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Rivers in the Desert

Joy House Annual Banquet May 6
By Steve Lowe

Executive Director
The Joy House

    Have you ever found yourself
in a barren and desolate place in
life? A situation that looks and
feels hopeless. That’s how a
desert feels and you will perish
without some life-giving water.
This is the place than many fam-
ilies find themselves in when
they come to The Joy House. The
families who come to us in crisis
with their teen are walking in a
desert place which seems barren
and hopeless. This is also true of
many of those seeking help
through our counseling center.
We are seeking to bring the rivers
of Christ’s living water to that
desert experience so it can be-
come an oasis of hope. This is
why we have taken as a theme
for this year’s banquet Rivers in
the Desert from Isaiah 43:19. 
    Our annual banquet is coming

up on Tuesday evening, May 6,
at beautiful SharpTop Cove, our
local YoungLife camp. This is al-
ways a great evening of celebra-
tion and inspiration. We will be
celebrating the work of Christ in
the lives of those we’re privi-
leged to serve as we hear testi-
monies from alumni families,

current participants and get an
update about the great work
being accomplished through our
counseling center. Our teens and
staff will also take an active role
in our program for the evening.
    Our evening will begin with
lite hors d’oeuvres on the lawn
outside the dining hall at 5:30 to

provide our guests an opportu-
nity to arrive and fellowship. The
banquet will begin at 6:30 with a
great meal and fellowship around
the table followed by our pro-
gram. 
    If you would like to host a
table by inviting and filling a
table of eight, that would be a
tremendous blessing. There is no
cost for hosting a table. All of our
guests are given an opportunity
to invest in the ministry at the
end of the evening as they are led
by the Lord. 
    To host a table contact Steve
at 706-253-7569 or by e-mail at
steve@thejoyhouse.org. If you
would simply like to be a guest
you can RSVP with Pam at the
same number or at pam@thejoy
house.org 
    We hope that many of you
will join us for this special
evening.

Special Education Child Find
The Pickens County School System is seeking to

identify every student from age 3 through 21 who
lives within the boundaries of Pickens County and has
developmental delays or may be in need of special
education services. If you have or know of a child
who you think has developmental delays or special
needs, contact: Jill Chesnut, Department of Special
Education at (706)253-1700., Ext. 314. Parents are
advised that all special education services are de-
signed to offer the utmost in educational opportunities
for each qualifying student, as well as to provide as-
sistance and support in the areas of physical, cogni-
tive, emotional, and social growth. State and federal
laws are followed in providing each student with a
free appropriate public education in the least restric-
tive environment.

Under the individual with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA),
schools are required to locate, identify and evaluate all children
with disabilities from three through age 21. The Child Find man-
date applies to all children who reside within a state, including
children who attend private schools and public schools, highly
mobile children, migrant children, homeless children, and chil-
dren who are wards of the state.

Oil 
Change
$19.99

12 pt. inspection & top off all
fluids. Oil & filter up to 5 qts
Valvoline oil, on most cars.

(Plus $2 disposal fee 
with coupon)

Stop by and check out our other specials
Conveniently located at 45 E. Church Street, Jasper, GA 30143

706-253-2255

Air 
Conditioning 

Service
$29.99*

* On most cars with coupon

Front or
Rear Brake

Special
$89.99

* On most cars with coupon

AUTO REPAIR
Open Monday - Saturday, 8 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Full
Service

PPAAIINNTTIINNGG SSEEAASSOONN HHAASS AARRRRIIVVEEDD

$50 OFF
WINDOW CLEANING

$50 OFF
PRESSURE WASHING

FREE estimates

$700
$700 Off Any project of

$4,000 or more

$500 OFF Any project
between $3,000 - $3,999

$350 Off Any project
between $2,000 - $2,999

$200 Off Any project
between $1,000 - $1,999

SAVE up to

The best job at the best price...with the company you know & trust.

