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FACT SHEET FY 2018 

For 46 years, St. Andrewôs Childrenôs Clinic has provided free, specialized medical care to children living in 
Mexico who cannot get the care or afford the care they need in their home country. The Clinic is held at St. 

Andrewôs Episcopal Church in Nogales, Arizona. 

Lizeth is 13 and lives in Nogales, 
Sonora. At only two months she 
received her first surgery for cleft 
palate at our Annual Cleft Pal-
ate/Cleft Lip Mission in Hermosil-
lo, Sonora. At 6, Lizeth under-
went a cleft palate repair. She 
will continue to visit our clinic for 
Speech Therapy and Orthodontal 
care.   

 St. Andrewôs Childrenôs Clinic is a non-denominational, non-profit organi-
zation, with  a volunteer professional health care staff. The staff sees approxi-
mately 225-250 children the first Thursday of each month except July. Every 
October, in cooperation with Children's Surgery International and CIMA Hospi-
tal, 50-60 children (on average) have cleft palate/cleft lip surgery in Hermosillo, 
Sonora, Mexico. This special  mission involves volunteers on both sides of the 
US-Mexico border who work with the medical team to give patients smiles and 
a much better life. 
 In 2018, with the help of generous donors and volunteers, St. Andrewôs 
Childrenôs Clinic provided the following: 
 
-3,681 Clinic hours by volunteer health care professionals 
-4,342 Clinic hours by other volunteers 
-2,300 patient visits 
-85 first-time patients to The Clinic 
-130 office visits (US and Mexico) 
-97 lab tests (US and Mexico) 
-65 cleft palate/cleft lip surgeries (57 children) 
-8,310 professional health volunteer hours for cleft palate/lip surgeries 
-600 dental visits 
-9 eye doctor/surgeries 
-29 orthopedic surgeries 
-61 pairs of eye glasses dispensed 
-29 round-trip flights and transportation to hospitals for patients 
-35 prostheses 
-130 pairs of corrective shoes and orthotics 
-34 repaired hearing aids 
-35 customized wheel chairs, walkers, and strollers 
-230 donated wheel chairs distributed 
-18 prescriptions, either for cornea transplants or dermatology patients 
-9 iPads and software for augmentative/alternative communication  
 patients 
-11 round-trip flights donated  
also, medicated eye drops; Braille writers; strollers; speech and language 
equipment; nutritional supplements; physical, occupational, and speech  
therapy; dermatology and cardiology consultations; and many generous  
donations of blankets, diapers, and toys. 
 

98% of all donations goes to patient care. 
 



 October 13-16 we traveled to  
Hermosillo, Sonora for our 14th 
Annual Cleft Palate/Cleft Lip Mis-
sion. This mission is a three-way 
partnership. Medical staff from 
Childrenôs Surgery International, 
based in Minneapolis, provides 
the specialists and medical staff. 
Hospital CIMA provides surgical 
and exam rooms at a discounted 
rate.  
 Their volunteers, the Volun-
tarido, pre-screen patients and 
organize files, and provide enter-
tainment for the children. St. An-
drewôs Childrenôs Clinic raises 
funding for the mission, provides 
nutritional supplements, special 
bottles/nipples, and speech thera-
py. Clinic staff also serve as inter-
preters throughout the Mission. 
 This year we had surgeries 
on three days. There were 62 sur-
geries on 57 children. Surgeries 
included cleft palate, cleft lip, 
pharyngeal flap, alveolar (bone) 
graft, and rhinoplasty. 
 This mission changes lives 
dramatically. When we take on a 
patient we commit to seeing that 
the child gets all the surgeries 
needed which can be as many as 
6 for cleft palate patients. 

 In 2010, Angel (bottom left) 
from Hermosillo, Sonora received 
his first surgery for cleft lip and 
cleft palate at 8 months old. Now, 
8 years later he had bone graft  
surgery. While waiting his mother 
couldn't help but thank all the doc-
tors and volunteers by bringing a 
baby picture to show the drastic 
change.  

 Vincente (top) a six month old 
from Puerto Penasco, Sonora re-
ceived his cleft palate and cleft lip 
surgery.  
 At the time of his release. His 
mother couldn't help but to look at 
her son in disbelief knowing her 
son had a better quality of life from 
that day forward.  

 Santiago (bottom) a one year 
old from Caborca, Sonora had a 
double cleft lip. While waiting for 
his surgery in post operating room 
he enjoyed taking pictures with all 
the volunteers.  

 After his surgery, he slept 
countless hours in his mothers 
arms. He will continue to visit The 
Clinic and will undergo future sur-
geries in the near future.  

 

 

Cleft Palate/Cleft Lip Missionð2018  



 Dulce in the picture below 
was 4 years old. She was inter-
acting with a tablet to help her 
with her speech impediment in the 
Speech and Language Therapy 
Department.  
 An iPad 4 with case and 
basic software costs about $500 
which are all provided to the  
children who need them all free of 
charge.  

 Dulce (bottom) age 9 is 
pictured at the Christmas Clinic 
with a new blush toy, a photo with 
Santa, and a Christmas stocking 
filled with goodies.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Luis Alberto in the photo 
above is 4 years old. He loves to 
play on the mats when he visits the 
Occupational Therapy Depart-
ment. Luis wears a helmet to pro-
tect him from falls. A Soft-crown 
synthetic helmet cost up to $35.  
 Luis is being demonstrated by 
the volunteer therapists upper 
body techniques to strengthen his 
body and mobility. Luis is now 11 
years old and still enjoys his time 
on the mats.  

Clinic Wish List 

To donate any of the items be-
low, please call the Clinic office 
in Green Valley at: 
(520) 648-3242 or e-mail 
office@standrewsclinic.org 
 
¶ AA Batteries for speech/
language devices 

¶ Bacitracin ointment 

¶ Benefiber, Fibersure or Unifi-
ber (non-gelling) 

¶ Blenders  

¶ Breakfast drinks 

¶ Coloring books and crayons 

¶ Clorox wipes 

¶ Disposable diapers (esp. new-
born size) 

¶ Eyeglass frames (childrenôs, 
used) 

¶ Hand sanitizers 

¶ Hearing aids (used) and bat-
teries, pref. #13 & #675 

¶ Hydrocortisone (1% ointment)       

¶ Peanut butter 

¶ Pediasure (generic okay) 

¶ Physical therapy (exercise) 
balls (45 cm & 55 cm) 

¶ Physio rolls ñpeanut ballsò (30 
cm & 40 cm) 

¶ Powdered milk 

¶ Prune juiceðsmall  cans only 

¶ Simple picture books in Span-
ish 

¶ Small mirrors & small 
toys/prizes for homework re-
wards 

¶ Toys 

¶ Trash bags with drawstring 

¶ Umbrella strollers (available at 
Wal-Mart) 

¶ Vitamins, childrenôs chewable 
with iron 

¶  Wipes 

¶ Ziploc bagsðquart size only 

 
 Volunteer drivers are needed to 
transport patients from the Border to 
the Tucson airport and return. 
 We also need volunteers for spe-
cial projects. 
 To volunteer, call The Clinic office 
at (520) 648-3242. 

Then and Now 




