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A New Year, a New Look for the Newsletter

President’s Letter
Dear Members,
This was a busy month for Joanne and I.
We went to the Zephyrhills AutoFest,
which most of us know very well. The
Sierra’s, who are members of our club,
have put this event on for decades. Now
the reins are over to “tenants” from the
well-known Sumter County Swap Meet,
and the Sierra’s are optimistic that it will
continue to grow.
The next week we were at Carlisle Car
Show, Swap Meet & Auction in
Lakeland. Many of our members came
by to say hello at our set-up. Other
members reported a good time on the
same weekend at the Ocala AACA
National Winter Meet. Don’t forget to let
us know if you were at either event to
get your participation points!
March is going to be a great month. The
2nd Wednesday’s Meet-up will be at the
home of Howie & Barb Mednick. We
have a wonderful Tour planned for
Saturday, March 18. This was organized

by Howie and Frank. We hope to see
you all there!
Personally, our big project car this past
21 months has been the 1933 Rolls
Royce, and she is now complete. She
was accepted to Amelia Island Concours
D’Elegance on March 12. Joanne and I
will be there with owners Carl & Rita
Cannon. For those who have never
attended Amelia, you should make the
trek at least once, and now is the time.
This is equivalent to Pebble Beach, a real
fantastic display of history. Buy tickets
online and avoid the lines.
Our editor, Joanne has been awarded
THE AWARD OF MASTER EDITOR for
the 2016 newsletter. Our club has now 2
national awards. Good job Joanne.
Let’s Tour Our Cars!

Brando
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Meet-Ups

New shirts are here and for sale @$27; Pins $5;
Windbreakers $21.
Call Ron Martin (813) 220-5109

Calendar Ahead

Our Monthly Meet-ups are held on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month. Arrive at 6:30pm, the
meeting starts at 7pm and lasts for approximately
one hour. Snacks usually provided by the host.
When meeting at a restaurant, then please arrive at
6pm to eat.
NEXT MEET-UP: Wednesday March 8, 2017

Home of Howie and Barb Mednick
2706 Coastal Range Way, Lutz, FL.

March
4

AACA Naples Depot Car
Show

Naples

4

Streetside Classics Car
Show

Wesley Chapel

4

Dade City Car Show

Dade City

5

Shoppes at Wiregrass Car
Show

Wesley Chapel

5

Webster Swap Meet

Sumter Co.
Fairgrounds

8

AACA Hillsborough
Meet-up

Howie & Barb
Mednick
2706 Coastal Range
Way,Lutz, FL

1012

Amelia Island Concours
D’Elegance

Amelia Island, FL

18

AACA/CCCA/ TVACA
Car Tour

Howie Mednick
808-347-0912

March

Sun City Center

Apollo Beach

12- Mickey Carlson

19

Rotary Club Car Show
26

Festival of Speed

3- Tony Santos
Howie-in-the-Hills
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Member Profile
By Dona Hornung

Leo & Thi Dougherty
I am originally from the Finger
Lakes area of western New York
State. I was born in Geneva, NY
and grew up in a little village
called Ovid. It is located almost
centrally between Seneca Lake
and Cayuga Lake. Currently I
own a Toyota Tacoma pickup truck and Thi owns a
Toyota Prius. These are our personal cars. While I
used to own a 1939
Plymouth that had
been in the ESPN
Original
Entertainment madefor-TV movie 3: The
Dale Earnhardt Story, it is now owned by someone
in California. We recently purchased a 1989 Jaguar
XJS convertible from Vic Piano, so that is our new
old car. In addition we
also have a Class C
motorhome but we don’t
use it as often as I would
like to.
While Thi loved old
Black Beauty she could
not drive it because it was a standard shift
transmission. Now, however, she will be able to
drive the new old car (which I have named Lady
Gayle Michelle after my daughter) because it has an
automatic transmission. As many know, Thi is from
Vietnam and her dream when her family came here
more than 20 years ago was to own a convertible car
one day. She is excited about getting the Jaguar
ready for safe driving so she can take a spin in it
behind the wheel.

As a little girl around the age of 12 she was living in
Saigon, where she was born, during the Vietnam
War. She saw war at a very young age. Her father
was a major in the South Vietnam Army and was
fighting against the communists along with
American troops. When Saigon fell her father was
offered transportation for him and his family from
Vietnam to the United States. He told me that he
thought about it but believed his place was in
Vietnam fighting against the communists so he told
the Army to take his family and he would stay
behind. His family decided that if he wasn’t going
they weren’t going and they stayed in Saigon.
Saigon eventually fell to the communists and her
family lost everything. Her father was captured by
the North Vietnamese and was imprisoned in the
north of Vietnam near the Chinese border for about
11 years. Thi told me her mother had to work three
jobs to support her and three children. After her
father was released they were able to get
transportation to the United States and landed in
Tampa. It was her father, her mother, herself and her
son, and her younger brother with about $80
between them. Eventually all became citizens and
have assimilated into our culture.
As for hobbies, she often makes costume jewelry
using beads, once in a while creates silk flower
displays. My greatest hobby is auto racing. I was
driving my race car,
a 1934 Ford coupe,
at East Bay Raceway
Park until February
of last year but
started having dizzy
spells so I stopped. I
still own the car and
I have a driver for
the car so I still get
to enjoy my hobby
vicariously through someone else.

Cheers!

