2 PETER


PETER’S 2nd Letter 
1 Peter was one of Jesus’ followers who encouraged others to follow God’s advice for a better life.  He wrote this letter to those who were following it to some degree, but not to the extent that Jesus did.

Encouragement to Follow God’s Advice
Dear Friends,

Jesus promised that the more we follow his example, the more we’ll enjoy life as God intended.  So you should try hard to follow his example and care about everyone, not just your friends.  Since he predicted that I’m soon going to die, I want to help you follow his example while I’m still alive so you’ll continue doing so after I’m gone.  
Those of us who personally knew Jesus have told you what a great impact he made in our lives.  A few of us were on the mountain when God confirmed that Jesus was God’s special messenger.  But God’s advice should have an even greater impact on you because it’s like the sun displacing the darkness at dawn.  It’s important to remember that God motivates people to share God’s advice with others.  They don’t do it on their own.
2 Some people distort God’s advice, as others have done in the past.  A lot of people follow such distorted advice because it appeals to their self-centeredness.  So God will let them suffer the consequences, like those who ignored God’s advice in the past.  As you know, only Noah and seven others survived the flood long ago because they followed God’s advice.  Everyone else was destroyed.  
Another example of what happens when people ignore God’s advice is the fiery destruction of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah long ago.  Lot was the only one who followed God’s advice and was upset by the people’s disgusting behavior, so God helped him escape before the cities were destroyed.  God is ready and willing to help others escape similar situations, but those who are self-centered and refuse to respect their leaders will suffer the consequences.  God’s messengers don’t need to ask God to punish such arrogant people, because they’ll suffer the consequences, like animals that ignore their instincts.  
People who ignore God’s advice are as useless to others as a well that produces no water, or a cloud that produces no rain.  Such people have drinking parties and encourage others to ignore God’s advice, as God’s spokesman Balaam did long ago.  But God enabled Balaam’s donkey to speak to him and convince him to change his mind.  

Although their own life was miserable, some people convinced those who had begun following God’s advice to do whatever they wanted.  But now their life is worse than it was before.  They would have been better off not to have enjoyed a better life at all than to experience it for a while and then return to their previous lifestyle.  They’re like a dog that returned to eat its own vomit, or a washed pig that went back into the mud.
3 I’m writing this second letter to remind you to follow God’s advice, which God’s spokesmen encouraged your ancestors to follow long ago and which Jesus’ followers have encouraged you to follow.  It doesn’t look like things have changed much since the beginning of time, so I want to warn you that self-centered people will make fun of God’s promise that you’ll enjoy a better life.  But they forget that God created the world long ago by separating the water, which later caused many people to die in the major flood.
Some day there will also be a huge fire in which people will again suffer the consequences for refusing to follow God’s advice.  Exactly when this will happen is not important.  God doesn’t break a promise, as some people would like to think.  But God is very patient and wants everyone to have ample opportunity to improve their attitude and behavior.  So you’ll need to follow God’s advice if you want to avoid the coming fire.  
We look forward to a new world in which people will enjoy the kind of life God originally intended.  So try hard to follow God’s advice, as our good friend Paul encouraged you to do in his letters.  Those who distort it will suffer the consequences, so don’t let them mislead you.  
Try to care as much about others as Jesus did.  We’ll always admire him for that.





Sincerely,







Peter
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