A Compilation of Junior League of Scranton History
75 Years of Service

As it is often said about education, the most valuable lesson you
learn is how much you don’t know. Despite almost 65 years of
League service between us, we continued to be amazed as more
and more accomplishments of the members
of the Junior League of Scranton were chronicled.
The pages that follow tell the story of what a dedicated, trained
group of volunteers can achieve.
We hope you will be as awed and inspired as we have been.

Katie Gilmartin, JLS President 2010 – 2012
Nada Gilmartin, JLS President 1983 – 1985
75th Anniversary Committee Co-Chairwomen

The Junior League of Scranton, Inc. is an organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism,
developing the potential of women and improving communities through the effective action and leadership of
trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively charitable and educational.
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1935 – 1949: Recognizing Potential and Fulfilling a Need

In 1935, Scranton resident Margaret L. Richards identified a need for volunteers to support
local welfare agencies in our community. She also recognized the outstanding potential of
women in our area to meet that need. As a result, she organized a handful of young women
and formed the Welfare League of Scranton.
More women joined, eventually growing the membership to about 30.
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On Feb. 5, 1935, Margaret L. “Peg” Richards became the first president of the Welfare
League of Scranton. Other officers were Bobbie Fuller, vice president; Betty R. Ohoro,
recording secretary; Polly H. Brooks, corresponding secretary; and Dorothy G. Steele,
treasurer.

In 1937, there were
71 members.
Martha Wollerton
served as the
second President of
the Welfare
League.

They could not have known it at the time, but in April 1939, the Welfare League presented a
pre-cursor to the major fundraiser of the 1950s – the Follies. Members staged a variety show
called “Gaieties of 1883,” featuring such music and dance numbers as “The Amazing March of
the Amazons” and “Cake Walk,” as well as the melodrama “Only a Farmer’s Daughter, or
Adrift on the Ocean of Life.” The show, which closed with Welfare League members
performing a French Can-Can dance, was presented at the Hotel Jermyn to a standing room
only crowd. All proceeds went to expanding the volunteer work of the Welfare League.
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These women embarked
on a journey of community
service with the goal of
gaining membership in the
Association of the Junior
Leagues of America, or
AJLA. They realized that
goal in 1940. The Welfare
League became the Junior
League of Scranton on
Feb. 15, 1940.

Junior League members joined the war effort by working with the Red Cross and the Civil
Defense. League member Connie Belin established the Civilian Defense Volunteer Office
(CDVO) in Scranton. Many League members were volunteering with the Red Cross. The
League’s work in these efforts was recognized in 1943 when 55 members received Citizens’
Service Corps Pins.
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In 1941, the League began publishing a newsletter four times a year called The Dope Sheet to
keep all members abreast of current League news and events. By the 1950s, the booklet also
featured advertisements from local businesses.
During the 1940s, children were frequently the focus of League activities. The League held
classes in birds, animals and sculpture for school children at the Everhart Museum.

Fundraisers, such as carnivals, radio plays, foreign film
series, and dances benefited the National War Fund
Campaign and the Community Chest (which later
became the United Way.) The Masonic Temple (now
called the Scranton Cultural Center at the Masonic
Temple) was a frequent location for fundraising dances
featuring Tommy Tucker and his Orchestra. (Service
members were admitted at no charge, and regular
admission at the time was $1.04 plus tax!)
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In November 1942, the
League held a Carnival
Dance at the Hotel Jermyn,
which netted the
Community Chest $1,200.
There were games and
Vaudeville acts, music by
Benny Eaton, fortunetelling, and dancing – all for
the 55¢ price of admission.

League members started a children’s radio show in 1943 called “Children’s Theater of the
Air” to enrich the cultural and educational opportunities for children in fourth through
seventh grades.
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The Children’s Theater of the Junior League of Scranton had its introduction under the
leadership of Helen Vosburg. The League embarked on production of magical classics such
as Cinderella, Rumpelstiltskin, and Sleeping Beauty. In March 1944, the League’s sixth annual show,
Tom Sawyer, was successfully produced.

