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Rev. Brian Merritt
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Al Ravo
Deborah Gulick Shepherd
Kim Newton
Mary Lightfoot
John Mark Wojcicki

2020 SESSION
Class of 2020
Jim Butts
Grace Clegg
Jim Simmons

Class of 2021
Sandy Archer
Jami Lynn Arcilla
Erin Roguso

Class of 2022
Jennifer Aquino
Carl Erickson
Diane Hull

Clerk of Session: Donna Erickson

2020 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2020
Patricia Butts
Gilles Djongang
Sharon Heil

Class of 2021
Jen Bramley
Pat Gohlich
Justin Simmons

Class of 2022
Ellen Bergman
Barbara Cors
Chris Roguso

2020 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Director: Jen Bujno
Carl Erickson - 2020
Patricia Butts - 2021
Vedanira Fernandez - 2022
Connie Quinn - HS Parent

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in your prayers:
Gwenn and Louis Bartku
Rachel Becker,
Floyd Smith’s
granddaughter
Jeff Beddow
Bodycomb Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Patricia Butts
Barbara
Courtright
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
Alisa Dartnell’s
mother
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Roger George (father of Gwen
Bartku)
Terry Gretchen
Carl Henning (son of
Barbara Henning)
Dorothy Knauer
Maikuu
congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya

Mr. and Mrs. Merritt (Pastor
Brian’s parents)
Diana Merzoian
Members of the
Armed Forces
Patrick O’Connor (brother-in-law
of Kate Sobolewski)
Shirley Pennington
Holly Pippas
Charles and Phyllis Prestopine
Jim Simmons
Teachers and Nurses in schools
Those returning to school
Those struggling with
addictions
Those recovering from COVID
Those recovering from surgery

DATES TO REMEMBER: SEPT 2020
13:

In-person Worship - 10:00 AM; live streaming available
through our Facebook page.

15:
15:

Session Meeting - 6:30 PM
Zoom Meeting Newton Presbytery - 7 PM

20:

In-person Worship - 10 AM; live streaming available through
our Facebook page.

21:

Day for Peace & Non-violence (UN)

27:

In-person Worship - 10 AM; live streaming available through
our Facebook page

28:

Deacons Meeting - 6:30 PM

29:

World Heart Day

A note to all youngsters attending in person services:
Be sure to keep a look out for Stewie each Sunday in
the Sanctuary. Can’t wait to see you looking for him.
OCTOBER REMINDERS:
Oct 3: KEEP THE DATE OPEN FOR THE CLOTHING DRIVE

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
Soon we will be rounding into our uncharacteristically
strange Fall here in Hackettstown. Things are different because
the course of history has made this time a bit different.
Pandemic weariness has set in for all of us, and the constant
anger in our society is depressing at best.
That is why it is time for us to do something positive! We
will be re-opening in person worship the second Sunday of
September for those who are interested in being with us. We will
still be providing our live stream. Yet, we feel with the proper
precautions that we can accommodate up to 40 people who call
into the office to reserve a spot in the Sanctuary for each
Sunday.
I know that many people will not return right away. That is
absolutely understandable. Yet, we felt that with the consistent
numbers in New Jersey that we should begin to see if we can
have some in person presence.
I am excited because preaching to a camera is difficult.
Public communications is easier for me with relationships and a
an in-person public to communicate.
I want to thank our skeleton crew that has worked
vigilantly during this pandemic time: Lorinda, Al, and Diane. I
also want to thank the worship committee and Gwenn Bartku for
their work on our regulations, seating, and excellent signage.
I will ask three things of you during this time as pastor:
1. Services will be different and a little strange.
2. Be patient with each other.
3. Follow the regulations.
If I will be seeing you soon, I can’t wait. If I will not be
seeing you, know that you are not forgotten. You are a vital part
of this church no matter how you participate.

