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By Pastor Larry
I read a story about a youth pastor who had
inherited the Easter Sunrise service as one
of his responsibilities. He was to work with
a number of teenagers and put together a
worship service, a pancake breakfast, and
an Easter egg hunt. Everything came off
beautifully. The weather was lovely, a great
number of people were served, and dozens
of children raced around the church
grounds looking for colored eggs filled with
jelly beans and chocolate.
All were having a great time except one
little girl. She came running across the lawn
and was crying hysterically. She was breath‐
ing so fast that she could hardly put her
distress into words. Her mother and the
youth pastor tried to calm her down. They
said, “Honey, look, you have lots of eggs in
your basket.” The youth pastor thought she
might have inadvertently been pushed
down by someone with all the frantic run‐
ning around.
After a few minutes, the child calmed down
enough to say why she was upset. With a
quivering lower lip she said, “You said Jesus
came back today, and I keep looking for
him, but all I can find are these stupid
eggs!”
When I read this story, I thought, “Out of
the mouth of babes!” So often we get
swept up in the superficialities of popular
culture that we fail to connect with the
heart beat of the Easter message. We turn
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Easter into a Hallmark card with eggs, bun‐
nies, baskets, and treats! I am not suggest‐
ing that we give up creative and fun tradi‐
tions that surround our religious holidays!
What I am urging is that we need to have a
clear understanding of the center of our
faith.
I believe that Easter would resonate with us
more deeply if we took the time to prepare
for its astounding declaration. The declara‐
tion is not only that Jesus emerged from
the tomb alive in body, mind, and spirit, but
also the claim that event has on our lives.
There is a path that we are to walk from
Ash Wednesday through Holy Thursday,
through the gripping pain of Good Friday,
and then, and only then, do we rise in faith
with Christ early on that first day of the
week.
To accept Easter seriously is to see its claim
of discipleship on our lives. Easter is not as
easy as Christmas! Joey Earl Horstmann
says that “Easter suffers from acute holiday
envy. Its egg hunts and rabbit have never
had the commercial appeal of Santa’s
bounty and eight tiny reindeer. Let’s face it,
cattle lowing and a baby who doesn’t cry is
money in the bank compared to a homeless
thirty‐year old dangling from a cross.”
Do we want to be riveted anew by the
power of resurrection? Do we want to be
reawakened by the claim of Christ on our
lives? Do we want to come to a deeper
grasp of discipleship? If so, then let us once
again walk that final journey with Christ
into Jerusalem. Let us prepare to be em‐
powered by the greatest mystery of our
faith: Christ is risen!
See you in church!

Caring Moments with Chris

Do you believe in God?

not exist. This concept is similar to the
one expressed by John in Revelation
3:15‐16: “I know all the things you do,
that you are neither hot nor cold. I
wish that you were one or the other!
But since you are like lukewarm wa‐
ter, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you
out of my mouth!” The Life Applica‐
tion Study Bible says about this pas‐
sage that “by neglecting to do any‐
thing for Christ, the church had be‐
come hardened and self‐satisfied, and
it was destroying itself. There is noth‐
ing more disgusting than a half‐
hearted, nominal Christian who is self‐
sufficient. Don’t settle for following
God halfway. Let Christ fire up your
faith and get you into the action.”