8

A March 12, 1943 editorial in The Scranton Times praised the League for its focus on
children, having expanded attendance from 750 children in 1938 to 15,000 in 1943: “The
Children’s Theater group, bringing beauty, (and) illusion to children and stimulating their
imagination, giving them a lively, healthy interest in war times warrants the community’s
continuing interest and vigorous support.”
The Children’s Theater also formed a storytelling group called “The Far and Near Club.”
League member Elsie Hawke Pierce was asked by the CDVO to begin weekly story sessions
for local children. Using props, vivid description, and wit, she captivated children with such
stories as “Heidi,” “Jimmy the Ghost,” “Waukewau’s Eagle,” and “Frances Slocum, Lost Child of Wyoming.”
If needed, Ms. Pierce maintained order with her Air Raid Warden’s whistle. The storytelling
sessions were immensely popular, and participation increased from 21 to 44 children – ages
two through 16 years old – within two months. A story on the program appeared in AJLA’s
Junior League Magazine.
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League members also focused on children through art and music classes at the Everhart
Museum. In 1945, a four-week course of music appreciation classes called “Exploring Music”
was held for young children, who even learned to dance the minuet. Meanwhile, the League’s
radio show continued successfully, with exciting children’s tales of adventure airing weekly
on WGBI.
The League began a partnership with the Everhart Museum to produce puppet shows. Thus,
the League’s dramatic side bloomed once more with the formation of The Puppeteers. These
dedicated women from across the League provided Children’s Theater at the Everhart
Museum under the leadership of Ruth Stahl. In 1947, they selected Jack and the Beanstalk as
their first show. They even took Hansel and Gretel and the play A Visit to Santa Claus on the road,
in 1948 and 1949, respectively.
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The Junior League of Scranton and the Junior Chamber of Commerce co-sponsored a public
forum radio show called “Speak Up Scranton” on WARM focusing on topics of local
interest, including politics – such as whether a $3 million bond issue should pass and
whether Scranton needed a city manager. A show covering strikes and labor security won
international acclaim in 1947 from the United States Chamber of Commerce. The radio
show had an estimated listening audience of between 20,000 and 35,000 people.
The musical program “Up and Down the Scales” and the reading program “Books Bring
Adventure” were also broadcast over the air on WGBI.
A highlight of the 1940s was the “Follies of ‘49” – an entertaining event that raised $6,000.
The Follies were a take on the famous Ziegfeld Follies of the 1930s – a high-class Vaudevilleinspired variety show that showcased music, dance, and skits, in this case performed by
League members. The League took the Follies seriously, hiring Jerome H. Cargill, Inc. of
New York City to direct the inaugural revue. Each Follies show afterward was also
professionally directed.

The Follies of 1949 enabled the League to make a $4,000 contribution to the Child
Psychiatric and Guidance Center, which the League had adopted as its project for 1950.
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The 1950s: Follies Fund Major Community Projects
The Follies were the primary fundraiser in the 1950s, with proceeds benefiting many diverse
community agencies.
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During the 1950s, the League’s energies were directed to the Pine Cupboard, a full-time
League project in the form of a Hospital Snack and Hospitality Shop at Hahnemann
Hospital, which is now Geisinger Community Medical Center. The shop was staffed fulltime by Junior League members from 1951 through 1963, when hospital administration took
over.

Not only did this project provide a much-needed snack bar and a cheerful atmosphere, but
proceeds were also returned to the hospital to purchase baby bassinets, incubators, cardiac
arrest detection equipment and equipment for the cystoscopy room. In May 1953, the Junior
League presented a check for $1,737 to the Hospital, representing half of the League’s profits
during the first two years of the shop’s operation. During its first 12 years, the shop garnered a
profit of $28,000 equally divided between the League and the Hospital.
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After nearly two years of work, the League completed another major project as the treatment
center for the Crippled Child and Adult Society of Lackawanna County opened at the
Weston Fieldhouse in November 1953. The League had partnered with the Society to
evaluate the need for this center and was pleased to help bring this dream to reality.
The project was funded by the Follies fundraisers, with $4,000 allocated towards its
completion. League members renovated, repainted and redecorated two rooms in the
fieldhouse that served as the treatment center. They purchased equipment to be used in the
Center for crippled children and adults. An article in The Scrantonian about the Center
stated: “Several of the polio victims who were stricken this summer have been given
invaluable assistance in returning to normal living through therapy available in the center.”

“Follies of 1952,” featured not only
League members, but also their
husbands, and community members.
The show was presented in February
1952 to a packed house at the
Masonic Temple.
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In 1953, League founder Margaret L. Richards was honored by the American Red Cross for
35 years of volunteer work. The Junior League sponsored a Blood Donor Day in her honor
that yielded 87 pints of blood. Ms. Richards had entered into the service of the Red Cross in
1917 as an ambulance driver in World War I organizing the Motor Corps of the Scranton
Red Cross Chapter. She served as a Red Cross volunteer during the 1935 Williamsport
floods, and participated in disaster relief after floods in Ohio and West Virginia. She
reactivated with the Red Cross during World War II. Afterward, she was very active in the
blood recruitment program and was also a member of the board of the Scranton Chapter of
the American Red Cross.
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With the Follies as its major fundraiser, the League made a gift to the Friendship House
building fund for a new playroom in one of the organization’s cottages. The League sponsored
the 1955 Scranton Philharmonic Youth Concert, which allowed students from Lackawanna
County schools to attend concerts at the Masonic Temple.
“Follies of 1955” featured a female barbershop quartet, a piano duo and skits performed by
provisional members. The show premiered in March at West Scranton High School, with a
party following at the Blue Lantern Restaurant on Wyoming Avenue.
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“Follies of 1959” was presented in May to a full house at the Masonic Temple. More than
100 League members, along with their husbands and friends, performed music and dance,
slapstick comedy, and other routines.

TV Guide was a major sponsor of the
production. Allied Services for the
Handicapped was the recipient of the
proceeds from Follies ’59.
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Meanwhile, the Puppet Committee continued with a twist – League members used hand
puppets for productions including Aladdin and his Lamp and The Wizard of Oz. League children’s
programs continued to be funded by the revenue from the Follies.

