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WINDOWS TO OPENA!

3rd Quarter, 2023 Newsletter
Volume 4, Issue 5

August 2023

Next OPENA Meeting:
Tuesday, August 15th at 6:30 pm 

Contents:    

1. OPENA August Program: Crime Watch & Ice Cream Social, Tuesday, August 15th
2. OPENA Officer Elections start soon! 
3. Important! Join DMPT Carolyn King Arnold at Budget Town Hall meetings in August: 8/10, 8/15 or

8/17
4. Dallas BOPA Trash Off at Kiest Park: August 12th 
5. Branch Out Dallas
6. Neighborhood Clean Up, Date to be announced
7. OPENA History: Local Block Parties!  

https://mailchi.mp/5f8b10d0d9ea/windows-to-openaaprilmay-2021-newsletter-10377069?e=[UNIQID]
http://www.opena.org/
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Next OPENA Community Meeting is coming up!
Join us for Crime Watch Program & Ice Cream Social: 

    
Program: Crime Watch & Ice Cream Social 
Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2023 
Time: 6:30 to 8 pm 
Location: St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
at 1302 W Kiest Blvd, Dallas, TX 75224

Join us as for upcoming crime watch program, and enjoy
a cool and refreshing Ice Cream Social! 

Meet with your Neighborhood Patrol Officers.
Get information on crime stats in our neighborhoods.
Learn about the new Online Reporting System.

Meet and greet with your neighbors and have ice cream with
them on a hot summer night! 
  
For more info, visit us at: 
     Website: www.opena.org 
     Facebook at: Oak Park Estates Neighborhood 
     Email us at: OakParkEstates1@gmail.com   

OPENA is OPEN to ALL! 

The Elections are coming!!

OPENA Officer elections will be held at our upcoming Holiday Party on Saturday, November 18th.
Nominations should be submitted by Wednesday, November 8th, 2023, and can be sent to Cynthia White,
Nominations Chair, at: cmwopp@gmail.com.

Click on form below go to the online form that can be edited and emailed to Cynthia White, or
paste: http://www.opena.org/opena-leadership.html

https://goo.gl/maps/36GZVmWF3xMoTpF48
mailto:cmwopp@gmail.com
http://www.opena.org/opena-leadership.html
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Important! City of Dallas Budget sessions: 

Deputy Pro-Tem Mayor Carolyn King Arnold has invited you to three (3) Budget Town Hall meetings
in August, to give residents the opportunity to learn about the budget planning process for next

http://www.opena.org/opena-leadership.html
https://dallascityhall.com/departments/budget/financialtransparency/Pages/budget-town-halls.aspx
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year's budget and to give their feedback to the city officials who will be in attendance at these
meetings. 

The 3 scheduled sessions are available in different mediums: virtual, phone or in-person. 

Thursday, August 10th, 2023 at 6:30pm (Virtual WebEx)
Tuesday, August 15th, 2023 at 6:30pm (Phone) 
Thursday, August 17th, 2023 at 11:30am (In Person, Hiawatha Williams Rec Center)

For more information, click on the image below for details of that session, or scan the QR Code.  For the
overview of all sessions, enter the following address in your browser: 
https://dallascityhall.com/departments/budget/financialtransparency/Pages/budget-town-halls.aspx

https://dallascityhall.com/departments/budget/financialtransparency/Pages/Event-Details.aspx?EID=140&ETitle=%20District%204%20-%20DMPT%20Arnold
https://dallascityhall.com/departments/budget/financialtransparency/Pages/Event-Details.aspx?EID=149&ETitle=%20District%204%20-%20DMPT%20Arnold
https://dallascityhall.com/departments/budget/financialtransparency/Pages/Event-Details.aspx?EID=153&ETitle=%20District%204%20-%20DMPT%20Arnold
https://dallascityhall.com/departments/budget/financialtransparency/Pages/budget-town-halls.aspx
https://dallascityhall.com/departments/budget/financialtransparency/Pages/Event-Details.aspx?EID=140&ETitle=%20District%204%20-%20DMPT%20Arnold
https://dallascityhall.com/departments/budget/financialtransparency/Pages/Event-Details.aspx?EID=149&ETitle=%20District%204%20-%20DMPT%20Arnold


8/6/23, 7:47 PM WINDOWS TO OPENA! August 2023 Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/5f8b10d0d9ea/windows-to-openaaprilmay-2021-newsletter-10377069 5/14

https://dallascityhall.com/departments/budget/financialtransparency/Pages/Event-Details.aspx?EID=153&ETitle=%20District%204%20-%20DMPT%20Arnold
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BOPA COMMUNITY TRASH OFF
 
Community Trashoff is at Kiest Park on August 12th, 2023, 8am - Noon!
Bring your bulky items, electronics, oil, hazardous chemicals (see list below) and documents that
you need securely shredded. For more information, call Code Compliance at 214 670-5708. See
you there!
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Branch Out Dallas 2023
Registration for the Branch Out Dallas program for a free tree will begin Tuesday, September 5, 2023
at Dallas.gov/BranchoutDallas.

For more information, click on the graphics below to view the English or Spanish

http://dallas.gov/branchoutdallas
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flyers or email BranchOutDallas@dallas.gov.  