You may be thinking that is a pretty
impertinent question for me to ask!
This is an article written by a pastor
for the church newsletter, after all, so
of course everyone reading the article
MUST believe in God, or else they
would not be attending church, let
alone reading the church newsletter.
But I read a book recently that causes
the reader to contemplate such core
beliefs. I was initially drawn to the
book, The Christian Atheist by Craig
Groeschel, solely because of the title. I
was intrigued. As I began to read, I
was soon captivated by Groeschel’s
excellent writing and storytelling abil‐
ity, as well as his no‐holds‐barred hon‐
esty in transparently sharing about his Craig Groeschel is the senior pastor
who founded LifeChurch.tv in Okla‐
own “Christian Atheism.”
homa, which is a multi‐campus church
Groeschel defines a Christian Atheist in fourteen locations and online, with
as someone who believes in God, but over eighty weekly worship experi‐
ences. He has been in ministry all of
actually lives their lives as if He does
his life, but he has had episodes when
he felt he was living his faith half‐
heartedly. He believes in God, but at
times he has drifted into relying more
on his own strength—a circumstance
similar to effectively telling God you
can handle your daily life, but you’ll
be back in touch with God when you
“really” need him. Groeschel puts it
this way: “For as long as I can remem‐
ber, I’ve believed in God, but I haven’t
always lived like he exists. Today my
Christian Atheism isn’t as large a prob‐
lem as it once was, but I still struggle
with it. Like a recovering alcoholic
careful never to take sobriety for
granted, I have to take life one day at
a time.” He drives home the point
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that not only do we need to believe in
God, we must live our lives visibly and
demonstrably every day showing the
reality of God.
Groeschel invites the reader to exam‐
ine their life as he has experienced
and examined his own. He asks if you
have experienced times when your
faith fluctuated, going from episodes
when you have felt close to God, to
other times when you have felt dis‐
tant. He writes: “If you’re like me,
your spiritual drift didn’t happen on
purpose. Like a tiny leak in a tire,
slowly but surely, your spiritual pas‐
sion quietly slipped away.” Through a
series of chapters that each begin
with the phrase, “When You Believe in
God but…” Groeschel honestly pre‐
sents issues many of us have. The
opening phrase is followed by these
topics, chapter by chapter: “…Don’t
Really Know Him,” “…Are Ashamed of
Your Past,” “…Aren’t Sure He Loves
You,” “…Not in Prayer,” “…Don’t Think
He’s Fair,” “…Won’t Forgive,” “…Don’t
Think You Can Change,” “…Still Worry
All the Time,” “Pursue Happiness at
Any Cost,” “…Trust More in Money,”
“…Don’t Share Your Faith,” “…Not in
His Church.” The author ends the in‐
troduction with this wish for the
reader: “I’ll be honest with you about
my struggles, and I hope you’ll be
honest as well. And together, with
God’s help, perhaps we can learn to
know and walk with God more inti‐
mately.” Sounds like a perfect Lenten
opportunity!
Pastor Chris

March 1
Lois Huffman
Herbert Miller
Martela Oldham
Marissa Ramirez

March 10
Alyssa Amador
Susan David
Sulia Kaipelea
March 11
Naida Simpson

March 3
Robert Bormuth
Pearl Little

March 13
Ann Gamertsfelder
Sally Small

March 4
Carmen Contreras
Evyn Fetty
Rebecca Reed

March 14
Juan Amador
March 15
Dana Chaney
Kathleen Johnson

March 6
Erin McVeigh
Esther Phillips

March 16
Doris Anderson

March 7
Warren Huntley
Janet Schiltz

March 18
Rochele Huntley

March 9
Fiona Boysen
Marge Dombrowski
Roger Gorman
Stanley Zerbe

March 28
Charles Foust
Ruba Horner
Ruth Keilholtz
Kimberly Beaudoin
March 29
Sally Clover
Meredith Nelson

March 31
Linda Cropper

March 19
Shantelle Ramirez
Linda Rosché
March 21
Ronald Roberts

Also Celebrating

50+ Years
March 2
March 12
March 19
March 28
March 29

March 24
Lynda Boysen
Ann Marie Griffiths

March 30
Alyce Christenson

March 17
Dave Wiebe

March 8
William Corkill
John Vermaat
Ron Walker

Carl & Doris Anderson
Dave & Cathy Helfer
Dick & Jackie Gissel
Clarence & Evangeline Mittleider
Sakshaug, Don & Jean

March 23
Ann Heinz
Nisi Kaipelea
Iunizi Kaipelea
Sylvia Kirby

67 years
57 years
63 years
60 years
71 years
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Middleton, Bob & Louise
Killgrove, David & Mary
Hill, John & Sara
Twitchell, Jack & Lynn
Reeves, Richard & Margaret
Leith, Charles & Jan

March 3
March 9
March 11
March 18
March 19
March 21

45 years
44 years
23 years
26 years
13 years
16 years

You will find the Prayer Request Book on the podium outside the doors to the
Sanctuary on Sunday. The book is open to everyone who has a loved one or friend
they would like to be remembered in prayer. In the interest of space, names will
appear on this list in The Vision for two issues and then be removed unless a request
is made to remain. Contact our Prayer Team with prayers during the week.
Prayer Team: Call the church office (480) 832‐2111,
UMW Prayer Chain: Ruth Mogen, (480) 202‐4550
Ardath Flocken
Arlene Spykerman
Annie Grace Smith
Barry Jensen
Bob Loots
Carl G. Anderson family
Carol Ball
Carol Waite
Debbie Mareno
Eddie & Donna Miller
Glenn Heckman Jr.
Heckman Family
Jacki Beard

