

Texas: a gun license is an acceptable photo ID,
but a student ID is not

•

North Carolina: photo ID required, same-day
registration eliminated, early voting period reduced

•

Indiana: challengers may demand proof of identification

On a more optimistic note, Ms. Greenwood concluded, some
states are enacting positive reforms to expand voter access.
Here in Illinois,17-year-olds will be allowed to vote in the March
primary, so long as they will turn 18-before the November
general election.
Ms. Gandhi described SAAPRI’s education and advocacy
work with Cook County’s South Asian communities. A
1975 amendment to the Voting Rights Act added language
minorities to the populations covered by the act. Section 203
requires printed and oral assistance for people who are not
proficient in English. In Cook County, ballots are printed in
Spanish, Mandarin Chinese and Hindi. Ms. Gandhi stressed
the need for volunteers, especially people with language skills,
as only about one third of the people who needed assistance
were served in the 2012 election.
Mr. Mitchell said voter suppression is not unheard of in
Evanston. He cited a proposed ward-redistricting map that
would have diluted the African American majorities in the
2nd and 5th Wards. The community came together to “turn it
back,” he said. In the wake of the Shelby decision the national
NAACP called a summit meeting that led to a “report card”
on every member of Congress. The Illinois report card will
be ready soon, he said. The NAACP also has a voter access
network available to voting rights advocates. “There are
other factors besides the will and the willingness to vote,”
Mr. Mitchell stated. “There is an affluent Evanston and a nonaffluent Evanston.” Keeping early voting, absentee voting
and other options alive is crucial for people whose jobs or
life circumstances make it difficult for them to vote in person
on election day. He concluded by saying that, important as
national elections are, “our local elections impact us more.”
Questions from the audience focused on how to boost voter
registration and turnout. Panelists offered these suggestions
and observations:
Work to get more 18-24-year-olds registered to vote. Use
technology and social media to inform and educate. Research
shows that peer-to-peer engagement is the most effective
tool for getting non-voters to the polls. Form coalitions at the
community level. Volunteer to assist people with disabilities
and language issues.

Voting Rights Program Committee Members L-R: Eileen
Heineman, Geri Sizemore, Elizabeth Kinney, Evonda ThomasSmith, Jean Murphy, Karen Hunt, Betty Hayford, Eleanor Wick

In response to question as to what is the most immediate threat
to voting rights, Mr. Mitchell said “apathy.” Ms. Greenwood
cited online registration snafus could disenfranchise some
voters. Ms. Gandhi said the undue influence of money in
campaigns.
The program concluded with a call to action from Eileen
Heineman of the YWCA, who urged attendees to “leverage
your individual power” by educating yourself and your
peers. Attend candidate and issues forums. Work in your
neighborhood to increase voter turnout in your ward. Become
a deputy registrar or election judge.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
The Lawyers’ Committee, the Brennan Center for Justice and
the NAACP are good sources of information about the history
and impact of the Voting Rights Act and the Shelby decision.
www.lawyerscommittee.org
www.brennancenter.org www.naacp.org

MISSION STATEMENT
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan
political organization, encourages informed
and active participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major
public policy issues, and influences public
policy through education and advocacy.
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LWVE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday, February 1 ~ 8:30 am - 3:00 pm
LWVIL ISSUES BRIEFING
University Center Lake Room, 525 S. State Street
in Chicago Download registration:
www.lwvil.org/uploads/1/5/9/8/15985276/issues_
briefing_january_13_2014_email.pdf
Saturday, February 22, 2014 - 9:00 am
LWVE LOCAL PROGRAM PLANNING MEETING
Eleanor Revelle Residence Details on pages 3 & 4
Monday, February 24 ~ 12 noon 11:30 am check-in
THE 2014 MIDTERM ELECTIONS: PRIMARIES,
PERSONALITIES, POPULISTS AND PROGRESSIVES
Jim Kenney, Executive Director, Common Ground
The Mather, 425 Davis Street, Evanston. Cost: $20.00
Saturday, March 1 ~ 10:00 - 11:00 am
COMMUNITY FORUM ON THE EVANSTON
TOWNSHIP BALLOT REFERENDUM
Evanston Township High School, Room N112
1600 Dodge Avenue in Evanston
EVENTS COMING SOON:

2014 LWV Evanston Progressive Dinner
Proceeds Support LWVE Operating Fund
All programs are free unless otherwise noted.
For more information call 847-866-7844 or visit
www.lwve.org and click on link to Calendar.