The Junior League and the Welfare Council of Lackawanna County partnered in the 1950s
to hold panel discussions that included topics such as “Better Community Service Through
Volunteer Partnership” and “Where the Responsibility for Needy Persons in the Community
Lies.” The Junior League invested $2,500 toward the cost of the Community Survey of
Services for Families, Children and the Aged.
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The 1960s: Awards; 25th Anniversary; Blood Drives;
Gravity Rail Car; Wallaboo Zoo; Educational TV;
Docent Program
The League marched into the 1960s and received some well-deserved accolades, including a
Citation of Meritorious Service from the President’s Committee on the Employment of
the Physically Handicapped.
This was followed by a citation from the Association of Junior Leagues of America, and the
Benjamin Rush Award from the Lackawanna County Medical Society. Both of these
awards recognized the League’s outstanding dedication to physically disabled people.
In 1962, the League established a Blood
Committee to formally organize annual
blood drives for the American Red
Cross at locations like the Catholic
Youth Center (now Lackawanna
College Student Union) and St.
John’s Lutheran Church. The League
had begun sponsoring regular visits of
the Bloodmobile in February 1956. In
fact, that year, the League’s expectation
of each member was “one pint of blood
or one donor for each member.”
The most successful “Blood Day” in
1964 pushed the League to more than
1,000 pints of blood since it had begun
holding blood drives. On Oct. 16, 1964,
the League was presented with a
commendation certificate from the
American Red Cross. The League’s
final blood drive of this era was held in
1969.
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The first annual countywide Children’s Art Show at the Everhart Museum was held in
May 1963. Children in first through eighth grades were invited to participate, with the show
running the entire month.

20

Junior League of Scranton founder Margaret L. “Peg” Richards passed away after an illness
in February 1963. She is buried in Forest Hill Cemetery in Dunmore.
Peg was known for her service with the Red Cross – specifically, work with the war effort,
disaster relief, and blood drives.
In addition to founding the Junior League of Scranton, she also had a keen interest in golf. Ms.
Richards’ obituary stated: “An ardent golfer for many years, Miss Richards was a member of
the Scranton Country Club. At one time she was captain of the club’s women’s golf team,
was director of the Pennsylvania State Women’s Golf Association and chairman of the
women’s committee of the country club.”
Her civic accomplishments also included heading a scrap aluminum campaign during World
War II, and later heading the supplies division of the Community Chest. Margaret was
survived by a brother and several cousins.
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The year 1965 saw the League’s Silver Anniversary and was a banner year for the
organization, highlighted by an Anniversary Ball and a newspaper advertising supplement.
In January 1965, the Junior League of Scranton hosted the mid-winter meeting of Region 14 of
the Association of Junior League of America. The League played host to 13 other Junior
League chapters at Pocono Manor Inn.
Governor William W. Scranton’s wife, Mary Lowe Chamberlain Scranton, a Sustaining
member of the League, was guest speaker at the mid-winter meeting.
In October 1965 The Dope Sheet was expanded in size and renamed Focus. It still featured
news, events, advertisements and articles, but it was now published eight times a year.
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The Junior League of Scranton and the Lackawanna Historical Society joined together to
restore the only remaining Gravity Railroad car as a gift to the City of Scranton as part of its
Centennial Celebration in 1966. The car, once part of the Pioneer Pennsylvania Coal Co.
Gravity Railroad, had been sitting neglected and deteriorating since 1909 in a spot at Nay
Aug Park.
This significant historical landmark was restored at Johnson College and moved back to Nay
Aug Park, where it remains today. The Gravity Railroad Project was financed for $12,000.
Curator of the Lackawanna Historical Society Robert Mattes said in a July 19, 1966 article
that appeared in The Scrantonian: “...if you want anything done, get the help of the Junior
League, for they are second to none. In fact, they are first!”
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In 1966, as part of the Centennial Arts Festival, the League sponsored a children’s program
of ballet and music.
The League’s office moved from the Century Club to St. Luke’s Church in 1967.
Philharmonic Youth Concerts were sponsored by the Junior League in the 1960s. “Fun with
Music Featuring Captain Kangaroo and the Scranton Philharmonic Orchestra” was
performed in 1962 at the Masonic Temple.
The Junior League worked closely with the Scranton Philharmonic to tape and rebroadcast
the youth concerts on WEJL for the entire community from 1960 through 1965. The Junior
League of Scranton was honored by the Philharmonic for its 25th Anniversary at the final
concert on April 5, 1965.
The 1960s also saw the beginning of the Arts Festival and the Children’s Art Corner.
In January 1967, the Junior League took to the airwaves on Sunday nights with Educational
TV (ETV) on WVIA Channel 44. The League’s ETV Committee produced 13 Sunday
evening programs called “FOCUS” in 1968 and 1969 featuring discussion topics such as
public education.
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In 1969, the League and WVIA began coproducing a live news program called “Look
Around” that was based in local schools.
The premise was to engage local children in
grades four through six to find “clues” to the
following week’s news, thereby
encouraging the children to follow current
events.
In 1968, the Junior League sponsored a Pro
Golf Tournament at Pocono Manor
featuring Arnold Palmer, Art Wall, Jack
Cuttle, and Andy Olexovitch to benefit
the Children’s Zoo at Nay Aug Park,
educational television and the Everhart
Museum. More than 2,500 people came out
to watch Palmer and Olexovitch team up to
win the exhibition.
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In the late 1960s, the Wallaboo Zoo at Nay Aug Park was a major focus of the League’s
efforts. The Junior League, in cooperation with the Zoological Society of Scranton,
formulated plans to expand the zoo for children.
The League held a “Name the Zoo” contest, with the winning entry taken from a “Winnie
the Pooh” poem by author A.A. Milne. The Wallaboo Zoo was meant to educate children
about wild animals. Some aspects of the zoo were gleaned from the San Diego Zoo after
several League members attended the Association of Junior Leagues of America’s Annual
Conference in California.
The League provided $2,500 to the City for planning and construction of permanent facilities
for the Zoo, which officially opened in May 1969. The Zoo itself was property of the City, but
League members assisted in procuring animals, including two zebras from Kenya, for
residence there.
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In the late 1960s, the League began a Docent Program in conjunction with the Everhart
Museum. Junior League members were trained as docents – trained guides who give
instructional tours at museums. In 1967, more than a dozen members were trained as docents
in the Native American section of the Museum for children in grades four through six.
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The League held the First Annual Christmas Boutique in 1969 at the Downtown Holiday Inn
(now Red Carpet Inn and Suites) on Franklin Avenue and Mulberry Street. The first Boutique
featured items from 14 stores in New York, Philadelphia, Delaware and Scranton. The venue
included items such as linens, lingerie, furs, ski equipment, jewelry, books, paintings, men’s and
women’s clothing, children’s toys, monogrammed stationery, and stocking stuffers.
The Boutique benefited League projects such as the Wallaboo Zoo, continued production of ETV,
and the Annual Children’s Art Show.
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The 1970s: Volunteer Service Bureau; Christmas Boutiques;
Activism; Idea Born for Restoration of Tripp House
The turmoil of the late 1960s and early 1970s presented the League with new concerns:
quality of education, the environment, and problems of drug and alcohol addiction, along
with criminal justice issues.
A Clean Air Workshop was sponsored at Marywood College (now Marywood
University) by the Luzerne-Lackawanna Citizens Council for Clean Air in cooperation
with the Junior Leagues of Scranton and Wilkes-Barre. The League received a recognition
plaque from the Council for the workshop.