Planting instructions can be found
at https://dallascityhall.com/departments/waterutilities/DCH%20Documents/Proper%20Planting.pdf

For more Branch Out Dallas program information, https://dallascityhall.com/departments/waterutilities/Pages/branch-out-
dallas.aspx#:~:text=Registration%20for%20the%20Branch%20Out,email%20BranchOutDallas%40dallas.gov.

mailto:branchoutdallas@dallas.gov
https://dallascityhall.com/departments/waterutilities/Pages/branch-out-dallas.aspx#:~:text=Registration%20for%20the%20Branch%20Out,email%20BranchOutDallas%40dallas.gov
https://dallascityhall.com/departments/waterutilities/DCH%20Documents/Proper%20Planting.pdf
https://dallascityhall.com/departments/waterutilities/Pages/branch-out-dallas.aspx#:~:text=Registration%20for%20the%20Branch%20Out,email%20BranchOutDallas%40dallas.gov
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Two events coming to your OPENA neighborhood soon! 

Next OPENA Quarterly Clean Up Drive is pending
for September 2023, with date to be announced as soon

as we have confirmation.  

 
 You can volunteer to help with the neighborhood clean up 

   Sign up on FaceBook Oak Park Estates 
 Or email us at oakparkestates1@gmail.com 

 
 More information to come out soon.

Plan to join us for a few hours on a Saturday 
& show pride in our lovely neighborhood! 

 
 

OPENA Walkers Club to be formed soon... 
We are approaching a time with cooler weather.  This will be a great opportunity to enjoy the outdoors and
get your steps in. Stay tuned for the details! 
 

OPENA History

Second Block Party in Druid Hills History?
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/3084783818496085/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[]%7D
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A block party cookout was held on Saturday, May 20th, at 6:30PM in Druid Hills. Turns out there was at least
one of the same event back in the past...It sounds like both the block party cookouts held in 2023, and the one that
took place back in the early '60s were great successes!

There was one such event somewhere in the early 1960’s for Druid Hills. The organizers were Dr. Kenneth
Collings and his wife, Marie. They were at 2020 W Five Mile Pkwy, neighbors of Pete Handley's parents at
2014. Dr. Collings was Chairman of the Periodontics Department at Baylor Dental School in Dallas, and founder of
the periodontics graduate program there. He, and his wife, Marie, had a tandem bicycle, and would take rides
together, making the circle of Five Mile, Cloudcroft, Siesta, Holiday, then back.
 
Their original plan was to make it for the folks on Five Mile Parkway, from Holiday to Cloudcroft. At that time, Five
Mile ended at a white fence, adjacent to 2008 Cloudcroft. Word got around, and it was then opened up to the folks
on Cloudcroft and Siesta. The City Streets Department was contacted and put temporary barriers up for the day of
the event. Families had kids move backyard picnic tables out in front of the Collings home, lined up, and there was
a good turnout. Lots of neighbors already knew each other, but it was a chance to meet quite a few others and
have a good time.

Fast forward to 2023, the recent event was equally successful, with around 50 neighbors from the three blocks
(Five Mile Parkway, Cloudcroft, and Siesta) and others from the surrounding OPENA area, up to and including
Kiestwood neighbors. It was a joyful gathering with a special appearance by Mayor Pro-Tem Carolyn King Arnold,
who spent time chatting with the group, but especially with the ladies.

Bill McKinney did an excellent job procuring the supplies and cooking on the grill. Cylena and Kelly Joe supplied
tables, chairs and other necessities. Tom Forsyth and Bill McKinney set up canopies, tables, and music. A special
thanks to Don and Susie for their electricity!   Neighbors contributed by bringing sides, creating a delightful
neighborhood feast.

It's heartwarming to see everyone come together for these events, fostering a sense of community and unity. The
organizers encourage other neighborhoods to follow suit and set up their own local block parties, especially with
the cooler weather coming up in the Fall, as it presents an excellent opportunity to bring neighbors together and
celebrate the beauty of the neighborhood.
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(If you want others invited to your block party, feel free send a notice to  oakparkestates1@gmail.com and we can
forward out to the OPENA neighborhood.)

A special thanks to Pete Handley for his great stories that give us historical record of our neighborhood
back in it's early days!

Oak Park Estates Neighborhood Association (OPENA)
Serving Oak Park Estates, Druid Hills & St. Anne’s Hills

Visit us on Facebook @OakParkEstates
Join us at: http://www.opena.org/join-us.html

Our mailing address is:
oakparkestates1@gmail.com

If you have comments or concerns, please direct to OPENA Publications Chairperson:
Paula Cantrell pkcantrell@gmail.com

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

https://www.facebook.com/OakParkEstates
http://www.opena.org/
https://www.facebook.com/OakParkEstates
http://www.opena.org/join-us.html
mailto:oakparkestates1@gmail.com
https://opena.us1.list-manage.com/profile?u=b77c264dbb263ae73606f6f4a&id=f68c4d9ee5&e=[UNIQID]&c=f1e3af4555
https://opena.us1.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=b77c264dbb263ae73606f6f4a&id=f68c4d9ee5&e=[UNIQID]&c=f1e3af4555
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