Transformed

“Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is
the good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Romans 12:2).

Transformed: a: “to change in composition or structure,” b: “to change the
outward form or appearance of,” c: “to change in character or condition”
(Webster’s): Synonym: convert.

It is well documented that the gospel has the ability to change lives, the
Apostle Paul was mindful of this, saying, “I thank him that enabled me, even
Christ Jesus our Lord, for that he counted me faithful, appointing me to his
service; though I was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious:
howbeit I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief; and the grace
of our Lord abounded exceedingly with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.
Faithful is the saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief: howbeit for this cause I
obtained mercy, that in me as chief might Jesus Christ show forth all his
longsuffering, for an ensample of them that should thereafter believe on him
unto eternal life” (1 Timothy 1:12-16).

I don’t recall how many times I have heard individuals say, “You don’t know
what I have done! My sins are such that God cannot forgive me.” Not only does
the life of the Apostle Paul contradict this assumption, but also, of the
Romans, the Apostle Paul said, “Know ye not, that to whom ye present
yourselves as servants unto obedience, his servants ye are whom ye obey;
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But thanks be
to God, that, whereas ye were servants of sin, ye became obedient from the
heart to that form of teaching whereunto ye were delivered; and being made
free from sin, ye became servants of righteousness” (Romans 6:16-18), and not
the Romans only, but also of the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul said, “Or know
ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor
abusers of themselves with men, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards,
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were
some of you: but ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God” (1
Corinthians 6:9-11).

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom (the Apostle Paul
said), I am chief” (1 Timothy 1:15), and Jesus says unto you, “Come unto me,
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find



rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew
11:28-30).

The salvation provided through Jesus does, however, require action on your
part: (1) It will require a transformation: “If then ye were raised together with
Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right
hand of God. Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things
that are upon the earth. For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
When Christ, who is our life, shall be manifested, then shall ye also with him
be manifested in glory. Put to death therefore your members which are upon
the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry; for which things' sake cometh the wrath of God upon the
sons of disobedience: wherein ye also once walked, when ye lived in these
things; but now do ye also put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, railing,
shameful speaking out of your mouth: lie not one to another; seeing that ye
have put off the old man with his doings, and have put on the new man, that
is being renewed unto knowledge after the image of him that created him:
where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is all, and in all. Put on
therefore, as God's elect, holy and beloved, a heart of compassion, kindness,
lowliness, meekness, longsuffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving each
other, if any man have a complaint against any; even as the Lord forgave you,
so also do ye: and above all these things put on love, which is the bond of
perfectness. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to the which also
ye were called in one body; and be ye thankful” (Colossians 3:1-15). (2) Don’t
look back: “Remember Lot's wife. Whosoever shall seek to gain his life shall
lose it: but whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it” (Luke 17:32-33).

Remember the words of the Apostle Paul, saying, “I have been crucified with
Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ living in me: and that life
which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself up for me” (Galatians 2:20).



