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LET US KNOW...
If you have a change of address, have a loved one ill or hospitalized, have a new baby, would
like a pastoral visit, or if you would like a special prayer during the prayers of the church
on Sunday, please contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.
Church Email: immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net
Office: 641-236-6691
Pastor’s Email: koeppj@hotmail.com
Pastor’s Cell: 507-829-3901

“The Place of Epiphany”
As you read this, you are either in the midst of Christmas celebration, or in the midst of Epiphany celebration. The season of Epiphany is almost seen as an
afterthought to Christmas in the minds of many. We are
familiar with Advent and Christmas, Lent and Easter.
How does Epiphany fit into the puzzle?
In the early days of church history, the resurrection of our Lord was heralded as
the most important day. It was celebrated every week, as the believers would gather
around God’s word and Sacrament in eager anticipation of Christ’s return. As the
years marched on, Easter became a grand yearly celebration, and times of preparation were developed leading up to it (Lent) and celebration after (Easter Season).
Starting in the second century, Christians in the East began to observe the birth of
Jesus on January 6th. Western Christians later began to observe the birth of our Lord
on December 25th. By the end of the fourth century, churches throughout the world
began to celebrate both of these days on their church calendars. The time between
December 25 and January 6th was known as the 12 Days of Christmas.
In the beginning the church in the east associated the day of Epiphany with Christ’s
baptism. In the western church, since Epiphany was after their day of celebration of
his birth on December 25th, they associated it with the visit of the wise men—the
first manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles. As the church year developed, over
“firsts” of Christ’s ministry were associated with what now know as the Epiphany
season.
The day of Epiphany is always January 6. The length of the Epiphany Season various from year to year, as it is dependent upon the date of Easter—if Easter is early,
Epiphany is shorter. There is a rather interesting aspect to the season as it is marked
by two different liturgical colors. It begins and end with white, which are the colors
of festivity. As a bridge from Jesus birth to His suffering, crucifixion and death, it
shows Jesus’ living life as God in the flesh. We trace some important events from His
baptism to His transfiguration. For the Sundays between these two events, the color
is green; the same color during the Trinity Season in which we mark ordinary time.
Jesus lived as an ordinary man, like each of us; yet He was at the same time fully
God.
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This is epiphany. We use this same term today to describe a moment of revelation, or
a realization of some aspect affecting our lives; an eye-opening tick of time where all
the pieces come together and it just makes sense. The epiphanies spoken of are not
our moments of realization; they are His revealing Himself to us.
The illuminating knowledge of Christ is the point of the texts read during the Epiphany season. We begin with the coming of the Magi, bringing gifts that proclaim to
the world the very work of the Christ-child. Gold proclaims His kingly office and
His divinity. Frankincense proclaims the sacrifice He was to offer upon the cross.
Myrrh proclaims He was to die; die to destroy the power of sin, death, and the devil.
Following the coming of the Magi, we read of Christ’s baptism. As He descends into
the waters, He bears our iniquities. He takes our sins upon Himself, so that in our
baptism He may bestow His life upon us.
Next we read of Jesus’ first miracle at the wedding at Cana. He demonstrates that
not only does He have power over the natural forces of the world, He also upholds
the honor of marriage. Why? Because He uses the marriage relationship to teach us
something about His relationship to us, His bride, the Church.
Easter is early in 2021, so we will begin and end the season of Epiphany in the
month of January. The Last Sunday we read of Jesus’ transfiguration. In a few brief
moments, the veil of humanity is lifted and the disciples behold the glory of Christ;
they will need this strength to make it through the events of Holy Week. As they
watch Jesus suffer, they know He will come again in glory.
Although it is short, it is a wonderful time of celebration for us; especially after 2020.
As the pandemic and its effects linger, we are ever in need of the remembrance just
who Christ is. He is God in the flesh. He was born. He lived a human life, was tempted and never failed. He suffered, was crucified, died, and was buried. He rose again
from the dead, ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. All of this so that we may be His own, and live under Him in His Kingdom for all eternity. Not pandemics, nor politicians can take Jesus away from us.
+Soli Deo Gloria+
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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A Health Update from President Saunders
Greetings Brothers and Sisters in the Service of our Lord,
I wanted to give you all an update on my health and recovery during this
Advent Season. Advent is a time of reflection upon our Lord and upon ourselves. As I reflect upon myself it is clear to me that I am flesh, and a weak
flesh at that. My body is subject to the ravages of a fallen human context.
Little by little, I am reminded that from birth I have been headed for the day
when the angels will receive my soul into eternal paradise. It is a measure
of humility. At the same time I reflect upon the glory and majesty of Christ
our Lord. He who sat on the seat of power and might descended into the
womb of a woman who was of the same weak flesh as mine. Jesus took on
our flesh, my flesh, in order to redeem my body and soul. Talk about humility. With His promise of forgiveness and life splashed all over me in baptism
I have nothing to fear. I do not fear this weak flesh, in fact I rejoice in it for it
reminds me of the power and might of my Savior whose flesh rose in victory
over sin and death.
I say with the deepest appreciation thank you for your many prayers and
comments of encouragement during this time. They have all meant a great
deal to me. I am improving with each day and getting a little stronger as
was told me by my doctors. I really do feel much better. The surgery was a
success and in short order I should be back to regular routine. I am in the
office part-time this week and hope to make that pretty much full-time by
next week. Rehab begins this week so I will know where I am recovery-wise.
I have no pain or discomfort to speak of. The usual time for a breast bone to
heal is 6-8 weeks. I am 4 weeks out and all is healing quite well. I am allowed
to drive again and have preached one sermon which went fairly well. All in
all, I am very blessed by our Lord and by you who have been lifting me to
the Throne of Grace in prayer. Karen and I are grateful for your support and
caring messages. God bless you all and keep you safe.
President Saunders
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter article – January 2021