National Poetry Month: Clifford Brooks teaches and
hosts radio show while working on second poetry book

By David R. Altman
    So what’s a poet to do?  
    His first book of poems is in
its third printing and he was
nominated for Georgia Author of
the Year and a Pulitzer Prize for
his debut as an author. Where
does one go from such early suc-
cess?
    To paraphrase a line from a
Langston Hughes poem, you
“keep climbin’.”  
    That’s what Cliff Brooks,
Pickens High School graduate,
author, writer, editor and now
college instructor and part-time
radio host, is doing. He’s climb-
ing fast, like NASA rocket that
has not yet lost its solid rocket
booster. 
    Brooks is a 30-something au-
thor from Jasper who’s first vol-
ume of poetry The Draw of
Broken Eyes and Whirling Meta-
physics was published in 2012.
After a book tour across the
South last year, Brooks knew he
wanted to do more.  And he
wanted to engage a special group
of creative friends to help.  
    So he formed the Southern
Collective Experience, a hand-
selected group of creative artists
that brought music, writing and
artistic craftsmanship together.
The group meets occasionally at

Brooks’ family estate outside
Athens, a place he grew up and
where his dad still lives.
    While his efforts with the
Southern Collective were on-
going, Brooks was asked to teach
a civics class at Chattahoochee
Technical College’s Appalachian
campus, a job which he never
thought about doing but which he
instantly loved. He told the
Progress that he now teaches just
about “everything except math
and science” in Jasper and Can-
ton. 
    But even that wasn’t enough
for the insomniac Brooks, who
now is co-hosting a radio show
with radio personality Matt
Youngblood on Jasper’s WYYZ
1490 AM called “Dante’s Old
South” - a show that twice a
month showcases arts and music
of the South. Youngblood is also
the station’s co-owner.
    Brooks, a graduate of Shorter
College who grew up outside
Athens and here in Jasper, is an
author with a seemingly endless
amount of energy - always look-
ing for new experiences.  
    He is at work on his second
book of poetry titled Athena De-
parts. Brooks told a Dahlonega
interviewer that the new book
“will pick up where the other one

left off.”  He says his writing is
experiential - and while poems in
his first book covered his life
from ages 18 to about 37, this
one is based on where he is now
and also explores some “myths”
about the old South. 
    Writer Dinty Moore, a Na-
tional Book Prize winner, said
Brooks’ poetry provides “mind-
ful attention to every facet of
human existence.”
    Brooks, whose first book of
poetry is laced with references to
lost relationships and coming to
grips with age and life’s harsher
realities, is regarded as one of the
South’s most promising young
poets.
    This poem is from the
Whirling Metaphysics, the sec-
ond volume of poetry in his first
book:

“Midnight Alley Wolves”

There’s a 3am bleakness
to some people.
They are ghosts 
paying homage
to a dead city.
Disheveled, furtive
traveling
outside daylight’s periphery,
the pavement
devours their memory.

Photo by Mary Judkins
Jasper Poet Clifford

Brooks, who was a finalist
for “Georgia Author of the
Year” for his first book The
Draw of Broken Eyes and
Whirling Metaphysics, is
now at work on his second.
Brooks will be reading at an
event at Chattahoochee Tech
library on April 24 starting at
10 a.m.

Restaurant Report
Inspected: 3/22/14

Jeff Dobson and Associates
796 Canton Rd., Jasper
Current Score: 86-B
Previous Score: 96-A
    Violations:
    1. Deli meat at 61°F; must be
held at 41°F or below. The cold
holding units were at the proper
temperature. The meat was dis-
carded. When transporting po-
tentially hazardous food, always
ensure that it is held at 41°F or
below.  
    2. The vegetable sink did not
have water; ensure that the sink
is supplied with water.
    3. There was no cold water at
the hand-wash sink; ensure that
cold water is always available at
the hand wash sink.

Inspected: 3/25/14
Subway
1069 Traveler’s Rest Rd.,
Jasper
Current Score: 95-A
Previous Score: 91-A
    Violations:
    1. Sanitizer water at 3-comp
sink had a significant amount of
food debris in the water. The
food containers must be washed
and rinsed to remove food parti-
cles before being placed in the
sanitizer water.  

