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On reading Psalm 1 - A prayer for my children and yours as they start school.
Holy God, let them be like trees… tall trees… ancient trees…
With deep plunged roots… ever digging roots… grasping their place in the past… feeling their way across the
strata…
Delighting in wisdom uncovered… delighting in the same wisdom that danced before the world had form…
delighting in just being.
Let them be like trees… broad trees… strong trees…
With limbs leafy and long, unafraid of the climbs to heights… stretched willingly to chase light… and boughs
cast wide in welcome.
May they be unafraid to give others cover… to oﬀer shade away from heat… ready always to be a place of
grace.
Let them be like trees… noble trees… ever blossoming trees…
With bark to withstand the weathering elements, the lightning blast, the flood of
mud, the care-less fire… and flexibility in their fibers to revolve in rhythm with the
call of the wind and bend nimbly with the deluge’s tides… and not snap.
May they have a heartwood resilient, aware that seasons come and go, ever
hoping, ever knowing, even in the face of doubt and drought, that life-giving waters
will come to them in time.
Let them be like trees… beautiful trees… trees always kept near the enduring
peace of your holy glade.
Amen.

Christopher

Do You Knit or Crochet?
Sometimes it gets a little chilly in the sanctuary. A group is
being organized to knit and crochet some shawls to be
used during worship. If you would like to be a part of this
new group, please contact Sharon Potin or Randall Harris.

August Attendance
5th 124
12th 117
19th 124
26th 124
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A Word From the Director of Discipleship
We made it through the summer! Rally Day has come and gone with great success, and now
it is time get things rolling again at WPC. Wednesday night dinners and programming will
resume September 5 at 5:30 p.m. The Liberty Men will join us for dinner, singing, and a
devotional. The youth will meet upstairs after dinner, and the kids will reunite with Michael
for choir in the Rotation Sunday school room.
Remaining Wednesday Nights in September:
• 12th: Althea Jerome will make a presentation and report on her trip to the General
Assembly this summer.
• 19th: Our friends from Boswell will join us. Their performance will begin the evening
at 5:30 in the sanctuary. Afterwards, we will all go to Montague Hall for pizza and
salad.
• 26th: Potluck Supper Night! For our program, the group from WPC who went to Israel this spring will make a
presentation telling us about their trip.
YOUTH AND CHILDREN
Our youth and children’s programs will crank up again Sunday afternoon, September 9, at 5:00 p.m. at the church. This
will be for ages K-12! The groups will meet in their age groups and will end the evening together in Montague Hall with
dinner. Please make plans to attend!
It is time for Parking Lot Fundraisers! Games this month and the adult in charge are as follows: 1st (Jeﬀ Haydel), 8th (Ginny
Graham), and 22nd (Christopher Crotwell). If your children are planning to participate in summer trips in 2019, please
make sure that they are available to work at least two parking lot events. Contact the adult in charge if you are able to
work.
NEW BEGINNINGS
The New Beginnings group got rained out in August, but we have rescheduled our annual Intergenerational Cookout for
Sunday, September 16, at 5:00 p.m. at the Suttle’s home (59 Moss Lane in Petal). Kids, youth, and parents are all invited to
join the New Beginnings crew for a cookout and swim party. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share! Meat and drinks
will be provided.
Dear WPC Family:
Words fail to express the thanks our family has for all of the love, support, and prayers oﬀered for us as we said goodbye to our mom and MawMaw, Margaret Suttle. We felt the prayers, were humbled by the kind words, and were
sustained with good food and fellowship. We are also grateful for how you cared for and ministered to her in her illness.
How blessed we are to be a part of this wonderful church family!
With much love,

The Suttle Family
SEPTEMBER WELCOMES THE RETURN OF
🎵🎵🎵

SECOND SUNDAY SINGERS 🎵

🎵🎵

Do you like to sing but think church choir is too time-consuming? Show up in the choir room after supper
on September 5th for only 30 minutes, and sing an anthem with the choir on Sunday, September 9th. It'll
be a song that you can learn in half an hour. That Sunday we won't wear choir robes. You can sit in the
choir loft for the whole service, or you can just walk up and join us for the anthem—your choice. No
experience necessary, as long as you're old enough to read. (Not music, just words in English!) We want
to share the experience of singing with more members of our congregation. Come once a month and
share the fellowship we have in the choir. Feel the joy of participating in our music ministry. And add to
the beauty of our worship (yes, YOU).
Here are the Second Sunday rehearsal times this fall: September 5, 6:30-7:00 p.m., October
10, 6:30-7:00 p.m., and November 7, 6:30-7:00 p.m.
(Cont. on pg. 3)
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Are you feeling all the energy within our church family as the
2018-2019 school year begins? There are new church members
in our pews. Rally Day reminded us of the importance of
nurturing our faith at all ages and stages of life. Youth and
children will carry their newly blessed backpacks to their various schools. College students have begun a new semester. The choir is
back in the choir loft, and there are some new members there, too. Westminster’s Presbyterian Women organization is primed for a
new year of working for justice and peace, supporting local and world mission, praying for our church family, studying God’s word,
and participating in fellowship and service within our congregation and the Presbytery.
One of the great things about Presbyterian Women is that membership is guaranteed! Every woman in our congregation is already a
member. All women are assigned to one of our three circles. There are multiple ways for each person to participate:
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣

attend circle meetings/bible study each month; see the bulletin for times and places
volunteer to help out in the kitchen during Wednesday night Fellowship suppers
take road trips with members to attend Presbytery meetings in the fall and spring
attend the Winter Retreat, a Presbytery overnight outing to St. Mary of the Pines
donate purses, eyeglasses and clothing to local mission projects
bring food for a family meal following a memorial service
contribute to PW’s benevolence budget and denominational special oﬀerings
attend Prayer Ministry meetings on the third Tuesday of each month
bring a casserole or some frozen homemade soup for the casserole ministry

As you can see, there is something each person can do to play a part in this dynamic and inclusive group of women. If you want to
know more, speak to Mary Dayne Gregg, PW Moderator, or e-mail her at marydgregg@comcast.net.
(Music Notes cont. from pg. 2)

SCHOLARSHIP SINGER NEWS
We are fortunate to have most of our scholarship singers returning this fall. They add to our worship and brighten our rehearsals.
Catherine Dean graduated with a Master of Music degree and has accepted a full-time position at a Methodist church on the coast.
In her place, we welcome a new college singer to the choir this fall: Kaitlin Walley is a senior music education major at USM. She started
with us last summer—you may have heard her lovely solo last month. Kaitlin comes from a very musical family—both her parents are
gifted choir directors. As a matter of fact, her father sang in the Westminster choir when he was an undergraduate music student.
Please welcome Kaitlin as she shares her talents and helps us create beautiful worship music.

LIVING WATERS FOR THE WORLD UPDATE
Dave, Eric, and Karen had a great time at the
Living Waters Sharing Summit in Franklin, TN. As
intended, the Summit allowed attendees from
across the country time to learn and share from
their experiences.

Mark your calendars for October 3 and 7. Your LWW Team will host the
Wednesday night dinner, a traditional El Salvadoran meal, and kickoﬀ the “Buy a
Part, Be a Part” fundraiser that will be both educational and helpful to the mission.
We are planning a water system installation trip in October and your participation
will be vital. On October 7 Rev. Wil Howie, founder of LWW, will be our guest
minister and deliver the sermon. Please be in prayer for these events.
The session’s mission committee comprised of Dean Cromartie and Eric
Reidenbach is up and running. We have reached out to the congregation to
enlist the help of diﬀerent individuals to aid in our mission work. As a first step we
want to spotlight Westminster’s eﬀorts to carry Christ to the community. We have
four missions: the Furniture Ministry, Breadbasket, Boswell, and Living Waters for
the World. Our full mission team includes Martha Ann Hogrefe, Michael Raggio,
Sharon Potin, Dean Cromartie, and Eric Reidenbach.
In upcoming newsletters we will highlight specific activities for each—what has
been done to date and what we intend to accomplish in the future. We
appreciate the input of members of the congregation regarding how Westminster
can be more eﬀective in our mission work. Please keep in mind that these
missions do not belong to the committee—they belong to the entire church. As
such, your willingness to help is essential. If you are unsure of what you can do,
contact Dean or Eric for suggestions. Next month we will talk about the Furniture
Ministry and the great things this mission has accomplished and what they hope
to achieve. Blessings,
Eric Reidenbach
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

USM/YOUTH
PARKNG LOT
FUNDRAISER

2
COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship

3

LABOR DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

4
9:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

5
5:30 PM Family Night
Supper
6:30 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

6
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM ShareCare

7

8
8:00 AM MOC
Breakfast

USM/YOUTH
PARKNG LOT
FUNDRAISER

BREADBASKET WEEK
9
8:30 AM Growing
Spiritually
Committee
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Diaconate

10

11
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
7:00 PM Circle 2

12
4:30 PM
Administration
Meeting
5:30 PM Family Night
Supper
6:00 PM Circle 3
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir

13
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney's

14

15

16
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 PM Session
5:00 PM
Intergenerational
Church Cookout

17

18
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

19
5:30 PM Boswell
Choir
6:00 PM Family Night
Supper
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir

20
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

21

22

23
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship

24

25
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

26
5:30 PM Potluck
Supper
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir

27
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

28

USM/YOUTH
PARKNG LOT
FUNDRAISER

29

30
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
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