The League’s Puppeteers produced a children’s show called (“The Perils of Pollution,”
or “The Fouled-Up Forest”) in spring 1973. The League co-sponsored a community forum on
Crime and Justice in America in 1977 at Keystone Junior College (now Keystone College).
Task forces were established to study clean air conservation and the criminal justice system.
An anti-drug display was purchased and circulated through the school system.
Meanwhile, the Christmas Boutique continued as an annual event after the great success it
had in 1969. The 1973 Boutique boasted a wide variety of fashions for all occasions and ages.
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The Children’s Art Show continued at the Everhart Museum with submissions by local
children featured at the exhibit. In 1970, the show featured 153 works of art by students in
kindergarten through eighth grade throughout Lackawanna County.
Other projects started by the League continued into the 1970s and as per the League’s goal,
were turned over to other organizations once they were self-sustaining. The Wallaboo Zoo
continued under the League until 1972, when it was turned over to the Zoological Society.
League members participated actively in the Docent program that had begun in the late 1960s
until turning that over to the Everhart Museum in 1974.

The League voted to establish the Volunteer Service Bureau, which later became the
Voluntary Action Center, or VAC. In 1972, the Bureau opened and VAC was admitted to
the United Way of Lackawanna County (now known as the United Way of Lackawanna
and Wayne Counties) as a member agency in 1975. Today, VAC is responsible for a variety
of programs including Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeastern Pennsylvania, FIRST,
SHINE, R.S.V.P., The Holiday Bureau, and TEL-MED, as well as volunteer recognition
events.
VAC’s accomplishments are many, and the Junior League
is proud of its continued involvement. The Junior League
President-Elect serves on the VAC Board of Directors as a
liaison to the League. Many Active and Sustaining
members continue to support VAC’s efforts.
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In 1973, the League supported the Junior League of Wilkes-Barre in relief efforts from the
Agnes Flood. Ninety Wilkes-Barre League members were left homeless after the flood. The
Junior League of Scranton collected furniture, household items and clothing for them and for
their Thrift Shop.

League members showed off their patriotic spirit in June 1975 as they participated in the
“Paint A Plug for America” campaign in downtown Scranton. Several members painted the
fire hydrant near the John Mitchell Monument on Courthouse Square to represent
President John Adams.
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In 1979, the Junior League initiated efforts to purchase the Tripp Family Homestead, the
oldest standing home in Lackawanna County, from the Scranton Redevelopment
Authority. The home had been slated for demolition.
Although the League had an office at St. Luke’s Church, members decided that they wanted
a home and headquarters of their own. The idea of converting Tripp House into a
headquarters for the League, while preserving the home’s history, was very appealing to
League members.
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One of the first fundraisers for the restoration of the Tripp House was a Sunday running
event called “Run Some Country Miles” that featured 5,000 and 10,000 meter races, as well
as games, hayrides and refreshments for children.
In 1979, the League continued its environmental awareness efforts with a puppet show for
children in preschool to third grade called “The Night the Lights Went Out,” a story about
how forest animals learn to conserve energy. The Puppet Committee presented it to any
school, civic or church group at no cost.
League members hosted The Country Store at Keystone Junior College – an arts, crafts and
gourmet food fair – to benefit the Blood Distribution Office of the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Regional Red Cross Center. The League had sponsored that office in memory
of League founder Margaret L. Richards.
In 1977 and 1979, the League’s Sustaining members published a cookbook, “Five O’Clock
Sustainers,” a tradition that the League continued in 1981, 1996, and 2005.
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The 1980s: Santa’s Holiday World; Tripp House Restoration;
Puppetry Continues
The Junior League of Scranton entered the 1980s with new versatility and sophistication. It
was at this time that the League recruited young women who had the ability to balance
careers and personal life with volunteer work, a tradition that has only gotten stronger
throughout the passing decades.

