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The first thing I want to say is thank you. Thank you to the deacons, to the Ridge
community, to Rev. Ted Thornton, to Marilyn Gabriel, and to everyone else who made it possible
for me to take a good, long vacation this year, something that I have NEVER done before. It has
felt great. AND, I am looking forward to returning to work, to create, to love and to serve such a
great bunch of people. It’s wonderful to be able to leave knowing that all will be well and people
will absolutely step up, do their part, and be “smashing” at whatever it is they have elected to
take on. And thanks to all of you who attended and supported TCC, in my absence and anytime. I
am truly grateful.

thanks for reading

Heather Tower, Choir Director
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All the month of July we explored the topic of hospitality. We looked at stories from the
Bible that reflected hospitality, we asked questions about what hospitality is, how we extend
hospitality, what it feels like to be treated with hospitality, and what, if anything we could do in
our lives and in our church, to go to a new level of graciousness and hospitality. We had “Bring a
Friend” Sunday. We had a marvelous Appreciation Sunday for our Don McCollester. We looked
deeply into the ways we show love and receive love as a community. I hope it was valuable to
you, not just in a church sense, but in a personal and communal sense as well.
I have been reading a book recommended to me by Ruth Gallagher called “Uncommon
Preaching,” written by a pastor from the Boston area named Susan Cartmell. In her book Rev.
Cartmell proposes a way to go through the church calendar that takes a different approach from
the lectionary. The lectionary is a schedule of proscribed scripture selections that takes Christians
through the major parts of the Bible in a three-year cycle (A, B, and C). She posits that the
lectionary is a valid way to approach preaching, but that in this day and age, people are more apt
to respond to topics or themes that are explored on a monthly basis. There are many reasons she
gives for this, one of them being that themes and topics are more timely and relevant to people’s
lives in today’s contemporary world. It addresses particular needs and spiritual hungers that are
basic and more readily applicable to life.
I’d like to try this approach for a while. There are so many rich topics to delve into. The
Bible is amazing because it is ancient yet ever new, always relevant. There are new discoveries to
be made and ways to apply these discoveries to our relationships, our goals and dreams, and to
the world we live in and want to make a difference with. I am excited to share different topics
and themes with you starting in September. I invite you to open your minds and hearts to new
ways to be impacted by God’s Word. We know that God is still speaking; I hope to listen together
in ways that bring us closer to the real experience of God’s love, hope and wisdom, something
the world is crying out for.
Yours in faith and hope,
Pastor Julie

A BIG THANK YOU LETTER from Gail Bedard
Thanks to our many volunteers from the Northfield Trinitarian Congregational
Church for making the Second Annual Golf Tournament a huge success!!
Everyone seemed to have a good time whether they were:
1. overseeing the “continental breakfast”
2. keeping up with the golfers as they grabbed a hot dog on the way to the next hole,
3. making and donating items for the raffle,
4. setting up the raffle tables, selling raffle tickets,
5. assisting with set-up and clean up for the barbecue,
6. or just helping where ever needed.
A special thanks to Roy Patno who attached sponsor signs to the carts and served as our “grill
master”; to Pat Shearer who ran the kitchen and to the many choppers, cutters and mixers who
assisted! And to Bill McGee who lined up the golf carts to start the golfers off on the right track,
reviewed the rules and contest info with the golfers, assisted with the score keeping and served as
our Master of Ceremonies for the awards presentations.
It takes a lot of people to make a large event successful and while it is important for the event to be
well organized, it is the volunteers that are the “spokes” that make the wheel go around. An
efficiently run event speaks well for our church community and encourages every one to
participate.
TCC’s Third Annual Golf Tournament will be held on July 13, 2019. There were many teams
who stated they would be back next year. Thanks to YOU, it may very well be a sell out event!
Please know that everything you did, large or small, helped to make our event successful.
GREAT JOB ALL!! You helped us net $5,055.00.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Thanks to all that helped on or attended the salad bar luncheon.
We fed about 120 people and made a profit of $765.50
The desert buffet was a big hit! We couldn't have done it without
the men and women of our church families help on both
Tuesday and Wednesday… Pat Shearer & Crew
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
View from the Agora continued... proof was on the emperor, not the people. The mandate of heaven is
the principle upon which many uprisings throughout Chinese history have been initiated.
People argue whether Confucianism is or isn’t a religion. Given the central role it plays in the culture of East
Asia and the shrines and rituals associated with it, I’m inclined to side with those who regard it as a religion.