Janet Durnal
Jean Sakshaug
Jenni Pulice
Jim & Betty White
John & Nadine Burley
John Fleet
John & Irene Shakelford
Krolick Family
Lance Paulson
Larry D’Agostino
Leonard & Mae Miller
Linda Lewis
Marietta Moravetz

Marion Bentz
Maureen Cifka
Maynard Bauer
Melody Evans
Mike & Rae Farley
Natalie Bryant
Ruth Avis
Sannes Family
Tim Mecl
Our Troops
Unhooked Recovery

Rummage Sale Thank You
This article is written just before
the sale; however, by the time
you are reading this the sale is
over. Hopefully, you were in
church the Sunday following the
sale to find out how well we did.
If you were one of the hundreds of folks responsible in any
way for our continued success, thank you. This is a big
event in the life of Velda Rose UMC, and a big fundraiser
for both the United Methodist Women and the United
Methodist Men. With three services each Sunday, paths
of people do not always cross. However, the rummage
sale brings all three services together twice a year; the ca‐
maraderie that is generated is amazing. If you haven’t
been a part of this event, plan to be a part of the next sale
on October 25, 26, and 27, 2018. Your help will once
again be needed.
Beginning March 5 we will once again be accepting drop‐
off donations between 8:00 and 11:00 am. Pick‐up dona‐
tions will resume March 15.

Nellie Marsh
7‐12‐17
Ethel Kent
8‐3‐17
Robert Schlotzhauer
11‐1‐17
Mildred Schlotzhauer
1‐12‐18
Jane Bland
2‐10‐18
Robert Zimmerman
2‐11‐18
Darlene Rosalie
1‐23‐18
Doris Brunson Clarke
1‐28‐18

Joan & Tim Most
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Church News
From Our Visitation Pastor
his family; how his parents told him
he was nothing, nothing, nothing…
and how those tapes had played in
his head all of his 80 years. He had
been deeply wounded. So those
heartfelt words flowed from deep
within his once‐anguished soul: ”This
is the first time I have ever felt wor‐
thy….”
The dawning understanding of how
deeply this dear one was loved by his
Savior was a powerful thing to wit‐
ness that weekend. It was like
“This is the first time I have ever felt watching a flower unfold. His tears
worthy of His love.” The aging man of pain became tears of joy and were
standing in front of me during the
shed copiously as the message of
Walk to Emmaus last month was
God’s grace was planted firmly into
profoundly moved by something that his healing heart over the course of
had been said in a talk on God’s
those three glorious days. He will
grace, a talk given by a fellow clergy‐ never be the same.
woman during the first day of that
Wow…amazing Grace, how sweet
precious three‐day retreat.
the sound, that saved a wretch like
I had never met him before, but his me. We are all now walking the
heart was so full he just had to share rocky road of Lent, which is signifi‐
with someone. I happened to be the cantly longer and definitely more
clergy sitting closest to him (there
painful than the three‐day Walk to
were four of us) so I was the one
Emmaus, at least if we take it seri‐
ously. You see, as we take this jour‐
blessed to hear his story. He
ney together we are invited to dig
grabbed my hands and wept as he
told me about the history of abuse in deep and find the scar tissue of mis‐

takes made, of wrong turns, of dam‐
aged relationships. We are bidden
to find all the sharp crags and deep
corners that have wounded us and
keep us from fully embracing the
grace that the Lord of all offers us in
all circumstances. We are encour‐
aged to look intently at the path that
Jesus, our Savior, took to the Cross
on our behalf, simply because of
Grace, which is offered to all.
As this season of penitence and in‐
trospection winds throughout its 40
allotted days, my prayer for all of
you is that you will review and renew
your relationship with the One who
came to save us all, not because we
are worthy, but simply because we
are loved. Then, when Easter finally
comes around the corner, we will
truly be able to receive with joy the
sweet gifts He offers us.
For God so loved the world, that He
gave His one and only Son, so that
YOU, who believes in Him, shall not
perish but have everlasting life. John
3:16
Pastor Pam

Do You Want to Fast This Lent?
Many people fast ‐ or give up something ‐ during the
Lenten season. While this tradition started in the Middle
Ages, people of all faiths practice "giving up" something
during the 40 days of Lent. It initially started with a clerical
request to eat no meat on Fridays. Instead, it was sug‐
gested to eat fish. Even though Lent started on February
14th, we could all benefit from the words written above by
Pope Francis.