In 1980, the
League
celebrated its
40th
Anniversary.

The Tripp Family Homestead had been
purchased in 1980 for $1 from the Scranton
Redevelopment Authority. League
members realized the conversion of the
home, which was in great disrepair, would
be a major undertaking and money would
need to be raised.
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This led to perhaps the best-known fundraising and most cherished effort of the Junior
League – the beloved “Santa’s Holiday World” at The Globe Store. The magical fantasy
world was designed, constructed, and decorated and staffed full-time by Junior League
members. The community provided assistance through donations, time, and talent.
The entire fifth floor of The Globe Store was transformed into Santa’s Holiday World, with
different rooms featuring a variety of Christmas, storybook and fairy tale themes. Of course
children visited Santa Claus and got their photo taken with him, but they were also able to
do their Christmas shopping. Santa’s Holiday World featured an inexpensive gift shop where
children could purchase their Christmas gifts ranging from 50¢ to $2.50. Admission was just
$1.
Nine successful “Santa’s Holiday World” events were produced, realizing a profit of more
than $240,000. While profits from Santa’s Holiday World aided in the Tripp House project,
the League also obtained grants to help in the home’s preservation. The League was awarded
$10,000 from the Scranton Area Foundation, $70,000 from the Office of Economic and
Community Development (OECD), and $20,000 from the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission (PHMC).
34

35

In tandem with fundraising efforts, members began hands-on work at Tripp House, cleaning
up the exterior and grounds of the house, while working with architects and contractors to
get the home in usable condition.
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Several ice cream social fundraisers were held on the lawn of Tripp House to support
fundraising efforts of the League for the renovation of the home. The socials also gave the
public an opportunity to enjoy the house before it was ready for occupancy. The League
eventually opened its headquarters and also rented Tripp House as a source of revenue. The
restoration of the historic home was the Junior League’s gift to the community.
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The Tripp House restoration received the “Pride and Progress” Award from The Greater
Scranton Chamber of Commerce, recognition from AJL Review, the second place PO-NE
Award from the Economic Development Council, and a distinction as an official historic
site by the Colonial Dames.
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During the 1980s, the League continued to address children’s issues. The League Puppeteers
continued to present “The Night the Lights Went Out,” and in 1984, also presented “Kids
on the Block,” an educational story that raised awareness of children with disabilities. The
Easter Seal Society of Northeastern Pennsylvania recognized the League for “Kids on the
Block.”
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The Junior League sponsored a local chapter of Parents Anonymous, part of a state and
national initiative offering support to parents to learn positive behaviors.

In 1984, the League and Parents Anonymous co-sponsored the presentation of “The
Bubbylonia Encounter” by the Children’s Repertory Company of Drexel Hill. The space-age
show dealt with how to recognize and avoid sexual abuse.
The “Car Seat Connection” project was established and was the recipient of the Governor’s
Traffic Safety Award and in 1984 received honorable mention for the PO-NE Award from
the Economic Development Council.
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“Run Some Country Miles” and “Cheaper by
the Dozen,” a monthly drawing of prizes for
12 months, were held
Despite the fact that The Junior League of
Montreal was founded in 1912 and The
Junior League of Mexico City joined in 1930,
it wasn’t until 1985 that the first Junior
League outside North America – The Junior
League of London – was accepted into the
association and the need for a name change
was recognized. In 1988, the Association of
Junior Leagues of America (AJLA) became
the Association of Junior Leagues
International, Inc. (AJLI) to better reflect
the scope of its membership.
In 1985, the League hosted “Uptown Spring” at the Masonic Temple, a fashion show
celebrating the revitalization of downtown Scranton.
During this time, position statements were issued by the League regarding children, historic
preservation, voluntarism, the elderly, women, and the environment.
The League established a Community Advisory Board and sponsored workshops on
advocacy, voluntarism and health. The League established a discretionary grant fund at this
time, and the first recipient was the Women’s Resource Center for its booklet on child
sexual abuse. Other recipients included the Ronald McDonald House, Easter Seals, Senior
Citizens’ Holiday Dinner, Scranton Public Library, SCOLA, March of Dimes, Bread
Basket of Northeastern Pennsylvania, Catherine McAuley Center, St. Francis of Assisi
Kitchen, and the Humane Society of Lackawanna County, just to name a few.
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The 1990s: Celebrating 50 years; Decorator Show House; Roseann
Smith Alperin Community Award;
Fire at the Tripp House

