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Did we miss your birthday
or anniversary?
Please call the
Parish Office.

Thank you to our talented
youth members who created
this delightful presentation:
Freddie Roberts, Kassie
Roberts, Katelynn Miller,
Nate Bollino, Sophie Bollino,
and Jamie Staup.
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Dear Friends in Christ,
I’m sure you enjoyed, as I did, the movie of a few years ago called The King’s
Speech. It told the story of the British monarch King George VI and his unexpected accession to the throne following his brother Edward’s abdication. And
it described the special challenges the new king faced, having to overcome a
childhood stammer in order to address his countrymen at the start of World
War II. The climax of the film is his successful radio speech to the nation in the
fall of 1939.

From the
Rector’s
Desk

This was, however, but one of two important speeches the king gave that year.
For his Christmas address of 1939, King George included, at the end, a poem
that his daughter (the future Elizabeth II) greatly admired and had encouraged
him to read. It was a passage from a larger work entitled “God Knows,” written
by Minnie Louise Haskins. The portion that the king recited begins,
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”
And he replied:
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”
Although the world’s situation from which King George spoke is substantially
different from our own, the anxieties we feel, particularly in the wake of recent
terrorist attacks, are, I think, similar to those then confronting the British people
on the eve of war. We also are facing a determined enemy, and we also are
questioning our ability to overcome such an evil while not sacrificing our ideals.
And so the words that the monarch spoke then are still relevant now. For our
times require the same kind of trust, the same level of grace-inspired courage
to which King George appealed. Whether in the world at large or in our own
lives, we are likewise called on to place our hand “into the hand of God.”
Still, it is a reaching “into the darkness,” as the poet describes. We cannot ever
fully see the other side toward which we travel, cannot always know the shape
and reach of the hopes we hold. In our stress and fear (our own private darkness?), we yearn for a “light” to guide us--one absolute certainty, one perfect
answer. Yet faith tells us that such a light already shines there, placed in our
souls by a God who is faithful, who will not betray our trust. All God asks for is
our hand; all he seeks is our sign of acceptance.
And yes, that other side may prove different from the one we had expected,
and that light may show us challenges we had never sought. It may turn out
that our own “certainties,” even our own hopes, do not finally align with God’s
will. Still, through it all, we can be confident in the strength of God’s promises,
secure in our memory of his many gifts. We can be assured of his protection
and guidance.
May some of this same spirit, some of this truth “shine” on each of us, as we
stand at the “gate” of this year. Whatever the future holds, may we rejoice together in the things that both unite and embolden us--in our shared history of
faith, our common heritage of trust. And may we find in the love of Christ the
light that is “better than light” and the path “safer than a known way.”
Many blessings--and a Happy New Year!

Fr. Gordon+
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2016 Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday, January 24
On that Sunday there will be

One service at 9:00 a.m.
Refreshments and the meeting will immediately follow the
service.
Outreach News January 2016
The Outreach Committee closed 2015 with a meeting on Dec. 14.

