
Reading Circle 

Story Sleuth  

Just Solve It! 

 

Name                       Group 

Story 

Author 
 

1. Your first job is to read the text for meaning. Marking the text can 
help.   

Mark the Text Notes 

Take notes as needed 

Draw a heart next to something 

that reminds you of your own life 

or another text you have read 

 

Draw ! next to critical or 
important information or something 

that surprised you or you didn’t 

realize was going to happen 

 

Draw a ? next to something you 
have a question about 

 

  

2. Your second job is to find the sequence of events for 
the story, or find all of the story elements including 

setting, characters, problem and events leading to the 

solution in the story and complete the story map. Your 

sharing should take 3 to 5 minutes. 
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Story Map 1 for Sequence 

First 

 

 

Next 

 

 

 

Then 

 

 

 

Finally 

 

Story Map 2 for All Story Elements 

Setting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place:  

 

Time:  

© 2016 Howdoiplanandteachreadinggroups.com



 

 

Characters 

 

 

Problem  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Events leading to the resolution of the problem or how the 
characters solved the problem 

Solution to problem 
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Use checklist to stay on track before, during, and after  

Before Literature Circle 
 Did I read the text for meaning and mark the text? 
 Is my information ready to share? 
 Does my information follow these guidelines?  

 
Story map filled out and ready to share?   
Sharing between 3 and 5 minutes? 
 

During literature circle 
 Am I following the rules? 

1. Taking Turns 
2. Actively Listening 
3. Participating 

 
 

Did I share my information on the story map for 3 to 5 
minutes?  

 Did I answer the questions my group asked me? 
After literature circle 

 Did I give my role card to the delightful director?  
 Do I know my next role card? 
 Did I fill in my literature circle log with the next text 

assignment and meeting date? 
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