It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year past in order to
improve the year to come. It’s a time when we sit down to plan and implement what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is planning
our stewardship for the coming year.
Often, we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless, but it doesn’t
have to be. In fact, it is really quite simple and full of joy. So, here are some
tips to make that planning less stressful. You begin by answering these
three questions:
		•
•
•

Who are you?
To whom do I give?
And how much?

So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s Small Catechism
informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s Word? Are you a citizen of society?
Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three estates:
church, society, and family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to society
or family. Our struggles, our difficulties, and our questions arise in giving
to the Church.
So, what is our duty as members of the Church with regard to giving?
Again, the Table of Duties, gives us a guide. If you are a hearer – a member
of the Church who receives instruction – St. Paul taught: “Let the one who
is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal.
6:6). This means the local congregation is primary.
Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer
the Lord’s blessed sacraments to you. Your congregation is the place where
those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the Church, He
has the local congregation in mind. For “the Lord commanded that those
who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor.
9:14).
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How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are
to give:
•
•
•
•
•

Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2);
Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12);
Generously (2 Cor. 8:20);
Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30); and
With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7),
cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).

In other words, giving to the Church is not to be an afterthought, given
after everything else is spent. In this way, it is deliberate. We give regularly
– weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind our
own strengths, weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside before-hand –
before anything else is spent.
From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount.
Ten percent was the standard for the Israelites. This was a command for the
ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask yourself: Do we
really want to be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is
the job of the New Testament Church bigger or smaller than the job given
to Israel?
And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We
give it cheerfully and with love, not out of compulsion. For through the
preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God has
made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace,
promised us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and filled us with
His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is
more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving
Lord invites us to take part in the work that He accomplishes here on earth,
providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel as well as those who are
in need. Taking part in that makes all our work holy – work that is done in
service to the Lord as priestly members of His kingdom.
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THANK YOU

Confirmation Schedule for January
5th & 6th Grades
January 6 Third Article & Meaning (all of it)
January 13 No Class
January 20 Third Article & Meaning (all of it)
January 27 Lord’s Prayer: Introduction & Meaning
7th & 8th Grades
January 6 1st Article & Meaning
Large Catechism 398-401 SCQ 131-139
January 13 No Class
January 20 1st Article & Meaning
Large Catechism 398-401 SCQ 140-147
January 27 2nd Article & Meaning
1) Large Catechism 401-402
2) Formula of Concord Article VIII. The Person of Christ –
Book of Concord 491-495, 581-596 SCQ 148-161
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2021 Immanuel Officers & Board Members
President			
Steve Haase						

LWML President		
Pam Haase

Vice President		
Joel McDonough
				
Secretary			
Kathy Stanek
				
Treasurer			
Chris Christinson
			
Elders
Joel McDonough~Chairman			
Steve Haase							
Darlo Kelting				
Ken Mergen				

LWML Treasurer		
June Routier
LWML Secretary		
Pam Haase
LWML Christian Life
Denise Cadwell
Organist			
Pam Haase
Esther Huedepohl
Church Secretary		
Amber Carnine

Trustees			
Kevin Schultz								
Sunday School Opening
Ben Louden
Pastor Koepp
Melissa Mintle								
Altar Guild				
Board of Education		
Helen Thorpe		
Sherry Baker~Chairman						
June Routier 			
Danielle McDonough			
Danielle McDonough
Markie Koepp			
Pam Haase
			
Pam Sittig
Board of Stewardship 		
Esther Huedepohl (Backup)
Keith Thorpe					
Pamela Sittig						
Diane Schultz
Board of Evangelism & Missions
June Routier~Chairman					
Dianna Kelting
Pam Haase