In 1990, the Junior League of Scranton marked a half a century of community involvement.
The 50th Anniversary was celebrated with a gala, “All that Glitters,” held at the Masonic
Temple.
The decade played host to several fundraisers, including “Lackawanna On A Roll” – a gift
wrap featuring renderings of historic area architecture – and an appearance by the Frugal
Gourmet.
A mentorship program in collaboration with the Employment Opportunity Training
Center of Northeastern Pennsylvania (EOTC) was initiated. League members were asked
to serve on the Mayor’s task force for children.
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In 1990, the League sent monetary aid to victims of Hurricane Hugo and the San Francisco
earthquake.
In November 1994, the League’s newsletter Focus was renamed The Source.
In 1990 and 1991, the League joined other Junior League chapters across the state on an
immunization campaign. Locally, the theme was “Don’t Wait to Vaccinate.”
Governor Robert P. Casey designated April 21 – 27, 1991 as “Immunization Awareness
Week.” First Lady Ellen Casey served as Honorary Co-Chair of the campaign and traveled
to Scranton to speak about the issue.
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Television and magazine personality Martha Stewart visited Scranton to show the Junior
League how to “Entertain With Style.” The event benefited Child Protective Services of
Lackawanna County.
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The 1996 provisional class developed a cookbook to raise money to refurbish the girls’
dormitory at the Scranton State School for the Deaf (later called the Scranton School for
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children.)
The 1990s also saw a Strategic Plan and Vision Statement developed.
The League continued its support of a chapter of Parents Anonymous. During this time, the
Junior League of Scranton took on advocacy, public policy and major issues with the creation
of the State Public Affairs Committee (SPAC). In 1994, the League hosted Junior League
statewide SPAC conference discussing “The Year of the Child.”

On New Year’s Eve 1992, Tripp House was badly damaged by fire. Although much of the
damage was covered by insurance, a determined Tripp House committee, buoyed by
community support, tackled the repairs in short order and the house reopened in June.
During the 1990s, Tripp House continued to serve as the League’s headquarters. However, by
the late 1990s, with costs rising and membership numbers dwindling, the maintenance of
Tripp House threatened to become the sole focus of the League.
In 1997, League members began a study looking at the feasibility of continuing to own and
maintain the house. In the spring of 1999, a vote was taken and the decision to sell the house
was made. Inspired by the discussion that had informed the vote, a group of League members
decided to form a new non-profit organization, which would assume the maintenance and
continued rehabilitation of the house. In December 1999, ownership of the house was
transferred to the Society for the Preservation of the Tripp Family Homestead for $1.
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Additional members of the community have joined SPTFH throughout the years, and each
year, a League member serves as liaison between the organization and the Junior League.
While the League continues to maintain its headquarters at Tripp House, as does the nonprofit organization Scranton Tomorrow, the Society for the Preservation of the Tripp
Family Homestead maintains the home and continues to rent it for special occasions.
The League increased its commitment to the community with two projects focused on
children – The Soccer Challenge Program and The North Scranton Library Project.
The Soccer Challenge Program took place for 10 weeks in fall 1993. Junior League members
worked with young athletes with physical and developmental disabilities who participated
in soccer matches at Penn State Worthington Campus (now Penn State Worthington
Scranton.) Each child – regardless of their disability – participated and received an award
certificate.
The League worked with the North Scranton Branch of the Scranton Public Library to
expand services for children as well as physical improvements at the building itself.
The League continued to support community activities, such as United Cerebral Palsy, the
Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure, St. Francis of Assisi Kitchen, and Habitat for
Humanity.
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The Decorator Show House, a huge
undertaking, was the League’s major fundraiser
of the 1990s. League members sought out a local
home each year to be transformed through a
collaboration with local interior decorators,
designers, and landscapers who generously
donated their time, vision, and talent to create an
extraordinary gem. The Decorator Show House
was toured by the public for several weeks each
spring.
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In addition to the tours, other events, such as workshops on wreath making, stenciling, and
fresh flower arranging were also held to generate revenue.
The Decorator Show House began in 1993 with a home on Gravel Pond Road in Clarks
Summit. The fundraiser continued to grow, with the fifth Decorator Show House–
transformation of a home on North Webster Avenue in Scranton – raising more than $20,000
to benefit the Children’s Exhibit at the Everhart Museum and the restoration of the historic
Tripp House.
In 1995, the League was shaken by the death of
Active Member Roseann Smith Alperin. The
League established the Roseann Smith Alperin
Community Award in her honor. A description of
the award by the League described Roseann: “The
heart was her symbol and a very fitting one
indeed. Everything she said or did came straight
from her heart to touch ours in a way we had
never known.”
In 1996, the League sponsored the Queen of
Hearts Masked Ball at the Scranton Cultural
Center at the Masonic Temple, raising more than
$22,000 for the fund. The Honorary Chairman of
the Ball was Jane Oppenheim, who had proposed
Roseann for League membership. The League met
with members of Mrs. Alperin’s family to establish
specific criteria for the award, which subsequently
has been given annually to a member of the
community through the
Scranton
Area Foundation.
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2000s: EggStravangza; St. Joseph’s Mother Infant Program;
Catherine McAuley Center; Party Pantry; Cinderella’s Closet
With the change in the millennium, the League saw many exciting projects come to fruition.
The Junior League hosted a Mother’s Day Tea honoring the “Mother of the Year” from the
Catherine McAuley Center at Tripp House in 2001. Children at the Center participated in
an essay contest to nominate their mothers for this distinction.
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On April 8, 2000, the League’s provisional class hosted the EggStravaganza at McDade
Park. The event boasted an egg hunt, of course, but also face-painting, crafts, games, and
refreshments. The following year, the event moved to the Scranton Cultural Center at the
Masonic Temple, but eventually found its home at Scranton High School. The
EggStravaganza even acquired national corporate sponsors. The final fundraiser was held in
Spring 2009.
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The League made a three-year commitment to the Catherine McAuley Center. A Santa
Project and Christmas Party were held each year.
The League also partnered with the Friendship House Guild to support its Secret Santa
project by donating gifts for distribution.
The Junior League and the Society for the Preservation of the Tripp Family Homestead
sponsored a mule for the city’s “Miles of Mules” project. A party was held at Tripp House
and guests voted on renderings of four different themes. A winner was chosen and “Junior
League Jewel” brought $2,200 at auction.
In 2004, the League began a three-year commitment to the Mother Infant Program at St.
Joseph’s Center. The program provides a safe, supportive environment for homeless mothers
and their babies as they acquire the tools to become self-sufficient. League members
participated in life skills programming and helped to furnish apartments.
League members also staffed the Baby Pantry at Walsh Manor, a resource that provides new
or gently used items to families.
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In April 2004, the League’s provisional class established Cinderella’s Closet, a unique
boutique held at Tripp House that provided young women the opportunity to shop for new
and gently-used prom gowns, formal dresses, and accessories in an elegant atmosphere. All
items were available for $10 or less. A dress donation party was held and the event grew to
include annual dress drives in area schools to encourage voluntarism in the next generation.
Students were invited to participate in a Fashion Show. A chance to recognize the hard
working girls, the show served as great publicity for the event and allowed the public to
preview the gowns.
In 2005, the Junior League of Scranton Scholarship Fund was established through the
Scranton Area Foundation. Proceeds from Cinderella’s Closet supported the fund, which
grew quickly, allowing the first gift to be made in 2010. A scholarship is awarded each year to
a female senior from Scranton High School or West Scranton High School who exemplifies
the philanthropic spirit of the League.
In 2009, a panel discussion on self-esteem was hosted. The following year, ESTEEMTOWN
was born. Clients of Cinderella’s Closet were given the resources to feel their best inside and
out with information available on issues facing today’s teenage girl.
In 2006, the provisional class raised more than $3,000 to support an initiative at the
Women’s Resource Center. The group hosted a “Happy Birthday Hour” to collect toys and
party supplies for the “Party Pantry,” a cabinet which was built and donated to the Center to
hold supplies for residents to celebrate children’s birthdays. Funds raised supported the
ongoing effort to replenish items in the pantry. The Women’s Resource Center presented
the League with the 2006-2007 Outstanding Community Service Award.
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2010s: A Farewell to the JLS Cinderella’s Closet; Touch A Truck;
Issue-Based Community Impact; 75th Anniversary
Meanwhile, Cinderella’s Closet continued into the next decade. As inventory and attendance
grew, the event needed a new home. In 2010, Cinderella’s Closet was moved to the Scranton
Cultural Center at the Masonic Temple. Thousands of young women felt like “belles of the
ball” because of this community event.
As the 10-year mark approached, an ad hoc committee was formed to research options for the
future of the project.

