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Annually, all institutions that participate in any federal assistance program authorized by Title IV
of the Higher Education Act are mandated to submit the required data through the Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) surveys. Information on student enroliments,
demographics and distance education was included during the annual data collection.

The purpose of this report is to create a dialogue around the demographics of students that
participate in American higher education through an analysis of the IPEDS data. Specifically,
this report will utilize data for fall 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015. All data were downloaded directly
from the IPEDS Data Center, at various times over the past four years (see the methodology
section for download date details).

Overall Enrollments
Overall enroliments at degree granting institutions have declined three percent since
2012
Overall graduate enroliments have increased one percent, while overall undergraduate
enrolliments have decreased five percent from 2012 numbers
Male and female enrollments have decreased from 2012, two percent and four percent
respectively
Public, two-year institutions decreased seven percent in male students and ten percent
in female students since 2012
Hispanic enroliments have increased eleven percent and Asian enrollments increased
four percent while all other races declined



All data for this report were freely downloaded from the National Center for Education Statistic’s
IPEDS Data Center. The data located at the IPEDS Data Center can change over time due to
corrections of the data files, and it is important to note that for this report. The data have not
been refreshed since they were originally downloaded, and therefore could have minor errors
that should not be significant enough to change the outcomes of the data files. The data files for
each year were last modified by IPEDS on the following dates: fall 2012, December 16, 2014;
fall 2013, September 26, 2014; fall 2014, November 13, 2015; and fall 2015, October 4, 2016.

All results in this report utilized all degree granting institutions designated as such in the IPEDS
data files. All non-degree granting institutions were excluded.

These definitions came directly from the IPEDS data files for fall 2015 from the Institutional
Characteristics file (HD2015) and the Fall Enroliment file (EF2015A_DIST).

1. Control - A classification of whether an institution is operated by publicly elected or
appointed officials or by privately elected or appointed officials and derives its major source
of funds from private sources.

a) Public institution - An educational institution whose programs and activities are
operated by publicly elected or appointed school officials and which is supported
primarily by public funds.

b) Private not-for-profit institution - A private institution in which the individual(s) or
agency in control receives no compensation, other than wages, rent, or other
expenses for the assumption of risk. These include both independent not-for-profit
schools and those affiliated with a religious organization.

c) Private for-profit institution - A private institution in which the individual(s) or agency
in control receives compensation other than wages, rent, or other expenses for the
assumption of risk.

2. Degree Granting - Degree-granting institutions offer an associate's, bachelor's, master's,
doctor's or a first-professional degree. Nondegree-granting offers certificates or other formal
awards.

3. Level of Student - Level and degree-seeking/non degree-seeking status of student. This
variable identifies the level of enroliment data for the institution. Enrollment counts are
available by level of student (undergraduate or graduate). Undergraduate enroliments are
disaggregated by degree-seeking and non-degree seeking status.

a) Full-time Graduate Student - A student enrolled for 9 or more semester credits, or 9
or more quarter credits, or a student involved in thesis or dissertation preparation
that is considered full time by the institution.

b) Full-time Undergraduate Student - A student enrolled for 12 or more semester
credits, or 12 or more quarter credits, or 24 or more contact hours a week each term.



c) Part-time Graduate Student - A student enrolled for less than 9 semester or quarter
credits.

d) Part-time Undergraduate Student - A student enrolled for either less than 12
semester or quarter credits, or less than 24 contact hours a week each term.