Brian Merrit

JULY 2020 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT
BY: AL RAVO

The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include the
funds transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating
expenses.
July
Year to
Date
Income
$13,809.21
$105,004.94
Expenses Paid
$ 9,903.25
$102,468.20
Net Operating Income/
Deficit
$ 3,905.96
$ 2,536.74
Amount Needed from
Endowment
$
0.00
$
0.00
The 2020 Per Capita is $39.00 for each of the 213 members of our Church.
The total amount due in 2020 is $8,307.00 or $692.25 monthly. In July,
$39.00 was received for the Per Capita bringing the total amount received in
2020 to $3,182.00 or 38% of the
annual amount due. The majority of
the Per Capita contributions are
received early in the year.
The Session approved earlier this year
that only the funds received designated
for Per Capita will be sent to Newton
Presbytery rather than the full
apportionment amount of $8,307.00.
This was due to the pandemic and the
financial impact the Coronavirus is
having on congregation members and
the church finances.
Please contact Al Ravo if you have any
questions or would like to discuss the
Church’s operational finances, the
Endowment Funds or Per Capita.

CHOIR NOTES
BY: LORINDA RAVO

Even as we return to in-person worship on September 13, we
cannot yet, unfortunately, welcome back our FPCH music ensembles
to help lead our services. Both singing and social distancing impact
our ability to rehearse and perform, so we will be welcoming, on
occasion, soloists or small ensembles to some of our worship
services. Keep an eye out on the church facebook page for an up to
date announcement of special music during the month!
And……if you’d like to provide special music one Sunday, either
vocal or instrumental, let me (Lorinda) know! We’ll be glad to have
you.

DEACON UPDATE
BY: SHARON HEIL

Thank you all for your exceptional giving to the Little Food
Pantry. The need is still great in our community
and your support is a blessing. Just a reminder
that the donations should have a valid expiration
date and since our shelves sit out in the weather
and exposed to animals in the area, canned
goods are the best option for donating.
A clothing drive
truck pick up has been
scheduled for this fall.
Clothing bags may be dropped off at the
church parking lot between 9 and 11am
Saturday, October 3rd.
A truck is
scheduled for pick up between 9 and 10 am
on Friday, October 9th.
We will be
organizing these events around existing Covid 19 protocols at that
time.
The Deacons wish each and every student a safe and happy
school year even though challenges abound on many fronts.
Contacts are being made to the Hackettstown Board of Education and
the school nurses as to the students’ needs
concerning the Deacons’ school lunch and
Adopt a Family programs. We are also moving
forward with our College Student Ministry.
Since the individual student housing situation is
so unpredictable this year, the contacts to the
student will be made to the home address.
Thank you all for your consistently generous support of our
projects and programs.
Everyone stay well. Stay Safe. God Bless.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
The I Can Academy
BY: LORINDA RAVO

We can and we did! This summer, instead of an in person VBS,
we switched to a virtual platform.
The planning team held a Zoom meeting in June to discuss
alternative options and decided to try to create a virtual VBS using a
platform called Padlet. Padlet is a very user friendly platform that
Heaven Sent Nursery School used in the spring to deliver content to
their students. It is a password protected platform, and each Sunday
evening for the 4 weeks of the program (July 20-August 10), parents
received, via email, a link and the password to access the content for
the coming week.
We decided to call this year’s VVBS “The I Can Academy”. Each
week would be based on a Bible story of someone
who faced a great challenge and achieved success
because of their faith: Noah’s Ark, David & Goliath,
Joseph, and Peter walking on water.
We chose to group our program into 3 age
groups: Prek-1, Gr. 2-4, and Middle School (Gr. 5-8).
Every week, we offered a variety of options on each
week’s padlet page:
Songs & Energizers, Stories,
Activities, Arts & Crafts, and Snacks.
I am pleased to tell you that we delivered our program to over
40 children this summer and received positive feedback. We also had
congregation members join our production team, creating content in
new and innovative ways.
In all, we had 28 people, from children through adults,
contribute content, either on screen or by helping to make videos..
And in total, over the course of our 4 weeks, we have 249 frames
added to the padlets.
If you have any questions, or would like to actually be able to
access the content so that you can see for yourself what we
accomplished this summer, email Lorinda Ravo and she can send you
the passwords and links.