Ongoing ministries of foodbank collections and bread and produce sales continued.
The UTO collection taken throughout November resulted in $380 collected, not counting
boxes turned in since funds were sent to the diocese. Those late arriving funds will be held
for later submission to the diocese.
The Frederick Chorale concert in appreciation of SHIP’s efforts to support homeless students in Frederick County yielded a donation to SHIP of $700 from the Chorale and $100
from a person attending the concert. The Chorale is very appreciative of the use of the
sanctuary for the concert.
End of year funds will go to:
Friends of Pine Ridge Reservation, $2000, to supplement Giving Tree contributions
which will be used for food, toiletry and firewood boxes.
To address refugee resettlement needs within the diocese, $5000 will be sent to Episcopal Refugee & Immigrant Center Alliance (ERICA).
The giving tree to support residents of the Pine Ridge reservation via One Spirit and Kaleidoscope Daycare on the Cherokee reservation in North Carolina was placed in the Narthex
on November 29. Gifts will be collected through January 3, 2016 and will be shipped to the
respective destinations.
Look for information about a special “Souper Bowl Sunday” collection of items for the Middletown Foodbank.
The next committee meeting is planned for February 13, 2016.
Linda Myers
Outreach Committee Chair
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SHIP
SHIP – Student Homeless Initiative Partnership – is a relatively new organization on
the scene in Frederick. For years, there
have been facilities and services for homeless adults, but very little for families with
children. Furthermore, there is a dramatic
increase in the number of children in our
Frederick County Public School system that
have become homeless during the recent
few years. Charities try to help, but the facilities and personnel to help these families are
sparse. Enter SHIP.
One gray afternoon, the week before Christmas, a call came into SHIP from a guidance
counselor at one of our local schools. The
family of a student suddenly had become
homeless. The father had lost his job and
they were not able to pay rent; consequently,
they were being evicted. The children needed clothing. The SHIP coordinator put out a
request on the SHIP Facebook page for
shirts and pants for both children, a boy aged
10 and a toddler girl. In less than half an
hour, all the clothing requests were filled by
generous donors. At that point, the message
went up, “All items spoken for.”
Frederick is a most unusual community in
this way. If a need is found, people step up
to fill it. SHIP arranges to pick up the clothing or whatever the need is, and the donations are delivered to the school. All the donated items are donated anonymously. No
names are attached to either the donors or
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the recipients. But everything that is donated
is new, from a store, and lovingly given to the
children in need.
SHIP was founded nearly three years ago by
a group of people in Frederick who had noted
the growing number of homeless children in
Frederick County Public Schools. An agreement between the school system and SHIP
was signed, and this has made the donation
program possible. The response on the part
of the public has been heartening. Nearly
2000 people read the SHIP Facebook page.
Whatever the need, someone comes forward
to fill it. In addition to clothing, SHIP also collects money to pay for emergency hotel/
motel stays while other community services
are identified. Money also is used to pay for
school activity fees or another need identified
by the family.
The Church of the Transfiguration has been
a generous supporter of SHIP, and individuals in the congregation also have stepped up
to help in emergencies. It is heartwarming,
and the community is grateful. Thank you for
your continuing support of homeless children
in Frederick County. For further information,
visit the SHIP website, Facebook page, or
contact Katie Groth for specific information,
such as where to send checks should you
wish to donate. SHIP is a designated 501
(c) (3) under the IRS, so donations are tax
deductible.

New Advent Wreath Donated
Thanks to a generous contribution by Ralph and Vilma
Geiger, we have a beautiful new Advent wreath and
stand, both which were blessed on November 29, the
First Sunday of Advent.
A memorial plaque, dedicated to their son Gary, will later
be attached to the stand. Thank you dear friends for your
lovely gift!

- Katie Groth
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Ladies Lunch
January Women’s Dinner
The next Women’s Dinner will be held on
Tuesday, January 5th, at the Kittiwat Thai
Kitchen, 5205 President's Ct , Frederick MD,
21703 (intersection of Crestwood Blvd. &
Corporate Drive). Reviews are excellent and
the menu can be viewed at
www.kittiwat.com.

The COTT Ladies Lunch Group met on
Tuesday, December 15 for their annual
Christmas Cookie Gala.

Meet at the restaurant at 6:30, or a carpool
will leave from the church at 6:15.
This is a wonderful opportunity to get to
know more members of COTT - conversation is always lively and fun. Do you have a
restaurant suggestion for a future dinner?
Share it with us!
Questions? Contact Marusia Zearfoss at
Marusiaz1@comcast.net or 301-371-8704.

We enjoyed a delicious beef vegetable
soup provided by Ruth Wallace. Dessert
was a sampling of all of our lovely cookies.
A wonderful time was had by all.
The next Ladies’ Lunch is scheduled for
Tuesday, January 19. All COTT ladies and
friends are invited.
- Robin Rolph

Men’s Dinner
The men of COTT will once again meet for dinner on the fourth Tuesday of the month
(January 26th) at a local restaurant. The location will be announced in the bulletin and via
email.

Decorating the Christmas Tree
For the past four years Rachel Williams has
assisted Sue Wirths in decorating the
church tree with the hand-made
ornaments which are an integral part of our
history.
Home on break from college, Rachel once
again was on hand to continue this tradition.
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Refugees and Holy Innocents Today – A message from the bishops of
the Diocese of Maryland
Posted on December 29, 2015
Each year the Church usually observes Holy Innocents on December 28. (This year
it’s December 29 for calendar reasons). It
stems from the story in the Gospel of Matthew (2:13-18) when Joseph is told in a
dream to take Mary and Jesus and “flee to
Egypt” because Herod is sending troops to
kill the babies in Bethlehem.
And so we are reminded the Holy Family
became refugees from oppression with a
days old baby to flee to another country.
This happened not long after tidings of
great joy were proclaimed.
We have been moved over these past
weeks and months of images of refugees
fleeing war, oppression, and persecution
seeking only safety. We have heard those
who foment fear of those who are different
from us. We reaffirm words from the pastoral letter, “Welcoming the Stranger” from
your bishops in September 2010:

