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How to reach us…. 

 

Church Office 

507-235-5382 

Hours: Tuesday—Friday 

9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

 

E-mail 

uccsecretary319@gmail.com 

 

Web Site Address 

www.fairmontucc.org 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Fairmont, Minnesota 

First Congregational UCC 

319 Downtown Plaza 

Fairmont, MN  56031 

WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

      Office Hours: 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Friday   9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Rev. Cory’s phone: 507-399-8282 

Worship Hours 

Worship 10:00 

Sunday school 10:00 

Communion the first Sunday of 
every month.   



MAY 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

 
 
 
Meals on Wheels 

2 

 

 

 
Meals on Wheels 

3 

4:00 Confirmation 
6:00 Worship Bd. 
7:00 Choir  

 
 
Meals on Wheels 

4 

11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
1:00 TOPS (CH) 
 
 
Meals on Wheels 

5 

 

 

 
Meals on Wheels 

6 

7  

Communion 
10:00 Worship/ 
Sunday School 

8 

 

 

 
Meals on Wheels 

9 

10:00  
Lakeview  
Communion 
7:00 Facilities Bd 
 
Meals on Wheels 

10 

4:00 Confirmation 
5:30 Diaconate Bd, 
Mission Bd 
5:45 CE Bd 
7:00 Choir  

Meals on Wheels 

11 

11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
1:00 TOPS (CH)
5:15 Hospitality 
Bd.   
Meals on Wheels 

12 

9:00 Council  
Agenda Items 
Due 
 
 
Meals on Wheels 

13 

14 

Mother’s Day 

10:00 Worship/ 
Sunday School 

15 

 

 

 
Meals on Wheels 

16 

10:00  
Goldfinch 
Communion 

17 

4:00 NO Confirmation 
5:45 Church Council  
7:00 Choir  

18 

Ascension Day 

11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
1:00 TOPS (CH) 

19 

9:00 Newsletter 
items Due 

20 

21 Senior/

Teacher/SS  
children 
Recognition 
10:00 Worship/ 
Last Sunday 
School 

22 23 

 

24 

4:00 NO Confirmation 
7:00 Choir  

25 

 9:30 Bible Study 
11:30 MRCI 
(HH/FS) 
1:00 TOPS (CH) 

26 27 

28 

Pentecost 
Sunday 
10:00 Worship 
Blessing Box 
collection 

29 

Memorial Day 

30 31 

4:00 Confirmation 
5:30 Free Community 
Meal 
 

   



 



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

FAIRMONT, MN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 4-19-2023 

Members Present: Abigail Anderson, Catherine Johnson, Kay Campe, Sue Kruse, Larry Lasch, Robbin 

Celander, Erica Jorgensen, Amanda Forstrom, Amber Brummond, Cindy Huset and Christina Hainy. Ex-officio 

members present: Pastor Cory and Dara Bliesmer, Ass’t Treasurer.  

The Council met in Heritage Hall at 5:45 PM. The meeting was called to order by Moderator Abigail Anderson. 

Pastor Cory led in prayer. Motion to approve the minutes from the March 15th meeting was M/S/C 

(Catherine/Kay). 

Treasurer’s Report: Catherine Johnson reported that we are in good financial shape and that some money has 

already been donated towards new sanctuary carpet. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Cory reported that his time in Alabama was a good continuing education experience. 

He mentioned doing a graveside service on April 1st for a community member without a home church. He is one 

of the pastors on-call for that service. Coming up is a baptism, Emma’s college graduation and an Air National 

Guard medical mission “deployment” to Idaho Native American reservations for two weeks in May. 

BOARD REPORTS: 

 Christian Education: Amber Brummond noted that they were unable to meet this month. They will not 

be able to commit to helping at the front lawn carnival during IHD due to their schedules. 

Hospitality:  Erica Jorgensen said they are meeting on the April 25th and are serving the April free 

community meal. 

 Facilities: Larry Lasch brought in a carpet cleaning bid. A motion was M/S/C to hire Jill H. to clean the 

church’s carpets for approximately $354 (cost may vary slightly by amount of time spent cleaning). 

(Robbin/Erica) 

 Diaconate: Sue Kruse stated that they have been working on the Cares & Concerns list. 

Mission: Amanda Forstrom said the March blessing box food drive for Heaven’s Table brought in $940 

and 250 pounds of food was donated. Meals on Wheels will be delivered by our church May 1-15. 

 Worship:  Cindy Huset reported that the Worship board will serve the May Free Community Meal. 