Fast from hurting words and say kind words
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude
Fast from anger and be filled with patience
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope
Fast from worries and have trust in God
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity
Fast from pressures and be prayerful
Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others
Fast from grudges and be reconciled
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen
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Church News
Palm/Passion Sunday,
March 25
SonRise—7:15 am
Non‐Traditional—8:00 am
Traditional—10:30 am
Holy/Maundy Thursday,
March 29
7:00 pm

Good Friday, March 30
Noon
Easter Sunday, April 1
Services of Resurrection
Sunrise—6:00 am
Easter Breakfast—7:00 ‐ 10:30 am
Non‐Traditional—7:30 am
Traditional—9:00 & 10:30 am

Were You There?
This is a powerful question. Do you know what the answer is? You can find out by attending one of our wonderful
Sunday School classes. Right now each class is studying a fantastic topic that would answer this timely question ‐
were you there? Join us on Sunday morning during the designated Sunday School hour of 9:10 ‐ 10:10 am. You can
find the list of classes and their locations in the bulletin every Sunday morning or just call the Church office and we
can help you with this information.
I leave you with this announcement: Starting March 28, the movie "Paul, Apostle of Christ " is due to be released in
the theaters. This would be a great opportunity for your family, your Church group, the UMW circles, the UMM, or
you and your neighbors to attend this film. This is all the information I have about the movie as of this printing.
Check your theater's weekly listings to see when it will be played.
I also leave you with this thought: "I believe that appreciation is a holy thing.
When we look for what's best in a person we happen to be with at the moment,
we're doing what God does all the time. So in loving and appreciating our
neighbor, we're participating in something sacred." ‐ Mr. Fred Rogers

March Scriptures & Sermons
Sunday, March 4, 2018
Holy Communion/Third Sunday In Lent
Scripture: * Exodus 20:1‐17; John 2:13‐22
Sermon Title: "Are We Walking The Talk?"

Sunday, March 25, 2018
Palm / Passion Sunday
Scripture: * Mark 11:1‐11
Sermon: "What Do We Expect?"

See you in class! Barbara Emri, Religious Education Coordinator

Sunday, March 11, 2018
Fourth Sunday In Lent / UMCOR Sunday
Scripture: * Numbers 21:4‐9; John 3:14‐21
Sermon: "Are We Looking In The Right Direction?"

Thursday, March 29, 2018
Maundy or Holy Thursday
Scripture: * John 13:1‐7; 31b‐35
Rev. Pamela Wagner, Preaching

9:10 am Sunday School at Velda Rose

Sunday, March 18, 2018
Fifth Sunday In Lent
Scripture: Jeremiah 31:31‐34; *John 12:20‐33
Rev. Christine Beaudoin, Preaching

Friday, March 30, 2018
Good Friday
Scripture: * John 18:1‐11
Rev. Christine Beaudoin, Preaching

Go to veldarose.org/worship to see a
summary of each sermon. * asterisk refers
to primary preaching text.

New Member Classes Scheduled in March
If you are interested in becoming a member of Velda Rose United Methodist Church, or simply want to learn more
about the United Methodist Church, now is the time! The new member class will be held on two consecutive Thursday
evenings, March 15 and 22, from 6:30‐8:00 PM. We will discuss aspects of United Methodist history, beliefs, and polity.
We will also learn about the history of Velda Rose. Pastor Larry and Pastor Chris will lead the class. Please call either
pastor if you would like more information, or call the church office and let us know if you will be attending. New mem‐
bers will be received on Palm Sunday, March 25.
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Children's Deep Blue Sunday School, Room D (through
Room A), Led by Deirdre Poyer
“Deep Blue: Learn and Serve!” teaches children about God
and what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. This
year the children will explore Guatemala, Kenya, Alaska,
and Armenia with their regular Deep Blue “guides”—Asia,
Edgar, Kat, and Caleb—to see how they can work together
for the benefit of God's kingdom here on Earth.

Christian Awareness Class, Room A, Led by Jan Stallard
The Christian Awareness class is a progressive, adult book
study. Our class meets in Room A on Sundays, 9:10 ‐ 10:10
am. We welcome drop‐ins and new members to this
open, interesting discussion group! For further informa‐
tion, contact Jan Stallard at (480) 830‐9173.