Leo & Thi Dougherty
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AACA National Winter
Meet in Ocala, FL.
By Ken Hornung
Rich Diorio and I attended the AACA winter
national meet in Ocala on Saturday 02-25-17.
We saw at least one person we knew, Angelo
Rumore, and he was busy judging some of the
beautiful cars. When I first started looking at the
cars, I could not believe how original and
pristine they were. The paint looked like it was
still wet on many cars and the engines looked
like they just came out of the box, all brand
new.
Then Rich pointed out how lots of these
automobiles were trailer queens... (a bad word
as far as Brando is concerned ). I thought yes,
this is the largest collection of trailer queens
that I have ever seen. But that is how they get
and keep these cars as beautiful as they are.
When Rich talked to the guy with the Ford
Bronco he was told the restoration was two
years old, and the car has 7 miles on it. That is
not driving your car.
Some of my favorites were the Woodies. There
were at least 3 there and several other trucks
that put some beautiful wood to good use. Also
the ‘56, ‘57, ‘58, Chevy's were outstanding.
It was great weather and an excellent place for
the event.
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Club Tour
Saturday, March 18
By Howie Mednick, Club Tour Coordinator

Officers & Board of Directors
President:
Brando Pistorius
813-917-9205 brando@oldwheel.com
Vice President:
Ron Martin
Secretary:
Leo Dougherty
Treasurer:
Marlene Hall

We will all meet on Saturday, March 18th at 8:30 at
the Dunkin Donuts on 41. I will go there this week
to see if their parking lot could hold us for an hour.
Depart DD at 9:15, take 41 North to Brooksville, FL
(Cortez Ave) turn left to first street on right after
Suncoast Hwy. go to Rester Dr turn right and then
another right about a block up. Arrived at the A
Olive Grove. For all that wish to participate in
making a clay oil lamp, the cost is $15. Money to
be pre-collected. There will also be a short video
and talk regarding olive trees, olives, and olive oil.
Depart the Olive Grove around 12:45 and all will
follow directions once I get it down, to Coney Island
for lunch. Specialty is the Coney Island dog. From
there we go East and then turn right and drive
approximately 3 miles to the Boyette Zoo and
packing company for ice cream. It's now about 3 pm
leave Boyettes head south and enter I-75 South
bound. Exit route 52 Dade City, turn left and just
passed the Flying J, take a left onto Old Pasco Rd.
Follow road, twists and turns until reaching a barn
that looks like American Pickers heaven. Exact
address will also follow. At the DD all will receive
1 poker card, 2nd card at Olive Grove, 3rd card at
Coney Island, 4th card at Boyette Zoo and 5th card
at Paul Herman’s barn. At that time people can
replace and draw new cards. Winner will be
announced and the winner will win their choice of a
bottle of red or white wine. Whichever wine is left,
all the others will be able to draw one card. The
lowest card number, A is one, jack is 11, Queen is
12 and King is 13. If a tie, there will be a tie
breaker. One who wins gets other bottle of wine.
TBAVA will have two winners and AACA will also
have two winners.

You can’t
help but envy Danny Green’s
globe- trotting. In the past year
Danny has been to Russia,
Ireland, Australia, Greece,
Turkey, Singapore, Korea, just
to name the few we know of!

RSVP: Howie Mednick (808) 347-0912
Hm49a@aol.com

In January he was in Israel. In
February he was in Iceland. Where next Danny??

Board of Directors:
Willie Fernandez
Bob French
Dave Kurash
Tony Santos
Newsletter Editor:
Joanne Pistorius
Special Events:
Linda Fernandez
Member Profiles:
Dona Hornung
Webmaster:
Joanne Pistorius
Photographer:
Ken Hornung
Tour Coordinator:
Howie Mednick

Where in the
World is Danny
Green?
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Classifieds:
For Sale

Wanted:
Members…if you are looking for parts
or a specific car now is the time to let us
know and we will post it in the
newsletter and website for free!

1949 Dodge Meadowbrook

Email Joanne Pistorius at
joanne@oldwheel.com

Call Joe Shipley 813-765-2404

1935
Cadillac

AACA 2016
1929
Peerless

“Master Editor
Newsletter”
&

Call Brando Pistorius 813-917-9205

“Website Award of
Excellence”
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Sponsors:
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6th Annual
All-American
Heritage Picnic
Saturday, April 22, 2017
11:00am - 3:00pm

Car enthusiasts from all around are invited. So feel
free to pass the word along to your car club friends.
We ask for your RSVP on what car you will bring,
what food you will bring and how many people are
coming. We supply the drinks and cutlery.
Please Email RSVP to: Joanne@OldWheel.com

12820 Gibson Lane, Odessa, FL 33556

It's FREE...no cost, just drive your old car and bring
a dish that represents your family heritage.
That's why we call it an All-American Heritage
Picnic!

Last year we had over 18 countries represented, and live
entertainment. Kids and Pets are welcome. Feel free to

bring your gazebo and chairs; we have plenty of space
on the property for people to spread out and relax.
We will have awards for the People’s Choice Car (last
year’s winner was Howie Mednick’s 1933 Buick),
People’s Choice Food (last year’s winner was Pam
Prince’s Banana Pudding), and a 50/50 pot
benefiting Shriner's Hospital for Children, as well as
plenty of chances to win $$Million$$.

Pistorius
Collectible Autos
Brando & Joanne Pistorius
Most of our family histories originate from countries
outside of the USA, which makes us an interesting
melting pot of cultures. Of course, if your family settled
Kentucky, you can bring a bucket of KFC, but we vote on
the most interesting dishes, so think original! This picnic
is fun and different because of the multicultural foods,
and the love of cars, that bring us together and give us the
opportunity to know one another better. Add a note-card
if you can on the significance of the recipe to your family.

12820 Gibson Lane, Odessa, FL 33556
RSVP to Joanne@OldWheel.com
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Support our member, Bob
Reynolds, who has
organized this event. And
a little prayer for no rain
wouldn’t hurt!
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