 

Rummage Sale Committee Report: Kay Campe stated that the rummage sale is the first weekend in August.  

Dropoff dates are July 22-31. Clothing will NOT be accepted. The stage will be a storage location before the 

sale. Each board should try to clean out any of their items on the stage and in their areas. The committee will 

meet again in June. 

OLD BUSINESS: Discussed IHD events. No committee right now for a front lawn carnival. Pork chop/pie 

social is 11-2. Quilt show is 10-3. Still looking at breakfast on the lawn for car show participants. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

• Discussion on upgrading Dara’s Quickbook software. Motion was M/S/C to move to online 

Quickbooks. (Catherine/Amber) 

• Abigail summarized the questions/answer session by Rev. Kelly Gallagher about OCWM and the MN 

Conference. Rev. Gallagher mentioned the website several times: uccmn.org.  

• Discussion on cleaning out the banner room. Each board can look at items stored there. 

• Looking for donations of coupons for the Martin County Cleanup Days to get rid of items that cannot be 

donated after the church rummage sale. 

Moderator Abigail Anderson adjourned the meeting, and Pastor Cory closed with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Christina Hainy, Clerk 



Date Memory/Honor of Designation From 

MEMORIALS 

 

 Memory of Kenneth Rachuy 

Memory of Kenneth Rachuy 

Memory of Norman Kohlmeyer 

Memory of EvaLyn Carlson 

Memory of Verna Lunz 

Memory of Kenneth Rachuy 

Memory of Verna Lunz 

Memory of Verna Lunz 

Honor of Jim & Barb Bock 

 

Memory of Peggy Heinrich 

Memory of Verna Lunz 

Memory of Betty Schumann 

Memory of Verna Lunz 

Wireless Mic 

Wireless Mic 

Starfish 

 

Capital 

Wireless Mic 

Starfish 

Carpet 

 

General 

Starfish 

 

Starfish 

 

19-Mar 

19-Mar 

26-Mar 

26-Mar 

26-Mar 

2-Apr 

2-Apr 

2-Apr 

2-Apr 

2-Apr 

2-Apr 

2-Apr 

9-Apr 

16-Apr 

Jane Kotewa 

Joy Rachuy 

Jon & Cindy Anderson 

Mary Don Kislingbury 

Larry & Carolyn Thompson 

Barbara & William Bittman 

Jane Kotewa 

Daniel & Debra Thate 

Margaret Weaver 

Les Heinrich 

Les Heinrich 

Memorials 

Larry & Carolyn Thompson 

Cory & Carisa Andersen 

Hy-Vee & Fareway Report as of 23 April 2023 
 
 
During the last five weeks, $18,416.20 (12.28%) worth of Hy-Vee slips were received.    After 17 weeks, 
Hy-Vee is at $72,304.66 (48.20%) toward the 16th $150,000 goal.  If we could get to the $150,000 by 
the 31st of May, we could get the $1,000, BUT we received a letter from Hy-Vee stating that people are 
doing too good of a job saving their slips and the expense for this program is exceeding their budget, 
therefore starting the 1st of June, it will take $200,000 worth of slips to receive the $1,000.  We have 
been getting to the $150,000 goal in about 44 weeks and the new $200,000 will take almost 60 weeks. 
 
During the same time, $10,078.34 (6.72%) worth of Fareway slips were received.  After 119 weeks, 
Fareway reached the goal for the 4th time and is at $8,839.17 (5.89%) toward our 5th $150,000 goal. 
The slips were turned into Fareway on the 9th of April. 
 
This program started the first of March 2011, so any slips from then until now can be used.  Slips from 
2018 were received during this period of time.  A couple of people did specials only at Hy-Vee and had a 
total bill of on 28 cents.  They all help.  Any Fairmont Fareway and Hy-Vee food store register slip can 
be used.  Even slips from Hy-Vee Fast & Fresh (Gas), Coffee Shop, Food Service, and Pharmacy help us 
toward the goal.  Thanks to all who bring/mail the slips to the Church, or mailing them or dropping 
them off at my house.  Even the very small amounts help.   
 
Reported by; 
Jim Bock 
 

Our deepest sympathy to the family of Jim Hough.  

Jim passed away on April 22. 





Christian Education  News: 

Mission Minute: 

*Reminder to get your reimbursement forms turned in for any upcoming sum-

mer camps! 

*LAST DAY of Sunday School is Sunday, May 21st! On that day, we will have 

Senior Recognition, Sunday School Children Recognition & Teacher  

Recognition!! 