J.O.Y. (Jesus‐Others‐Yourself) Adult Class, Room B, Led by
Tom Ross
This class uses the Adult Bible Studies series, an official
resource for the United Methodist Church approved by
the General Board of Discipleship. Lessons are Bible‐based
and follow the Lectionary that is used during the regular
Worship services.

Happy Wanderers Class, Madsen Parlor, Led by Pastor
Pam Wagner
This class will be starting a new Lenten Bible study on Sun‐
day, February 18, with the book Renegade Gospel: The
Rebel Jesus by Mike Slaughter

“I Believe” Class, Room 305, Led by Jim Price
“I Believe” is a progressive study of interrelated Christian
New Horizons Adult Class, Martin Hall, Led by Lee and Pat belief statements. These truths are presented in a building
‐block arrangement to allow class participants to respond,
Nixon
The New Horizon’s Class will be starting a new book, Rot‐ expand, and adapt them through Bible research, personal
experience, and inspiration. This approach will facilitate
ten Hobby by Rev. Jeremy Scott. This is a book that will
believers to look inward and work outward. God can use
help us look at dealing with diabetes and other chronic
diseases. How can we support each other and learn from what we do each day to bless others for years to come.
each other? Dawn, his wife, is a Nurse Practitioner special‐ This class is suitable for all sojourners regardless of where
they are in their faith journey.
izing in Endocrinology and helps him with the book.

13

Church News

Church News

You are hereby invited to attend

Watoto Children’s Choir Coming to Velda Rose on March 6

Violet’s Gala
honoring our Beloved Violet Larney

Sunday, March 11, 2018
Velda Rose United Methodist Church

4:00 pm: Silent auction in Martin Hall
5:00 pm: Dinner in Moore Hall
7:30 pm: Concert in the Sanctuary

Tickets for the entire event: $35 each
Tickets for the concert only: $15 in advance, $20 at the door

~Evening apparel requested~

The Watoto Children’s Choir, a group of 18 orphans from Uganda, will continue its six‐month U.S. tour here at Velda
Rose on Tuesday, March 6, 7:00 pm, featuring a brand new concert, Signs & Wonders.
The concert will feature worship songs that share the stories of the children and the joy that they have because of
God’s love. The children will share stories of how their lives have been changed and how they have been called into a
life of purpose to transform their communities. All performances are free and open to the public.
Since 1994, Watoto Children’s Choirs have traveled the world sharing the plight of Africa’s orphaned children. Each
child in the choir has suffered the loss of one or both of their parents but they have been rescued and now live in a
Watoto village. Watoto is a holistic child‐care solution initiated to serve the dire needs of the people of Africa.
Nine host homes will be needed to accommodate the boys and girls (ages 7‐12) and their leaders. Each home will
host 2‐3 children and 1 adult. Please contact Pastor Chris if you are able to help.
Please mark your calendars for this very special event!
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UMW News
UMW News: March 2018

We’re Off to the Organ Stop!

books: Janet Batuk. And last of all the
following UMW Readers completed
20 books from Plan IV: Billie K.
Larime, Helen McIntire, and Pat
Nixon. Congratulations to all these
women!

Awards at Leadership Event
Our Velda Rose UMW received sev‐
eral awards at the recent East District
Leadership Enrichment Event held at
Tempe First UMC on January 20,
2018. Our Unit received a Certificate
of Recognition for “More than Ful‐
filled their Pledge to Mission” (Plus 5‐
Star Giving) and the Certificate “Living
the Charter For Racial Justice.” Much
credit can be given to our former
UMW President, Barbara Emri, and to
Tish Roberts (Social Action Coordina‐
tor) for seeing that all the require‐
ments were met last year.
UMW Reading Program 2017
The following UMW members were
recognized for reading 5 books from
the Reading Program Plan I: Carla
Burman, Dorothy J. Grafft, Kathy
Kolbo, Karen Taylor. The following
UMW Readers from Plan II read 10
books: Jan Armold, Myrna Bowman,
Anita Miller, and Tish Roberts. These
UMW Readers from Plan III read 15