    2. Single service articles
stored under exposed plumbing
at the hand wash sink.  No food
or food service equipment can be
stored under exposed plumbing.
Bags of cups from the other side
of the cabinet are falling under
the plumbing. Install a barrier to
keep cups in approved area.  

Inspected: 3/26/14
Tate Elementary
5560 Hwy. 53 E, Tate
Current Score: 100-A
Previous Score: 97-A
Taco Bell & Long John Silvers
170 Bill Wigington Pkwy.,
Jasper
Current Score: 97-A
Previous Score: 98-A
    Violation:
    Observed numerous flies in
the kitchen area. Person in
charge must ensure that pests are
controlled.
Headstart Development Cen-
ter
529 Headstart Rd., Tate
Current Score: 100-A
Previous Score: 97-A

Inspected: 3/27/14
Mary’s Bread Basket 2
4712 Mountainside Village
Pkwy., Ste. 101, Jasper
Current Score: 99-A
Previous Score: 93-A

    Violation:
    Observed hot holding in a
crock that did not have a remov-
able container which could be
washed, rinsed and sanitized.
Peppers and onions were moved
to an acceptable crock.

Inspected: 4/1/14
Lola Kitchen & Bar
61 N Main St., Jasper
Current Score: 100-A (opening
inspection)

Inspected: 4/2/14
Madeline’s Cafe & Bakery
1052 E Church St., Jasper
Current Score: 92-A
Previous Score: 91-A
    Violations:
    1. Chemical bottles stored
with pans. Chemicals must be
stored separately from food and
food service equipment.  
    2. Badly damaged can stored
with cans for use. Damaged cans
to be discarded or sent back to
the supplier must be stored sepa-
rately from cans for use.
    3. Cloth liners on dish drying
rack. Cloths must not be used as
liners.
Johnny’s Pizza
744 Noah Dr., Ste. 116, Jasper
Current Score: 96-A
Previous Score: 99-A
    Violations:
    1. Wipe cloth sanitizer at 0
ppm chlorine; must be 50-100
ppm chlorine. Sanitizer was re-
made to correct concentration.
    2. Dirty containers soaking on
the vegetable sink drainboard.
Use the 3-comp sink, since the
vegetable sink must only be used
for washing fruits and vegeta-
bles.  

Inspected: 4/3/14
Microtel
171 H Mullins Ct., Jasper
Current Score: 91-A
Previous Score: 100-A
    Violation:
    Observed cream cheese and
butter on the counter at 66.5 and
59.8 respectively. Potentially
hazardous food must be held at
41°F or below. The items were
discarded. Use an ice bath or
time as a public health control
with procedure and documenta-
tion.  
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METAL ROOFING

BUY DIRECT
from the Manufacturer

in Dawsonville

SAVE • SAVE • SAVE

Painted Galvelume Metal Roofing
25 yr. paint / 20 yr. Galvelume Warranty

10 Colors In Stock
82 Etowah River Road • Dawsonville
706-265-3099 • 800-519-4616

METAL
ROOFING
SALES, INC

 
     

    
    

    
     

      
     

      
     

     
      

     
      
      

    
     
    

   
     

    
    
   

    
     

   
      

    

      
      

    
       
     
     

     
    

    
  

   
     

     
     

   
    

      
     

     
      
    

    
     

      
       

      
      
    

     
       

   

Goss Equipment
Co.

76 Philadelphia Ln.
Jasper, GA 30143

email…gossequipmentco@gmail.com

New and Used Tractors & Equipment

Sales ~ Service ~ Parts
Certified Technicians on duty.

Phone #706-253-4677 (GOSS)

JASPER NAILS
Professional Nail Care Service

• Acrylic • Spa Pedicure • Gel Nails • Silk Wrap
• Solar Nails • Manicure • Diamond Nails • Waxing

Gift Certificates Available

706-253-5530 Appt. & Walk-Ins  Welcome!
Monday - Saturday 10 AM - 7 PM

295 North Main St., Suite J                      Full Set $22.00
(Located by Mtn. Video)                             Fill In $16.00