FPC of Hackettstown Re-Opening Policies
BY: DIANE HULL

In order to meet State and Presbyterian requirements, the following reopening policies have been established and MUST be adhered to in order
for the church to be open to the public for Sunday Worship.
Attendance NOT to exceed 45 people.
• If you have a fever or don’t feel well, or have been in contact with
anyone who has been tested positive for Covid-19, you may not attend
in person worship.
• Anyone wishing to worship in person MUST call the office to pre-register
by Thursday preceding the Sunday that they wish to attend.
The
Church Administrator will maintain a spreadsheet of those who will be
attending and a number of attendees.
• Those wishing to attend must pre-register weekly-there will be no
multiple registrations permitted.
No exceptions to this requirement,
please.
• Everyone attending MUST wear a mask, covering both mouth AND nose
at all times. If you have forgotten your mask one will be provided.
• Hand sanitizer will be provided by the back door.
• Bathrooms will be open and sanitizing wipes will be provided to allow
items to be wiped down before and after use.
• The rear door (ramp) will be the only entrance and exit to the sanctuary.
• Doors will open at 9:50 am and will be locked at 10:05 am. Please plan
to arrive between those times.
• You will be instructed where to sit. Pews have been color coded for
social distancing. Balcony, office and youth room will be closed. No
socializing with other worshippers in the building. You may socialize in
the parking area.
• Phones MUST be left in the car and/or turned OFF (not just silenced) to
allow for Live Streaming. Live Streaming will continue going forward.
• No food or beverage allowed in the sanctuary.
• A copy of the bulletin will be available on the front pews. If you take a
copy you MUST take it home.
• Bibles and hymnals will not be provided. All hymns and scriptures will be
printed in the bulletins.
(continued on next page: see Re-Opening Policies)

(Re-Opening Policies - continued)
• Children MUST remain seated with their family. A children’s message
will be provided for the children who will remain seated with their
families during the message. There will be no Sunday school classes
or Sunshine “busy bags” provided. If parents wish to provide activities
for their children (coloring books, etc.) they must provide them and
take them home following the service. No electronic devices can be
permitted (i.e. ipads) due to interference with the Live Streaming.
Children under the age of 10 needing to use the bathroom must be
accompanied by a parent.
• An offering box will be available at the entrance of the sanctuary. No
collection will be taken during the service.
• Hymn Singing and soloist will be allowed (mask and social distancing
permits).
• Worship Leads permitted (Worship Lead, Pastor and Organist will
remain socially distanced on the dias).
• Microphone sharing will be permitted, but they must be cleaned with
sanitizing wipes between use.
• Communion will be BYO-NO exceptions. Only bread at this time. No
beverage of any kind until further notice. Sign of peace will be given
by putting your hand over your heart.
• At the end of the service, ushers will dismiss congregants by pews to
allow for social distancing.
Please wait to leave until your pew is
dismissed, and exit the building promptly using the ramp door only.
• No coffee hour following service.
• No guest gift bags, envelopes or visitor cards will be provided.
As long as ALL the above policies are adhered to and NJ
positivity rate remains at or below 3% we will remain open for
Sunday Services. Adjustments will be made to these policies as
needed. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding
regarding these policies.
We look forward to seeing you at
Sunday worship when you can attend.

A DEDICATION TO TEACHERS
WHY GOD MADE TEACHERS
When God created teachers,
He gave us special friends
To help us understand his world
And truly comprehend

Teacher’s Prayer
I want to teach my children how
To live this life on earth,
To face its struggles and its strife
And to improve their worth.

The beauty and wonder

Not just the lesson in a book

Of everything we see,

Or how the rivers flow,

And become a better person

But how to choose the proper path

With each discovery

Wherever they may go.

When God created teachers

To understand eternal truth

He gave us special guides

And know right from wrong,

To show us ways in which to grow

And gather all the beauty of

So we can all decide

A flower and a song.

How to live and how to do
What’s right instead of wrong
To lead us so that we can lead
And learn how to be strong.
Why God created teachers,
In His wisdom and His grace,
Was to help us learn to make our world
A better, wiser place.
-Kevin William Huff

For if I help the world to grow
In wisdom and in grace,
Then I shall feel that I have won
And I have filled my place.
And so I ask Your guidance, God,
That I may do my part,
For character and confidence
And happiness of heart.
-James J. Metcalf

BOOKS FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

This month, I have selected some fiction and nonfiction texts about
daily devotion for your reading opportunities, especially for those of
you who cannot make it back to “in-person” worship. I have also
selected a children’s title that is age appropriate
devotional. Happy Reading.
Mornings with Bonhoeffer: 100 Reflections
on the Christian Life by Donald K. McKim. This
book is a collection of 100 devotions, based on
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s theological perspectives,
that guide and inspire people.

