USSSA Announcement Regarding Federal, State and Local Concussion Laws

USSSA, as a sanctioning body of athletic events, shares the concerns being raised on a
national and local level regarding concussions and concussion symptoms in participants,
coaches/managers and umpires/referees in USSSA sanctioned activities. USSSA
encourages its directors, umpires, coaches, referees, teams, team managers, and all adults
involved in youth activities and participants to learn all they can about concussions in
athletics and requires each of them and each of the USSSA directors to follow all federal,
state and local laws (including concussion training and reaction laws) with regard to
athletic competition sanctioned by USSSA. In addition, USSSA has added the following
to the rule books of each USSSA sport which does not defer to another organization for
its rule book.
Upon becoming aware that a participant or coach/manager of his team has received a
suspected concussion (or has been struck in the head area with any significant force), the
Team Manager will not allow that person to participate in any USSSA sanctioned event
and if occurring during a USSSA sanctioned event, shall have that person removed from
the playing field of any USSSA sanctioned event. Upon becoming aware that a
participant, coach/manager or official/umpire/referee has received a suspected concussion
(or has been struck in the head area with any significant force), a USSSA
official/umpire/referee or director will have that person removed from the playing field of
any USSSA sanctioned event. Without a written medical written clearance from a
licensed medical doctor to return to play, such persons will not be allowed to return to the
USSSA playing field in a USSSA sanctioned event. For officials/umpires/referees, the
medical written consent must be presented to the Team Manager and retained
permanently by the USSSA State Director. For participants and coaches/managers, the
medical written medical consent must be presented to the Team Manager and retained
permanently by the Team Manager. Any Team Manager, who allows a coach/manager
or participant back on a USSSA sanctioned event playing field without first obtaining the
required written consent, may be suspended by the State Director for up to one year and
upon request of the State Director, may be suspended for a longer duration by the USSSA
disbarment committee. State Directors allowing an official/umpire/referee back in the
field of play without the necessary consent will be subject to being disciplined as
determined by the USSSA Board of Directors.
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