humanity, goodness,
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perfect virtue, and li,
proper behavior toward
Temple of Hephaestus, Agora, Athens - Photo: Ted
Thornton
both the living and the
Paul says in Acts 17:22 - “People of Athens, I can see dead that included the
carefully prescribed
that in every way you are very religious.” In this
rituals some call
column we explore the many ways people are and
ancestor worship. The
have been religious.
Chinese character for jen is the basis for the
Ever since President Trump and North Korea’s ruler Confucian "Five Relationships": father-son, older
Kim Jong Un shook hands back in June, interest in the sibling-younger sibling, husband-wife, older friendcultural differences between their two nations has
younger friend, and ruler-subject, with the first in
been rising. The path to understanding all East Asian each case occupying the position of dominance over
cultures (not just that of North Korea) has to begin
the second.
with China and one of the pillars of Chinese culture
The duties of children toward their parents are
that began to spread throughout East Asia 1,500
especially interesting. My favorite in this area is the
years ago. That pillar is Confucianism.
duty of children to warm the beds of their parents
Some critics say that North Korea, with its emphasis before being permitted to crawl into their own
on juche (“self reliance”), the rallying cry, introduced (cold!) beds.
by Kim’s grandfather and the founder of Communist
North Korea, Kim Il Sung, is not so much Confucian as It’s easy to see how Confucian respect for authority
Stalinist. That is to say, Grandfather Kim’s innovation could lead to strict obedience to absolutist rulers like
was a corruption of Confucianism, not the real item. the Kims and Mao Zedong, but this was not
Confucius’ vision. That vision is best seen in the
The same debate occurs in discussions of China
concept of chun yung (“the middle way”):
under Mao Zedong. Movies like Raise the Red
moderation, a principle spanning many parts of the
Lantern , which China’s rulers banned for a time in
globe and many ages. The Buddha, Aristotle, and
the early 1990s and whose director Zhang Yimou
Muhammad all stressed the importance of moderate
came under fire, were thinly veiled condemnations
behavior.The source for chun yung was the much
of Maoism as a corruption of traditional Chinese
older concept of tianming: “the mandate of heaven.”
Confucian values.

View From the Agora

The Chinese believed their emperors gained the right
to rule only via a license (mandate) issued by heaven
itself. This mandate prescribed that the emperor was
duty bound to rule justly and humanely and to do all
in his power to maintain social harmony. If an
From the eighth to the third centuries, B.C.E., conflict emperor ignored or neglected this duty, he was said
between rival feudal warlords ravaged China.
to have lost his license to rule and his people thereby
Responding to this crisis, Confucius asked, "How can gained the right to overthrow him. The burden of
we keep from destroying one another?" Order and
mandate of heaven is the principle upon which many
peace in society, he concluded, arrive when people
uprisings throughout Chinese history have been
learn the importance of reverence for custom or
tradition, summed up for him in the practices of jen , initiated. (cont’d page 4)
Kung Fu Tzu (Confucius), 551-479 B.C.E. was a failure
at his chosen vocation of politics. He finally achieved
success as a teacher in troubled times, the so-called
"Warring States Period.”

September Birthdays
As a poppa

Bethany Fowler-Shaw 9/4/18

You’re a sweetie

Arline Lincoln 9/6
Deborah Underwood 9/8

You do lots for

Rhoda Yucavitch 9/10

Those you love.

Ken O/Brien 9/24

Work is what you’re

Debbie Dirth 9/28

very used to

If your name is

That’s a gift from

missing from this

up above.

list, please tell

Thanks to you

Marilyn or leave a message or
email to:
busoff147@gmail.com
thanks!

for all you’ve given us.
Taking care of
all our needs,
We all wish you
God’s great blessings
and thanks for all
Your loving deeds.
A Father’s day poem from Janet Abel’s
pen to her husband, Alan.

Sunday, September 23rd,
Rev. Dr. Peter Ives will
be our Guest Minister
while Rev. Julie will be
the Guest Minister at his
church in Haydenville.

Be sure to check out the Book Study
samples in the Lounge.
Select a book you might like to study, and
sign the accompanying sheet with your
preferred time. 3 Book Titles - choose first
& second choice
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson,
Toward a Hopeful Future, by Phil Snider &
Emily Bowen
Tattoos on the Heart by Gregory Boyle
The majority of votes will be announced in
the bulletin with dates of book study.