The group was joined by several interested community members – and after much hard work,
Cinderella’s Closet of NEPA was founded in February 2014. The organization continues to
host the event annually and maintains the high standards established by the Junior League.
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In May of 2010, Touch A Truck was hosted Nay Aug Park. It was a successful event and
with a move to the fall season, it has grown exponentially each year. The family friendly event
allows children to truly put their imaginations into “overdrive” as they have a chance to climb
on, touch, and explore emergency, construction, working, and unique vehicles – all up close
and in person. The League partners with local fire, police, ambulance and rescue units and
area businesses to bring a wide variety of vehicles to the event. There are programs on
seatbelt and bicycle safety, First Aid and CPR, as well as opportunities for children to be
fingerprinted. The League’s 2014 Touch A Truck was recognized as the “Best Fundraiser” at
the Happie Awards hosted by Happenings Magazine. In typical Junior League fashion, the
event continues to top itself in profit, attendance, and vehicle variety!
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This decade saw a major revision of the League’s By-laws and Policies and Procedures, as
well as a more focused approach to Strategic Planning. Members of the Executive
Committee, the chairmen of Membership Development, Community Research and Placement
committees may now be nominated to serve a second term. This increased a sense of
continuity in the League and allowed for new members the opportunity for more training
prior to taking on leadership roles.
The provisional class of 2010-2011 designed a project entitled “KNOWME: Positive
Expressions Through Art” as a conduit for teenagers to express themselves in positive ways
through the arts and to foster self-esteem and creativity. The group partnered with United
Neighborhood Centers of Northeastern Pennsylvania and hosted a series of art workshops
for the teens, with the project culminating in a First Friday exhibit of the their work. The
Community Research Committee adapted the KNOWME model to be hosted as a Done In
A Day project, always encouraging self-esteem through the arts.
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In response to membership’s
desire for flexibility in its
service, the Done In A Day
initiatives became a focus.
In addition to KNOWME,
Kids in the Kitchen, an
endeavor sponsored by AJII,
was hosted in area grocery
stores, libraries, housing
projects, the Boys and Girls
Club of Northeastern
Pennsylvania, and the Greater
Scranton YMCA.
The program encourages
children to make healthy
choices by presenting fun
activities and creative snack
options. Other projects,
ranging from park clean-ups to
food drives to Christmas
caroling for the elderly, were
designed to meet the needs of
the community or to support
the efforts of other
organizations.