“In considering the challenges posed by
immigration, we must first recall that all human beings are created in the image and
likeness of God (Gen. 1:26-27). This essential insight underlies our understanding
of human rights. All human beings have
inherent worth and intrinsic dignity. Worth
and dignity are not bestowed by governments or constitutions, nor can they be undermined by vulnerability or neediness. Rather, we are taught to respect and value
every human being because all are created
in the image of God.”
Of course we expect our government to
take appropriate precautions in examining
the backgrounds of those wishing to enter
our country. But we must be guided as
people of faith by the centuries-old admoni-

tions of our Scriptures. We urge to read
“Welcoming the Stranger” to better understand our faith history of interacting with
people of difference.
As 2016 begins we find ourselves engulfed
in a sea of divisive and hate-filled rhetoric
in our country. We have heard of calls for
banning the immigration of Muslims, of
painting all Muslims with a suspicious
brush. That is no different than saying the
Ku Klux Klan represents all Christians. It is
arbitrary fear-mongering for political gain
and we deplore such speech.

An expansive group of religious and social
leaders in our country have authored “An
Open Letter to American Politicians and the
American Public.” In it more than 50 leaders outline what people of faith and those
with civic responsibilities believe is an attack on all members of one religion because of the actions of the few who believe
a perverted view of religious teachings.
“As faith and community leaders that value
our own freedom of religion, we state unequivocally that we love our Muslim siblings
in humanity,” the leaders wrote in late December. We, your bishops, endorse these
words and join these leaders is calling for
people of faith, or no faith, to stand against
any speech that would deny freedom to
any human being on religious grounds.
Faithfully,
Bishop Chilton R. Knudsen

Bishop Eugene Taylor Sutton
Posted in What’s New
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2
Feast of the
Holy Name

9:30a AA

Morning Prayer
with Eucharist

7:30p AA

9:00 a.m.
Office Closed

3

4

Healing - both services 9:00a Morning Prayer
8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed

5

6

7

8

9

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:30a AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

7:30p AA
7:00p Bridge Club

6:30p Women's Dinner 7:00p Vespers/ Rite of

7:30p Choir

Healing

8:30p AA

PM - AA

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:30a AA

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir

7:30p AA
7:00p Bridge Club

7:00p B & F

8:30p AA

PM - Chorale & AA

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:30a AA

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

12:00p Ladies' Lunch

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

11:30a Vestry

7:00p Bridge Club

7:00p Brit Club
7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir

8:30p AA

27

28

29

7:30p AA

PM - Chorale & AA

24

25

26

30

ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING

Single Service
9:00

9:30a AA
12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:30p Choir

8:30p AA

7:30p AA

Meeting follows

6:30p Men's Dinner
7:00p Bridge Club

PM - Chorale & AA

Rector Vacation

31
8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed
10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality
11:30a Vestry
PM - Chorale & AA

VESTRY
Do you have a question about anything regarding C.O.T.T?
Our Vestry members are here to help
talk to one of them or
Fr. Gordon any time.

Class of 2015

Class of 2016

Rachel Delchamps

Dorothy Beaird

Matt Holcomb
Tony Traini

Bill Spare
Marusia Zearfoss

Class of 2017
Barbara Collins

Richard Galliher
Robin Heiser
Janet Roberts – Sr. Warden
Brad Staup – Jr. Warden

George Roberts – Treasurer
Marsha Burrell - Clerk

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. Christian Education for All

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:30 a.m. Hospitality
1st Sunday of each month Anointing and Prayers for Healing
follow each service
Morning Prayer - Mon through Friday - 9:00 a.m.
Vespers with Rite of Healing - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.

CONTACT US
Church Office Phone Number:
301-371-7505
Rectory Phone Number:
301-371-6227
Church E-mail Address: transfiguration1@verizon.net
For Pastoral Emergencies, Church Members should contact the office at 301-371-7505 or via e-mail
at transfiguration1@verizon.net
Email Rev. Gordon De La Vars at fr.gordoncott@gmail.com
Contact Associate Pastor Rev. Ellen Hurwitz at (301) 293-1514
www.thechurchofthetransfiguration.com

The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
PO Box 87
6909 Maryland Avenue
Braddock Heights, MD 21714