Look into my soul
and see it's beauty;
the presence of God
in an earthly realm.
With nothing to give;
only able to receive,
the everlasting love
of a steadfast God.
based on Psalm 78:39
It passes thru my mind,
like wind.
and time becomes frail.
Memories, heaped upon
another
stretching out before me;
longer than time ahead.
Youth found in those
around me;
age found in the years past,
slowly drifting away.
Thoughts swirl around me
like in a fog,
bringing joy to my heart,
and sometimes sorrow.
The future, it seems,
lies quietly on my mind,
a time that seems still
until it is lost. Shortened by
the passing of time:
but a time left?

A HUGE THANK YOU to those of you who recently made contributions to
Loaves & Fishes in support of Nurturing Northfield, the summer meals
program coordinated by the Balzer family. Thirteen families/twenty-two kids
have received nutritious breakfast and lunch items each weekend this summer
and the recent donations received will allow the program to continue through
Labor Day. On behalf of the Balzer's and the families they have supported…
THANK YOU, from Cathy Hawkins-Harrison, Loaves & Fishes Coordinator.

Honduras Sunday
Coming Sept. 16
Slides of Guinope, Honduras, and the children we help.

Enough to please the soul.

Delicious Honduran breakfast foods.

submitted by Roy Patno

Worship will be down in Fellowship Hall so that we can see the pictures and enjoy
the food. It will be a virtual trip to Honduras!
If you can’t be with us that day, donations are accepted anytime.
Checks should be payable to TCC – Honduras Fund.
Our contributions support more than 150 children with the required uniforms and
school supplies.
In Honduras, “no uniform, no school” and that means ‘no education’ when
families are battling violence.

FAMILY
CONFIRMATION
CLASSES 2-3 pm

jen’s flyer

9/30 & 10/28
Come learn and re-learn
the tenets of our
beautiful faith. For
everyone who desires to
come, especially youth,
ages 12 and up. We will
meet the last Sunday of
September (30)
October (28), then
decide if that schedule
works for all. The plan is
to meet monthly until
June. All will have the
opportunity to join the
church at the end. This is
completely
optional.
Topics will include:
Christmas and Easter,
Baptism, the Trinity,
Discipleship, How to
read the Bible, other
religions, and Real Love.
QUICK COOKIES
From Feeding the Flock TCC Cookbook, page 67, submitted by Marcia McCrory
Great for summer - you do not have to turn on the oven!
2 c. sugar, 1 stick butter, 3 T cocoa, 1/2 c. milk, 1/2 c. peanut butter (plain or crunchy)
1 tsp. vanilla, 3 cups of quick oats.
Melt butter in pan. Add milk, sugar, cocoa and bring to boil for 1 minute. Then add peanut
butter, quick oats and vanilla.
Mix together and drop by teaspoon on wax paper. Let cool. Refrigerate in covered container.

SAVE THE DATE, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3rd, 2018

HBF = Holly Berry Fair = Holly Berry FUN
Our annual FUNdraiser is an opportunity for your own special kind of FUN.
Do you craft for FUN (especially items with a Christmas, Thanksgiving or autumn
theme)? Make us a few for our Craft Table.
Do you bake, or do you make candy for Fun? Contribute to our Bake and Candy Tables.
Do you think connecting with friends and neighbors is FUN? Volunteer to help staff one of
our many Church Tables or Kitchen Crew.
Do you shop for FUN (and want to beat the crowds of Christmas shoppers)? Come,
browse and buy at our sure-to-delight Church Tables and nearly 20 vendors on both levels of
the Church. And, fuel your energy by partaking of the delicious breakfast and lunch dishes
available on FUN Day, or, Fair Day on November 3.
For more info or details on how to increase your FUN quotient, contact Jeanne Closson
(498-2205, jac932@comcast.net) or Chris Harris (493-834-2469,
chrisharriswriter@comcast.net) your HBF coordinators.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
….
Watch the Sunday Church bulletins for news about the canning and pie parties and
please save pint and 1/2 pint mason jars. Contact Jeanne Closson (498-2205) or Chris Harris
(834-2469) for more information. Thanks!
Help us assemble themed baskets for Holly Berry Fair mini raffle
Judy Johnson says: Throughout the month of Sept. and through Oct. 7th, donations are
being sought for new items for the themed baskets to be assembled for the "mini raffle" table
at the Holly Berry Fair.
There will be a display in the lounge area with the basket categories and "post-it" notes
beneath with an item on each note. If you are interested in donating a specific item, remove
that "post-it" note to take with you when shopping. There will be a bag/box in which to place
the item you have purchased. If you think of another item not listed, feel free to donate that
item instead.
Also, I will be collecting scratch tickets of any denomination in early Oct. for a "scratch
ticket" Christmas tree. Thank you for your donations!—Judy Johnson, 978-544-3233, or email
judyj3233@gmail.com
Make an Ornament at a FUNshop (not Work Shop) with Marilyn - Fill clear glass balls with
Milk-Weed, and decorate the stem with holly and ribbon. Call the office 413 498-5839 to sign
up...and the best time for you to join me in October.
The center table the so called "Craft Table" is seeking well loved at least 85% wool sweaters
that can be felted and repurposed into mittens, older lace doilies to make pillows, buttons to
decorate both. fun print fabric to line bird seed bags with.
If anyone would like to make doggie treats, please contact Jeanne or Pat.
Canning project..... Work time, Wednesday, September 12... 9 to 2.
needed 1/2 pint jars , canning lids, red and green peppers, corn, onions , zucchini, sugar
and Sure-jel or Certo. r.s.v.p. to Pat [2092]