pared to make this 2018 Directory as
accurate as possible.
Mission Reports

Our Unit UMW Luncheon Meetings
are held on the First Thursday of each
month (Potluck at Noon) and usually
All United Methodist Women are en‐
include a program related to our mis‐
couraged to participate in the Reading
sion projects that we financially sup‐
Program. Books are chosen from 5
port. The March 1 program will be on
areas: Education for Mission, Leader‐
a new mission project started here in
ship Development, Nurturing for
Arizona: JUSTICE FOR OUR
Community, Social Action and Spiri‐
NEIGHBORS by Mary Thomas (a Board
tual Growth. Anita Miller (Program
Member). All women of the church
Resources) can be reached at 480‐313
are welcome to attend.
‐4062 for any questions on the books
available in our Church Library. Usu‐
On Saturday, March 10, Billie Larime
ally the Library is open on Sunday
(President VRUMW) and Susan Lyons
from 8:00‐8:30 am, and 9:00‐10:30
(Secretary VRUMW) will represent
am, Tuesday from 9:00‐11:00 am,
our Church at a ROCK‐A‐THON to raise
Wednesday from 9:00‐11:00 am, and money for our 150 Legacy Fund.
Thursday from 11:30 am‐1:30 pm.
Money raised goes to our endowment
to insure United Methodist Women
2018 UMW Directory Completed
continue in mission for the next 150
years.
This past month the UMW Program
Directory was completed and passed
Watch for our Teen Pregnancy Out‐
out to all the Circle Chairpersons for
reach Diaper Drive in April. All diapers
distribution. The following members
collected will go to local teenage
were instrumental in typing, printing
mothers. This project is sponsored by
and collating the 30 pages. Thank you
UMW Circle #2, Arlene Oisten, Chair‐
to Billie Larime (Membership Coordi‐
person.
nator), Susan Lyons (Typist), Peggy
Snowdall (Printer), Arlene Oisten and Love in Action.
Patricia Nixon (Collators). Another
thank you to the Chairpersons of the Billie Larime
circles for the updates that were pre‐ UMW President

March Circle Updates
Circle 2 will be meeting on Wednesday, March 21 at
12:30 pm to go to "Feed My Starving Children" as a pro‐
ject for our circle. The church van will provide the trans‐
portation as well as personal vehicles, if enough people
choose to join us. Please contact Arlene Oisten at 480‐
380‐1760 if you would like to join us.

Circle 3 will meet on March 15 in Martin Hall at 1:00 pm.
K. Roemmich will be sharing various mission experiences.
All are welcome! Call Carla Burman for more information
at 480‐304‐0227.
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What a fun way to spend the afternoon with our Velda
Rose UMC family! We're scheduled to go to the Organ
Stop on Sunday, March 18th. The doors will open for
us at 12:30. Payment is made directly to the Organ
Stop ‐ remember, they accept cash or checks ONLY.
The cost is $8.25 for adults and young people (ages 3‐
9) are only $6.75. Sign up is either at the Welcome
Center on the patio each Sunday morning or in the
Church office weekly. When you sign up, we only need the NUMBER of people coming (NAMES NOT
NEEDED). The deadline for signing up is Sunday, March 11th ‐ this date will be here before we know it!!
This has always been such a favorite activity for our congregation. I hope you'll consider joining us ‐ we'd
love to spend the afternoon with you!

NEW! Children’s Bulletins Available Each Sunday
Children and their parents are welcome to pick up a Children’s Bulletin from the ushers each Sunday. One bulletin
is for children ages 3‐6 and the other is for children ages 7‐12. Crayons and pencils are also available. We welcome
children to worship with us!

Red Hat Ladies Lunch
The Red Hat ladies will be going to lunch on Friday, March 9. Please meet at 5RCHA
Thai Bistro, located at 2011 N. Recker (corner of Recker and McKellips) at 11:30 am.
All ladies are welcome to join us. Please contact Mitzie Pearce at 480‐964‐4040 for
reservations or for more information.
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Lenten/Easter Reflection from Pastor Larry
“Lord, Break the Seals!”
Break the seals, Lord, roll away the stone, rip open the
protecting bandages. Breathe the breath of life into our
cold, dead hearts.

We all have things that annoy us from time to time.
Some people get particularly annoyed when traffic
moves too slowly. Others get frustrated when they have
to wait in line. Many of my friends get very irritated
when they have to wait on the phone for someone to
respond.

Risen Lord, we come to petition you. Our minds are often
full of doubt and we are shy about sharing the good news
of your resurrection.

One of my particular annoyances is trying to open the
heavy plastic seals that encase a lot of the high tech
gadgets and accessories we purchase. They often require
the technique of a surgeon to break the seal. I have
learned to assemble some sharp scissors and a good
knife before I begin to open some of these packages!

Break the seals. Lord, roll away the stone, rip open the
protecting bandages. Breathe the breath, the breath of
life, into our cold, dead hearts.

