The Holidays of Thanksgiving and Christmas 


are an exciting time of family get togethers.  

When someone within the family is in a relationship with someone new, 


the topic of conversation during dinner, 



if the person is not there, 


is “what are they like?”  

If the person is there, 


they are asked a barrage of questions 



for them to tell about themselves




 and let the family know what they are like. 

The family listens closely to their words 

and closely scrutinizes their every action.  

Then, 


the days following, 



the family spreads the news about what this person is like.  

As human beings, 


we want to know what someone is like.

Which has made one of our most important relationship very difficult.  


Our relationship with God for millenias 



was one where we did not know for sure what God is like.  




We had the words of the Prophets, 




we had God's promises, 




we had God's self disclosure to our forefathers.  

But if we have sat around a dinner table hearing about a new person, 


we know it is mainly the glowing aspects that we hear.  

We do not know what they are really like, 


until we actually meet them and spend some quality time with them, 



til we see how they act.

Our passage today celebrates this moment, 


where God came to the family gathering 


and we were able to meet him first hand.  

It was no longer the second hand report of a strongly biased follower.  

We met God himself, 


when he came in the flesh 


and made his dwelling among us.  

This action rebuked ages of assumptions about God.  

Great Greek thinkers like Plato proclaimed, 


“Never man and God can meet.” 

Celsus believed 


“God is away beyond everything.”  

The most optimistic of Greek thinkers in this regard, 


Apuleius said, 



“Men could catch a glimpse of God 




as a lightning flash 





lights up a dark night




-one split second of illumination, 





and then the dark.”  

This is similar to the Hebrew thinking found in the Old Testament.  

God said to Moses in Exodus 33:20, 


“You cannot see my face; 


for man shall not see me and live.”  

Or God tells the people in Deuteronomy how he gave his commandments, 


“You heard the sound of words, 



but saw no form 



there was only a voice.”  

The Word was heard, 


but it was not seen.  

The Word, 


in the Old Testament was no further along 


than the first four months of internet dating sites, 



you heard their voice over the phone, 




but had no idea what the voice really looked like, 




did on a regular day, 




or even what they were doing as they talked to you on the phone.

Relationships don't have to stay that way.  

A friend of our at Thanksgiving,


was meeting the young man she had been corresponding to 



over the phone for the last few months.  

It was a day that she was excited about, 


but also cautious about.  

This man was flying into Seattle, 


then they were driving to Spokane to meet her whole family over Thanksgiving.  She had six hours to meet him 


before her whole family got to meet him.  

She knew all about him, 


his likes and dislikes, 


his favorite books, movies, and songs, 


his hobbies and activities.  

She knew all of this, 


but she did not really know him.  



She did not know if their hands fit well into one anothers, 



if they walked at the same pace, 



how he behaved when the conversation was being carried by someone else.  

But by the end of Thanksgiving, 


she would, 

because this voice appeared to her in the flesh 


and dwelt among her, 


he moved into the neighborhood, 



at least for the long weekend.

This is the world altering reality that John proclaims happened with Jesus.  


This God that Israel had been following 



and trying to stay faithful to for so long, 


was finally coming down 



and meeting the family face to face.  

Israel would no longer be able to make up what this God looked like, 


how he would act, 


what he would do if he was there.  

No.  


Now Israel would know without a doubt what this God was like.

John and those who had been with him, 


tell us that they saw the full glory of this man.  

Of all of the things they could tell us about Jesus, 


they do not tell us how tall he was, 



what color his eyes were, 



if he was left or right handed.  

The piece that sticks out from their interaction with Jesus is, 


“He was full of grace and truth.

John the Baptist's opinion of him is also given again, 


because John the Baptist held great weight among the Greeks.  

John's opinion of him carries twice the weight, 


because he was a relative 



who had spent a fair number of years around the table at family events, 


he knew Jesus as a close cousin.  

The Baptist proclaims that Jesus is 


“The one who comes after him 



has surpassed him 


because he was before me.”  

Jesus followed John in many ways.  


John came out of the womb 6 months before Jesus.  


He had a ministry way before Jesus started his.  

But Jesus had also had existed before John, 


before the dawn of time.  

His ministry surpassed John's, 

his life lasted a few more calendar years longer than John's.  

This John that had changed the way the Greeks viewed their lives, 


was claiming that one even greater had come.

How was Jesus greater?  

The text says 


“from the fullness of his grace 



we have received one blessing after another.”  

The term for fullness is pleroma.  


A word, 



when heard in all its fullness, 


means 



“the sum total of all that is in God.”  

A claim that either means the person is lying, 

or it is really God with us, 


Immanuel.  

John the Baptist had aspects of God, 


for he was created in God's image.  

You and I have aspects of God within us.  


But we do not have the pleroma, 


the fullness, 


the sum total of all that is in God.

This fullness did not bring condemnation upon the people.  


It did not bring fire and brimstone.  

Rather it brought 


“one blessing after another.”  

This is what relationships should bring.  


A major part of my prayer life 



is spent thanking God for the new way Lisa has blessed my life.  



She brings one blessing after another to my life.  

Lisa is great, 


but Jesus was, 


is, 


and always will be better!  

For Lisa's greatness finds its root in Jesus.

Our walks with him have revealed this reality.  


The deeper into our relationship we wade with Jesus, 



the more we see that the blessings never stop.  

Starting with the initial acceptance and love, 

later comes our realization that God loves us even as we are, 

there is the time when we are crushed and feel worthless, 


yet his blessings remain.  

There is the day we let go 


and let him be in control 


and the blessings still roll out.  

There is even the point where we condemn him to death, 


and even in that, 



Jesus is working to bless us and bring about new life for us.  

The blessings never stop.  


They only get richer and deeper.

We see this in the law that Moses gave.  


The law was filled with Grace.  

The commandments that we received through Moses 


start out at the blessings of God, 


not on a conditional statement.  

They are not 


“If you keep these, 


I will be your God.”  

God starts at grace with Moses.  


He says to Moses 


and the Israelites 


and to us, 



“I am the Lord your God.”  

I showed you grace when 



I “brought you out of the land of Egypt.” 

 You experienced my grace 



as you “left the house of Slavery.”  

Because I have done all of this, 


this is what I ask of you.  



You shall...  

God's law started at that level of grace.  

In Jesus Christ, 


God took grace to another level.  

Grace continues to exist, 


as we have not only heard how God asks us to live with him, 


but God has shown us how to live with him.  

He came down in his very flesh 


and gave us instance after instance of how he reacted to various situations.  

And yet, 


we continue to do it our own way, 



not serving the other, 



not turning the other cheek, 


but looking out for ourselves and our needs.  

So the grace must continue.  


The deep truth that Jesus provides is himself.  



He stands there before us, 




no longer just the Word 





but flesh also, 




no longer eternal 





but mortal, 


God was in every way as we are 



in Jesus.  

Jesus became God's autobiography.  


He demonstrated who God was to the world, 



because he possessed all of the characteristics, 



all of the personality, 



all of the truth and grace of God.  

If we ever wanted to know what God was really like, 


not just what people said about him, 

but how he acted and reacted to life, 


we need to look no further than Jesus.  

For the reality is, 


still no one has ever seen God, 



except Jesus alone.  

And while Jesus was here, 


he made him known.  

Now that Jesus is at the Father's side, 


his Spirit dwells among us, 



to make him known.  

When we stop and look around us, 


even for an instant, 



we know that where truth, 



beauty, 



light and life exist, 


Jesus is there allowing us to see his Father.  

May we have eyes to see 


and hearts courageous enough to walk deeper into a relationship with Jesus, 

so that we might receive the next blessing of God.  