LWVUS PROMOTES VOTING
RIGHTS AMENDMENT
RESTORATION
- by Betty Hayford
LWVUS President Elizabeth MacNamara recently reported
that a bi-partisan bill to restore and repair the Voting
Rights Act has been introduced in Congress. The bill,
co-sponsored in the House by James Sensenbrenner (RWI), John Conyers (D-MI), Bobby Scott (D-VA), and John
Lewis (D-GA), was carefully crafted to protect the rights
of all voters from discrimination and reverse the damage
inflicted by the June 2013 Supreme Court decision on
Shelby v. Holder.
MacNamara calls the bill “a well balanced and
reasonable approach to tackling the very real problem
of discrimination ... at the ballot box.” She noted that
immediately after the Supreme Court decision numerous
cities and towns changed their electoral laws and voting
processes in ways that may prevent eligible voters from
casting a ballot.
MacNamara urged all League members to contact their
elected representatives in Congress and encourage them
to support this measure. Swift action is needed during
this election year. The legislation addresses many of the
issues that were highlighted in the Voting Rights Act
Forum that the LWVE sponsored at the Evanston Public
Library on January 11.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
– by Casey Christensen
We had a wonderful new member reception
on December 12 at the John Evans Alumni Center where we
heard a lecture by Mary Kingsley a 19th century explorer.
Thanks to all who braved the cold to join us for this unique
event! Then on December 17th a few of us donned Santa hats
and wrapped presents at Barnes and Noble for the day. It was
a great opportunity for the League to show our presence in the
community. In addition to looking festive, we passed out our
Elected Officials Directory and candy canes with the League
phone number and website. It was a successful day for making
our League visible during the busy holiday season.
New LWVE Members L-R: Doris Graber, Pearl Rich & Lois Taft
(standing with “Mary Kingsley, Fish & Fetish” second from right)

Our membership remains strong with 179 members. There
are still 19 of you who have yet to renew and I’ll be in touch
with you before the end of January.
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WHAT’S UP IN ILLINOIS?
- by Karen Telser
You can find out at the annual League of Women Voters of Illinois “Issues Briefing,”
held on Saturday, February 1 from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. These events are always
exhilarating, unifying, and downright fun, because they give League members
from around the state reliable, in-depth information about some of the most
important issues currently facing Illinois residents.
The briefing begins with two morning plenary (full-group) sessions. This year’s
plenary sessions are titled “Hydraulic Fracturing (Fracking) in Illinois” and
Redistricting: What’s Been Happening Since 2011?”
After lunch, six workshops are offered: three at 12:45 pm and three more at 2:00
pm. You choose the two you’d like to attend. The titles of this year’s workshops
are given below:

Home. Community. Friendships.
Where we live, how we live and who
we share our lives with - they are all a
matter of choice. Is there any reason to
give up those choices as we get older?
Keep your options open with North
Shore Village, a member - driven
organization for older adults who
want to “age in place.”
Join us at an informal
coffee to learn more.
Tommi Ferguson, Executive Director

12:45 PM
•
•
•

847-721-1413
www.NorthShore-Village.org

Everything You’ve Wanted to Know About Strategies for Tax Fairness but
Were Afraid to Ask
Sustainable Food and Water: Plowing through the LWVUS Agriculture
Update
Healthcare: Where the Affordable Care Act Stands

MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance

2:00 PM
•
•
•

Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

Charter Schools: Are They Reaching Their Goals?
Gun Violence Prevention: Concealed Carry and Other News
Storm Water Project: When It Pours, It Floods

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

The Issues Briefing will be held at University Center, 525 South State Street, in
Chicago. Each year some of us take the El and others car-pool. If you’d like a
ride, please contact the League office 847-866-7844. If you can attend for only
part of the day, please do!
The cost of the event is $50.00. For additional details, to register online, or to print
a registration form, visit the LWVIL website at www.lwvil.org/issues-briefing.html

HELP EVANSTON
LEAGUE CONSERVE
RESOURCES
If you would prefer to receive the
INTERCOM only on the internet, as a
link to our LWVE website, please send an
email to LWVEvanston@att.net or call
the office at 847-866-7844 and leave a
message telling us to stop sending you a
printed copy. It will help us be more ecofriendly and reduce printing and mailing
costs!