UMW News cont...
UMW Rock-A-Thon

Mission Recognition Pins Awarded

Coming up March 10, 2018, the East and West District
United Methodist Women will be raising money for our
150 Legacy Fund. Money raised goes into an endowment
to insure United Methodist Women continue in mission
for the next 150 years. Billie Larime (President VRUMW)
and Susan Lyons (Secretary VRUMW) will be representing
Velda Rose at a ROCK‐A‐THON held at Cross in the Desert
UMC in Phoenix. Velda Rose United Methodist Women
please check with your chairperson to sign up to sponsor
our team with a financial contribution. Contact Billie
Larime at 480‐655‐7069 for further information. We hope
to raise $200.00 for this project from our church.

The United Methodist Women of Velda Rose UMC are
pleased to announce our Special Mission Recognition
Honorees for 2017. Patricia Nixon (Vice President of
VRUMW) presented Mission Recognition pins to four
members of our own church engaged in missionary pro‐
jects. Congratulations to K and Jake Roemmich for their
work with UMCOR mission projects. Congratulations to
Laura & Bob Bingham for their work with the NOMADS
missions. We are pleased to be able to support these mis‐
sions as part of our UMW yearly budget. These and other
United Methodist mission projects are funded through
our yearly rummage sales.

Risen Lord, we come to adore you. We desire to know you
as living Lord and to experience your vitality within us.

Recently I was opening one of these difficult seals and
suddenly I thought of Jesus’ resurrection. I know it is an Break the seals, Lord, roll away the stone, rip open the
odd connection but I remembered that when Jesus was protecting bandages. Breathe the breath of life into our
buried in the cave given by Joseph of Arimathea, that
cold, dead hearts.
after the Lord’s body had been placed and prepared, the
Risen Lord, we come to worship you. The world waits for
large circular stone was rolled into place. The tomb was
your coming through us. We want to be filled with joy
sealed.
and to have the freedom to be your true disciples.
Within three days the power of God raised Jesus from
death to life! Whatever happened in that tomb is a mys‐ As we come, we thank you that you do break the seals,
tery of enduring beauty and power. When the stone was Lord. You roll away the stone and rip open the protective
bandages. You breathe the breath of life into cold, dead
rolled away it opened to the world a new kind of mes‐
hearts, and by your resurrection we are made new.
sage of love and hope. We acknowledge that
“resurrection” means different things to different peo‐
May you be strengthened in the Spirit of the Resurrected
ple. But one thing we cannot deny is that it breaks the
Christ!
seals of whatever keeps us in bondage, and frees us to
new possibilities.
See you in church!
The following verse from New Zealand captures the
power of the resurrection in “breaking the seals!” (John Pastor Larry
Carden, A Procession of Prayers: Meditations and Prayers
from Around the World; Morehouse Publishing; 1998, pp.
307‐308). As we both realize and again anticipate cele‐
brating the resurrection of Jesus, meditate on these won‐
derful words:
Risen Lord, we come to confess our sins. Our hearts are
full of impatience, frustration, and sometimes even bit‐
terness with one another. We find it hard to be accepting.
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Church News
For Crafty Men and Women
If you can use a ruler and scis‐
sors or just know how to tie a
knot, Compassionate Threads
can use your help. If you cro‐
chet, knit, sew or quilt—or
would like to learn how—we
have a mission for you. We
have projects to work on as a
group or as an individual. We share in wonderful fellow‐
ship as we work together or if you prefer, you may par‐
ticipate by completing items at home.
Ongoing projects include prayer shawls, lap robes,
quilts, pocket prayer shawls, sleep mats from plastic
bags, baby caps, hats for children and adults, and
scarves. We also knit or crochet 7”x 9” rectangles which

are sewn together to make blankets. Most of our quilts
are hand tied so that’s why we need “knot tiers.” More
recently we have begun sewing simple burial shrouds
for a mission in Haiti where, sadly, this is a great need.
Materials and machines are available, but without
hands to put it all together the machines are idle and
the fabric and yarn are, well, just fabric and yarn.
We meet every Monday in Room 609 from 10:00 am
until 12:00 pm. If you want to see what we are all
about, just stop in. We welcome and enjoy visitors. But
be advised: we are enthusiastic about what we do and
you may find yourself “hooked or needled” into trying
something new.
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Trustees News