The Daily Stoic:
366 Meditations on
Wisdom, Perseverance, and the Art of
Living by Ryan Holiday and Stephen
Hanselman. According to motivational speaker
Jack Canfield, this is “a richly rewarding spring
of practical wisdom. Make The Daily Stoic your
guide and you will grow in clarity, effectiveness,
and serenity each day!”

Our Daily Bread for Kids: 365 Meaningful
Moments with God by Crystal Bowman and
daughter Teri McKinley. This devotional, for kids
ages 6-10, provides life-changing wisdom of the
Bible expressed in a kid-friendly format paired
with fun illustrations..
Enjoy these selections!

A MESSAGE FROM THE
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
BY: SANDY ARCHER

We are rapidly getting into the Stewardship season. Autumn in the
life of the church is a season of beginning and giving. This autumn, like
much of the year, is going to be very different from others. We look
forward to worshiping as a congregation in our beautifully refurbished
sanctuary. What will it be like, how many congregants can come, where
will we sit, and how can we participate?
The Worship Committee is
working with Presbytery on a plan for our returning in
the near future. For more information for answers to
these questions, see the article about the church’s ReOpening Policies.
You will soon be getting a letter from Pastor
Merritt about our Stewardship program this fall. As in
every year we need to have a budget of our expenses
and a prediction of how we will meet them. I hope
your response will be in the best interest of the
church. Through the generosity of our members, we
have been able to maintain most of the necessities of
the church but there are always emergent and
unexpected needs.
The Stewardship Committee has thought of
ways we could engage our congregation to help with
those needs. We are hoping every home will create a
“Change Jar” which you will fill with change from
purchases and the change from your purse and
pockets. When filled, bring your “Change Jar” to the
church when it opens or call a member of the
AJ Arcilla places his
Stewardship Committee to pick it up for you. In this
loose change into
way, you can help us fill the “Change Jar” for the
his crayola crayon
church. The change collected will be dedicated to the
as part of the
general budget to help defer expenses.
stewardship
Thank you for your dedication and we wish
program. Photo
you a safe, healthy and blessed autumn season.
courtesy of his
mom.

Sandy Archer and the Stewardship Committee

BUILDING ON GENEROSITY
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND

(Building on Generosity Capital Campaign Fund - continued)
The following are the remaining activities to be completed on the
exterior renovations.

BY: AL RAVO

- The protective covering will be installed on the stained glass
windows on the front of the church in the next few weeks.
- The electrician is expected to complete the work on the lanterns
and install them above the 3 doors at the front of the church by the
end of Fall season.
- The final review of the exterior renovations will be conducted by
the architect / project manger (HQW Associates), the contractor
(Sphere Construction) and the church to create a ‘punch list’ of any
items that need to be addressed before the project is completed.

Work is finishing up on renovating the exterior of the church and
installing protective coverings over the stained glass windows. The
following is a status of the work completed and the next steps. This
article was written on August 24.
The following are the activities that have been completed in late July
and during August.
- The new louvers and dormers were placed in the bell tower and
steeple.
- The scaffolding was disassembled and removed.
- The final siding and buttress work on the front of the church was
completed.
- The painters completed painting the windows, door trim and doors
on the front of the church.
- The new ‘Jesus with the Children’ stained glass window was
installed and the protective covering placed on the outside of the
window.
- The radiators in the Sanctuary have been reinstalled.
- Work on the front and side lawn was completed filling in the ruts
with top soil along with grass seed being spread and covered with
straw.
- The fence along the driveway that needed to be removed for the
crane was replaced and the damaged part from the tree that fell was
repaired.

(See Building on Generosity Capital Campaign Fund on next
page)

Bids were received to replace the red cedar wood shakes on the
steeple.
The Session approved accepting the bid from Sphere
Construction. The church is awaiting a contract to sign and a time
frame for steeple work.
Questions about the ‘Building On Generosity’ capital project can be
addressed to any member of the campaign task force: Diane Hull,
Charles Lee, Rev. Brian Merritt or Al Ravo.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF
AL RAVO.