Race - Categories developed in 1997 by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) that
are used to describe groups to which individuals belong, identify with, or belong in the eyes
of the community. The categories do not denote scientific definitions of anthropological
origins.
a) American Indian - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and
South America (including Central America) who maintains cultural identification
through tribal affiliation or community attachment.

b) Asian - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East,
Southeast Asia, or the Indian Subcontinent, including, for example, Cambodia,
China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and
Vietnam.

c) Black - A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa.

d) Hispanic - A person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or
other Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race.

e) Native Hawaiian - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii,
Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.

f)  White - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle
East, or North Africa.

g) Two or more Races - Category used by institutions to report persons who selected
more than one race.

h) Race Unknown - This category is used ONLY if the student did not select a
racial/ethnic designation, AND the postsecondary institution finds it impossible to
place the student in one of the aforementioned racial/ethnic categories during
established enroliment procedures or in any post-enrollment identification or
verification process.

i) Nonresident Alien - A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States and
who is in this country on a visa or temporary basis and does not have the right to
remain indefinitely. NOTE - Nonresident aliens are included here, rather than in any
of the six racial/ethnic categories described above. Resident aliens and other eligible
(for financial aid purposes) non-citizens who are not citizens or nationals of the
United States and who have been admitted as legal immigrants for the purpose of
obtaining permanent resident alien status (and who hold either an alien registration
card (Form I-551 or I-151), a Temporary Resident Card (Form 1-688), or an Arrival-
Departure Record (Form 1-94) with a notation that conveys legal immigrant status
such as Section 207 Refugee, Section 208 Asylee, Conditional Entrant Parolee or



Cuban-Haitian) are to be reported in the appropriate racial/ethnic categories along
with United States citizens.

5. Sector - One of nine institutional categories resulting from dividing the universe according to
control and level. Control categories are public, private not-for-profit, and private for-profit.
Level categories are 4-year and higher (4 year), 2-but-less-than 4-year (2 year), and less
than 2-year. For example: public, 4-year institutions.
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In April 2017, we released our Higher Education Enrollment Report highlighting the changes in
higher education enrollments since fall 2012. In addition to our report, Pearson and Digital
Learning Compass also released their reports on the fall 2015 enrollment numbers. While all of
the reports utilized the same IPEDS data, we all drew conclusions as to the state of higher
education: student enroliments at degree granting institutions continued to decline from fall
2012, down three percent or 662,461 students. Missing from all of these examinations are the
demographics of the students. Over the next several pages, we will examine the student
characteristics of these declines through various institutional characteristics.

Enroliments at Degree Granting Institutions 2012 - 2015
20,932,825
20,684,645
20,511,014
20,270,364
2012 2013 2014 2015
Overall Enrollments by Institution Control for 2012 to 2015
Institution Control 2012 2013 2014 2015 % Change
2012-2015
Public 14,970,361 14,830,334 14,739,839 14,655,639 -2%
Private not-for-profit 4,105,926 4,152,117 4,165,426 4,223,923 3%
Private for-profit 1,856,538 1,702,194 1,605,749 1,390,802 -25%
Total 20,932,825 20,684,645 20,511,014 20,270,364 -3%



In fall 2015, 56 percent of students enrolled in degree seeking institutions were females. While
this has been a consistent mix since 2012, both males and females saw declines in enrollments,

two percent and four percent respectively.

Institutions by Gender, Fall 2015

Percentage of Enroliments at Degree Granting

" Male
Female
56%

Enroliments by Gender for 2012 to 2015
Gender 2012 2013 2014 2015 % Change

2012-2015
Male 9,042,628 9,002,190 8,935,407 8,853,866 -2%
Female 11,890,197 11,682,455 11,575,607 11,416,498 -4%
Total 20,932,825 20,684,645 20,511,014 20,270,364 -3%




Since 2012, enroliments at private not-for-profit institutions increased by 3 percent, a gain of
117,997. As of fall 2015, public institutions comprised 72 percent of all enroliments, despite a 2
percent decrease in enrollments since 2012. Private for-profit institutions continued a four year
decline by losing 214,947 students over the previous year, and 25 percent of all enroliments

over the past four years.

While overall enrollments are declining, an analysis of institution control reflects positive gains in
males and females, three percent each, at private, not-for-profit institutions. Overall enrollments
at private, for-profit institutions have declined by 25 percent since 2012 and are reflected evenly
in male and female declines. Public institutions saw more declines in females, at three percent,

versus males at one percent.