The Body of Christ from the MAUCC “Still Speaking” Daily Devotional

THE PINE STREET SCHOOL STUDENTS & TEACHERS

The following article written by Mary Luti, a long time seminary educator and pastor. She is author of
Teresa of Avila’s Way, numerous articles, and founding member of The Daughters of Abraham,
a national network of interfaith women’s book groups.

THE YEAR 1932 - Grades 1 - 8
Recognize anyone?? Ruth Johnson has helped you identify classmates!

“The Lord Jesus on the night he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and said, “This is my body…” - 1 Corinthians 11:23-24
The Central African Republic (CAR) is rife with anti-Muslim violence. Christians are the ones doing the
killing there. Politics is tangled up in it, but religion drives the mayhem., Muslims bomb Christian churches,
Hindus hunt down Buddhists, Buddhists terrorize Muslims, and just about everyone persecutes Jews.
Christians don’t have a corner on religious violence, of course. Elsewhere everyone persecutes Jews.
But Christians are the only ones who take communion. Only Christians step over bodies they maimed
with machetes to receive the Body of Christ. Only Christians pray at the Table, “Forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us.” Only Christians exchange Christ’s Peace, hear the words, “The Body of
Christ”, extend their hands for bread and say “Amen.”
You and I aren’t murdering Muslims in the (CAR). But you don’t have to kill or want to kill to make
communion a sham. You just have to receive the Body as if it has nothing to do with actual bodies. You just
have to regard communion as a “spiritual experience” untethered to Earth.
Jesus gave us bread to eat, saying, “This is my body.” He wasn’t being spiritual. We commune with a
real body that was tortured and slain. We’re meant to discern it, to eat it, and by our eating vow, “No more.”
Prayer
May the only body we ever break be your bread, O Christ.
In our eating, pledge us to the end of violence visited on any body,
anywhere, for any reason.

Mary Luti suggests: teach your church children and grownups to understand communion with

on ground:
1st Row:

Taste the Bread: Children’s Sermons on Communion
and

2nd Row:

Come Unto Me: Rethinking the Sacraments for Children,

3rd Row:

Both books are available through UCC Resources

4th Row:
5th Row:
6th Row:
7th Row:
8th Row:

Ellen Breismaster, Kenneth Bolton
Ed Finch, David Powell, Barbara Bolton, Helen Mitchell, David McIntyre, Neil Sutherland,
Lillian Howe, Donald Norton, Dottie Doolittle, Nina Pearsall, Barbara Givens, Virginia Stedler.
Eleanor Severance, Patricia Long, Gordon Leavis, Ruth Norton, Richard Huber, Carl Rikert,
Victor Sherwood, Philip Huber, Anne Livingston,
Jack Powell, Donald Mitchell, Richard Mitchell, Arlene Finch, Ruth Dawe, Marion Allen,
Marjorie Lanphear, Mary Allen, Kay Moody, Portia Chamberlain.
Helen Howard, Nelson Howe, Sydney Given. Teachers: Miss Kay Eikert, Mrs. Williams
(became Mrs. Leonard), Miss Brady. Robert Howe, John Rikert,
Donald Huber, Richard Barrow, Norman Bolton, Howard Spalding.
Polly Spencer, Barbara Hunt, Lillian Dawe, Frances Eddy, Mary Eddy, Ruth Rikert.
James Mattern, Carlton Finch, William Huber, Norton Field, Shirley Severance, Mary Young,
Grace Howe.
Ted Powell, Phil Howe, Edward Tie, Walentine Tlotztik, Hubert Malty, John Gooding.