**May’s Blessing Box is for Relay for Life. The Martin County event will be 

held on Saturday, June 24th from 4 PM-11PM. There will also be a car show there 

at the same time. If you’d like to be a part of our team, look for the signup at the 

back of the church. 

**We donated $940 to Heaven’s Table from the March Blessing Box,  AND 250 

pounds of food was donated! 

**We are delivering Meals on Wheels May 1-15. Thank you to our volunteer 

drivers this year!  

 

Fundraising for NEW SANCTUARY CARPET!! 

We are aiming to raise $6000 in donations by June 15th for new carpet up the aisle in the 

sanctuary, on the stairs and up into the choir loft. Please, write “carpet” in the memo line of 

your check if you would like to donate! Memorials designated for the carpet will be accept-

ed as well. All donations will be matched. 





 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to Sherry Voyles, Kathy 
Jorgensen, Lorie Zoeller and Margo 
Weaver for folding and sealing the 

April newsletter!                                    
 

Thank you to our church 

family for your support and 

prayer while Carson was in 

the NICU. We are so grateful 

to have such vigilant prayer 

warriors in our corner!  

Bless you all! 

With love and gratitude,  

Steve and Janine Draper 

GRATEFUL 

Your thoughtfulness at this 

time means more than words 

can say. Thank you for 

your kindness. 

The family of 

Verna Lunz 

Sincerely, Bob 

Correction to last month’s newsletter: Doug and 

Kris Fuller just celebrated their 41st anniversary 

on April 10th. Happy Anniversary!! 

 

Congratulations to Scottie 

Jean Celander and her 

family on her baptism!! 





Congratulations to our graduating Seniors,  

Hannah Goerndt, Paige Hainy and Skyler Weber!  







Refrigerator Pickles 

12 C Cucumbers, thinly sliced 

  4 C Onion, thinly sliced 

  3 C Vinegar 

  3 C Sugar 

  1/3 C Salt 

  1 tsp Celery Seed 

  1 tsp Mustard Seed 

  1 tsp Turmeric 

 

Pack jars with cucumbers & onions. 

Boil rest of ingredients until sugar is dissolved.   

Pour in jars.  Cool.  Cover tightly and refrigerate at least 

24 hours. 

Should make about 4 quarts. 

These pickles are so good that you may want to plant cucumbers this month!! Thanks to Kay 

Campe and Elaine Zoeller for sharing this recipe. Thanks to Donna Grotte for sharing Bernice 

Dvorak’s recipe (which was mostly the same). Huge jars of these pickles used to be found in our 

church refrigerator to be enjoyed at meals! They were made by various wonderful church ladies 

over the years! 

Elaine’s original recipe: 

Bernice’s notes: 

Best to dissolve the sugar in the solution 

(sugar, turmeric, vinegar & pickling salt) 

first, and then cut up your cucumbers into 

the jar. Next, add the celery seed, mustard 

seed and the sliced onions (she notes pep-

pers are always good added.) She uses a 

gallon jar. At first it looks like you won’t have 

enough syrup but there is plenty. The cu-

cumbers soften and you can push them down 

to add more cucumbers. Leave on the coun-

ter for about 24 hours. Then, refrigerate. 



 Happy Anniversary to: 
May  1 Kevin & Kelly Moller   41 years    
May  3 Kris & Wendy Ziemer    26 years  
May  3 Michael & Kara Rowan    9 years  
May  6 Carolyn & Larry Thompson 57 years     
May  6 Randy & Marcia Musser  46 years 
May  9 Tom & Kathy Jorgensen  53 years  
May 17 Izzy & Pauline Cruz   38 years 
May 25 John & Sherry Larson  49 years  
May 28 Dave & Sue Eisenbacher  12 years  
May 30 Dave & Karen Cone   26 years  

   Happy Birthday to: 
1     Kamara Cone   
4     Louis Goerndt   
6     Jodi Kuhlers   
9     Justin Thedens  
       Grace Kotewa  
10    John Roiger   
12    Andrea Thate  
       Bennett Zabel  
13    Sherry Larson  
15    Larry Thompson  
        Carolyn Thompson  
        Hanna Johnson  

16    Dylan Celander   
19    Dr. Alice Maday    
20    Anne (Saxton) Wenz   
21     Jim Chipman   
23     Maia Goerndt     
     Reagan Shoen   
24    Lisa Meschke   
        Paxton Rachuy  
25    Lorie Zoeller   
31    Cory Hainy   
  