Enroliments by Gender and Institution Control for 2012 to 2015

Gender and
Institution Control
Public
Male
Female
Private, Not-For-Profit
Male
Female
Private, For-Profit
Male
Female
Total

2012

6,621,260
8,349,101

1,744,269
2,361,657

677,099
1,179,439
20,932,825

2013

6,606,905
8,223,429

1,776,532
2,375,585

618,753
1,083,441
20,684,645

2014

6,577,429
8,162,410

1,782,940
2,382,486

575,038
1,030,711
20,511,014

2015

6,557,307
8,098,332

1,794,309
2,429,614

502,250
888,552
20,270,364

% Change
2012-2015

-1%
-3%

3%
3%

-26%
-25%
-3%



Public, 4-year and private, not-for-profit, 4-year institutions were the only two sectors that had
positive gains in male and female enrollments. Public institutions as a whole declined two
percent in enrollments since 2012 but those declines occurred in the 2-year sector, with a
decrease in male students by seven percent and female students by ten percent since 2012.
The largest declines from 2012 to 2015 were in the private for-profit 4-year institutions, which
showed declines of 25 percent for males and 22 percent for females.

The positive increase in private not-for-profit, 2-year institutions was influenced, in part, by the
change in control of the Ultimate Medical Academy in Tampa and Clearwater. Together these
two institutions added 13,631 enroliments to this sector while deducting them from the private
for-profit, 2-year sector. Without these changes, both sectors had declining enrollments. Due to
this change in enroliment, no individual data comparisons will be made of these two sectors in

the remainder of the report.

Enroliments by Gender and Institution Sector for 2012 to 2015

Gender and
Institution Sector
Public, 4-year
Male
Female
Public, 2-year
Male
Female
Private not-for-profit, 4-year
Male
Female
Private not-for-profit, 2-year
Male
Female
Private for-profit, 4-year
Male
Female
Private for-profit, 2-year
Male
Female
Total

2012
3,689,761
4,475,233

2,931,499
3,873,868

1,731,002
2,336,270

13,267
25,387

553,682
932,165

123,417
247,274

20,932,825

2013

3,716,252
4,478,823

2,890,653
3,744,606

1,764,636
2,354,996

11,896
20,589

504,197
858,367

114,556
225,074
20,684,645

2014

3,781,446
4,551,004

2,795,983
3,611,406

1,771,470
2,362,693

11,470
19,793

468,992
820,000

106,046
210,711
20,511,014

2015

3,826,353
4,604,231

2,730,954
3,494,101

1,779,328
2,393,305

14,981
36,309

414,952
726,385

87,298
162,167
20,270,364

% Change
2012-2015

4%
3%

-1%
-10%

3%
2%

13%
43%

-25%
-22%

-29%
-34%
-3%



In fall 2015, 54 percent of students enrolled in degree seeking institutions were White, 15
percent were Hispanic,13 percent were Black, 5 percent were Asian, 1 percent were American
Indian, and 1 percent were Native Hawaiian. All races except Asian and Hispanic saw negative

declines since 2012. Hispanic enroliments have increased eleven percent and Asian

enrollments increased four percent while Black enrollments have declined eight percent and
White enroliments have declined eleven percent. Some of these declines could be attributed to
more students choosing Two or More Races, up 31 percent since 2012.

6%
13%

54%

mASsIan

= Black
Hispanic
Native Hawaiian
White

Two or More Races

15%

0%
’ Race Unknown

Nonresident Alien

Enroliments by Race for 2012 to 2015

Race 2012
American Indian 163,582
Asian 1,127,470 1,
Black 2,759,517 2,
Hispanic 3,043,397 3,
Native Hawaiian 69,147
White 11,237,885 10,
Two or More Races 477,165
Race Unknown 1,269,977 1,
Nonresident Alien 784,685