Literary Corner
UMW Book Review—Money on Purpose: Finding a Faith-Filled Balance

Trustees Update—March 2018
Your Board of Trustees are starting off  Bill Hayden is checking with some‐
the year busy working on various pro‐
one in his neighborhood about
jects.
repairing the sanctuary carpet.
 The church office back door was
The purchase of 3 outdoor campus
vandalized. A dead bolt was in‐
directory maps has been approved by
stalled.
the Trustees. We are considering
 The feasibility of a more thorough
where they would be most effectively
security system for the church
placed.
campus is being evaluated.
 A rental agreement form is in the
process of being developed for
 Thank you to Ron Roberts for de‐
outside groups who wish to use
signing the layout of the campus
space at our church. The form will
map.
contain conditions and expecta‐
 The outdoor rugs in front of the
tions.
sanctuary, library, food pantry,
and church office are curling up at  Training for the proper use of the
the corners and are in poor condi‐
dishwasher in Moore Hall is ongo‐
tion. They will be removed and a
ing. Only properly trained indi‐
determination made later on
viduals may use that dishwasher.
whether or not to replace some‐
 Broken Arrow Roofing Company
thing in those areas.
repaired the medical building roof
for a cost of $1,850.
 The church office needs to be re‐
painted and the floor board trim
 Jerry Gerrard and Larry Jackson
repaired. The Trustees will set a
are considering materials to repair
date for this project.
the cracked concrete on the sur‐
face of two of the columns in the
 Duane Clark researched Program‐
sanctuary.
mable thermostats. Home Depot
has Honeywell brand programma‐  Bill Hayden continues to follow
ble thermostats for $69.00. Two
the progress on the estate of John
will be purchased and installed in
Ohrt, the veteran whose truck re‐
Madsen Parlor and Moore Hall on
mains on our property. A brother
a trial basis.
has been located out of state, and
decisions are being made.
 The bus shed has been vandalized.
The chain link fence will be re‐
 Thanks to Bill and Brian Hayden
placed with steel siding. On March
for repairing the roof leak over the
2 we will pick up the material, and
church office and library.
begin installing the new siding on
March 3.

The next Board of Trustees meeting is
Thursday, March 1, 2018, at 6:30 pm
in Martin Hall. Please contact a mem‐
ber of the Board of Trustees if have
any concerns about the church prop‐
erty: Jerry Gerrard, Duane Clark, Jill
Prather, Howard Orr, Larry Jackson,
Dan White, Bill Hayden, Joan Most,
Peg Snowdall, Al Schubring. Staff Rep‐
resentative, Rev. Dr. Larry Norris.

Prepared by Billie Larime
Living as a Covenant Community by
Evy McDonald
This book excited me on a subject that
I am passionate about. I want to learn
more about the Bible and my relation‐
ship to God. This book was very help‐
ful in understanding the covenants
found in the old and new testaments,
covenants between God and human
beings as well as covenants between
individuals and nations.
John Wesley described a faith that
needed to be lived out with others.
The book is easy to understand and
brought some clarification to my Bible
reading. Evy McDonald describes six
types of covenants: 1. The covenant
of Care and Grace (Adam and Eve), 2.
The covenant of Redemption and
Safety (Noah), 3. The covenant of

Blessing (Abraham), 4. The covenant
of Guidance and Law (Moses), 5. The
covenant of Eternal Rule (David), 6.
The covenant of the Everlasting
(Jesus).
Each covenant reveals a new dimen‐
sion of human relationships with God
and with each other. Each of these
covenants are described by using the
Bible stories that we all know. These
examples from the Bible are very use‐
ful to our understanding of how living
in a covenantal relationship with Jesus
helps us live our lives in harmony with
God's plans. It is not a journey we do
by ourselves, but rather where to‐
gether we have so much more than
any one of us has alone.
I recommend reading this book if you
have a desire for understanding the
Bible better.

The Two-Way Street: A Poem by Kathleen Norby
Who is pastor to the pastors in their time of human need?
Who is shepherd to the shepherds, when in pastures they would feed?
Even those who are physicians must themselves at times be healed,
Despite abundant knowledge within their chosen field.
You say, “Pastors have the Savior to support and see them through” —
Swift and certain comes the answer: “So Christian friends do you!”
Yet, to have an intercessor in the times of storm and strife,
Helps stabilize the rudder while we sail the sea of life.
As the mountains need the valleys; as the oceans need the shore;
So the pastors need OUR prayers to renew their strength once more.
By Kathleen Norby
(Composed for a pastor whose teenage daughter died of leukemia.)
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