< Photo of Evanston winter lake shore by
Cate Whitcomb.
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OBSERVERS SUMMARY
League observers are our “eyes and ears” at the City Council
and its standing committees, which set policy and direction for
the City. If you’d like to learn the nitty-gritty of local government,
being an observer is a great way to start. Call Jessica Feldman,
Observer Chair, at 847-864-2199 for more information. Here’s
a summary of what our observers saw since the last Intercom
in September.
STORM CLEAN-UP Council meetings were relatively quiet
over the holidays and a major part of the January 13 meeting
was a power point report from Director of Public Works Suzette
Robinson on the clean-up of the two major snow storms on
January 1 and 2 and 4 and 5 that left 26 inches of snow on
the city. She emphasized the massive efforts by city personnel
and vehicles required to clear the streets and the downtown
sidewalks, as well as the high cost for overtime that consumed
over 80% of the year’s budget allocation for snow removal.
She reminded Aldermen of the comparative advantage that
Wilmette has in snow removal with its year-round ban on
overnight street parking.
FY 2014 BUDGET APPROVED In December, City Council
approved the FY 2014 City of Evanston Budget after a much
smoother process than that of a few years ago. The City
Manager presented a balanced budget, with no need for
layoffs. The budget was influenced by the Council review of
Strategic Priorities carried out in the fall, although more work
will be done on that review later this winter. The consultant
urged Council to create clearer alignment between Strategic
Priorities and budget allocations, and to consider multiyear goals, particularly for debt management and facilities
maintenance. The increase in tax levy in the final budget was
reduced from the original proposal. The budget included
increases in water rates and in refuse collection fees for the
larger garbage cans.
MENTAL HEALTH BOARD GETS INCREASE The Mental
Health Board allocation in the budget was increased by 5%,
one of the largest increases in the budget. Although it did
not fully fund the Mental Health Board request, it reflected the
gradual increase in allocation since cuts made several years
ago. The allocation of $785,715 is mostly provided by the
General Fund, with additional funds from the Township, and
allows grants to social service agencies.
TOWNSHIP BUDGET The Township Board (identical to City
Council) passed the FY 2014 Budget the next week, approving
essentially level spending for the Township except for the
reduction in rent achieved in the move of Township operations
to the Civic Center this fall. Township operations are uncertain
pending the outcome of the referendum on March 18 asking
residents to vote on the discontinuation of the Township
structure and transfer of all Township duties to the city.

SPECIAL TOWNSHIP MEETING On December 2 a special
Township meeting was held on the initiative of Township
residents. Citizen activists and Township clients gathered
to support the Township and explain the value of Township
services. After the citizen comments, City Manager Wally
Bobkiewicz, Acting Township Supervisor, presented a report
outlining the City plan to assume responsibility for Township
services, which was drawn up in response to the League of
Women Voters of Evanston letter asking him to explain how the
city would proceed. The report emphasized that the plan calls
for the continuation of nearly all township services, and would
be carried out by most of the current Township employees.
708 CHURCH STREET DEVELOPMENT UNLIKELY A
proposed 35 story building for central downtown at 708 Church
Street is now uncertain, after Council declined to extend
the extension of time allowed to begin building beyond its
December 31 expiration. The developer had requested a threeyear extension of the permit which had been extended for three
years in 2009. Many residents spoke against the extension at
the November 25 Council meeting.
CONCERN FOR SAFETY AT ETHS Council members and the
community engaged in debate on the best way to ensure safety
outside ETHS. Mayor Elizabeth Tisdahl, working with Police Chief
Richard Eddington, has proposed installing a corridor of security
cameras along Church Street and Dodge Avenue. Mayor Tisdahl
has held two public meetings to explain the proposal and elicit
citizen comment. While many at the meetings opposed the
proposal as demeaning to the community, the Mayor continues
to support the proposal as a way of helping ETHS students feel
safe.
FIRE ON DAVIS STREET At its January 13 meeting, Council
heard a report from Fire Chief Greg Klaiber on the massive
fire on the corner of Davis and Maple which destroyed the
building housing three businesses, the Pine Yard Restaurant,
TechniColour Nail and Day Spa, and Taco Diablo Restaurant.
The fire raged for five hours in the early morning of December 29,
and the Evanston Fire Department was assisted by departments
from neighboring communities. Aldermen expressed praise for
the work of the department, and a benefit was held on January
17 for the employees of the businesses.
EVANSTON WINS TRANSPARENCY AWARD A representative
of the Illinois Policy Institute attended the January 13 Council
meeting to present Evanston with an award for excellence in
governmental transparency. Evanston was one of only six Illinois
cities that received a 100% rating on transparency measures.
Governmental transparency is one of the issues emphasized
by the League of Women Voters and is one of our goals in
providing regular Observer Reports of Council and other
committee meetings.
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