Total 20,932,825 20,

2013 2014 2015

154,388 146,199 140,048
137,650 1,157,111 1,176,180
690,382 2,629,624 2,525,629
160,365 3,277,162 3,376,356

66,700 64,573 61,212
916,963 10,621,881 10,352,619
532,149 595,650 626,157
183,920 1,098,469 1,027,450
842,128 920,345 984,713
684,645 20,511,014 20,270,364

% Change
2012-2015
-14%

4%

-8%

11%

-11%

-8%

31%

-19%

25%

-3%



Public institutions, while declining in enrollments, saw positive gains in Asian (5%) and Hispanic
(14%) students since 2012. Public institutions have declined 650,014 (-8%) in White students
and 144,638 (-8%) in Black students during the same period. Private, not-for-profit institutions
saw positive gains in Asian (7%), Black (3%), Hispanic (11%), and Native Hawaiian (4%)
student enroliments while declining in American Indian (-7%) and White (-2%) student
enrollments.

Enroliments by Race and Institution Control for 2012 to 2015

Race and
Institution Control

Public

American Indian
Asian

Black

Hispanic

Native Hawaiian
White

Two or More Races
Race Unknown
Nonresident Alien

Private, Not-for-profit

American Indian
Asian

Black

Hispanic

Native Hawaiian
White

Two or More Races
Race Unknown
Nonresident Alien

Private, For-Profit

Total

American Indian
Asian

Black

Hispanic

Native Hawaiian
White

Two or More Races
Race Unknown
Nonresident Alien

2012

126,783
864,859
1,859,414
2,326,089
49,858
8,243,477
356,373
643,853
499,655

21,061
215,975
449,535
444,542

9,471
2,292,345

82,605
328,520
261,872

15,738
46,636
450,568
272,766
9,818
702,063
38,187
297,604
23,158

2013

119,950
873,090
1,818,789
2,442,637
47,382
8,006,667
399,600
587,981
534,238

20,401
220,594
446,594
460,602

9,386
2,280,013

94,636
334,121
285,770

14,037
43,966
424,999
257,126
9,932
630,283
37,913
261,818
22,120

2014

114,087
887,879
1,778,046
2,551,049
45,880
7,788,869
438,616
547,230
588,183

19,375
225,524
448,076
471,767

9,168
2,254,204
103,053
324,453
309,806

12,737
43,708
403,502
254,346
9,525
578,808
53,981
226,786
22,356

20,932,825 20,684,645 20,511,014

2015

110,011
904,477
1,714,776
2,661,830
43,568
7,593,463
469,142
530,618
627,754

19,566
230,083
460,919
492,692

9,893
2,251,674
111,493
314,725
332,878

10,471
41,620
349,934
221,834
7,751
507,482
45,522
182,107
24,081
20,270,364

% Change
2012-2015

-13%
5%
-8%
14%
-13%
-8%
32%
-18%
26%

-1%
7%
3%

11%
4%

-2%

35%

-4%

27%

-33%
-11%
-22%
-19%
-21%
-28%
19%
-39%
4%
-3%



Previous charts have reflected declines in male and female enrollments and increases in Asian
and Hispanic enrollments. The following chart reflects both race and gender and Asian and
Hispanic females both increased 5 percent and 11 percent respectively while Asian and
Hispanic males increased 4 percent and 11 percent respectively. Enrollments of Black females
have decreased 170,423 (10%) and White females have decreased 521,137 (8%) since 2012.