Just as in 1973, in September 2011, the League supported the Junior League of Wilkes-Barre
its flood relief efforts. Provisional, Active and Sustaining Members were on hand as the Junior
League of Wilkes-Barre served meals to more than 700 flood victims daily.
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The Membership Development Committee began to host “Get To Know Us” gatherings to
attract potential new members to the League and inform them about the organization. The
effort has been successful, as the provisional classes have not only grown, but also have seen
increased retention.
Focus has continued on developing the League’s Web site,
www.juniorleagueofscranton.org, and use of the AJLI’s Web site for electronic recordkeeping and communication.
In 2012, a Past Presidents Council was convened. The goal was to engage past leaders and
enhance communication and interaction with Sustaining members. The group was
instrumental in setting plans in motion for the League’s 75th Anniversary in 2015.
Project Vitality became the community project for the 2012-13 and 2013-14 years. Focused on
neighborhood revitalization, its purpose is to help areas, communities and organizations
revitalize where they live through the planting of community gardens and park clean-ups.
The project’s goal is to make a difference by helping residents take pride in their
communities. The League received a $500 Lowe’s Community Partners Small Grant toward
Project Vitality, and worked with the Catherine McAuley Center to build a community
vegetable garden.
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The 2013-2014 provisional class hosted “The Scranton Girl Tea” at Tripp House. The
afternoon featured crafts, activities, formal tea, and the chance to win an American Girl
doll. Proceeds from the event purchased school supplies, books, and 10 dolls, which were
donated to girls in foster care. A huge success, The Scranton Girl Tea continues as an annual
fundraiser.
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In 2012, an ad hoc committee was formed to research a move toward Issue-Based
Community Impact, or IBCI. AJLI was encouraging Leagues to focus their energies on a
topic which could be narrowly defined, yet serve in a wide variety of ways. After much
research, three topics were presented to the membership and childhood hunger and
nutrition was selected.
In February 2015, the 75th Anniversary Committee, comprised of Active and Sustaining
members, saw its plans for a year of service and celebration begin to unfold. February 15, 2015
was declared Junior League of Scranton Day in the City of Scranton and Lackawanna
County. A reception was held at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, a former League
headquarters, to premiere the film “75 Year of Service: Celebrating Our Past and
Envisioning Our Future.” The film, produced Electric City Television (ECTV), tells the
story of the League’s history through interviews and archival photographs.
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The League was recognized for its anniversary at the 2015
AJLI Annual Conference in Los Angeles. Also at
Conference, Active Member Margaret Nasser was honored
by AJLI as the 2015 Rising Star. The Rising Star Award is
designed to recognize women who, in their earliest years of
Junior League membership, have demonstrated significant
leadership promise consistent with the vision and value of
The Junior League Mission. In recognition of Maggie’s
accomplishment, the League received a $3,500 grant to
fund education and training opportunities.
Anniversary events continued through 2015 and into 2016. A 1940s-themed Ice Cream Social
was held at Tripp House in July, and the celebratory Follies ’15 Gala was held in October
2015 at the Scranton Cultural Center at the Masonic Temple. A series of Service Projects
revisited past collaborations and initiatives. League members participated in meal service at
St. Francis of Assisi Kitchen, the Unique Boutique hosted by Cinderella’s Closet of NEPA,
the celebration of the 35th Anniversary of the Tripp Family Homestead, an alternative ice
cream social at the Boys and Girls Club of Northeastern Pennsylvania, a clean-up of the
Gravity Railroad Car, a blood drive for the American Red Cross, a car seat collection and
safety program for St. Joseph’s Center, a First Friday exhibit entitled “Santa’s Holiday
World Revisited,” a toy drive for the Catherine McAuley Center, and a child literacy
presentation at the Mother Infant Program at St. Joseph’s Center.
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The 75th Anniversary year concluded with an event in support of the Voluntary Action
Center. “Let’s Wrap It Together” was hosted at the Century Club, the League’s first
headquarters, to gather gifts to be raffled at VAC’s Big Brothers Big Sisters annual “Bowl for
Kids’ Sake” event.
The Association of Junior Leagues International, Inc. is now made up of more than 150,000
members in 291 Junior League chapters in the United States, Canada, Mexico and the United
Kingdom. And as the Junior League of Scranton looks forward to another successful 75 years,
its members continue to celebrate an organization that trains and educates women to give of
themselves, their time and their talent, to strive to be women building better communities,
and to become community leaders who seek to motivate and inspire others.
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A Message from the Provisional Class of 2015-2016
This is the story of the Junior League of Scranton. From its inception in 1935 as the Welfare
League of Scranton and its acceptance by the Association of the Junior Leagues of America
as the Junior League of Scranton in 1940 through today, the Junior League of Scranton has
served the Greater Scranton community for more than 75 years.
This is the story of the Junior League of Scranton’s past, present, and a glimpse into its
future. Over the last several months, we’ve gone through countless boxes and hundreds of
pictures, learning about our history and getting to know our fellow members, from our
founder Margaret “Peg” Richards to the sustainers and active members of today, and most
importantly, each other.
This is our story and we hope you enjoy reading it, and living it, as much as we have! We’ve
compiled photos and scans to complement the League history written by Active League
member Gretchen M. Wintermantel for our 75th anniversary. The Junior League of Scranton
has made so many contributions to the Greater Scranton community over the last 75 years
and we look forward to continuing its long and storied legacy. Here’s to another 75!
The 2015-2016 Provisional Class of the Junior League of Scranton
Maria Bertha
Shannon Black
Dana Ferrise
Melissa Kadlubowski

Mackenzie Lucas
Gina McAndrew
JoAnne Rossi
Elizabeth Speicher
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