FACE MASKS AVAILABLE
TO CONGREGATION
If anyone is in need of more face
masks, contact Deborah Gulick
Shepherd. She has made some two
layer cotton/flannel ones which she has
been giving out. They are available in
adult and child sizes.
Thank you, Deb, for sharing your talent
with us!

OFFERING ENVELOPS AVAILABLE
Now that there will be
in-person worship, if
there is anyone who
did not get offering
envelops and would like
a box, please let
Deborah
Gulick
Shepherd know and
she will see that you
get them.

SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
3:

Brian Merritt
Shirley Roe
5: Katy Groover
Skylar Jones
7: Janette Hendershot
9: Annette Knauer
Anthony Venturini
10: David Shoemaker
12: Ellen Bergman
14: Annalee Smith
15: Jen Aquino
16: Kim Ligarzewski
Anabeth Fernandez
17: Eileen Curcio
18: Teresa Collina
23: Cassie Ravo
24: Paul Sobolewski
Barbara Yankiv
26: Lila Roguso
28: Torey Ravo
29: Daniel Wallace
Sandy Lindstedt

SEPTEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
3: Jeff & Sandy Archer
17: John & Pam Covert

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL
FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF HAPPINESS,
GOOD HEALTH, AND GOOD CHEER!

Sharing God’s Bounty
Faith Empowers God’s Stewards
The writer of Hebrews defines faith: “Now faith is being sure of what
we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1). Faith
enables us to be God-pleasing stewards. “And without faith it is
impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek
him” (Hebrews 11:6). The eleventh chapter of Hebrews is knows as the
“Faith Chapter.” From Abel down through the ages, the writer names the
heroes of faith, listing their accomplishments, preceding each one with
“by faith.”
Through faith, we understand that our stewardship is God working in
and through us. It is not what we do, not what we give, not how we
serve – but what God does, what God gives, how God serves, and our
response to his love and gifts to us. God has shown us his plan for our
lives. “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians
2:10). This is the definition of stewardship: doing the good works which
God has prepared for us to do. God empowers and equips us to be
faithful stewards. God has chosen us to carry out his work on earth.
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and
bear fruit—fruit that will last” (John 15:16).
It is through faith that our pastor confidently enters the pulpit to
speak forth the Word of the Lord. It is God’s message, God’s gift, and
he is only the channel through which it flows. Through faith, the servant
humbly steps forward to serve. His only motive is that God may receive
the glory as he offers his hands, feet, lips, his whole body, soul, and
mind in service. Through faith, the teacher diligently prepares the
lessons, seeking the leading of the Holy Spirit, studying the Word of
God, and looking into the hearts of the students. God creates the
learning; his Spirit creates the faith. As stewards, we are the faithful
vessels that God uses. Through faith, God can make us into his faithful
stewards.
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DID YOU KNOW?…
BY: DEB GULICK-SHEPHERD

In the late 1800s and early 1900s the Sabbath (Sunday)
School met year round. The first two departments to get their own
superintendents were the Primary Department and the Home
Department. (There was no explanation as to what the Home
Department was.) In 1923 Mrs. James (Jamie) Shields Karr (Maud)
was elected to the position of Primary Department Superintendent.
Her name, as well as my own, appears on Ruth Weber’s certificate.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome back, parishioners!
I want to extend a sincere
apology for not getting this newsletter out to you before Labor Day.
Like everyone else, I feel overwhelmed with many tasks during this
pandemic and then the unexpected happens: a family emergency,
when the hospital was not on the agenda. Nonetheless, all is now
fine in the Simmons household and your newsletter has arrived.
Thank you for your patience.
As you all know, we are making arrangements to return to
“in-person” church worship. Please see Diane Hull’s news article of
the policies we must adhere to in order to make this happen.
I want to thank everyone who has contributed to the
newsletter over these summer months. It has allowed all of us to
stay connected and to learn of the activities and plans of the
church.
A special shout out to all the people who have been
contributing to the church outdoor pantry which has been a huge
success throughout the summer.
Be sure to see Sharon Heil’s
Deacon Update for more news about that.
Finally, I look forward to seeing those of you who can make it
to church. It will be nice to worship in person.
All my best,
MaryAnn Simmons