Race and Gender

American Indian
Male
Female

Asian
Male
Female

Black
Male
Female

Hispanic
Male
Female

Native Hawaiian
Male
Female

White
Male
Female

Two or More Races
Male
Female

Race Unknown
Male
Female

Nonresident Alien
Male
Female

Total

2012

64,855
98,727

532,011
595,459

1,006,108
1,753,409

1,275,973
1,767,424

30,691
38,456

4,951,164
6,286,721

201,059
276,106

555,135
714,842

425,632
359,053
20,932,825

2013

61,612
92,776

537,394
600,256

999,435
1,690,947

1,330,598
1,829,767

29,721
36,979

4,833,098
6,083,865

225,184
306,965

524,310
659,610

460,838
381,290

2014

58,596
87,603

545,450
611,661

975,662
1,653,962

1,379,373
1,897,789

28,771
35,802

4,699,611
5,922,270

251,147
344,503

485,585
612,884

511,212
409,133

2015

55,646
84,402

552,431
623,749

942,643
1,582,986

1,418,885
1,957,471

27,649
33,563

4,587,035
5,765,584

264,256
361,901

455,598
571,852

549,723
434,990

20,684,645 20,511,014 20,270,364

% Change
2012-2015

-14%
-15%

4%
5%

-6%
-10%

11%
11%

-10%
-13%

-71%
-8%

31%
31%

-18%
-20%

29%
21%
-3%



In fall 2015, 53 percent of students enrolled in degree seeking institutions were full-time
undergraduates. While this has been a consistent mix since 2012, all student statuses have
declined in enrollments except full-time graduates, which have increased 3 percent since 2012.

Enrollments by Student Status for 2012 to 2015

Student 2012
Status

Full-Time UG 11,295,635
Part-Time UG 6,682,850
Full-Time GR 1,667,402
Part-Time GR 1,286,938
Total 20,932,825

2013

11,130,391
6,607,517
1,688,546
1,258,191

20,684,645

2014

10,976,818
6,573,603
1,699,113
1,261,480

20,511,014

2015

10,793,501
6,491,162
1,715,030
1,270,671

20,270,364

% Change
2012-2015
-4%
-3%
3%
-1%
-3%

The following chart reflects the change in student status by gender and institution sector. Public,
2-year institutions enroll more students part-time than full-time but had declines in both areas
across genders. The only decline for public, 4-year institutions was in part-time graduate
enrollments for female students, down three percent. The private, not-for-profit, 4-year
institutions saw positive gains across all areas except part-time graduate enrollments for male
students, down two percent. Private, for-profit, four-year institutions had an increase of five
percent in female part-time graduate students.



Enroliments by Student Status, Institution Sector and Student Gender for 2012 to 2015

Student Status by 2012 2013 2014 2015 % Change
Sector and Gender 2012-2015
Public, 4 -year
Full-Time UG
Male 2,424,753 2,436,646 2,463,846 2,487,254 3%
Female 2,765,419 2,773,034 2,814,124 2,851,523 3%
Part-Time UG
Male 661,315 675,016 702,605 716,161 8%
Female 896,552 900,895 930,776 942,254 5%
Full-Time GR
Male 358,814 362,896 371,384 376,689 5%
Female 422,225 424,160 426,386 432,223 2%
Part-Time GR
Male 244,879 241,694 243,611 246,249 1%
Female 391,037 380,734 379,718 378,231 -3%
Public, 2 -year
Full-Time UG
Male 1,201,619 1,180,316 1,110,829 1,067,233 -11%
Female 1,422,000 1,356,347 1,280,654 1,212,230 -15%
Part-Time UG
Male 1,729,880 1,710,337 1,685,154 1,663,721 -4%
Female 2,451,868 2,388,259 2,330,752 2,281,871 -7%
Private not-for -profit, 4 -year
Full-Time UG
Male 1,012,717 1,021,619 1,026,624 1,028,685 2%
Female 1,305,665 1,311,732 1,312,636 1,326,034 2%
Part-Time UG
Male 196,148 218,195 217,207 218,110 11%
Female 314,994 320,669 321,561 326,053 4%
Full-Time GR
Male 324,900 330,415 333,954 339,129 4%
Female 399,858 412,172 417,447 425,863 7%
Part-Time GR
Male 197,237 194,407 193,685 193,404 -2%
Female 315,753 310,423 311,049 315,355 <1%
Private for -profit, 4-year
Full-Time UG
Male 307,283 279,593 253,042 217,323 -29%
Female 497,794 441,521 409,978 341,768 -31%
Part-Time UG
Male 148,054 132,140 126,513 110,992 -25%
Female 233,079 219,474 216,100 192,696 -17%
Full-Time GR
Male 53,592 52,573 50,197 47,211 -12%
Female 108,013 106,330 99,745 93,915 -13%
Part-Time GR
Male 44,753 39,891 39,240 39,426 -12%
Female 93,279 91,042 94,177 98,006 5%



Reflected in previous charts was the growth of Hispanic students across multiple sectors. The
following chart reflects this growth across institutional sector as well as by student status.

Enroliments by Student Status, Institution Sector and Student Race for 2012 to 2015

Student Status by 2012 2013 2014 2015 % Change
Sector and Race 2012-2015
Public, 4 -year or above
Full-Time UG
Black 562,120 557,664 559,060 563,453 0%
Hispanic 663,975 709,548 756,017 801,240 21%
White 3,075,242 3,022,656 2,994,555 2,970,125 -3%
Part-Time UG
Black 201,958 199,643 205,814 203,777 1%
Hispanic 252,459 263,949 283,920 300,369 19%
White 854,375 860,648 878,687 872,943 2%
Full-Time GR
Black 53,593 53,846 52,164 53,307 -1%
Hispanic 55,093 57,584 60,420 62,903 14%
White 418,489 410,718 404,358 398,635 -5%
Part-Time GR
Black 70,318 68,692 69,567 69,226 -2%
Hispanic 48,552 49,997 51,914 53,949 11%
White 396,582 384,335 376,847 373,456 -6%
Public, 2 -year
Full-Time UG
Black 393,215 376,257 343,644 309,732 -21%
Hispanic 457,952 480,184 486,668 490,093 7%
White 1,373,601 1,292,596 1,186,684 1,105,170 -20%
Part-Time UG
Black 578,210 562,687 547,797 515,281 -11%
Hispanic 848,058 881,375 912,110 953,276 12%
White 2,125,188 2,035,714 1,947,738 1,873,134 -12%
Private not-for -profit, 4 -year
Full-Time UG
Black 239,312 239,101 239,098 242,651 1%
Hispanic 279,985 292,112 298,435 305,964 9%
White 1,358,515 1,349,905 1,337,642 1,333,898 -2%
Part-Time UG
Black 79,402 76,246 75,976 76,611 -4%
Hispanic 63,134 64,490 64,320 68,914 9%
White 266,377 272,935 268,602 265,648 0%
Full-Time GR
Black 55,497 58,248 59,356 60,258 9%
Hispanic 54,873 58,473 61,369 65,231 19%
White 366,939 367,755 363,149 360,771 -2%
Part-Time GR
Black 64,736 64,252 65,881 66,605 3%
Hispanic 40,931 41,355 42,777 45,286 11%
White 283,036 274,403 270,506 269,556 -5%

Private for -profit, 4 -year or above



Full-Time UG
Black
Hispanic
White

Part-Time UG
Black
Hispanic
White

Full-Time GR
Black
Hispanic
White

Part-Time GR
Black
Hispanic
White

180,618
105,793
306,294

99,764
42,062
159,227

41,312
11,117
61,333

44,887
8,739
52,101

164,173
101,926
262,888

97,029
40,552
147,487

40,959
11,596
59,111

44,703
9,317
50,414

150,945
97,174
231,465

95,913
42,109
143,944

39,069
10,912
53,883

44,905
10,357
52,021

124,035
86,619
195,730

83,241
38,279
130,640

36,356
11,296
50,708

44,504
11,292
54,277

-31%
-18%
-36%

-17%
-9%
-18%

-12%
2%
-17%

-1%
29%
4%



The Center for Distance Education Research (CDER) has several studies in which we are
looking for institutional partners for data collection. Once such study under consideration is a
demographic profile of distance education students. If you are interested in being a CDER
partner, please visit our website for further details.
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